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Excellencies, Heads of Delegation, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. Please allow me to begin by congratulating the National Assembly of the
Republic of Korea and the State Duma of the Russian Federation on the success of the First

Meeting of Speakers of Eurasian Countries’ Parliaments in Moscow last year.

2. Itis my honour and great pleasure to address before the Second Meeting on
the “Promotion of Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation for Common Prosperity in the Eurasian
Region.” In response to the said topic, three foundations are necessary to achieve our common

prosperity — namely sustainability, complementarities and connectivity.

3. First and foremost, true prosperity must be solidly grounded in sustainable
development. In 2015, the United Nations launched the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development consisting of 17 goals, which is where an attempt to build long-term prosperity
should begin.

4. In the case of Thailand, an approach towards the achievement of the SDGs is
based upon His Majesty the late King’s Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. The philosophy
guides people to make decisions by following the principles of moderation, reasonableness

and prudence, according to our knowledge and virtues.

5. The greatest strength is how the Philosophy can be applied to many areas of
life, and by extension, to the SDGs.

6. Decision-making based on the principles creates a balance in our life’s four
dimensions — namely, economic, environmental, social and cultural capital. Guided by the
Sufficiency Economy, Philosophy Thailand leads the international community as an example
on how effective the philosophy can be in helping countries sustainably develop a prosperous
future.

7. In recent times, the offering of this philosophy has also been welcomed by the
Group of 77 as a practical means for sustainable development. Moreover, Thailand has been
appointed as an ASEAN coordinator for Sustainable Development Goals and feels heartened
to promote the adoption of the philosophy for the goals and serve as a strong foundation for

prosperity in our region.



- -

8. Secondly, I strongly support complementarities within the international community
for our common prosperity. Eurasia consists of many regions, each of which has its own
diversity. Likewise, Southeast Asia is among the most vibrant regions with its own dynamics.
By recognizing both regions’ dynamics and differences, the diversity bestowed upon both

regions shall be the foundation of commmon prosperity in Eurasia through multi-level cooperation.

9. In order to have a common prosperity, one must also include connectivity as
the third necessary foundation. The path towards the development of connectivity requires
a much more intensified level of cooperation not only between the government and the
people, but also across the borders. The exchange of knowledge and sharing in the region

are essential for the attainment of connectivity.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

10.  With sustainability, complementarities and connectivity, common prosperity in
the Eurasian region is not far out of our reach. The attainment of the three cannot be possible

without strong support and commitment from parliamentarians.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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