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Executive Summary

The Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) announced to prolong

the promulgation of the nationwide state of Emergency Decree for the next two months,
effective from 1 June to 31 July 2022. In addition, CCSA also agreed that all 77 provinces over
Thailand will be declared as Surveillance or green zones where full business and other

activities will be resumed from 1 July 2022 onwards.

As the overall COVID-19 situation in the country has significantly improved, the
CCSA resolved to lower its COVID-19 alert level from Level 4 to Level 3. With Thailand moving
towards the endemic phase, CCSA, the Ministry of Public Health, and related agencies are
preparing plans for the transition of COVID-19 from a pandemic to an endemic. If the criteria

are met, it should proceed to declare an endemic disease from 1 July 2022 onwards.

Regarding the national COVID-19 vaccination progress, at the end of May 2022,
Thailand had administered the accumulated number of vaccinations to 138 million doses.
That bring Thailand to 79.1 percent of the population fully vaccinated. Meanwhile, the
government has encouraged people who have not got a booster dose of the COVID-19 vaccine
yet, to get the booster jab. Concerning requirements for entering Thailand, the CCSA simplified
a series of COVID-19 entry rules for international arrivals effective on 1 June 2022. Foreign
nationals are still required to apply for a Thailand Pass, and will only need to provide passport
details, vaccinations and US$10,000 health insurance. Meanwhile, Thais will no longer be

required to apply for a Thailand Pass.

In order to revitalize the country’s economy, the Government, by the Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT), attempted to stimulate growth in the tourism industry by
extending its tourism campaign for one more year. Under the campaign of “Visit Thailand Year
2022-2023: Amazing New Chapters”, Bangkok will host four events under the theme of
“Unfolding Bangkok” from June 2022 to January 2023. TAT expects that the campaign will
help accelerate the number of foreign visitors by contributing approximately 1.8 trillion baht
to Thailand’s economy. Besides, the challenges facing the country such as the COVID-19
pandemic, global inflation and the Russia-Ukraine conflict, are driving fuel prices and impacting
the costs of transport and consumer goods. In consequence, the government had been closely
monitoring global energy prices in order to formulate practical response measures and

minimize the impacts on the public.



As Thailand strives toward enhancing international cooperation during the pandemic,
on 1-2 May 2022, H.E. Mr. Kishida Fumio, Prime Minister of Japan, paid an official visit to
Thailand as guest of the Royal Thai Government and met with General Prayut Chan-o-cha,
Prime Minister of Thailand in the evening of 2 May 2022 to discuss ways to strengthen the
Strategic Partnership between Thailand and Japan at the bilateral, sub-regional and regional
dimensions. On healthcare cooperation, both leaders agreed to cooperate in the Post-COVID-19
recovery and also reaffirmed the readiness to further strengthen health cooperation to address

prospective emerging diseases in the future.

On 12 May 2022, H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, delivered a statement (through pre-recorded video) at the 2™ Global COVID-19
Summit, chaired by the United States President Joe Biden, in Session 1: Preventing Pandemic
Fatigue and Prioritizing Preparedness. The summit aimed to bring together global leaders to
reiterate their pledges to end COVID-19 in 4 aspects which include preventing a pandemic,
accelerating vaccination, expanding access to tests and treatments, and strengthening health
security system. Furthermore, during the Seventy-fifth World Health Assembly which was held
in Geneva, Switzerland on 22-28 May 2022, the World Health Organization (WHO) has
recognized Thailand as one of the model nations for the way it had conducted the assessment
of its preparations for public health emergencies and for its universal health management and

response to the COVID-19 crisis.

As a legislative branch, the National Assembly of Thailand continues to fulfill its
mandate. The Secretariat of the House of Representatives and the Secretariat of the Senate
announced the preventive measures in carrying out their duties during the Coronavirus Disease
2019 outbreak since the beginning of the pandemic until now. Between April and June 2022,
the following preventive measures were implemented, namely, preventive measures for
parliamentary officers and the general public, seating arrangements with social distancing in all
parliamentary meetings and dining rooms, and a limit on meeting participants. Additionally, there
are measures allowing parliamentary staff to work from home, establishing screening points,
providing a registration form for Coronavirus disease 2019 screening prior to entering the
parliament building, issuing a major cleaning measure, and providing alcohol gel services
throughout the parliamentary building. Furthermore, the parliament provided free COVID-19
testing services (Antigen Test Kit) to all members of parliament, parliamentary officers, and other

personnel, including accompanying persons to parliamentarians, housekeepers, and shopkeepers.



Moreover, the parliament allowed parliamentary staff to travel abroad or go to work abroad as
appropriate.

In terms of parliamentary meetings, the House of Representatives’ Standing
Committees, the Senate’s Standing Committees, and Ad-hoc Committees met continuously
to consider matters of relevance to COVID-19 disease. They deliberated on concerns and
solutions originating from the Coronavirus Disease 2019 outbreak such as disease control and
preventive measures, debt and finances, remedies for entrepreneurs and general public,
public health personnel, and budget management. Numerous issues were addressed,
including hoarding and smugsling of masks to sell abroad, building capacity for COVID-19
impact management, labour, and company misconduct against employees. Additionally, the
meeting exchanged views on guidelines for promoting and managing tourism, and measures
to stimulate the economy and investment. They also discussed on preparing for consideration
of COVID-19 as an endemic disease, the creation of the National Health Security System,
Thailand Digital Health Pass, and measures for travelling to Thailand. Besides, the Committees
considered follow-up and monitoring the Loan Spending in accordance with the budget
expenditures under the Emergency Decree Authorizing the Ministry of Finance to Raise Loans
to Solve Problems, to Remedy and Restore the Economy and Society as Affected by the
Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E. 2563 (2020), and the Loan Spending in accordance with
the Emergency Decree Authorizing the Ministry of Finance to Raise Additional Loans to Solve
Economic and Social Problems as Affected by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E.

2564 (2021).

As for the international parliamentary meetings, while the COVID-19 pandemic has
had the impacts on lawmakers’ ability to attend physical international conferences, members
of parliament have continually attended both physical and virtual webinars and international
conferences. They have committed to collaborating on pandemic concerns relating to the
COVID-19 situation and preventive measures by participating in 3 international conferences as
follows: 1) hosting the virtual meeting of the 13" AIPA Caucus meetings; 2) attending RSIS-
WTO Virtual Parliamentarian Workshop on Trade 2022; and 3) attending ECOSOC Youth Forum.

Compiled by
Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

The Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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and mitigating the current crisis at the front line.
From a student perspective how can we build
better synergies between policies
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