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Executive Summary

During January — March 2022, Thailand is currently continuing the 16" extension of

the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency Situations, which will be effective
until 31 March 2022. The Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) reported that
the latest spread of the Omicron variant in Thailand is similar to the global and regional
situation. The number of infections has increased within a manageable rate while the disease
severity remains constant and tends to decrease soon. The number of patients with severe
COVID-19 infections are also stabilizing and the rate of fatalities are low (relative to the Delta
variant). The BA.2 sub-variant of Omicron has become the dominant strain in Thailand and
accounts for 51.8% of Omicron cases in the country. Moreover, the BA.2 has been found to
be 1.4 times more transmissible than BA.1 and is spreading at a rate of 10% more within
households. New infections and clusters still arise from restaurants, markets, schools, offices,
factories, religious rituals and within families. Therefore, it is important to observe Universal

Prevention both in the community and in families.

According to the meeting on 18 March 2022, the CCSA announced the public
health safety measures for Songkran holiday. There are no restrictions on inter-provincial
travel, however, Songkran celebrations are allowed to be held in the permitted area under
COVID free settings measures without alcohol. People should refrain from foam parties,
water splashing and powder smearing. Activities such as sprinkling water on Buddha statues,
pouring scented water on the hands of elderly people to ask for blessing and other festive
activities are allowed. The CCSA agreed to extend the enforcement of the Emergency Decree
for the next two months, from 1 April to 31 May 2022. Moreover, the CCSA also agreed to
adjust the zoning categories for disease control measures, effective from 18 March 2022 hereafter.
The number of Controlled zones (Orange) is 20 provinces and the number of High Surveillance
areas (Yellow) is 47 provinces. The number of Pilot tourism areas/Sandbox Areas is 10 provinces.
All areas countrywide have to continue adhering to COVID free settings and universal

prevention measures.

In addition, Thailand’s National Communicable Disease Committee (NCDC)
approved the Public Health Ministry’s plan to declare COVID-19 as an endemic in the next
four months, starting on 1 July 2022. To meet the criteria, the mortality rate must less than 0.18

percent of the infection rate, at the same time, the rate of vaccination dose should be equal to



or more than 60 percent. The World Health Organization (WHO) suggested that total deaths
should not be over 0.1% for endemic diseases. The ministry is still implementing measures to

manage the disease to ensure that people can return to normal life after the pandemic.

Regarding Thailand’s reopening, the government had reviewed the existing
measures for international travelers. From 1 March 2022, passengers entering Thailand via air,
land, or sea travel are required to register on Thailand Pass or Certification of Entry through
Test and Go program. Travelers can do a self-test ATK and report the results on the MorChana
mobile application. They, however, need to show the day 1 hotel confirmation with the pre-paid
for a SHA Extra+/ AQ/OQ/AHQ, RT-PCR test and transportation, as well as the ATK test kit.
The minimum amount of health insurance coverage is USD20,000. Travelers are allowed to
continue their journey as planned when the first test result at the hotel is negative, and are

required to report the second test result on the MorChana application.

With regard to Thailand’s vaccination progress, the Department of Disease Control
reported that on 25 March 2022, Thailand administered 238,813 doses of vaccines, increasing
the accumulated number of vaccinations to 127.8 million doses. This brings Thailand to 79.1
percent (over 55 million people) of the population having received their first dose, 72.1
percent (over 50.1 million people) having received their second dose and 32.6 percent (over
22.6 million people) having received their third dose. Even though there is no certainty that
Covid-19 immunization can stop people from becoming infected with the virus, studies have shown
that all types of Covid-19 vaccine can reduce the likelihood of severe illness, hospitalization,
and death due to the disease. The booster dose is essential to increase immunity which
gradually reduce after the second shot of vaccine and during the transmission of the mutant
variant of the virus such as Omicron. Besides, on 31 January 2022, the Ministry of Public Health
kickstarted the COVID-19 vaccination drive for children aged between 5 to 11 years old, with
priority given to children with underlying health conditions. Then, the ministry will start

vaccinating children who don't have underlying diseases at their schools soon.

In order to revitalize the country’s economy, the government attempted to stimulate
the tourism industry by announcing the "Visit Thailand Year 2022: Amazing New Chapters" campaign
to boost the tourism industry and economy. Meanwhile, the Tourism Authority of Thailand
(TAT) also launched the “Amazing Thailand Workplace Paradise” program, with the aim of
making Thailand the top destination for remote workers in the world. The campaign is
expected to get a positive response due to a growing trend in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Moreover, the Ministry of Labour signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with its



counterparts from neighbouring countries (Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar), allowing migrant
workers who complete their four-year term this year to carry on working in the kingdom for
another six months. The goal is to help businesses that rely on migrants to operate smoothly
during the COVID-19 pandemic, to prevent labour shortages and to secure the safe working

environment without COVID-19 outbreak from cross-border travel.

However, by the end of February 2022, the Russia-Ukraine crisis affected the global
economy. The critical situation brought short-term impacts of higher energy prices, as well as
prices of raw materials, steel and animal feed. In Thailand, the Russia-Ukraine crisis affects oil
prices, economic growth, and export disruptions. Exporters and foreign tourism sector have
been affected by the US and its allies’ decision to cut off some Russian banks from the SWIFT
interbank payments system. Russian tourists are the main market among Top Ten foreign

travelers entering Thailand.

In terms of international relations, H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, participated in the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat
(AMM Retreat) via videoconference on 17 February 2022. The gathering was the first Foreign
Ministers” Meeting under Cambodia’s ASEAN Chairmanship in 2022. Cambodia gave a
comprehensive briefing on its priorities under the theme “ASEAN A.C.T.: Addressing Challenges
Together”, focusing on the spirit of ASEAN togetherness and cooperation in addressing future
challenges affecting the region and its people. The ASEAN Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their
support for Cambodia’s Chairmanship and reiterated their commitment to following up
outcomes of last October’s 38" and 39" Summits, including the COVID-19 responses,
economic recovery, ASEAN Community-building efforts through the development of ASEAN

Community’s Post-2025 Vision, as well as promoting ASEAN’s external relations.

On 25 February 2022, General Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister of Thailand, held
a discussion with Dato’ Sri Ismail Sabri Yaakob, Prime Minister of Malaysia, at the Government
House, during the latter’s official visit to Thailand on 24 — 26 February 2022. On this occasion,
both Prime Ministers agreed to enhance the strategic partnership between Thailand and
Malaysia and to work closely to achieve post-COVID-19 recovery for the benefits of people in
both countries. Key issues discussed between the two Prime Ministers included the affirmation
to reopen borders for fully vaccinated travelers without quarantine as soon as possible, which

would help revive the economy and boost tourism.



As a legislative branch, the National Assembly of Thailand continues to fulfill its
mandate. The Secretariat of the House of Representatives and the Secretariat of the Senate
announced the preventive measures in carrying out their duties during the Coronavirus Disease
2019 outbreak since the beginning of the pandemic until now. Between October and
December 2021, the following preventive measures were implemented: preventive measures
for parliamentary officers and the general public, seating arrangements with social distancing
in all parliamentary meetings and dining rooms, and a limit on meeting participants.
Additionally, there are measures allowing parliamentary staff to work from home, establishing
screening points, providing a registration form for Coronavirus disease 2019 screening prior to
entering the parliament building, issuing a major cleaning measure, and providing alcohol gel
services throughout the parliamentary building. Moreover, the parliament provided free
COVID-19 testing services (Antigen Test Kit) to all members of parliament, parliamentary
officers, and other personnel, including accompanying persons to parliamentarians,

housekeepers, and shopkeepers.

In terms of parliamentary meetings, the House of Representatives’ Standing
Committees, the Senate’s Standing Committees, and Ad-hoc Committees met continuously
to consider matters of relevance to COVID-19 disease. They deliberated on concerns and
solutions originating from the Coronavirus Disease 2019 outbreak such as economic inequality,
Thai fruit export, debt and finances, and company misconduct against employees.
Additionally, the meeting exchanged views on service fees on treating COVID-19 patients, the
tourism issues at both the community and national level, education concerns on assisting
children getting back to the education system. They also discussed approaches to boost
economic and social revitalization, and the progress of government project’s implementation
and mitigation measures. Furthermore, they conferred about giving recommendations on how
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 to the Prime Minister as the Director of the Centre for
COVID-19 Situation Administration. Besides, the Committees considered the budget
expenditures under the Emergency Decree Authorizing the Ministry of Finance to Raise Loans
to Solve Problems, to Remedy and Restore the Economy and Society as Affected by the
Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E. 2563 (2020), and Follow-up and Monitoring the Loan
Spending in accordance with the Emergency Decree Authorizing the Ministry of Finance to
Raise Additional Loans to Solve Economic and Social Problems as Affected by the

Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E. 2564 (2021).
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As for the international parliamentary meetings, while the COVID-19 pandemic has
had an impact on lawmakers’ ability to attend physical international conferences, members
of parliament have continually attended both physical and virtual webinars and international
conferences. They have committed to collaborating on pandemic concerns relating to the
COVID-19 situation and preventive measures by participating in 44 virtual sessions in 2021.
From January to March 2022, the parliamentarians participated in two international conferences
and a webinar as follows: 1) focus group meeting of World e-Parliament Report 2022; 2) the
webinar on putting the wellbeing of people and the planet at the centre of COVID-19 recovery

strategies: the critical role of parliaments; and 3) the 144" IPU Assembly and related meetings.

Compiled by
Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

The Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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