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The situation of the COVID-19 pandemic in Thailand was very serious during the
period from May to June 2021. The country faced with cases of infection rising rapidly effected
by the third wave outbreak in April. Most of the increasing infected were confirmed cases in
epidemic clusters at specific locations such as factories, migrant workers’ shelters and slums.
The Center for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) had to prolong the promulgation of
the nationwide state of Emergency Decree for two months to control the current COVID-19
outbreak. It takes effect from 1 June to 31 July, 2021.

Then, on 16 June 2021, General Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister, announced a
statement that the government planned to reopen the country within the next 120 days to
accommodate foreign tourists to Thailand. The government believed that a speedy reopening
of the country was an important way to mitigate the immense economic hardship inflicted by
the pandemic on people who had lost their ability to earn their income. There will be a pilot
plan in six tourism provinces, namely, Phuket, Krabi, Phang Nga, Samui, Pattaya and Chiang Mai.
Fully vaccinated tourists can enter Thailand without quarantine. The Moving Forward to Reopen
Thailand campaign will be launched in Phuket which is the major tourist attraction of the
country. The “Phuket Sandbox” model will welcome fully vaccinated tourists without
quarantine. The programme will be launched from 1 July 2021 and will be expanded onwards
to other remaining five tourism provinces. Furthermore, the government also expects to
welcome tourists with fully vaccinated without quarantine in all areas by January 2022 under
the condition that people in those areas must have been vaccinated at least 70 percent.

In terms of economic recovery, the government had implemented policies on
spending budget in accordance with the Emergency Decree Authorising the Ministry of Finance
to Raise Loans to Solve Problems, to Remedy And Restore the Economy And Society as
Affected by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E. 2564 (2021), for the amount of 500 billion
baht which is effective from May 25, 2021 onwards. The budget expenditure projects were
planned for purposes: 1) medical and public health purposes amounting 30,000 million baht
2) to help, heal and compensate for the public sector, farmers and entrepreneurs amounting
300,000 million baht and 3) to restore the economy and society amounting 170,000 million
baht.

The COVID-19 epidemic continually spreading with more than thousands of new
infections and admissions per day and tend to increase rapidly in Bangkok and surrounding areas.
The large number of COVID-19 mutant beta species were found in four southern border
provinces of the country. The government announced the revision of the new COVID-19
restrictions enforced in Bangkok, Nakhon Pathom, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Samut Prakan,
Samut Sakhon, Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala and Songkhla for 30 days from 28 June 2021. The new
restrictions are as follows: all construction sites in Bangkok and vicinity must be halted, workers’
camps must be sealed off and travel or relocation of construction workers must be limited
for at least 30 days. Takeaway service only for eateries in and outside shopping malls, including
those in hotels, convenience stores and street vendors. Department stores, shopping centers
and community malls can open until 21.00 hrs. while theatres, cinemas, water parks, dining
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areas must be closed. Hotels, exhibition and convention centers can open, but no meetings,
seminars or banquets allowed. Furthermore, social gatherings of over 20 people in person are
not allowed, unless permission is granted by communicable disease officials.

In order to implement the national COVID-19 vaccination policy, the government
has accelerated negotiation with more suppliers to provide additional vaccines. The six vaccine
manufacturers are Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, Moderna, Astra Zeneca, Sinovac and Sinofarm.
Based on the government's current plan, about 10 million doses of the Covid-19 vaccine will
be distributed by August, and by early October almost 50 million people will get their first
dose. Thereupon, the top priority of the government in short term is all Thai people will
receive at least their first dose of coronavirus vaccine as soon as possible to improve immunity
against infection. In the long term, Thailand is planning to develop its own vaccine production
to ensure that Thai people can rely on locally produced vaccine.

In international relations, General Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister, gave an
opening remark at the 77" Session of ESCAP which took place virtually due to the pandemic
from 26 to 29 April 2021 under the theme “Building Back Better through regional cooperation
in the Asia-Pacific’. He reaffirmed Thailand’s readiness to enhance partnership with other
Member States in building back better and more resilient from the COVID-19 crisis, future
disasters, opposing discrimination, prejudice and violence against any race or gender while
leaving no one behind. The Prime Minister also stressed the importance of shifting the
economic development approach towards one that is more balanced, sustainable and
environmentally friendly. He also emphasized the importance of integrating the “Bangkok
Principles” on the implementation of the health aspects of the Sendai Framework for Disaster
Risk Reduction into disaster response.

The Thai National Assembly as a Legislative branch continues its mission. The
parliament issued measures to support their duties during the Coronavirus Disease 2019
outbreak by issuing preventive measures for parliamentary officers and the general public,
providing seating arrangement with social distancing in all parliamentary meetings and dining
seating plan, and limiting the number of meeting participants. There are also measures allowing
parliamentary personnel to work from home, setting up screening points, providing a registration
form for Coronavirus disease 2019 screening before entering the parliament building, issuing a big cleaning
measure, and providing alcohol gel services in all areas of parliamentary building. In addition,
the parliament offered 2,000 doses of vaccines in May 2021 and another 2,000 doses in June
2021 to parliamentary officers and all related personnel who work in the parliament, including
accompanying persons of the parliamentarians, housekeepers, and shopkeepers.

In terms of parliamentary meeting, the parliament considered the Emergency Decree
Authorising the Ministry of Finance to Raise Loans to Solve Problems, to Remedy And Restore
the Economy And Society as Affected by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E. 2564 (2021),
which is the second emergency decree for loan, proposed by the government to solve
problems, remedy for people affected by the situation of the Coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak,
and to restore the economy and society. In the meantime, the meetings were continuously
held for considering the relevant implementation by Standing Committees of the House of
Representatives, Standing Committees of the House of the senate, and an Ad-hoc Committee
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to consider and monitor the expenditure in accordance with three emergency decrees to solve
problems, and restore the economy and society affected by the Coronavirus disease pandemic.
The Committees also considered measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, security and
cleaning management in the Parliament Buildings, issues and solutions to problems arising from
the Coronavirus Disease 2019 outbreak, measures to help the affected people including
entrepreneurs, debtors and the general public. Furthermore, the Committees considered the
problem-solving of the economy, debt, and migrant workers and smugsgling. Moreover, there
are various matters were brought into account, including the development of research and
production of COVID-19 vaccines, vaccine management, research and development of herbs, and
budget, roadmaps or projects aimed at medical and public health purposes. Also, the
committees considered the platform to support the education system, and related Emergency
Decrees to helping people, and restoring the economy and society affected by the Coronavirus
Disease 2019 outbreak.

In international relations, although the COVID-19 pandemic has impacts on
parliamentary functions in terms of physical international conferences, the Parliament has
continued to attend virtual webinars and international conferences more than ever. The
Parliament has dedicated the joint efforts to discuss on the epidemic issues related to COVID-19
situation and preventive measures by attending 28 virtual meetings from January to June 2021.
The parliament participated in a webinar and 10 international conferences between May and
June 2021 as follows: 1) the 26™ UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties - COP26 Asia-Pacific
Meeting; 2) High-level parliamentary meeting at the United Nations Food Systems Summit
2021; 3) Inaugural EP-AIPA Inter-Regional Parliamentary Dialogue; 4) Women Political Leaders
Summit 2021 - WPL Summit; 5) Virtual World e-Parliament Conference 2021; 6) Briefing for
Parliamentarians on the UN : No.5; 7) The 142" IPU Assembly; 8) Exceptional Meeting of the
Association of the Secretaries General of Parliament; 9) RSIS-WTO Virtual Parliamentarian
Workshop on International Trade 2021; 10) The IPU Forum of Young Parliamentarians; and
11) The 31" session of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians.

Compiled by

Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
The Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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