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Executive Summary

Thailand entered its third COVID-19 wave in early April 2021 after the emergence

of a cluster of infections were detected at bars and entertainment venues in Bangkok's

Thong Lor area. The government had to prolong the consecutive extension of the nationwide
state of emergency for two more months after it expires on 31 March, 2021. The two-month

extension takes effect from 1 April - 31 May, 2021.

The government had to proceed national fight to contain the outbreak and attempt
to speed up the vaccination rollout. The government tightened measures to contain the current
surge of COVID-19 infections. Since the number of daily new COVID-19 infections in Thailand
was increasing dramatically and some private hospitals were fully occupied, the Ministry of
Public Health tried to expand facilities of field hospitals in order to accommodate the
increasing numbers of infected cases. Several major provinces, such as Chiang Mai, Nakhon
Ratchasima, Songkhla and Bangkok had prepared spaces to set up field hospitals, in case

general hospitals have become overwhelmed.

The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) divided COVID-19
colour-coding into two zones: red zone is the ultimate control area and orange zone is the
control area. Eighteen provinces declared red zones are Bangkok, Khon Kaen, Chon Buri,
Chiang Mai, Tak, Nakhon Pathom, Nakhon Ratchasima, Nonthaburi, Pathum Thani, Prachuap
Khiri Khan, Phuket, Rayong, Songkhla, Samut Prakan, Samut Sakhon, Sa Kaeo, Suphan Buri
and Udon Thani. Meanwhile the remaining fifty-nine provinces have been designated orange
zones or control areas. The CCSA imposed several measures to slow down the rise of new
COVID-19 cases but one of effective measures is the reduction in mobility. A mandatory
work-from-home order and a targeted lockdown in some high-risk areas were imposed until
30 April 2021. Employers are urged to let staff working from home or having alternative
working days at offices or implement other measures to reduce infection risk. Moreover,
CCSA also asked people to delay their gatherings. The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
announced the new measures that Bangkokians are ordered to put on masks at all times
staying outdoors from 26 April onwards. Violators are subject to a fine up to 20,000 Baht
under the Communicable Disease Act. At the same time, 59 other provinces had issued their
announcement of Governor Provinces that mask-wearing outdoor to guard against the

spread of Covid-19 was compulsory as well.

In economic terms, this new wave of COVID-19 infections has raised the
economic risk level. The Thai economy was contracted by 6.1 percent amid the first wave
last year, the second wave in December 2020 and the third wave in this early April. Many

people are worried that Thailand’s recovery will be further delayed. In order to recover the



country’s economy, the cabinet approved financial measures according to the Soft Loan Act,
to help financially-troubled businesses overcome the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The financial package includes 250 billion baht in soft loans and 100 billion baht for asset
warehousing, whereby debtors use their assets as collateral with the right to redeem or to
rent their assets later on.

Regarding to vaccination, the CCSA reported that the new batch of vaccines were
distributed to frontline health officials in high-risk areas and in the tourist destination
provinces. Afterwards, CCSA expected that the 10 million doses of vaccines will arrive in
June and will be delivered for inoculation each month to cover at least 30 million people
by year end. At this time, Thailand confront the problem of slow-moving inoculation.
So far, fewer than 600,000 people, or 0.9% of the population, were vaccinated at least one
dose. Furthermore, limited supplies of vaccines also delayed the national vaccination
schedule. The Prime Minister had ordered 35 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines from a few
more suppliers after the large quantities of vaccine would not be available until June.
Nevertheless, the government insisted that the distribution and inoculation of vaccines

will be completed within December 2021.

The Thai National Assembly as a Legislative branch continues its mission.
The parliament issued measures to support their duties during the Coronavirus Disease 2019
outbreak by issuing preventive measures for parliamentary officers and the general public,
providing seating arrangement with social distancing in all parliamentary meetings and dining
seating plan, and limiting the number of meeting participants. There are also measures allowing
parliamentary personnel to work from home, setting up screening points, issuing a big cleaning
measure, and providing alcohol gel services in all areas of parliamentary building. In addition,
the parliament started providing all parliamentarians with the first dose of COVID-19 vaccines
and screening services with COVID-19 Rapid Strip Test in April 2021. Moreover, the parliament
has made a plan to offer 2,000 doses of vaccines to parliamentary officers and all related
personnel who work in the parliament, including accompanying persons of the parliamentarians,
housekeepers, and shopkeepers in May 2021.

In the meantime, the meetings were continuously held for considering the relevant
implementation by Standing Committees of the House of Representatives, Standing Committees
of the House of the senate, and an Ad-hoc Committee to consider and monitor the spending
of money in accordance with three emergency decrees to solve problems, and restore the
economy and society affected by the Coronavirus disease pandemic. The Committees also
considered measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19, cleaning management to develop
and improve their performance, and guidelines solving economic issues such as debt and
other financial issues, and product price slump. Furthermore, there are various matters were

brought into account, including suidelines for public assistance in vaccines, progress of vaccine



development and provision, and tourism development plans. Moreover, the Committees
considered development and labour problem-solving in order to develop their vocational
skills after the epidemic, and information on the government plans and projects, along with
the government spending to assist affected people since the emergence of the COVID-19

pandemic, especially during the time of the economic recession from March to June 2020.

In international relations, although the COVID-19 pandemic has impacts on parliamentary
functions in terms of physical international conferences, the Parliament has continued to attend
webinars and international conferences via virtual meetings, which were held more than the
usual meetings. The Parliament has dedicated the joint efforts to discuss on the epidemic issues
related to COVID-19 situation and preventive measures by attending 17 virtual meetings from
January to April 2021. During March and April 2021, the parliament participated in 4 webinars
and 5 international conferences as follows: 1) Webinar on “EU and ASEAN Gender Parity: State
of Play and Perspectives”; 2) ASEAN+3 Group during the 142" IPU Assembly Meeting; 3) Bureau
Meeting of the IPU Standing Committee on Sustainable Development; 4) The Parliamentary
Meeting on the occasion of the 65" Commission on the Status of Women — CSW65; 5) The 285"
session of the Executive Committee Meeting;, 6) Webinar on “Building bridges between
science and parliamentarians for the good of society”; 7) Webinar on “Building a better future
where nobody is left behind: How can parliaments ensure that COVID-19 recovery strategies
are in line with the SDGs?”; 8) The 45th IPU Bureau of Women Parliamentarians Meeting; and
9) Webinar on "From political will to law: Advancing universal health coverage in Africa and

Asia-Pacific".

Compiled by
Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

The Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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