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Executive Summary

Due to the recent COVID-19 outbreak in mid-December 2020, the Thai Government

and provincial government has enacted a variety of emergency disease control measures.

The Government has extended the emergency decree until February 28, 2021 and has
issued disease-control measures to contain the spread of the coronavirus disease. As a new
wave of infections has occurred in some areas, authorities were assigned to increase the
effectiveness of measures to deal swiftly with the situation to prevent the pandemic from
spiralling out of control. In consequence, the Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration
(CCSA) categorized number of provinces into 5 areas with specific measures in place
depending on the level of risk. Those are maximum and strict control (dark red zone),
maximum control (red zone), control zone (orange zone), high surveillance (yellow zone)

and surveillance (green zone).

In the wake of the latest COVID-19 outbreak, the Government had approved the
new financial measure to ease people's plight by reducing their cost-of-living expenses and
put more cash in their pockets. These new measures eligible for casual workers, freelancers
and farmers who are not covered by the social security system. The new relief measures are
designed to help public by reducing electricity and water bills in February and March 2021
and supporting internet operators to upgrade the speed of fixed broadband subscribers and
free of charge for three months to support ability of users to work or learn at home.
Meanwhile the cabinet operated to assist liquidity enhancement by approving soft loans
that will boost cash flow for eligible people and SMEs businesses at a cost of 200 billion
baht. Moreover, it also stimulated the economy by operate allowance measures in order to
support consumer spending in many campaigns; such as “Rao Tiew Duay Kan” (We Travel
Together) to support local tourism sectors, the co-payment subsidy scheme, “Khon la krueng”
and “Rao Chana” (We Win) which subsidized for the affected people.

Later, the government announced after the CCSA meeting that the Centre
decided to extend the enforcement of the emergency decree until March 31 this year. The
meeting also approved the lifting of restrictions, aimed at curbing the spread of COVID-19,
and a proposal to downgrade the degree of COVID-19 infection in various areas. Currently,
Samut Sakhon is the only province with its status as a red zone, where maximum control is in

place.

In addition, CCSA also reported about the Government’s policy on COVID-19
vaccinations that everyone in the country, including foreigners, would have access to
vaccines. The government provided COVID-19 vaccination to reduce COVID -19 illness and
deaths and to maintain the national health system, national economy and society in both

tourism and industrial sectors. The first 317,000 doses of Covid-19 vaccines that arrived on



February 24, 2021 were inspected by officials from Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and
Government Pharmaceutical Organisation (GPO) before distribution process. The vaccination
programme will be divided into two phases. For the first phase, vaccines will then be given
to priority groups in 13 provinces with the highest infection rates or the greatest economic
importance, or both, from March 1, 2021 onwards. The provinces with the highest infection
rates are Samut Sakhon (a COVID -19 maximum and strict control zone) and eight provinces
identified as COVID-19 control zones: Bangkok (western), Pathum Thani, Nonthaburi, Samut
Prakan, Tak (Mae Sot district), Nakhon Pathom, Samut Songkhram and Ratchaburi. The four
provinces of economic importance are Chon Buri, Phuket, Surat Thani (including Koh Samui)
and Chiang Mai. Next on the second phase, a further more doses of vaccines expected in

March and 1 million more in April, will be distributed to the rest of the country.

In international relations term, the Thai Government maintained and promoted
relationship with other countries to cooperate in post COVID-19 recovery. On December 4,
2020, H.E. General Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister delivered a pre-recorded video
statement at the Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Prime Minister shared Thailand’s experiences in tackling COVID-19
and underlined that the main factors contributing to Thailand’s achievement in curbing
COVID-19 thus far include the strength of Thailand’s health system and dedicated health
workers, in particular, the village health volunteers and the close cooperation from all
sectors in complying with basic preventive measures against COVID-19. He pledged
Thailand’s financial contribution for the development and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines
and treatments through the ACT Accelerator Initiative, stressing that they must be “global
public goods” that are equally accessible to all. He underlined the importance of the
multilateral system and solidarity to overcome this crisis in a sustainable manner. On this
note, Thailand and ASEAN Member States have put in place robust mechanisms to fight the
COVID-19 pandemic through various initiatives such as the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund,
the ASEAN Comprehensive Recovery Framework, and the establishment of the ASEAN Centre
for Public Health Emergencies and Emerging Diseases. The Prime Minister also expressed
Thailand’s readiness to cooperate with all Member States in battling this pandemic, while

“leaving no one behind.”

At the same time, the Thai National Assembly as a Legislative branch continues
its mission. The parliament issued measures to support the performance of duties during the
situation of Coronavirus Disease 2019 outbreak by establishing preventive measures for
parliamentary personnel and the general public; seating arrangement with social distancing
in all parliamentary meetings and dining seating plan, and limiting the number of meeting
participants. There are also measures allowing parliamentary personnel to work from home,
setting up screening points, issuing a Big Cleaning measure, and providing alcohol gel services

in all areas of parliamentary building. In addition, the Parliament issued regulations to



support the performance of parliamentarians during the crisis, namely Parliamentary
Regulation on Electronic Media Conference, B.E. 2563 (2020), Regulation on Electronic Media
Conference for the Committees of the House of Representatives, B.E. 2563 (2020), and
Regulation on Electronic Media Conference for the Committees of the House of the senate
B.E. 2563 (2020). In the meantime, the meetings were continuously held for considering the
relevant implementation by Standing Committees of the House of Representatives, Standing
Committees of the House of the senate, and an Ad-hoc Committee to consider and monitor
the spending of money in accordance with three emergency decrees to solve problems, to
remedy and restore the economy and society affected by the Coronavirus disease pandemic.
The Committees also consider and study the issues arising from the COVID-19 epidemic,
guidelines for setting up preventive and mitigation measures, and the Thai economic and

social rehabilitation work plans to assist affected people.

In international relations aspect, the Parliament has dedicated the joint efforts to
discussion to resolve the epidemic issues by participating in international conferences via
virtual meetings related to COVID-19 situation and preventive measures, namely: 1) Digital
Introductory Meeting AIPA — The Norwegian Parliament; 2) ASGP-IPU joint meeting; 3) Briefing
meeting for the Secretariat of Parliamentary Union member states; 4) OECD Global
Parliamentary Network Meeting; 5) IPU Executive Committee meeting; 6) The Role of
Parliaments in Times of Crisis: Front-line Players, Referees - or Just Noisy Spectators?; 7) The
84th Council Meeting and the 50th General Assembly of Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians' Union;
8) “Webinar on The global post COVID-19 economy: Devising sustainable trade policies to
support the fight against poverty”; 9) Webinar on "Universal Health coverage in times of
COVID-19 - Parliamentary best practices and challenges"; 10) Reykjavik Global Forum — Women
Leaders; 11) The 41st General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly; and 12)
The Fifth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament.

Compiled by
Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

The Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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Senior Adviser, Women's Leadership, UN Women;

Chair of the Board, Reykjavik Global Forum - Women Leaders
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