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415" GENERAL ASSEMBLY

////'/ N\ ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
W\ Viet Nam, 8 - 10 September 2020
A I PA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community

SUMMARY REPORT OF
THE FORTY-FIRST (41°") GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (AIPA)

INTRODUCTION

The 41% General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) with the
theme “Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community” was
held virtually from 8 to 10 September 2020, in Ha Noi, Viet Nam pursuant to the Statues of
AIPA and the decision of the AIPA President in consensus with AIPA Member Parliaments.

H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of of the National Assembly
of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam presided over the 41 General Assembly of AIPA.

DELEGATIONS

The 41 General Assembly of AIPA was attended virtually by delegates from all AIPA Member
Parliaments, 9 Observer Parliaments, Guests of the Host, AIPA and ASEAN Secretariats and
AIPA Partners.

For the AIPA Member delegations, Brunei Darussalam was led by H.E. Pehin Dato Abdul
Rahman Taib, Speaker of the Legislative Council: Cambodia was led by Samdech Akka Moha
Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly: Indonesia was led by H.E.
Mdm. Puan Maharani, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Lao People’s Democratic
Republic was led by H.E. Mdm. Pany Yathotou, President of the National Assembly; Malaysia
was led by H.E. Datuk Azhar Azizan Harun, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Myanmar was led by H.E. Mr. T Khun Myatt, Speaker of the Union Assembly; Philippines
was led by H.E. Alan Peter S. Cayetano, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Singapore
was led by H.E. Mr. Tan Chuan-Jin, Speaker of the Parliament; Thailand was led by H.E. Mr.
Chuan Leekpai, President of the National Assembly and Viet Nam was led by H.E. Mdm. Tong
Thi Phong, First Vice-President of the National Assembly.

1



For the Observer delegations, Australia was led by Mr. Ross Vasta; Belarus was led by H.E.
Mr. Vladimir Andreichenko, Chairman of the House of Representatives; Canada was led by
Hon. Mr. Han Dong; People’s Republic of China was led by Hon. Mr. Fuli Chen; European
Parliaments was led by Hon. Mr. Daniel Caspary; India was led by Hon. Dr. Satya Pal Singh;
H.E. Ms. Santo Akiko, President of the House of Councillors of Japan sent her message;
Republic of Korea was led by Hon. Mr. Hoyoung Joo; New Zealand was led by H.E. Mr. Rt
Hon Trevor Mallard, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Russian Federation was led by
Mr. Konstantin Kosachev and H.E. Mr. Aniceto Longuinhos Guterres Lopes, President of the
National Assembly of Timor-Leste sent his Message to the General Assembly.

The delegation from AIPA Secretariat was led by Hon. Nguyen Tuong Van, Secretary General
of AIPA.

For the delegation of Guest of the Host, Kazakhstan was led by H.E. Mr. Nurlan Nigmatulin,
Chairman of the Majilis of the Parliament; Morocco was led by H.E. Mr. Habib EI Malki,
President of the House of Representatives; and Norway was led by H.E. Mrs. Tone Wilhelmsen
Troen, President of the Parliament; United Nations was led by Hon. Fabrizio Hochschild; the
ASEAN Secretariat was led by Deputy Secretary General Hon. Kung Phoak; Inter-
Parliamentary Union was led by Secretary Geenral Hon. Martin Chungong.

For the delegation of AIPA Partner, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia
(ERIA) was led by Hon. Mr. Hidetoshi Nishimura; Freeland was led by Mr. Steven Galster;
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) was led by Ms. Julia
Schulte and Parliamentary Institute of Cambodia (PIC) was led by Mr. Dararith Kim-Yeat.

The complete list of delegates is appended as Annex A.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Executive Committee did not convene physically, the President of the Executive
Committee circulated a letter to the AIPA Executive Members on 28" August, 2020 to prepare
the programme, agenda and other relevant matters pertaining to the General Assembly. After
consultation with, and approval of the Executive Committee, on 3™ September, 2020, the
President of Executive Committee, President of the 415t AIPA General Assembly wrote a letter
to AIPA Executive Members informing that the Executive Committee adopted the Programme
of Activities, Draft Agenda Items for the 41% General Assembly, Composition of Committees,
the nomination of AIPA Distinguished Service Award, admission of new Observers, and the
initiative to form the meeting of AIPA Young Parliamentarians. The Executive Committee also
agreed to hold the 42" General Assembly of AIPA in Brunei Darussalam, in August 2021.



9. H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of the National Assembly of
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam was the President of the Executive Committee and The
Speaker of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam was appointed as the Vice President
of the Executive Committee.

10. The Report of the Executive Committee Meeting is appended as Annex B.

IV. WRITTEN MESSAGES FROM HEADS OF STATE/GOVERNMENT

11. Written Messages were received from the following Heads of State/Government of AIPA
Member Countries:

Head of State/Government AIPA Member Country
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzadin Waddaulah Brunei Darussalam

His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni  Cambodia

H.E.
H.E.
H.E.
H.E.
H.E.
H.E.
H.E.
H.E.

12.

V.

13.

Mr. Joko Widodo Indonesia
Mr. Bounnhang Vorachith Lao PDR
Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin bin Haji Mohd Yassin Malaysia
U Win Myint Myanmar
Mr. Rodrigo Roa Durtete Philippines
Mdm. Halimah Yacob Singapore
General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.) Thailand
Mr. Nguyen Phu Trong Viet Nam

The Written Messages are appended as Annex C.

OPENING CEREMONY OF 41t GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Opening Ceremony of the 41 General Assembly of AIPA was held on Tuesday, 8

September 2020, commencing at 08.30 am. H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of
the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, President of AIPA delivered her
opening speech. H.E. Nguyen Phu Trong, the General Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Party, State President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam delivered his welcome video
message. H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, the Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam,
Chairman of ASEAN 2020 delivered his speech.
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Opening Speech by H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

14.

15.

16.

17.

In her Opening Speech, H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of the National Assembly
of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, President of AIPA, expressed her high appreciation for
the efforts, determination and cooperation of AIPA Member Parliaments to attend the 41
General Assembly of AIPA, the first virtual Assembly in the 43-year history of AIPA, a proof
of cohesiveness and responsiveness of AIPA and ASEAN against the background of serious
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the region and the world in the pursuit of happiness for
ASEAN people.

She also emphasised the significance of the 41% AIPA theme of “Parliamentary diplomacy for
a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community”, which showcased the AIPA's and Member
Parliaments' consensus to support ASEAN Governments in overcoming difficulties, promote
solidarity, cooperation, for an ASEAN Community of prosperity and sustainable development.
The common goals of development of ASEAN Community to 2025 and beyond set tasks for
parliamentarians to further unite, cooperate, jointly emphasise a sense of responsibility,
empathy and sharing in AIPA.

She urged AIPA Member Parliaments to (i) put the interest of the people at the center of all our
actions, in a spirit of respect for domestic and international law; (ii) work closely with ASEAN
in the ASEAN Community building; (iii) expand cooperation with regional and international
inter-parliamentary organizations, (iv) help to reform and improve the effectiveness of AIPA
in light of “turning words into actions” for a brighter future through the development of an
AIPA vision; (v) articulate the goal of more effective parliamentary diplomacy for peace,
stability, cooperation and sustainable development, for cohesiveness, responsiveness and
increased resilience within ASEAN. She also underscored the importance of information and
communication about AIPA, ASEAN to the public, which helps to raise mutual understanding
and reinforce mutual confidence, a critical foundation for ASEAN regional integration.

The Opening Speech by H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of
the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam is appended as Annex D.

Welcome Remarks of H.E. Nguyen Phu Trong, the State President of the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam

18.

In his video message, H.E. Nguyen Phu Trong, the General Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party, the State President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam welcomed the delegates
to the 41% General Assembly held virtually and expressed his appreciation and complimented
the efforts to hold the 415 AIPA General Assembly, which illustrates the resolve of the National
Assembly of Viet Nam and AIPA Member Parliaments to join hands in solidarity to overcome



19.

20.

difficulties, to promote cooperation and development of the ASEAN Community. He stressed
that against the rapid and extraordinarily profound changes, particularly due to the COVID-19
pandemic and major powers strategic competition, the whirlwind development of science and
technology, digital transformation across the globe present countries with both opportunities
and challenges, ASEAN and AIPA should underscore the importance of cohesion, resilience
to respond to the new situation, adjustment to the new circumstances to meet the ever-rising
aspirations of our people, businesses and international friends.

He also highlighted that as legislators, parliamentarians are the highest representatives of the
people, reflecting their voices and wishes. He congratulated AIPA’s 43 years of development
in joining hands with ASEAN and contributing practically to the Association's milestones of
development. He said that an ASEAN that is strong, the driver of regional, international
cooperation and playing central role is not only a pillar of support for Viet Nam, but also its
goal. He said that it is time for AIPA to continue its efforts to contribute to ASEAN centrality
in the evolving regional architecture, promote multilateralism, connectivity, international
cooperation, absolute respect for the rule-of-law, for peace, stability and prosperity in the region
and the world.

The Welcoming Remarks by H.E. Nguyen Phu Trong is appended as Annex E.

Remarks of H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, the Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

21.

22.

H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, the Prime Minister of Viet Nam expressed his gratitude to Mdm.
Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, the President of the 415 AIPA for her important contributions and to
the leaders of AIPA Member Parliaments for their active participation at the ASEAN-AIPA
Interface at the 36" ASEAN Summit in 26™ June, 2020. He appreciated the role of AIPA to
support ASEAN in maintaining an environment of peace, security, stability, cooperation and
development, and strengthening the bond among peoples of the countries in the region. By
Commending the theme of AIPA-41: “Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and
Responsive ASEAN Community”, an expression of the strong commitment and support of AIPA
and Member Parliaments towards the efforts of the governments and people of ASEAN for a
united and resilient ASEAN that respond effectively to the opportunities and challenges ahead,
he highlighted key areas of cooperation between AIPA and the ASEAN including the
following:

First, advance the implementation of the Blueprints across the three pillars and the realization
of the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 by mainstreaming and harmonizing the policies and
decisions of ASEAN with national development programs. Second, the parliamentarians of
AIPA should reflect the people’s will in the decisions concerning the future directions for
ASEAN development and a people-centered ASEAN Community Vision beyond 2025. Third,
join hands with ASEAN governments to build a rules-based Community that upholds the rule
of law, equality and mutual respect, and settles disputes and differences through peaceful means
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23.

VI.

24,

on the basis of respect for international law. He also welcomed broader relations with partners,
through which ASEAN should always maintain its centrality in the region and finally, promote
connectivity among people, enrich the ASEAN values and cultural identity for a cohesive,
caring and sharing ASEAN Community. He stressed that despite difficulties, Viet Nam was
committed to fulfilling its role as the ASEAN Chair 2020 and reiterated his confidence that
given the common effort of the member governments and parliaments, ASEAN shall continue
to steadily move forward on the path to build a community of solidarity, resilience, cohesion
and responsiveness, for peace, development, and prosperity.

The Remarks by H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc is appended as Annex F.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

The First Plenary Session of the 41% General Assembly of AIPA was held on Tuesday, 8
September 2020 at 09.35 am. It was presided over by H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan,
President of AIPA, President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
who called the session to order and invited delegates to introduce themselves.

Nomination of the Vice-Presidents of 415t General Assembly

25.

Pursuant to Article 10 of the Statutes of AIPA, the General Assembly elected the Heads of
Delegations of the AIPA Member Parliaments as Vice-Presidents of the 415 General Assembly
of AIPA.

Discussion and Adoption of Items in Order of Business

26.

The General Assembly then proceeded to consider and adopt the following items in the Order
of Business:

a) Programme of Activities for the 41 General Assembly (Annex G);

b) Agenda Items for the General Assembly (Annex H); and

¢) Composition of Committees (Annex I).

Statements by Heads of Delegations of AIPA Member Parliaments

27.

The Heads of Delegations of the AIPA Member Parliaments then delivered their respective
statements at the session.

Brunei Darussalam

28.

H.E. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib delivered a statement to the 41st AIPA General Assembly.
In his statement, he highlighted that this year’s theme “Parliamentary Diplomacy for Cohesive
and Responsive ASEAN”, is very relevant to the current context as we face unprecedented
challenges in adapting to the new normal.



29.

30.

H.E. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib emphasized that the global impact of the pandemic on
health, education and the economy has fundamentally changed the way in which we lead our
daily lives. In response to that, H.E. invited AIPA Member Parliaments to maintain a forward-
looking approach and carefully adapt to ensure the continuity of AIPA’s work by upholding the
true ASEAN spirit of “Unity in Diversity”. He believed that AIPA will be able to assist ASEAN
to overcome the challenges ahead and respond adeptly to the impending future.

The Speaker also reminded AIPA Member Parliaments to continue fostering cooperation
among relevant stakeholders by encouraging timely exchanges of lessons learned in relation to
mitigating the effects of COVID-19, while also acknowledging post-pandemic challenges and
devising pre-emptive measures to safeguard the interests of our people. Closing his statement,
H.E Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib mentioned that Brunei Darussalam will continue to
support the endeavors and efforts by AIPA Member Parliaments in addressing the global and
regional challenges through partnerships and diplomacy.

Cambodia

31.

32.

33.

Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly of the
Kingdom of Cambodia highlighted several important points. He believed that the parliaments
play important roles in making an ASEAN rules-based and people-oriented institution.

He stated that COVID-19 brought challenges and impacted social and economic globally. He
believed that ASEAN member parliaments should enhance international cooperation for
common interests and benefits. He informed that the pandemic has been actively controlled
with collective efforts, through the establishment of COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund. He
mentioned that in tackling COVID-19, it requires significant funding, Cambodia practical
experience in mobilizing resources through fostering and encouraging contribution from public
institutions, the private sector, development partners, NGOs toward people in need and society
as a whole. This is Cambodia’s culture of sharing, solidarity and national unity.

He believed that ASEAN should further deepen regional integration to facilitate the flow of
goods, services and people; although in the current situation ASEAN has managed to maintain
its supply chain of goods. He also informed that Cambodia has redirected its development
strategy based on comparative and competitive advantaged, focusing more on agriculture &
agro-industry, digital transformation and domestic tourism. He stated that Cambodian
Parliament upholds the continuous efforts of ASEAN, focusing on maintaining and promoting
peace, security and stability in the region, as well as the settlement of disputes based on the
principle of international law and diplomacy and avoiding the use of force. He also mentioned
that Cambodia supports young AIPA parliamentarians to participate in all AIPA meetings. He
believed that youth plays significant roles in national development and ASEAN Community.

Indonesia

34.

Her Excellency Puan Maharani, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Republic
of Indonesia conveyed her utmost appreciation to the National Assembly of Vietnam for hosting
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35.

36.

the 41t AIPA General Assembly. In her statement, she emphasized on the important role of
Parliament in encouraging ASEAN Member States governments to deliver adequate policy to
curb the spread of COVID-19, reduce greater economic impact and ensuring social welfare as
well as performing legislative duty through passing bills related to fiscal stimulus or
strengthening social safety net. She said that Parliament should also improve oversight to ensure
that those laws would be implemented, and their benefits would be felt by the people.

She stated on the importance of maintaining security and stability as an important factor in the
development and growth in the region. She recalled that to keep Southeast Asia to be peaceful,
friendly and harmonious region, ASEAN Member States should prioritize on peaceful
settlement, avoid tension, exercise self-restraint and encourage confidence building measures.
The Speaker also reminded the importance to uphold the United Nation Convention on Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982 as reference in determining maritime entitlements, sovereign rights
and legitimate interests over maritime zones while fostering The South China Sea Code of
Conduct as the mutually agreeable platform for dialogue between ASEAN and China on South
China Sea.

She believed that in order for ASEAN to become Cohesive and Responsive, ASEAN Member
States should enhance capacity to be the first in line to respond any emerging regional
challenges including human trafficking and people smuggling of displaced persons in the region
as the excess of the situation in Rakhine, before it becomes internationalized. She further stated
that Parliamentary encouragement to the issue is crucial as the delicate matter is feared could
further hinder the efforts of curbing the spread of COVID-19. She also believed that as one
community ASEAN will be able to overcome this difficult time and address other regional
challenges with the spirit of ‘Gotong Royong’ a traditional Indonesian term for working
collectively. She prayed that God will grant ASEAN Member Parliaments the strength and
health in the service of ASEAN people in this time of pandemic.

Lao’s People Democratic Republic

37.

38.

Her Excellency Pany Yathotou, the President of the National Assembly, appreciated the theme
of the 41st AIPA General Assembly: “Parliamentary Diplomacy for Cohesive and Responsive
ASEAN”, which contributes to the commitment of 36" ASEAN Summit and promotes
cooperation and partnership within ASEAN Member States. She further highlighted the vital
role of AIPA in promoting parliamentary diplomacy through the adoption of numerous
important resolutions of the AIPA General Assembly aiming at the realisation of cohesive and
responsive ASEAN Community. These undertakings strengthen the socio-economic and
political-security cooperation at the regional level on the basis of consensus building; promote
public participation in the ASEAN community building process; encourage the harmonised and
responsive legislations as well as exchange the best practices and experience among member
parliaments.

She emphasised the commitment of the National Assembly of Laos towards the translation of
Declaration of the Special ASEAN Summit on COVID-19 into national frameworks by
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39.

focusing on the surveillance, control and responsive measures against the COVID-19 outbreak
and adopting legislation framework, promoting public awareness of the preventive and
responsive measures against the epidemic while promoting the participation of the public and
private sectors and strictly implement preventive measures in the fight against COVID-19.

On her final note, the President of the Lao National Assembly underlined the role of AIPA
Member Parliaments through parliamentary diplomacy to encourage the Government of
ASEAN Member States to implement measures and translate commitment of the ASEAN
Leaders as well as the Heads of AIPA towards tangible results, thereby contributing to maintain
peace, stability, security and sustainable prosperity in the region and the world at large. She
also appreciated the ASEAN Member States, ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners, friendly countries
and international organisations for valuable support and technical and financial assistance.

Malaysia

40.

41.

42.

His Excellency Datuk Azhar Azizan Harun started his statement with a brief background on the
formation of ASEAN and the principles that catalysed the establishment of the organization.
Following upon that, the statement highlighted the importance of ASEAN as a pillar of strength
for the region to it member states that is subsequently followed by AIPA’s active involvement
in achieving the goals and objectives set out by ASEAN.

The Speaker further illustrated the unique importance of parliamentary diplomacy as a tool to
resolve regional issues and adversity as well as the roles and expectations of parliamentarians
to ensure that the guiding principles of ASEAN remain at the forefront of the efforts of its
member states.

He concluded his statement with a call to action for the region to strive for greater regional
representation through better interstate cooperation and committed participation to realise the
ASEAN Vision.

Myanmar

43.

44,

His Excellency Mr. T. Khun Myatt, Speaker of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and Pyithu Hluttaw of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar delivered a message to the 41st General Assembly of
the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA). In his message, the Speaker stated that
Myanmar supports the theme of 41st AIPA General Assembly and emphasised the need of
coordination within ASEAN to overcome the challenges posed by COVID-19.

The Speaker appreciated the ASEAN member states for their concerted efforts and stressed the
importance of the precautionary measures by Myanmar in combating the COVID-19 Pandemic.
He added that although the COVID-19 has caused hindrance to the people to people
connectivity, it has opened windows of opportunities for digital connectivity. He underscored
the importance of solidarity, mutual respect and non-interference in the internal affairs of the
member states.



45.

The Speaker also reiterated Myanmar’s democratic transition process and the need of time and
patience for the flourishing democracy. He also mentioned that Myanmar Hluttaw is ready to
stand with AIPA member parliaments in addressing the regional and global challenges.

Philippines

46.

471.

In his statement, House Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano emphasised that unity and neighbourly
cooperation are the flagship and main objectives of AIPA and ASEAN. More importantly in
these times of crises, Speaker Cayetano said that the executive and legislative branches of
governments act in unison to stop the COVID-19 pandemic, caring for those afflicted, assisting
the hungry and the jobless, and jumpstarting the economies which ground to a halt due to
various community quarantine measures. He stated that branches of government must continue
to complement each other in crafting a clear and effective comprehensive recovery plan that is
resilient, sustainable, and inclusive. And for the region, Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano stressed
that AIPA must continue to support ASEAN in its recovery framework to bring the region back
to its feet after this COVID-19 setback.

As a response to the pandemic, Speaker Cayetano mentioned that the country passed a key
legislation in March 2020 mandating a whole-of-government approach to counter the
pandemic. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte lauded the Philippine Congress for enacting the
“Bayanihan to Heal as One Act” which enabled the government to implement timely
emergency measures to mitigate the impact of the crisis. Speaker Cayetano also underscored
the fact that the House of Representatives pioneered the use of available conference
technologies to pass on third and final reading the key legislative measures intended to help the
government defeat the virus and counteract all its negative effects on the people.

Singapore

48.

49.

H.E. Mr. Tan Chuan-Jin, Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Singapore opened his
speech with observations on the effects and profound implications of the COVID-19 pandemic,
and how it has changed the way we live. Despite the global imposition of containment measures
and travel restrictions to stem the spread of the pandemic, ASEAN Member States quickly rose
to the occasion to support one another. In this vein, he noted that Vietnam’s ASEAN
Chairmanship theme of “Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN” was especially relevant and
underscored how ASEAN needed to work in concert and respond to the pandemic outbreak in
an effective and timely manner.

Mr Tan reminded all AIPA members of their important role as parliamentarians in representing
the needs of their citizens and supporting their respective countries’ responses to the pandemic.
He also urged AIPA members to promote understanding and awareness of ASEAN amongst
their constituents and communicate the continued importance of the ASEAN Community, as
regional and international cooperation would be critical in restoring transnational travel, supply
chain connectivity and economic activity in the wake of the pandemic. He noted that it was
more pertinent than ever that AIPA should be used to foster greater cooperation amongst
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ASEAN Member States and build mutual understanding, trust and confidence, so that ASEAN
could weather this storm together.

50. In this regard, he urged AIPA members not lose sight of the need to cooperate in areas of
common interest such as cybersecurity, the development of smart cities, and regional economic
integration and transboundary challenges such as climate change, transboundary haze pollution
and transboundary crime for the post-COVID-19 normal. This would ensure that ASEAN
remained resilient and relevant in the decades to come.

Thailand
51. H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai said in tackling the COVID-19 situation, we are focusing on

52.

immediate internal needs - inevitably with external relations being less urgent. This could
adversely affect the unity and centrality of ASEAN, particularly when it is being confronted
with difficulties resulting from geopolitical and strategic uncertainty. He expressed his strong
belief that parliaments could work closely during this difficult time to achieve common
objectives, as follows.

First, parliaments must strengthen their closeness to the people, thereby reaffirming ASEAN’s
vision for a people-centered community and allowing ourselves to fulfill the mandate to oversee
and provide insights for the executive branch. Second, at the regional level, it is preferable for
AIPA to exchange knowledge and experiences among Members of Parliament. Finally, the
ASEAN states are urged to harmonise laws to ensure that the same or similar rules and
regulations are moving in the same direction. In this way ASEAN unity and centrality can be
persevered and strengthened.

Viet Nam

53.

54,

H.E. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong, First Vice President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam
emphasised that against the backdrop of rapid changes, the outbreak and spread of the COVID-
19 pandemic causing untold losses in lives, risks of instability, ASEAN and AIPA stood
testimony to the spirit of unity, mutual assistance, and companionship in times of need. The
2020 AIPA presidency was a great honor to the National Assembly of Viet Nam, as this year
also marked the 25" anniversary of Viet Nam's accession to AIPA. As a responsible member,
the National Assembly of Viet Nam actively conducted various activities in its year of
Presidency. She welcomed ASEAN’s initiatives for 2020 to maintain regional peace, security
and stability, enhance regional connectivity and integration, and improve responsiveness to
utilise the opportunities offered by the 4" Industrial Revolution to promote ASEAN’s
community awareness and identity, strengthen partnership for peace and sustainable
development, and improve ASEAN’s adaptability and operational effectiveness.

She also made some proposals for AIPA to (i) continue reinforcing a peaceful and stable
environment to build a rules-based and people-centered ASEAN Community that upholds unity
in rule-of-law, diversity, and solidarity by strengthening legal cooperation, enhancing
monitoring and extending support to the Governments of all ASEAN countries; (ii) promote
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55.

the implementation of initiatives towards a resilient and self-reliant Economic Community; (iii)
stand united to overcome current challenges, and collectively support the AIPA Socio-Cultural
Community in response to COVID-19 across all sectors and (iv) enhance to role and stronger
participation of AIPA young parliamentarians; (v) ensure women’s equal participation in
Community-building and promote their access to sustainable employment and income and (vi)
support AIPA’s innovation and development, AIPA-ASEAN partnership, and regional and
international cooperation mechanisms for the benefits of the people and the ASEAN
Community.

The Statements by Heads of Delegations of AIPA Member Parliaments are appended as Annex
J.

Statements by Heads of Delegations of Observer Parliaments

56.

The Heads of Delegations of the Observer Parliaments from Australia, Belarus, Canada,
People’s Republic of China, European Parliament, India, Japan, Republic of Korea, New
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Russian Federation, Timor-Leste presented their statements at the
First Plenary Session of the General Assembly.

Australia

S7.

58.

59.

Hon. Mr. Ross Vasta opened his remarks by thanking AIPA for organizing the AIPA General
Assembly despite the current pandemic. Hon. Mr. Ross Vasta showed his support ASEAN
efforts and effective leadership to promote the role of Parliaments in promoting ASEAN
cohesiveness and economic recovery and to take necessary actions to overcome the pandemic.

Hon. Mr. Ross Vasta informed the audience that Australia has supported ASEAN since the
early era of ASEAN by becoming the first of ASEAN’s 10 dialogue partners and has shared
the same vision of prosperous, secure and vibrant societies, working to advance sustainable and
inclusive development. In regards to advancing this vision, he explained the range of
collaboration areas between ASEAN and Australia which include economic integration,
infrastructure project, smart and sustainable cities, energy and water resource, and security
measures.

For the closing statement, he emphasized the critical role of ASEAN in dealing with and
resolving shared problems in the region and the role of parliamentarians to encourage and
influence public debate on important issues for a better post-COVID world.

Belarus

60.

H. E. Mr. Vladimir Andreichenko, Chairman of the House of Representatives of the National
Assembly of the Republic of Belarus, opened his statement by appreciating the significant of
AIPA in enhancing the role of parliamentary diplomacy in Southeast Asia and cooperation with
its partners, especially with the number of international challenges today. Concerned with the
current security and economic global state, he emphasized the importance for Belarus to follow
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ASEAN’s way to promote the ideas of cooperation, open, and honest negotiations and to pursue
independent foreign policy.

61. As Belarus is the bridge of the East and the West, H. E. Mr. Vladimir showed willingness to
assist the desire of ASEAN countries to conclude the free trade zone agreement with the
Eurasian Economic Union. He then explained the possibility of cooperation development in the
IT field between Belarus and ASEAN Countries. The increasing crypto platform and
cryptocurrencies, artificial intelligence, and block chain technologies will be mutually
beneficial for Belarus and ASEAN, and could be enshrined under the concept of cooperation
between EAEU and ASEAN. Further, the information security issue is also becoming relevant,
which resulting in Belarus put forward an initiative of “belt of digital neighborhood” to ensure
international information security based on the digital sovereignty and non-interference
principles.

Canada

62. Hon. Han Dong, the head of delegation from the Parliament of Canada open his statement by
expressing his gratitude for being invited to participate once again in the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly, the ninth time that the Parliament of Canada has done since 20009. It
also included specific thanks to the National Assembly of Viet Nam, the host of this year’s
meeting, and noted that Canada and Viet Nam will soon celebrate 50 years of diplomatic
relations. The statement expressed how Canada’s participation today is an indication of the
importance that Canadian parliamentarians place on their relationships with Southeast Asia.

63. The statement continued by noting that the current COVID-19 pandemic underscores the
importance of international cooperation in the face of serious challenges, and shared that the
Government of Canada has pledged a financial contribution million to support international
efforts to fight the pandemic. On behalf of the Parliament of Canada, the statement also
expressed the sympathies of the Canadian delegation with those throughout the Southeast Asian
community who have suffered during the pandemic.

64. The Canadian delegation noted that it looked forward to following the discussions at this year’s
assembly, particularly on the topics of how parliaments and parliamentary diplomacy can
contribute to the recovery from the pandemic. The statement further discussed the progress in
recent years in the discussions between Canada and ASEAN toward a free trade agreement.
Finally, the statement concluded with the hope that the Canadian delegation would be able to
attend next year’s General Assembly.

People’s Republic of China

65. In his statement, Hon. Chen Fuli as the China National People’s Congress Delegation expressed
his congratulation for the holding of AIPA 41% General Assembly and pleased to attend the
conference.
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66.

67.

68.

He claimed that China-ASEAN relationship have developed into one of the most dynamic
relationships with mutual benefits in the world. He explained that in February 2020, China and
ASEAN held together the Special ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on COVID-19. He
mentioned that China will continue to work together to carry forward the research, development
and production of the vaccine for COVID-19 and to promote international cooperation on
combating against the pandemic.

Aside from that, he believed that strengthening parliamentary cooperation is becoming even
more important. He reiterated that the National People’s Congress of China would like to
strengthen the exchange of experiences and mutual learning with AIPA in the rule of law,
economic development and improvement of people’s being; in order to create good legal and
cultural environment for deepening cooperation in all areas between the China and ASEAN
countries.

To close his statement, he commented about the South China Sea issue and claimed that China
will continue to work with ASEAN member states to effectively implement of the Declaration
on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) and advance consultations on the Code
of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC), in order to make the South China Sea a sea of peace,
friendship and cooperation.

European Parliament

69.

70.

71.

The statement of Hon. Daniel Caspary, the Head of Delegation of the European Parliament (EP)
highlighted several important points. In the beginning of his statement, he expressed the
appreciation of the EP for the invitation to attend the 41st AIPA General Assembly, despite the
fact that due to the pandemic the AIPA General Assembly this year had to be held virtually. He
further appreciated the theme of “Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive
ASEAN?”, as the EP believed the importance of parliamentary diplomacy, not only in relations
between member Parliaments but also with third countries and international organizations.

Mr. Caspary informed that the EU decided to mobilize a “Team Europe” package of over €800
million for the ASEAN region in order to help combat the spread of Covid-19 and to mitigate
the economic and social impact of the pandemic. As regional organizations with legal
personalities, EU and ASEAN have established strong relationship. He then pointed out the
trade and economic relations of EU-ASEAN, which has concluded Free Trade Agreements with
Singapore and Vietnam. The ultimate goal, however, remains to establish a region-to-region
Free Trade Agreement. Further, Hon. Daniel Caspary drew attention in other spheres of the EU-
ASEAN strategic partnership, such as political, security and defence-related. He also mentioned
another focus of EU-ASEAN relations which are: integration, connectivity and sectoral
cooperation. He believed that the cooperation of two regions will create a global impact.

Last but not least, Hon. Daniel Caspary reiterated the intention of the EP to develop a dialogue
relation with AIPA, which the proposal was first made during the 39th AIPA General Assembly
in Singapore. He expressed the desire of the EP to conduct an annual inter-regional meeting
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India

72.

73.

74.

aside from what has already been at the AIPA General Assembly, which will allow a more
structured and robust EP-AIPA dialogue. This would promote deeper exchanges on issues of
substance and more knowledge sharing on working modalities between parliamentarians and
support staff from the two sides. Concluding his statement, Hon. Daniel Caspary wished a
success 41st AIPA General Assembly and expected for a fruitful EP-AIPA cooperation.

Dr. Satya Pal Singh, Member of the General Purposes Committee of Lok Sabha, represented
the Parliament of India at the 41st General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) held from 8-10 September, 2020. The Indian Delegate delivered his
statement on the theme “Parliamentary Diplomacy for Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN”.

The Statement highlighted the importance that ASEAN countries hold in the foreign policy of
India. Through ‘Act East Policy’, the relation between India and its ASEAN partners has been
strengthened over the years and it has culminated into a Strategic Partnership. Parliamentary
diplomacy and dialogue play a crucial role to further deepen the Indo-ASEAN relationship, and
AIPA has been a significant forum in this regard.

India has always supported ASEAN Unity and development and believes that a strong, cohesive
and responsive ASEAN will be an asset for the entire world. To achieve this goal India is ready
to contribute constructively in every manner possible.

Japan

75.

76.

77.

In her letter, H.E. Ms. Santo Akiko, President of the House of Councilors, National Diet of
Japan, expressed her gratitude towards the National Assembly of Vietnam as the host of the
41st General Assembly. She then sent heartfelt condolence to impacted countries of the current
COVID-19 pandemic and for those front lines who have saved lives and sustained social
activity.

Her Excellency showed the country’s commitment to form an alliance with the ASEAN
member states to overcome the challenges during the pandemic, including to cooperate in the
medical field and to establish dialogues discussing the economic revitalization.

In her remarks, she also sent her gratitude and admiration for the initiative shown by the
National Assembly of Viet Nam in donating medical masks for Japan. She further stated her
hope for both Japan and the ASEAN member states to maintain the good relationship that will
be beneficial for resolving the crisis and to uphold the mutual development in the future.

Republic of Korea

78.

Hon. Joo Ho-Young, Floor Leader of the largest opposition party at the National Assembly of
the Republic of Korea opened his statement with appreciation to AIPA for the commitment to
hold the meeting amidst the pandemic.
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79.

80.

He mentioned the advanced cooperation between the Republic of Korea and ASEAN since
1989. ASEAN is also the South Korea’s second largest trading partner and now the country
wish to seek relations beyond trading partner and encourage the promotion of exchange in
investment, industrial innovation, people-to-people exchange, and culture and arts. He then
stated that South Korea has tried to reinforced cooperation with ASEAN in the midst of the
global pandemic by providing humanitarian assistance to six ASEAN countries, including
quarantine and medical supplies. Further, he informed that South Korea is actively participating
in international collaboration to ensure universal access to a vaccine and a cure.

To close his statement, Hon. Joo Ho-Young emphasized the importance of parliamentary
diplomacy for the advancement of Korea-ASEAN relations to South Korea by launching the
“Parliamentary Diplomacy Forum on the ASEAN” as a platform to discuss various issues and
further develop diplomatic relations on a parliamentary dimension.

New Zealand

81.

82.

Rt. Hon. Trevor Mallard, the Speaker of the House of Representatives of New Zealand,
expressed his gratitude that the AIPA General Assembly can be held in a virtual form and
apologized that could not attend due to the dissolution of New Zealand’s Parliament.

He emphasized the importance of relationship between ASEAN and New Zealand, especially
going through the current global pandemic and hope that the cooperation, support and
responsibilities will make the parliament stronger and more responsive.

Russian Federation

83.

84.

85.

Hon. Konstantin Kosachev, Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Federation Council
of the Russian Federation, conveyed his appreciation towards Vietnam’s commitment in
ensuring the continuity of the multilateral parliamentary dialogues which is demonstrated by
country’s vivid role in Inter-Parliamentary Union and especially today, by hosting the AIPA
General Assembly amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

In his speech, the Chairman admired ASEAN as one of the most successful integration entities
in the Asian-Pacific region. Therefore, the Chairman agreed with ASEAN, for the region to
sustain its cooperation with UN and WHO in fighting against the pandemic and for further
action, to have a partnership with Russia for dealing with this issue.

The Chairman furthermore stated the stable development of the Russia-ASEAN connection
during the crises, marked by the finalization of the Integrated Action Plan for Russia-ASEAN
for 2021-2025, the ICT security development between Russia and ASEAN in fighting terrorism
and trans-national crime, the high-tech and innovation industries cooperation, and mutual
benefit cooperation between parliamentarians through AIPA.
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86.

The Chairman ended his speech by reiterating the importance of the parliamentary democracy
and dialogue which could enable the parliamentarians to be heard and to raise the mutual
understanding between each other.

Timor Leste

87.

88.

89.

90.

In his letter, H.E. Dra. Aniceto Longuinhos Guterres Lopes as the President of the National
Parliament of Timor-Leste expressed his gratitude and acknowledged the importance of
parliament role in managing crisis, such as in the COVID pandemic.

Talking about the pandemic, he pointed out that the region should prioritize support to a
concerted answer to the challenges posed by the global pandemic. Further, ASEAN has striking
a balance in responding to COVID-19, between national initiatives on part of its member states
and encouraging regional cooperation that emphasizes ASEAN centrality. He praised ASEAN
government representatives’ commitment to enhance COVID-19 prevention, detection, control
and response measures; as well as to increase the coordination on rapid research and
development of diagnostics, antiviral medicines and vaccines.

H.E. Dra. Aniceto Longuinhos Guterres Lopes expressed appreciation for Timor Leste to be
part of AIPA observer, and he hoped to participate as a full member of ASEAN in the near
future. He then proceeded to explain the established diplomatic relations between Timor Leste
and all ASEAN member countries and has strong economic ties as their trading partners, which
shows Timor-Leste’s active role internationally. He added that Timor-Leste would enrich
ASEAN that would build in the complete Southeast Asia countries bloc in one organization and
could be part of the common regional voice in fostering ASEAN globally into the future.

The Statements by Heads of Delegations of Observer Parliaments are appended as Annex K.

Statements of Guests of the Host

91.

The representative of Guests of the Host from Kazakhstan, Morocco, Norway, Inter-
Parliamentary Union, ASEAN Secretariat, and the United Nations delivered their statements at
the First Plenary Session of the General Assembly.

Kazakhstan

92.

93.

H.E. Mr. Nurlan Nigmatulin, the Chairman of the Mazhilis of the Parliament of the Republic
of Kazakhstan, sent his remarks stressing the severe impact of COVID-19 pandemic on mobility
barrier and global trade. Therefore, His Excellency underlined the importance of restoring
global supply chain and establishing an initial partnership across the Eurasian continent-Greater
Eurasia.

His Excellency further mentioned that the rise of the closer economic interaction between

ASEAN and the Eurasian Economic Union could bring a powerful impetus for the economic
growth of the continent’s countries. He acknowledged that continuing the solidarity
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demonstrated in ASEAN Community amidst the pandemic helps overcome the challenges and
further emphasized the initiative to widen the cooperation with ASEAN as one of the priorities
of the country’s foreign policy.

Morocco

94.

95.

In his statement, H. E. Habib EI Malki highlighted parliamentary diplomacy in becoming an
essential element of international cooperation, where the boundary between domestic and
international politics is much less clear than it was a few decades ago. He viewed it as a key
element of international cooperation and democratic development. Parliamentary diplomacy is
a diplomacy in its own right that enshrines the growing internalization of parliamentary action,
its methods often make it possible to achieve convincing advances that are difficult to reach by
conventional means.

In the context of the COVID 19 pandemic, he mentioned that the world’s parliaments have
exchanged their best practices and experiences, under the coordination of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union. Next, he emphasized the priority given by the Moroccan Parliament and
particularly the House of Representatives to parliamentary diplomacy that stems from a
universalist vision, enshrining the centrality of the citizen in the establishment of healthy and
lasting relations between different states and groupings of states that wish to unite around the
democratic ideal. He explained that the initiative Morocco took in seeking observer status with
the Parliamentary Assembly of ASEAN Member States is driven by this conviction, and that
same conviction is reinforced by the choice of parliamentary diplomacy as the main theme of
this 41st AIPA General Assembly.

Norway

96.

97.

The statement by the President of the Storting, H.E. Tone Wilhelmsen Trgen began by
expressing his gratitude to the President of AIPA and the Host Secretariat for inviting the
Norway Parliament as Guests. The third time attendance in AIPA’s General Assembly reflected
their wish to build a longstanding and close partnership with AIPA, and this ambition also
expressed in their application for observer status.

He stated that Norway enjoys close ties with ASEAN through the Sector Dialogue Partnership,
and has developed political discussion and common projects in a wide range of policy areas. It
is their hope that their close cooperation with ASEAN countries can now be extended to the
parliamentary level. Further, he averred Norway’s hope to contribute to the inter-parliamentary
diplomacy within the ASEAN Community by focusing on strengthening respective key
functions as parliamentarians, such as representations, policy-making, supervision and
budgetary powers for the future collaborations with AIPA. He emphasized that building trust
between nations and parliaments, at a time of major global challenges, not least the COVID-19
pandemic, is more important than ever. Norway has established an Asia Delegation in the
Storting which is dedicated to developing their relationship with AIPA.
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98. He next introduced the Head of Delegation, Ms. Elin Agdestein [Member of Parliament, Head
of Asia Delegation], who concluded the Norwegian intervention with some ideas for Norway-
AIPA future cooperation. She informed their first focus that was on the common values of
Norway-AIPA cooperation, emphasizing that together, we can build trust and send a strong
message of support for the multilateral agenda, the Sustainable Development Goals, global
institutions, and the rules-based international trading system. Secondly, she wished the
cooperation to be issue based and suggested to focus on areas where Norway and ASEAN are
already working closely together: ocean management, the blue economy, renewable energy,
peace and security, and gender equality. Lastly, she expressed her thankfulness for the invitation
and wished the best for the digital conference of AIPA 41st General Assembly.

Inter-Parliamentary Union

99. Hon. Martin Chungong, the Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union began with his
words of thanks to the President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam for inviting him as a
Guest to speak at the first Plenary Session of the 41% General Assembly of AIPA and
congratulations to Madam President on the assumption of Office as President of AIPA. In his
speech, he said that recently the IPU had the pleasure of welcoming and hosting the 5™ World
Conference of Speakers of Parliament and the 13" Summit of Women Speakers of Parliament,
both of which galvanized parliamentary leadership for a more effective multilateralism. The
IPU’s areas of cooperation are consonant with the efforts of AIPA under its missions. He
appreciated the theme of parliamentary diplomacy of the AIPA General Assembly which was
pertinent today more than ever before in view of the challenges that the world is facing. He was
heartened by the growing number of multilateral parliamentary events in this time of pandemic.
He strongly emphasized that parliamentary diplomacy must be a driving force in bridging
divides at the international level caused by so many converging crises.

100. The IPU had been maintaining this sense of urgency in its work on peace, democracy, human
rights, gender equality, youth empowerment and sustainable development. He believed that
strong and effective parliaments are essential for democracy and development. The IPU wanted
to continue to serve as a platform for parliamentary exchanges its founding fathers envisaged
an institution that would provide a forum for dialogue with a view to a peaceful resolution of
conflict. He expressed the wish to promote this objective in cooperation with AIPA in the
ASEAN Space. Today’s crises make parliamentary leadership and solidarity more compelling.
In the IPU perspective, he valued the cooperation with AIPA to build on the respective strength
to ensure the parliaments are at the center of global efforts to achieve peace and development.
He also attached great importance to the cooperation extending to efforts towards mobilizing
parliaments to accelerate their achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women
and girls as well as stronger cooperation in the inclusion of more young people in the political
decision making.

ASEAN Secretariat

101. Hon. Kung Phoak, Deputy Secretary General of ASEAN, opened his statement by
congratulating the National Assembly of Viet Nam for convening the 41 General Assembly
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102.

of AIPA in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, and also congratulating the House of
Representatives of the Philippines for the recent successful conduct of the 11th AIPA Caucus
on behalf of H.E. Dato Lim Jock Hoi, the Secretary-General of ASEAN. He then mentioned
that tackling the pandemic demands solidarity and actions across the international community.
In the same context, ASEAN will and must continue to remain united in our resolve to make
policy and law-making work for the benefit of our peoples.

He expressed that in consistency with the theme of this GA — “Parliamentary Diplomacy for a
Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN”, the lawmakers of all ASEAN Member States’ function is
crucial in our concerted efforts to build a people-oriented, people-centered ASEAN
Community. AIPA, as the region’s lead parliamentary organisation, is well-posed in enhancing
the ASEAN’s integration process. AIPA plays a critical role in transposing regional
commitments to national laws. Similarly, AIPA is pivotal in expediting ratifications of signed
ASEAN Agreements, aligning domestic laws and regulations with regional priorities while
monitoring the implementation of these laws. Lastly, he wished the 41st AIPA GA a great
success.

United Nations

103.

104.

105.

106.

107.

Hon. Fabrizio Hochschild Drummond opened by thanking the President of AIPA for the
invitation to the 41st General Assembly on behalf of the Secretary General of the United
Nations. He also expressed appreciation to ASEAN for its continued strong commitment to the
UN and to multilateralism.

He remarked that the world today is marked by global uncertainty, compounded by myriad
political divides and health, economic and social crises. In recent years, the ASEAN-UN
Comprehensive Partnership has developed into an important component of the UN’s work with
regional organizations, guiding its collaboration also with AIPA. He mentioned that the
forthcoming ASEAN-UN Plan of Action (2021-2025) provides a strategic opportunity for
AIPA and the UN to strengthen collaboration in many years.

Further, he expressed that the Secretary General has stressed the need for more multi-
stakeholder, people centered multilateralism. Convening traditional actors of global governance
together with civil society, the private sector, and parliaments, is essential to place the voices
of peoples everywhere at the center of our global decision-making.

He informed that on the occasion of the UN’s 75th anniversary, on the 21st September, they
will be sharing the many voices collected as part of UN’s 75 dialogues. They look forward to
hearing the voice and participation of ASEAN in the UN75 initiative, and continue the UN’s
close collaboration with AIPA to advance the joint goals of peace, sustainable development,
and human rights.

The Statements by Heads of Delegations of Guests of the Host are appended as Annex L.
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VIil. COMMITTEE MEETINGS

108. The Committees proceeded with their meetings from 8 to 9 September 2020 to consider the
agenda assigned by the General Assembly.

109. The Committee on Joint Communique was not convened, instead, the Joint Communique was
drafted and circulated via email communication for inputs, comments to reach consensus
agreement among AIPA Member Parliaments by the final deadline 9 am, September 10, 2020
to submit to the General Assembly for final adoption.

110. The Reports of the Committees are appended as:
e Annex M - Report of the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA)
e Annex N — Report of the Unofficial Meeting of AIPA Young Parliamentarians
e Annex O - Report of the Committee on Political Matters
e Annex P - Report of the Committee on Economic Matters
e Annex Q - Report of the Committee on Social Matters
e Annex R - Report of the Committee on Organizational Matters
e Annex S - Report of the Joint Communique

Presentation and Adoption of Committee Reports

111. The Chairpersons of WAIPA, Unofficial Meeting of AIPA Young Parliamentarians,
Committees on Political Matters, Economic Matters, Social Matters, and Organizational
Matters, presented their respective reports. The Reports and the Joint Communique were
approved by the General Assembly.

Date and Venue of the 42" General Assembly of AIPA

112. It was agreed that the 42" General Assembly of AIPA will be held in Bandar Seri Begawan,
Brunei Darussalam in August 2021.

Signing of the Joint Communiqué

113. H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of the President of the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, signed the Joint Communiqué.

114. The Joint Communiqué of the 41% General Assembly of AIPA is appended as Annex S.

VIIl. CLOSING CEREMONY

115. The Closing Ceremony of the 41% General Assembly of AIPA was held on Thursday, 10
September 2020 immediately after the Second Plenary session.
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Closing Speech by H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

116. H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan as the President of the National Assembly of S.R. Vietnam
opened her statement by stating that the 415 AIPA General Assembly is an important step ahead
for AIPA’s ongoing noble mission and purpose: to promote solidarity, understanding,
cooperation & the close bond between ASEAN parliament members and to accompany the
ASEAN governments in the community-building process for peace, stability and the benefit for
all citizens. She pointed out the traditional & non-traditional security issues that the world is
currently facing, including COVID-19 pandemic, could pose challenges to the national
development of each country.

117. She also highlighted a stronger participation of AIPA Young Parliamentarians in the ASEAN
Community-building through the new AIPA platform named The Meeting of Young
Parliamentarian of AIPA that will be held annually. She claimed that it is a positive
development to raise awareness among AIPA Member Parliaments as to the role of young
parliamentarians in regional issues.

118. To conclude, she praised that the success of the AIPA-41 General Assembly is through the
AIPA member parliaments participation itself. She reiterated that the parliaments are
prioritizing the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic and economic recovery post-pandemic.
She emphasized that the Vietnamese National Assembly stands ready to work among AIPA
member parliaments to work in this Vision for AIPA. She expressed her gratitude to the
National Assembly of Viet Nam to complete the mandate as AIPA president and thanked AIPA
member parliaments for their cooperation. As a closing to her statement, she expressed her
congratulations to the Speaker of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, Hon. Pehin
Dato Abdul Rahman Taib, as the successor of AIPA President.

119. The Closing Speech by H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam is appended as Annex T.
Transfer of Office of the AIPA President

120. H.E. Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kam Ngan, outgoing President of AIPA, handed over the AIPA gravel
and the signed Instrument of Transfer document to incoming President of AIPA and Speaker
of the Legislative Council, H.E. Mr. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib.

121. The Instrument of Transfer is appended as Annex U.

Acceptance Speech by H.E. Mr. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib, Speaker of the Legislative
Council of Brunei Darussalam and Incoming President of AIPA

122. In his Acceptance Speech, H.E. Mr. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib expressed his gratitude to
assume the responsibility as the succession of President of AIPA and expressed his appreciation
to Her Excellency Madam President and the National Assembly for the success of the 41st
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General Assembly 2020 that has been held virtually, despite the COVID-19 pandemic. He
appreciated Her Excellency’s exceptional leadership in fostering parliamentary diplomacy to
drive our region towards being more cohesive and responsive.

He stated that it is crucial to strengthen partnerships within AIPA during this difficult time, as
well as reaching out to dialogue partners on issues that are of mutual concern. He looked
forward to working closely with the AIPA Secretariat and AIPA Member Parliaments to
continue building the good work according to AIPA visions and aspirations. For the upcoming
General Assembly, he informed that Brunei has already started making arrangements for the
42nd AIPA General Assembly in Bandar Seri Begawan in 2021, however, it is still uncertain
due to COVID-19.

The Acceptance Speech by H.E. Mr. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib, Speaker of the
Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam and President of AIPA is appended as Annex V.

With the conclusion of the Acceptance Speech, the 41% General Assembly of AIPA was
officially concluded.
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Message
from
His Excellency General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

-----------------------

On behalf of the Royal Thai Government and people of the
Kingdom of Thailand, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam for hosting the 36" ASEAN Summit,
including the 41* General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) and all other meetings in the framework of AIPA.
While this year presents us with the challenge of having successful virtual
meetings, | am confident that every member country will enhance
cooperation in this regard to truly reflect a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN
Community.

The COVID-19  situation in  Thailand has improved
progressively in the past months, particularly through consistent public health
measures and social distancing norms that remain vital to curtailing and
preventing a resurgence of infections. Nevertheless, the COVID-19 pandemic
has thrust upon the international community many unprecedented and
persisting challenges to our economies, societies, and indeed the health and
well-being of all global citizens. I am, therefore, inspired that ASEAN has
been able to make important contributions towards international cooperation
for mitigating this global pandemic. In this regard, AIPA has a key role to
play in supporting future ASEAN cooperation and cohesion, especially for
supporting collaboration on the ‘new normal’ way of life, which has
implications on our regional connectivity, trade, legal systems, and the
movement of our peoples. In view of this, the complementarity of our laws
will be essential for our unified response to the COVID-19 situation,
including our cooperation with the international community and therefore,
the resilience and recovery of our economies and societies. Moreover,
enhanced cooperation in this dimension will also present us with the
opportunity to make lasting contributions to improve the quality of life of our
citizens and contribute to our development, infrastructure expansion,
and environmental sustainability, thereby promoting an ASEAN Community
that truly leaves no one behind.

/Finally,...
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Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express my
appreciation to the ASEAN Secretariat and the AIPA Secretariat for their
commitment and continuous contributions towards the ASEAN Community
Vision 2025. I believe that enhancing cooperative mechanisms between AIPA
and ASEAN will be essential for the well-being and benefit of all our
peoples in the ASEAN Community. To this end, I would like to convey my
best wishes for a very fruitful outcome to the 41* General Assembly of the
ASEAN Inter-parliamentary Assembly.

General ?a,«:‘r @‘C 'CQ——(Ret.)

(Prayut Chan-o-cha)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
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///// N\ ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
W\ Viet Nam, 8 - 10 September 2020
A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community

STATEMENT BY
H.E. CHUAN LEEKPAI
LEADER OF DELEGATION OF THAILAND
AT THE FIRST PLENARY SESSION
ON 8 SEPTEMBER 2020

ad dmsu Greetings from Thailand

On behalf of the people of Thailand, | wish to express my gratitude to Your Excellency Madam
Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA and President of the National Assembly of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, for inviting us to be a part of this 41st General Assembly of
AIPA. I also would like to congratulate the government of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam on
its 2020 ASEAN chairmanship.

As we all are fully aware, ASEAN is facing an unprecedented health crisis. The COVID-19
pandemic, which first struck our region early this year, has created several new and most difficult
challenges many countries in the region are experiencing. Apart from the enormous pressure on
the medical and public health infrastructure, it is disrupting our lives, societies, and economies.

In coping with the COVID-19 situation, we are mainly focusing on immediate internal needs —
inevitably with external relations being less urgent. Such a course of action can potentially
weaken the solidarity and cohesiveness among the ASEAN countries. The apparent decline in
regional coordination at this time, when ASEAN is being confronted with difficulties resulting
from geopolitical and strategic uncertainty, could possibly adversely affect its centrality, which
has been a crucial basis for its role in regional as well as world affairs.

| strongly believe that parliaments can work closely during this difficult time to achieve our
common objectives, as follows:

First, parliaments must reaffirm their direct connection with the people. Embodying ASEAN’s
vision for a people-centered community, Members of Parliament must always stay close to and
represent the interests of our people, particularly the most vulnerable among them. Without
seeking to understand the real problems of the people, each Parliament will not be able to
effectively fulfil their mandate to oversee and provide insights for the executive branch.

Second, at the regional level, it is preferable for AIPA to exchange knowledge and experiences
among Members of Parliament, including knowledge on a new and unexpected way of life under
the current and post-COVID-19 situation, can be shared. Members of Parliaments in different
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countries can directly communicate with one another and help parliaments to function more
smoothly and effectively.

Finally, ASEAN community building can be essentially strengthened through the harmonization
of laws of the member states. For ASEAN to truly attain a regional community, it is urged to
create common legal standards across the region. Each parliament can still maintain its
responsibility for the enactment of laws to regulate affairs within its own jurisdiction.
Harmonization is nevertheless essential to ensure that the same or similar rules and regulations
are moving in the same direction, most notably trade, investment, and movement of
professionals, making our region, not only friendly, but also legally friendly.

In closing, | wish to reemphasize that ASEAN must not loosen up its solidarity in facing any
kind of threat. If the parliament is strong, the executive will be strong. If inter-parliamentary
coordination is strengthened, this would surely amount to an invigorated ASEAN. Then we must
revitalise ASEAN to maintain and sustain unity and centrality, which is truly our aim and
aspiration, and to uphold our source of pride through which we have existed together for more
than half a century.

Thank you.
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Doc 41GA/2020/Agenda
AGENDA

A. Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA)

“Promoting the role of women parliamentarians in securing jobs and income
for women workers”.

B. Committee on Political Matters

1. Report of the 9" AIPA Caucus.

2. Report of the 10" AIPA Caucus.

3. Report of the 11" AIPA Caucus.

4. Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at 30" ASEAN Summit.

5. Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at 34" ASEAN Summit.

6. Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at 36" ASEAN Summit.

7. Parliamentary diplomacy for sustainable peace and security in ASEAN
(with proposals by Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam).

C. Committee on Economic Matters

The role of Parliaments in promoting ASEAN Cohesiveness and Economic
Recovery post COVID-19 (with proposals by Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
Vietnam).

D. Committee on Social Matters
1. Report of the 3" Meeting of AIPACODD (29" June, 2020).

- Resolution by the 3" Meeting of AIPACODD “Turning words into action
for a drug-firee ASEAN Community .

2. Report of the Conference on parliamentary partnership on educational and
cultural cooperation for sustainable development (30" July, 2020).

- Resolution by the Conference on “Parliamentary partnership on educational
and cultural cooperation for sustainable development”.
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3. “Enhancing the role of AIPA to support the ASEAN Social-Cultural
Community in responding to the COVID-19” (with proposals by Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam).

E. Committee on Organizational Matters

1. The Financial Report 2019-2020.

2. The Budget Estimation 2020-2021.

3. The Secretariat’s Annual Report 2019-2020.
4. Accrediting the Observer Applications.

5. Rules & Procedures for Hosting AIPA GA.

6. Guidelines and Procedures of the AIPA-ASEAN Dialogue (Joined with
ASEAN Secretary General/Deputy Secretary General presenting report on the
COVID-19 Pandemic and its impacts on the implementation of ASEAN Community
Vision 2025 in Three Pillars).

7. Establishing Meeting of Young AIPA Parliamentarians.
8. Transformation of AIPA Secretariat.

9. Status on the Relocation of AIPA Secretariat Premises.
10. Renewal of the MoU between AIPA and FREELAND.
11. Extension of the MoU between AIPA and ERIA.

12. Establishing Cooperation between AIPA and ICCF.
13. AIPA Distinguished Service Award.

14. Appreciating the hospitality and support of the House of Representatives
of Indonesia to the AIPA Secretariat.

15. Appreciating the service of the AIPA President.
16. Date and Venue of the 42" AIPA General Assembly.
F. The Unofficial Meeting of AIPA Young Parliamentarians

“The engagement of young AIPA parliamentarians in ASEAN Community
building .
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Unofficial translation

PRESIDENT
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S.R. VIETNAM

Ha Noi, 3" September, 2020

Letter to the Speakers of AIPA Member Parliaments
Regarding the results of seeking the Approval of
AIPA Executive Committee Members

Your Excellencies,

As a follow-up to the letter dated 28", August, 2020 regarding seeking
Member of the AIPA Executive Committee’s approval of relevant documents of
the 41 AIPA General Assembly which will be held virtually from 8" - 10™,
September, 2020, in the capacity as the President of AIPA, President of the
AIPA Executive Committee, | wish to bring your attention the following:

1. The AIPA Executive Committee approved the documents including
Programme of Activities and Agenda of the 41t AIPA General Assembly,
among others.

2. The AIPA Executive Committee endorsed the nomination of the
Speaker of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, the incoming AIPA
President as the Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Committee.

3. Composition of the AIPA 41 Committees will be provided by the AIPA
Member Parliaments to the AIPA 41 National Secretariat of VViet Nam via email
communication.

4. Members of the AIPA Executive Committee approved the nomination
of H.E. Madam Pany Yathotou, President of the National Assembly of Laos
PDR and H.E. Madam Tong Thi Phong, First Vice President of the National
Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam to be granted the AIPA Distinguished Service
Award.

5. The Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam agreed to accept AIPA

Presidency and host the 42" AIPA General Assembly (Date and Venue of the
42" AIPA General Assembly will be announced later).

6. Regarding the admission of new Observers, the AIPA Executive
Committee agreed to admit new Observers of AIPA. The list will be released by
the end of 4" September, 2020 upon receiving full responses from all AIPA
Member Parliaments and will be circulated by AIPA Secretariat.



Unofficial translation

7. The AIPA Member Parliaments had no objection to the initiative of the
Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA to promote the engagement of
young parliamentarians of AIPA in ASEAN Community building.

The AIPA Executive Committee President received letters from several
AIPA Member Parliaments expressing their interest in some points in the draft
consolidated resolution of the Committee on Political Matters. We acknowledge
receiving these letters and kindly request that further discussions shall take place
in the meeting of the Committee on Political Matters. The AIPA 41 National
Secretariat of Viet Nam will update the draft consolidated resolution with points
that have already reached agreement so that it will be circulated for the
Committee meeting scheduled on 9" September, 2020.

With strong belief that Your Excellency’s kind support and cooperation
will make contributions to the successful hosting of the 41 AIPA General
Assembly, | remain at your disposal.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Sincerely,

(signed)
Nguyén Thi Kim Ngan

President of AIPA
President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam



N1SUTEYUAULATINIENT
ANUENNIBNIFANEAIVDIAN YU T AN LT



7/// 41°TGENERAL ASSEMBLY
///// ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
\\\\\ Viet Nam, 8 - 10 September 2020
A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community

Doc 41GA/2020/WAIPA/Rep

REPORT OF
THE MEETING OF WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA (WAIPA)

H.E. Mme. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 As the Chair of the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA), it is my
great honour to submit the Report of the Meeting as follows:

2 The Meeting was held virtually on 8™ September 2020 from 13.30hrsto 15.20 hrs which
was presided over by Hon. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh as Chairperson of Social Affairs Committee
of National Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam, First Vice President of Viet Nam Women
Parliamentarians Group and Hon. Mme. Le Thu Ha, Standing Member of Foreign Affairs
Committee as the Rapporteur.

3 The Meeting was very honoured for the presenceof H.E. Mme. Tong Thi Phong, Vice
President of the National Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam, H.E. Mme. Kittisangahakbindit Khuon
Sudary, Vice President of the National Assembly of Cambodia and H.E. Mme. Rose Marie
“Baby” J. Arenas, Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Philippines,Hon. Mme.
Secretary General of AIPAand 38 delegates from ten (10) Member Parliaments. The following
delegates attended the meeting:

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Ms. Siti Rozaimeriyanty Dato Haji Abdul Rahman
2. Hon. Ms. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii
3. Hon. Ms. Khairunnisa Haji Ash’ari”

Cambodia

Hon. Kittisangahakbindit Khuon Sudary
Hon. Mrs. Nin Saphon

Hon. Mrs. Mean Som An

Hon. Dr. Ban Sreymom

Hon. Mrs. Un Sokunthea

Hon. Mrs. Khuon Khundy

Hon. Mrs. Mak Vansitha

NogakrwnpE
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Indonesia
1. Hon. Mrs. Luluk Nur Hamidah
2. Hon. Mrs. Sakinah Aljufri

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Dr. Phonephet Boupha
2. Hon. Mrs. Thavisay Phasathanh

Malaysia
1. Hon. Dato Sri Rohani Abd. Karim
2. Hon. Mrs. Natrah Ismail

Myanmar
1. Hon. Ms. Naw Hla Hla Soe
2. Hon. Ms. Shwe Shwe Sein Latt
3. Hon. Dr. Khin Soe Soe Kyi

Philippines

Hon. Mrs. Maria Lourdes Acosta-Alba

H.E. Mrs. Rose Marie “Baby” J. Arenas
Hon. Mrs. Ann K. Hofer

Hon. Mrs. Divina Grace C. Yu

Hon. Mrs. Samantha Louise Vargas Alfonso
Hon. Mrs. Josephine Ramirez-Sato

ogakrwdE

Singapore
1. Hon. Mrs. Joan Pereira
2. Hon. Mrs. Mariam Jaafar

Thailand
1. Hon. Mrs. Suwannee Sirivejchapun

2. Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol
3. Hon. Ms. Chitpas Tant Kridakon
4. Hon. Ms. Phetchompoo Kijburana
5. Hon.Mr. Ekkapob Pianpises

Viet Nam

1.H.E. Mrs. Tong Thi Phong
2.Hon. Dr. Hoang Thi Hoa
3.Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai
4.Hon. Mrs. Cao Thi Xuan

5.Hon. Dr. Ngo Thi Minh

6.Hon. Mrs. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan
7.Hon. Mrs. Mai Thi Phuong Hoa
8. Hon. Mrs. Duong Minh Anh
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4 H.E. Mme. Tong Thi Phong, Vice President of the National Assembly of the S.R. Viet
Nam, President of of Viet Nam Women Parliamentarians Group delivered the keynote speech to
open the meeting. In her remarks, she stressed on the existing inequalities between women and
men in accessing labour market, employment and working conditions. Likewise, she encouraged
AIPA Member Parliaments to help realise global and regional commitments as well as national
legal frameworks in this area with an aim to ensure more substantive gender equality
andtobrigdethe gender gap in employment and income. This wasa top priority if we wanted to
achieve gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls by 2030, particularly in the
context of the global COVID-19 pandemic. To this end, “no one is left behind”.

5 Delegates shared theirgood practices,experiences and challengesto promote
cooperationtoseek common solutions to said issues for a cohesive and responsive ASEAN
Community.Member Parliaments emphasised the importance of gender equality promotion and
empowerment of women as described in international agreements and regional commitments as
well as recognisedthe participation of WAIPA in the annual Joint Statement at the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW) to reaffirm the role of parliaments and parliamentarians in
promotinga gender-sensitive and gender-responsive ASEAN region.

6 AIPA Member Parliaments were called on to conduct review of national legislation
framework on jobsand income and ensure that it is gender responsiveness and to adoptan ASEAN
common perspective towards Sustainable Development Goal on Gender equality; to strengthen
parliamentary capacity building, participation and oversight frameworks with regard to decent
work and increased income for women workers.

7 AIPA Member Parliaments were encouraged to devote greater attention to allocating
more resources on policies and programs to address emerging issues to promote jobs and
increased incomein a changing world of work in such areas as women entrepreneurship, digital
leadership developmentand strengthen support services for women and girls during and afterthe
COVID-19 pandemicand to ensurethat gender equality is essential in all efforts for the post-
pandemic re-employment.

8 The delegates reiterated WAIPA’s role in women’s empowerment and recognising
theimportance of shared responsibility among AIPA Member Parliaments by highlighting the role
of men in promoting women’s rights, gender equality and called onASEAN Women
Parliamentarians in partnership with male parliamentariansto advocate women’s rights in all
sectors through legislative roles and to ensure the equal access to decent work and greater income
for women.

9 The meeting also urgedAIPA Member Parliaments to work closely with therelevant
ASEAN sectoral bodies to strengthen cooperation and coordination in the promotion of decent
work and increased income for women workers and to consider further strengthening social
protection for women and girls.

10 The Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) was held in the traditional
ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation. The Meeting arrived at a consensus and
adopted the resolution on The Role of Women Parliamentarians in Securing Jobs and Income for
Women Workers.
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11 | hereby present the Report of thevirtual Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA to
the 41st General Assembly of AIPA.

Thank you for your attention.

HAIRPERSON RAPPORTEUR
Horl. Mme. Nguyen Thuy Anh Hon. Mme. Le Thu Ha
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(Res 41GA/2020/WAIPA/01)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ROLE OF WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS IN SECURING JOBS
AND INCOME FOR WOMEN WORKERS

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Recalling the importance of gender equality promotion and empowerment of women as
described in international agreements including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in 1979,the United Nations (UN) Declaration on
the Elimination of Violence against Women (DEVAW) in 1993, and the Beijing Declaration
and Platform of Action in 1995, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals;_and
regional commitments stated in the ASEAN Charter and the ASEAN Declaration on the
Gender-Responsive Implementation of the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 and Sustainable
Development Goals, the ASEAN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women
and Elimination of Violence Against Children in ASEAN, and its Regional Plans of Actions
and the Declaration on Human Resources Development in a Changing World of Work 2020;

Reiterating Resolution 35GA/2014/WAIPA/02 on “Strengthening Women Parliamentarians
Roles in ASEAN Community Building;” Resolution 36GA/2015/WAIPA/0L on “Recognition
of Post-2015 Development Agenda on Gender Equality;” and Resolution
40GA/2019/WAIPA/01 on “Promoting Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women in
ASEAN’;

Welcoming the positive outcome of the 36" ASEAN Summit held virtually in June 2020,
especially the ASEAN Leaders’ Special Session on Women’s Empowerment in the Digital Age;

Recognising that the participation of WAIPA in the annual Joint Statement at the Commission
on the Status of Women (CSW) is to reaffirm the role of parliaments and parliamentarians in
promoting a gender-sensitive and gender responsive ASEAN region;

Emphasising WAIPA’s role in women’s empowerment and recognizing the importance of
shared responsibility among AIPA Member Parliaments by highlighting the role of men in
promoting women’s rights and gender equality;

Cognizant that despite significant progress in the participation of women in the labour force
over the past two decades, there remains persistent inequality between women and men
regarding labour market accessibility, unemployment, working conditions, and income,
wherein there is a higher percentage of women working in the informal economy with lower
income than men;
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Noting that women in some parts of ASEAN are often neglected in efforts to promote their
economic rights and are faced with challenges such as poverty, gender discrimination, lack of
quality education and vocational training, motherhood and infant care as well as the
unprecedented negative socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly
unemployment in several economic sectors that employ a large number of women workers;

Further noting the disadvantages of women and girls in accessing information technology in
the context of the Industrial Revolution 4.0 which prevents them from harnessing the full
potential of technology for their economic empowerment.

Hereby resolves to:

Call on ASEAN Member States to share experiences, practical, concrete solutions to ensure
sustainable access to job opportunities and better employment outcome for women workers,
particularly women in the vulnerable group including ethnic minorities, the poor and the
disabled, victims of human trafficking; and to ensure that gender equality is essential in all
efforts for the post-pandemic re-employment;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to develop detailed action plans and programs, monitor
their implementation to ensure access to decent work and increased income for women, promote
work-life balance, facilitate support mechanisms for domestic responsibilities, reduce the
burden of unpaid care work on women to promote gender equality in the labour market;

Ensure ASEAN Member States’ implementation of appropriate measures to address the needs
of women workers with legal mechanisms during the COVID-19 pandemic, by providing them
with health services as well as protection from all forms of violence against women;

Recommend that AIPA Member Parliaments and ASEAN Member States consider further
strengthening social protection, including access to better education and vocational training i.e.
digital literacy, re-skilling, upskilling in the context of Industrial Revolution 4.0 for women and
girls as one of the priorities in ASEAN cooperation;

Urge AIPA Member Parliaments to conduct review of national legislation framework related
to jobs and income, i.e. tax incentives to private sector for enabling support services for working
women, and to ensure their gender responsiveness, as well as to propose and adopt an ASEAN
common perspective towards the Sustainable Development Goal on Gender Equality;

Urge AIPA member parliaments to work closely with the relevant ASEAN sectorial bodies,
especially the ASEAN Labour Ministers Meeting and the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on
Women, ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social Welfare and Development, and other ASEAN
relevant mechanisms including the ASEAN Commission on the Promotion and Protection of
the Rights of Women and Children, the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human
Rights and to strengthen cooperation and coordination in the promotion of decent work and
increased income for women workers;

Encourage AIPA Member Parliaments to develop practical action plans and measures which
facilitate access to decent work for women and strengthen parliamentary capacity building,
participation and oversight frameworks with regard to decent work and increased income for
women workers;
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Request AIPA Member Parliaments and ASEAN Member States to consider formulating a joint
Action Plan to ensure the realization of SDGs aimed at decent work and better income for
women workers, in both formal and informal sectors in ASEAN;

Encourage AIPA member Parliaments to devote greater attention to allocating more resources
on policies and programs to address emerging issues to promote jobs and increased incomes in
a changing world of work in such areas as women entrepreneurship, digital leadership
development and strengthen support services for women and girls during and after the COVID-
19 pandemic;

Call on ASEAN Women Parliamentarians in partnership with male parliamentarians to
advocate women’s rights in all sectors through legislative roles and to ensure the equal access
to decent work and greater income opportunities for women.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam.
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Doc 41GA/2020/YP Rep

REPORT OF
THE UNOFFICIAL MEETING OF YOUNG PARLIAMENTARIANS OF
AlIPA
Madam President,
1 It is my great honor to submit the following Report of the Unofficial Meeting of

Young Parliamentarians of AIPA.

2 The Meeting was held virtually on 8" September 2020 at 15.45 hrs. It was presided
over by Hon. Mr. Le Quoc Phong, Chairman of Young Parliamentarians Group of the
National Assembly of Viet Nam as the Chairperson, and Hon. Mrs. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan
Vice-Chairwoman of Young Parliamentarians Group of the National Assembly of Viet Nam
was the Rapporteur. The Meeting was attended by 28 young parliamentarians from AIPA
Member Parliaments as follows:

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Ms. Khairunnisa Haji Ash"Ari
2. Hon. Mr. Iswandy Ahmad

Cambodia

Hon. Mr. Hun Many
Hon. Dr. Ban Sreymom
Hon. Mr. Sok Sokan
Hon. Mr. San Sarana
Hon. Mr. Nguon Sochea
Hon. Mr. Yim Lea

oakrwdE

Indonesia
1. Hon. Ms. Puteri Anetta Komarudin

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Mr. Amphay Chitmanonh

Malaysia
1. Hon. Mr. Ahmad Fadhli Shaari
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Myanmar
1. Hon. Mr. Naing Htoo Aung
2. Hon. Dr. Soe Moe Thu (Mr.)

Philippines
1. Hon. Samantha Louise Vargas Alfonso

Singapore

1. Hon. Ms. Tin Pei Ling
2. Hon. Mr. Xie Yao Quan
3. Hon. Dr. Wan Rizal

Thailand

Hon. Mr. Issara Sereewatthanawut
Hon. Ms. Theerarat Samrejvanich
Hon. Ms. Phetchompoo Kijburana
Hon. Mr. Jakkaphon Tangsutthitham
Hon. Mrs. Pitcharat Laohapongchana
Hon. Ms. Wilailuck Arinthamapong

oakrwbdPE

Viet Nam

Hon. Mr. DBinh Cong S§

Hon. Mr. Nguyén Phuong Tuan
Hon. Mrs. Duong Minh Anh

Hon. Mrs. Ngan Phuong Loan
Hon. Mrs. Bang Thi Phuong Thao

arowpnE

3 The Meeting was honored to receive H.E. Madam Tong Thi Phong, First Vice-
President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam to deliver welcoming remarks. Hon. Mrs.
Nguyen Tuong Van, General Secretary of AIPA and Hon. Mr. Kung Phoak, Deputy
Secretary-General (DSG) of ASEAN for ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) were
invited to attend as Guests of the Meeting.

4 The Unoffcial Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA was held in the traditional
ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation. First Vice-President of the National
Assembly of Viet Nam believed that representing for nearly 220 million young people, which
accounts for one third of ASEAN population, AIPA young parliamentarians are enthusiastic
young intellectuals who play an important role in conveying the will, thoughts and aspirations
of young voters, actively contributing to the activities of AIPA and AIPA Member
Parliaments. Young parliamentarians are important factors to connect and promote the
engagement of the youth in the ASEAN Community Building at present and in the future. At
the same time, First Vice-President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam affirmed that with
the dynamic and creative approach of the youth in a new stage of development in ASEAN,
young parliamentarians should make more significant contributions to peace, stability and
sustainable development.

5 Delegates of the Meeting highly appreciated the initiative proposed by the National
Assembly of Viet Nam to organise the Unofficial Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of
AIPA, supposing the unprecedented Meeting as important historical milestones in establishing
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a mechanism of discussion for young parliamentarians of AIPA. The participants all affirmed
the important role and contributions of the youth in particular and young parliamentarians in
general in participating in national development policy-making through bold thinking and
innovation. From the speeches of AIPA delegations, AIPA young parliamentarians introduced
many models and good practices of AIPA Member Parliaments in caring and promoting the
role of young parliamentarians, in approaching the legitimate needs of young people, creating
favorable conditions for the youth to develop; consulting the youth in decision-making
processes on laws and policies and empowering young people to participate more in all
spheres of social life, not only within each member country but also in ASEAN cooperation,
exchange and development. The delegates emphasised in the current situation, with the
development of the 4™ Industrial Revolution and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
engagement of young people and young parliamentarians in the socio-economic development
of each ASEAN member country, the activities of AIPA Member Parliaments and activities
of AIPA in general are essential, and should be further promoted.

6 It was also agreed to strengthen the cooperation between AIPA young
parliamentarians and the ASEAN Youth Forum to realise the ASEAN Work Plan on Youth
2016 - 2020 and other related plans of actions in the coming years.

7 The delegates expressed high consensus for all contents in the draft Resolution on the
Engagement of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA in the ASEAN Community Buiding. The
participants, therefore, supported and welcomed the initiative proposed by the National
Assembly of Viet Nam to establish the Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA to be
held in AIPA General Assemblies. To this end, the Meeting unanimously agreed to create an
ad-hoc committee, comprised of AIPA Member Parliament Secretariats in conjunction with
the AIPA Secretariat to draft the Rules of Procedures of the Meeting of Young
Parliamentarians of AIPA for the consideration and adoption in the next General Assembly.

8 I hereby present the Report of the Unofficial Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of
AIPA to the 41% General Assembly of AIPA.

Thank you.
HON. MR. LE QUOC PHONG HON. MRS. DINH THI PHUONG
CHAIRPERSON RAPPORTEUR
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REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL MATTERS

Madame President,

1 It is my great honor submit to the 41 AIPA the following Report of the Committee on
Political Matters.

2 The Committee met from 8.00 to 10.00 AM on 9" September 2020. The meeting was
presided over by the Hon. Mr. Bui Thanh Son, Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee of
the National Assembly of Viet Nam, with the support of the Hon. Mr. Le Anh Tuan, Standing
Member of the Foreign Affairs Committee as Rapporteur. H.E. General Do Ba Ty, Vice
President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam graced the meeting with his welcoming
remarks. The following delegates attended the meeting:

Brunei Darussalam

Hon. Ms. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii

Hon. Ms. Khairunnisa Haji Ash'Ari
Hon. Mr. Haji Umarali Esung

Hon. Mr. Naim Haji Kamis

Hon. Mr. Haji Abdul Hamid Haji Mumin

W b e

Cambodia

. Hon. Mr. Chheang Vun
Hon. Mrs. Ban Sreymom
Hon. Mr. Chan Nareth
Hon. Mr. Kin Net

Hon. Mr. San Sarana
Hon. Mr. Nguon Socheat
Hon. Mr. Yim Leat

NV A WN—

Indonesia
1. Hon. Dr. Fadli Zon, MP
2. Hon. Mr. Supadma Rudana
3. Hon. Mr. Didi Irawadi

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Prof. Dr. Eksavang Vongvichit
2. Hon. Mr. Sanya Praseuth
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Malaysia
1. Hon. Dato Mohd Rashid Hasnon
2. Hon. Mr. Nga Kor Ming

Myanmar
1. Hon. Mr. Zaw Thein
2. Hon. Prof. Dr. Than Win (Mr.)
3. Hon. Mr. Maung Maung Latt

Philippines
1.  Hon. Ms. Ann K. Hofer

Singapore
1. Hon. Mr. Patrick Tay
2. Hon. Mr. Pritam Singh
3. Hon. Ms. Nadia Ahmad Samdin

Thailand
1. Hon. Mr. Kitti Wasinondh
2. Hon. Mr. Kiat Sittheeamorn
3. Hon. Assoc.Prof. Rong Boonsuaykwan
4. Hon.Gen.Thawip Netniyom

Viet Nam
1. Hon. Mr. Vu Hai Ha
2. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Si Cuong
3. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Minh Duc
4. Hon. Mr. Don Tuan Phong

3 In his welcoming remarks, H.E. General Do Ba Ty highlighted the development of
AIPA over the past 43 years and AIPA’s staunch support for ASEAN’s regional integration
and Community building process, in joint efforts for peace, stability, prosperity and
sustainable development in the region. In face of the growing challenges and uncertainties
from fast, complex regional and global landscapes, he urged ASEAN to continue upholding
the fundamental principles of the UN Charter, the ASEAN Charter and the rule of law toward
maintaining peace, stability and security in the region. The Vice President also commended
the Committee on Political Matters for having made the right decision on choosing the topic
of “Parliamentary Diplomacy for sustainable peace and security in ASEAN” as the Agenda
for the Committee’s meeting. Under this agenda, AIPA Member Parliaments can contribute
their views and ideas to defining a vision for enhancing AIPA’s role and contribution towards
sustainable peace and security in the region and the world, thus, creating conducive
environment for prosperity and development of all countries and their people. In his
conclusion, the Vice President expressed his confidence for the fruitful outcome of the

Meeting, thus, contribute to the upholding AIPA’s unity and solidarity, toward the overall
success of the 41 General Assembly of AIPA.
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4 The Committee adopted the 6 R i S
AIPA Leaders’ Interface at \}')arious ASE:S’S;:;;‘?;?};S&?‘:“S ectings S the ASEAN-
Report of the 9™ AIPA Caucus '

Report of the 10™ AIPA Caucus

Report of the 11" AIPA Caucus

Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 30" ASEAN Summit

Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 34" ASEAN Summit

Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 36" ASEAN Summit

SN WN -

~5~p | I'he (omn_mlec hcld_ extensive exchanges and candid discussions on the Topic of
arliamentary Diplomacy for Sustainable Peace, Security in ASEAN™.

() .‘\l!’.»\ Member Parliaments agreed on the important role of parliamentary diplomacy
in promoting sustainable peace and security as well as in addressing emerging challenges to
peace and security. The Committee reaffirmed its support for ASEAN’s commitment to
realise a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN as well as ASEAN’s efforts toward a peaceful
sfablc. .rulcs-bascd, people-oriented, people-centered and resilient ASEAN Community. T hé
Committee c.m[.)husiscd the importance of mutual trust and confidence, enhanced dialogue and
cooperation in inter-state relations and supported multilateralism founded on the UN Charter,
peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with international law, as well as a rules-based

regional and international order, anchored in international law.

7 . The Committee supported closer coordination and collaboration between the
lcgns}ative and the executive branches in preserving regional peace, security and stability,
reinforcing an open, inclusive, transparent, rules-based regional architecture with ASEAN at
the center. The Committee also affirmed the importance of maintaining peace, security,
stability, safety and freedom of navigation in and over-flight above the South China Sea, as
well as upholding international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS, working actively towards
the full and effective implementation of the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC) in its entirety and the early conclusion of an effective and substantive
Code of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC), consistent with international law including

the 1982 UNCLOS.

anges in the global and regional landscape, the

8 Against the backdrop of profound ch
proach in addressing emerging challenges to

Committee emphasised a people-centered ap
peace and security and committed to deepen efforts in promoting multilateral cooperation to

this aim. The Committee expressed AIPA’s commitment to support ASEAN’s efforts in
addressing traditional and non-traditional security issues, including trans-national crimes,
cyber-threats, climate change, trans-boundary haze pollution, health security and water
security, as well as the unprecedented challenges posed by the COVID-19.

The Committee underscored the importance of strengthening closer collaboration
and the Legislative branches as well as encouraging active
ember Parliaments as the people’s representatives to ASEAN
h the formulation, adoption and implementation of relevant
nts on matters pertaining to regional peace, security and

9
between the Executive
contributions by AIPA and its M
Community building process throug
resolutions by AIPA Member Parliame

development.
s on the draft Resolution on “Parliamentary

d Prosperity in ASEAN Community” which was
Malaysia, Thailand and

Member Parliaments for

10 The Committee discussed at length

Diplomacy for Sustainable Peace, Security an
consolidated based on the proposed draft resolutions from Indonesia,

Viet Nam. The draft consolidate

d resolution was circulated to AIPA
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opinions, inputs and comments on 18" August and 6™ September, 2020 respectively, before
the convening of the Meeting of the Committee on Political Matters.

1 While having agreed on almost all sections of the draft Resolution, the Committee was
not able to reach consensus on two particular paragraphs (OP 9 and OP 10) in the Drafl
Consolidated Resolution due to the divergence of views between two AIPA Member
Parliaments. The delegate from Myanmar stated clearly the position that there should be no
reference at all to the situation in the Rakhine State of Myanmar which Myanmar Parliament
considered a violation of its internal aftfairs. Although the language in the draft consolidated
resolution 1s in line with existing position of ASEAN on the issue and was adapted from the
Chair's Statement of the 36"™ ASEAN Summit, Myanmar reaffirmed its position to remove
these two paragraphs from the draft Resolution. Indonesia also made clear its position on the
critical importance of retaining these two paragraphs which by no means aimed at interfering
into Myanmar's internal affairs but rather demonstrated the spirit of unity of AIPA and
ASEAN in this regard.

12 Other AIPA Member Parliaments expressed their understanding with the views
expressed by both Myanmar and Indonesia and were flexible with the inclusion or removal of
the two said paragraphs. In spite of efforts by the Chair and other delegations, no consensus
was reached on the draft Resolution and the Draft Resolution was not adopted.

13 During the Committee’s meeting, AIPA Member Parliaments expressed their high
appreciation and gratitude to the National Assembly of Viet Nam as the Host and Chair of the
41" AIPA General Assembly for excellent arrangements made in organising the AIPA
meetings in virtual format. The ability by AIPA Member Parliaments to convene the Meeting
of the Committee on Political Matters has vividly demonstrated the commendable efforts by
AIPA Member Parliaments and the Chair, National Assembly of Viet Nam to enhance the
unity and solidarity of AIPA during this time of difficulties. AIPA Member Parliaments again
congratulated the National Assembly of Viet Nam for its assumption of the AIPA Presidency
in 2020.

14 Honorable Madame President, I hereby have the honour to present to you and the 41
AIPA the Report of the Committee on Political Matters to the 41%' General Assembly of
AIPA.

Thank you.
¥
A
BUI THANH SON LE ANH TUAN
CHAIRPERSON RAPPORTEUR
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A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Pol/01)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 9™ AIPA CAUCUS
HELD IN JAKARTA, INDONESIA

Sponsored by AIPA Secretariat

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Resolution No 28GA/2007/Pol/03 on the “Establishment of an AIPA Caucus” to
provide a platform for regular interaction amongst AIPA Member Parliaments;

Recognizing that the 9" AIPA Caucus monitored the implementation of the resolutions
adopted at the 37" AIPA General Assembly in Myanmar;

Acknowledging that the theme for Working Groups discussions of the 9" AIPA Caucus were:
“Regional Maritime Cooperation” as the Working Group 1, “Peaceful Resolution Conflict” as
the Working Group 2, and “Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora” as the Working Group 3;

Appreciating the hosting of the 9" AIPA Caucus by the Parliament of Indonesia in Jakarta
from 171-20™ July 2017.

Hereby Resolves to:

Adopt the Report of the 9" AIPA Caucus held in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Viet Nam
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A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Pol/02)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 10™ AIPA CAUCUS
HELD IN KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Resolution No 28GA/2007/Pol/03 on the Establishment of an AIPA Caucus to
provide a platform for regular interaction amongst AIPA Member Parliament;

Recognizing that the 10th AIPA Caucus monitored the implementation of the resolutions
adopted at the 38" and 39" AIPA General Assembly in the Philippines and Singapore;

Acknowledging that the theme for Working Groups discussions of the 10th AIPA Caucus
were “The Rise of Terrorism, Extremism, And Radicalization” as the Working Group 1, “A
Parliamentary Perspective; Enhancing Cooperation on Climate Action in ASEAN” as the
Working Group 2, and “Strengthening Legal Frameworks to Protect Children from Sexual
Exploitation in Travel and Tourism” as the Working Group 3;

Appreciating the hosting of the 10" AIPA Caucus by the Parliament of Malaysia in Kuala
Lumpur from 16 to 19 June 2019.

Hereby Resolves to:
Adopt the Report of the 10th AIPA Caucus held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to address climate change issues together and develop a
common position, with robust monitoring, reporting and verification mechanisms for climate
actions as stated in the report of the Working Group 2;

Urge developed countries to provide the means of implementation in terms of financial,
technology transfer and capacity building to developing countries as stipulated in the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Paris Agreement as
suggested in the summary of the report.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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//// ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
W\ Viet Nam, 8-10 September 2020
A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Pol/03)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 11™ AIPA CAUCUS
HELD VIA VIDEOCONFERENCING HOSTED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PHILIPPINES

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling the Resolution No 28GA/2007/Pol/03 on the Establishment of an AIPA Caucus to
provide a platform for regular interaction amongst AIPA Member Parliament;

Recognizing that the 11" AIPA Caucus monitored the implementation of the resolutions
adopted at the 40" AIPA General Assembly in the Thailand;

Acknowledging that the theme for Working Group discussion of the 11" AIPA Caucus was
“Muitigating Risk and Strengthening Economic Resilience in the Period of Pandemic”;

Appreciating the hosting of the 11" AIPA Caucus by the House of Representatives of the
Philippines via videoconference on 14 August 2020.

Hereby Resolves to:
Adopt the Report of the 11" AIPA Caucus held via videoconference hosted by the House of

the Representatives of the Philippines.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Pol/04)

RESOLUTION ON

THE REPORT OF THE ASEAN-AIPA INTERFACE
AT THE 30™ ASEAN SUMMIT

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling the First Informal Meeting between the delegation of the Presidents/Speakers of the
ASEAN Inter- Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) and the ASEAN Heads of States/Governments
held during the 14™ ASEAN Summit in 2009 in Cha-am, Thailand;

Noting that the Interface between ASEAN and AIPA has been organised annually at the ASEAN
Summit by the State holding the ASEAN Chairmanship with the exception during the 22" and
32" ASEAN Summit;

Further noting that a day before the Interface, a Preparatory Meeting was held among
representatives from AIPA Member Parliaments to discuss the AIPA Statement to be delivered
by President of AIPA at the Interface;

Appreciating the House of Representatives of the Philippines for hosting the Preparatory Meeting
in Manila, the Philippines on 28 April 2017;

Appreciating the Philippines as the ASEAN Chairman 2017 for hosting Interface between
ASEAN Heads of States/Governments and the Representatives of AIPA in Manila, the Philippines
on 29 April 2017.

Hereby resolves to:
Adopt the Report of the Interface between Heads of States/Governments and Representatives of

AIPA at the 30" ASEAN Summit.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Pol/05)

RESOLUTION ON

THE REPORT OF THE ASEAN-AIPA INTERFACE
AT THE 34™ ASEAN SUMMIT

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling the First Informal Meeting between the delegation of the Presidents/Speakers of the
ASEAN Inter- Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) and the ASEAN Heads of States/Governments
held during the 14™ ASEAN Summit in 2009 in Cha-am, Thailand;

Noting that the Interface between ASEAN and AIPA has been organised annually at the ASEAN
Summit by the State holding the ASEAN Chairmanship with the exception during the 22" and
32" ASEAN Summit;

Further noting that a day before the Interface, a Preparatory Meeting was held among
representatives from AIPA Member Parliaments to discuss the AIPA Statement to be delivered
by President of AIPA at the Interface;

Appreciating the National Assembly of Thailand for hosting the Preparatory Meeting in Bangkok,
Thailand on 21 June 2019;

Appreciating Thailand as the ASEAN Chairman 2019 for hosting the Interface between ASEAN
Heads of States/Governments and the Representatives of AIPA in Bangkok, Thailand on 22 June
2019.

Hereby resolves to:
Adopt the Report of the Interface between Heads of States/Governments and Representatives of

AIPA at the 34™ ASEAN Summit.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Pol/06)

RESOLUTION ON

THE REPORT OF THE ASEAN-AIPA INTERFACE
AT THE 36™ ASEAN SUMMIT

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling the First Informal Meeting between the delegation of the Presidents/Speakers of the
ASEAN Inter- Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) and the ASEAN Heads of States/Governments
held during the 14™ ASEAN Summit in 2009 in Cha-am, Thailand;

Noting that the Interface between ASEAN and AIPA has been organised annually at the ASEAN
Summit by the State holding the ASEAN Chairmanship with the exception during the 22" and
32" ASEAN Summit;

Appreciating Viet Nam as the ASEAN Chairman 2020 for hosting the Interface between ASEAN
Heads of States/Governments and the Representatives of AIPA via videoconference on 26 June
2020;

Further noting that the Preparatory Meeting was held among representatives from AIPA Member
Parliaments via email communication as a communication platform to discuss the AIPA Message
to be delivered by President of AIPA at the Interface;

Recognising that the Report of the 10" ASEAN-AIPA Interface Meeting demonstrates the
cohesiveness and responsiveness of the 10 AIPA member parliaments to accelerate ASEAN
Integration and Community-building process.

Hereby resolves to:
Adopt the Report of the Interface between Heads of States/Governments and Representatives of

AIPA at the 36" ASEAN Summit.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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Doc.41GA/2020/Eco Rep

REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC MATTERS

Mrs. President,

1 It is my great honour to submit the following Report of the Committee on Economic
Matters.

2 The Committee met on 9™ of September 2020 at 10.15 am. The meeting was presided
over by Hon. Mr. Vu Hong Thanh of the National Assembly of Viet Nam as the Chairperson,
and Hon. Mr. Duong Quoc Anh of the National Assembly of Viet Nam served as the
Rapporteur.

3 With authorization from Honorable Mrs. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, Chairwoman of the
National Assembly of Viet Nam and President of AIPA 2020, Honorable Mr. Phung Quoc Hien,
Vice Chairman of the National Assembly of Viet Nam attended and delivered his welcome
speech for the meeting. The following delegates attended the meeting:

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Ms. Siti Rozaimeriyanty Dato Haji Abdul Rahman
Hon. Mr. Ong Tiong Oh
Hon. Ms. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii
Hon. Mr. Pengiran Haji Ali Pengiran Maon
Hon. Mr. Haji Mohimin Haji Johari
Hon. Mr. Hanapi Mohd Siput

ok wd

Cambodia

1. Hon. Mr. Sok Sokan

2. Hon. Mr. Mam Bunneang

3. Hon. Mr. Hou Sry

4. Hon. Mr. Ai Khan

5. Hon. Mr. Chay Borin

6. Hon. Mr. Yim Leat
Indonesia

1. Hon. Mr. Jon Erizal

Lao PDR

1. Hon. Mr. Bounpone Sisoulath
2. Hon. Mr. Sanya Praseuth
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Malaysia
1. Hon. Mr. Wong Chen
2. Hon. Mr. Yusuf Abd Wahab

Myanmar
1. Hon. Mr. Naing Htoo Aung
2. Hon. Mr. Bo Bo Oo
3. Hon. Ms. Shwe Shwe Sein Latt

Philippines
1. Hon. Ms. Rose Marie Arenas

Singapore
1. Hon. Mr. Melvin Yong
2. Hon. Ms. Poh Li San
3. Hon. Mr. Derrick Goh

Thailand
1. Hon. Mr. Pisit Leeahtam
2. Hon. Ms. Wiboonlasana Ruamraksa
3. Hon. Mr. Manoon Sivapiromrat
4. Hon. Mr. Krisda Tanterdtit

Viet Nam
1. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Manh Tien
2. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Huu Quang
3

Hon. Mr. Le Quang Huy

3 The Meeting of the Committee on Economic Matters was held in the traditional
ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation. The following Resolution was discussed
and approved:

a) Resolution on The Role of Parliaments in Promoting ASEAN Cohesiveness and
Economic Recovery Post COVID-19

4 The Committee was deeply concerned about the substantial losses that the COVID-19
pandemic has caused to ASEAN economies. The Committee affirmed the importance of
economic connectivity in promoting ASEAN Member States’ economic growth and
comprehensive recovery and also emphasised the crucial role of Parliaments in mitigating the
adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

5 Therefore, the Committee resolved to support the implementation of ASEAN’s
initiatives for immediate and active response and also regional coordination to effectively
control epidemics, while ensuring macro-economic and financial stability as well as gradually
resuming economic activities in the new normal. The Committee called upon ASEAN
Member States, while maintaining preventive measures in response to the COVID-19
pandemic, to issue policies on education, employment, and public healthcare, and at the same
time, implement appropriate policy measures to mitigate the economic impacts of COVID-19
on most affected businesses across ASEAN including travel, tourism, retail, manufacturing
and other services sectors. The Committee also welcomed the establishment of COVID-19
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ASEAN Response Fund as an instrument to address both the immediate needs and long-term
goals of ASEAN Member States arising from the pandemic.

6 Realizing that digital technology plays an important role in strengthening ASEAN
economic connectivity and ASEAN readiness to respond to challenges caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic, the Committee resolved to facilitate the development of digital infrastructure,
digital connectivity, digital security and privacy, and digital skills and knowledge among
ASEAN Member States to promote digital economy; to leverage opportunities brought about
by the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) in order to overcome adverse impacts of economic
lockdown and social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic.

7 The Committee recommended AIPA Parliaments to continue reviewing and
completing legal frameworks that enable trade facilitation, the regional flow of goods and
undisrupted supply chains, create open, sustainable and responsible investment policies,
ensure food security and agricultural value chains, work on new and indispensable legislative
frameworks to institutionalize national preparedness and response mechanisms against
COVID-19 and future pandemics, promote circular economy practices and promote the use
of renewable energy for sustainable development.

8 The Committee welcomed and encouraged efforts by sub-regional cooperation
frameworks, including in the Mekong area, to promote inclusive and sustainable development
across the ASEAN Community by aligning sub-regional growth with the comprehensive
development of ASEAN and also encouraged closer coordination between ASEAN sectoral
bodies and sub-regional cooperation frameworks in achieving the shared goal of narrowing
the development gap among and within ASEAN Member States.

9 The approved resolution is attached as an annex in this report.

10 I hereby present the Report of the Committee on Economic Matters to the 41* General
Assembly of AIPA.

Thank you.

TDWA \\

HON. MR. VU HONG THANH HON. MR. DUONG QUOC ANH
CHAIRPERSON RAPPORTEUR
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(Res 41GA/2020/Eco/01)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTS IN PROMOTING ASEAN
COHESIVENESS AND ECONOMIC RECOVERY POST-COVID-19

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Recalling the AIPA Resolution RES39GA/2018/ECO/03 on “Deepening Regional Economic
Integration in ASEAN”, and the AIPA Resolution RES40GA/2019/ECO/01 on “Fostering
Inclusive Economic Development in ASEAN ” and AIPA Resolution RES40GA/2019/ECO/02 on
“ASEAN Cooperation to prepare for the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) ",

Also recalling the ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025 which aims to create a deeply
integrated and highly cohesive ASEAN economy that would support sustained high economic
growth and resilience even in the face of global economic shocks and volatilities as well as
propel ASEAN towards a digitally-enabled economy that is secure, sustainable and
transformative, and further leverage Information and Communication Technology (ICT) to
enable an innovative, inclusive and integrated ASEAN;

Welcoming the important outcomes of the 36" virtual ASEAN Summit, the 52"¢ ASEAN
Economic Ministers’ (AEM) Meeting, the Declaration of the Special ASEAN Summit on
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19), the ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Statement on
Strengthening ASEAN’s Economic Resilience in Response to the Outbreak of the COVID-19,
the Hanoi Plan of Action on Strengthening ASEAN Economic Cooperation and Supply Chain
Connectivity in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic and other ASEAN initiatives, including
the Chiang Mai Initiative Multilateralisation (CMIM), to enhance ASEAN’s capacity to recover
from economic recession after the pandemic;

Deeply concerned about the substantial losses that the COVID-19 pandemic has caused to
ASEAN Member States and its peoples; and at the same time, affirming that the COVID-19
pandemic situation has largely affected ASEAN economies, intra-bloc and external trade
activities as well as investments;

Acknowledging the importance of ongoing whole-of-government effort of ASEAN Member
States and proactive whole-of-community approach by ASEAN in its collective efforts to
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic thus far;

Affirming the importance of economic connectivity, including preserving supply chain

connectivity, in promoting ASEAN Member States’ economic growth and comprehensive

recovery and realising that digital technology plays an important role in strengthening ASEAN
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economic connectivity and ASEAN readiness to respond to challenges caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic;

Recognising that in the increasingly complex global and regional context, with escalating
unilateralism, trade conflicts, economic decoupling and sophisticated technology-based
security threats, “cohesiveness” and “proactive responsiveness” are important factors for
ASEAN to meet the need for development and integration with the world;

Emphasising the crucial role of parliaments in exercising their constitutional duties of checks
and balances and providing necessary support needed to mitigate the adverse impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Hereby resolves to:

Affirm the determination to enhance ASEAN’s capacity for self-reliance and support the
implementation of ASEAN’s initiatives for immediate and active response and also regional
coordination to effectively control epidemics, protect public health, particularly the vulnerable
groups, while ensuring macro-economic and financial stability as well as gradually resuming
economic activities in the new normal;

Call upon ASEAN Member States, while maintaining preventive measures in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, to issue policies on education, employment, and public healthcare
including enhancing the fair and equitable access to vaccines, medicines, medical supplies and
equipment, rice and other essential goods so as to support the vulnerable and disadvantaged
groups affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, at the same time, ASEAN Member States should
implement appropriate policy measures to mitigate the economic impacts of COVID-19 on
businesses across ASEAN, especially in travel, tourism, retail, manufacturing sectors, and other
services sectors and the most affected industries;

Emphasise the need to further expedite the exchange of travel and health-related information
and other necessary measures undertaken by ASEAN Member States to control the spread of
the COVID-19, boost travel confidence, promote and facilitate cross-border movement of
people including skilled workforce in ASEAN by adopting safety standards and health
protocols that support seamless travel experience while adhering to the international safety and
health standards and ensuring the compliance of the commitments under relevant agreements
among ASEAN Member States;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to explore the concept of “travel bubble” as a preliminary
initiative in the gradual reopening of borders by establishing safe travel zones in ASEAN,
facilitate the movement of essential business travellers and recommend guidelines for reference
by all ASEAN Member States without undermining commitments under relevant agreements
among ASEAN Member States;

Welcome the establishment of COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund as an instrument to address
both the immediate needs and long-term goals of ASEAN Member States arising from the
pandemic;

Call upon ASEAN Member States to mitigate their risks of external debts by sourcing
alternative financing resources from domestic markets and to maintain the stability of their
financial sectors; call upon AIPA Member Parliaments to strengthen the parliamentary
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oversight mechanism over fiscal stimulus allocation and its delivery with respect to preventing
potential of fraud, rent-seeking opportunity, and further financial moral hazard stemming from
the crisis;

Call upon ASEAN Member States to implement the Hanoi Action Plan on strengthening
ASEAN economic cooperation and supply chain connectivity in response to the COVID-19
pandemic, adopted at the Special ASEAN Economic Ministers' Meeting on the COVID-19
response on 04 June 2020, and support the development of the ASEAN Comprehensive
Recovery Framework and its Implementation Plan for the region’s cohesive response to the
COVID-19 pandemic to fast-track economic recovery;

Recommend AIPA Member Parliaments to (1) continue reviewing and completing legal
frameworks that enable trade facilitation, the regional flow of goods and undisrupted supply
chains by not imposing unnecessary barriers to trade, (2) create open, sustainable and
responsible investment policies, (3) ensure food security and agricultural value chains and (4)
promote circular economy practices and the use of renewable energy for sustainable
development;

Encourage AIPA Member Parliaments to work on new and indispensable legislative
frameworks to institutionalise national preparedness and response mechanisms against COVID-
19 and future pandemics, such as: (1) amending labor laws to adapt to alternative work
arrangements; (2) updating regulations to optimize the digital economy; (3) upholding the
youth’s right to education to prepare them for future threats and opportunities; and (4) pump-
priming infrastructure activities for health, education, agriculture and MSMEs livelihood
sectors which can generate valuable multiplier effect on our economy;

Facilitate the discussion by ASEAN Member States on the common product registration for
food and drug products to effectively and efficiently support the rapid growth of these outputs
in ASEAN, and to ensure the continuous flows of these essential goods in the region;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to strengthen cooperation in the area of smart cities and
promote greater use of green technology in support of existing connectivity initiatives, such as
the ASEAN Smart Cities Network (ASCN) that engenders wider use of green technology to
achieve its sustainable urban development objectives;

Commit to promoting the ratification and implementation of regional trade agreements;
prioritize the strengthening of efforts for the conclusion of negotiations and signing of the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement in 2020; strengthen the
capacity, participation, and parliamentary supervision with respect to the implementation of
regional and international commitments on trade and investment, and regard these as key tools
to promote greater economic integration within the ASEAN Community and between ASEAN
and external partners;

Facilitate the development of digital infrastructure, digital connectivity, digital security and
privacy, and digital skills and knowledge among ASEAN Member States to promote digital
economy; strengthen the cooperation among AIPA Member Parliaments to explore the
possibility to harmonise relevant policies, laws and regulations regarding digital taxation within
ASEAN; share information and experience to tackle challenges faced by electronic commerce
platforms; to leverage opportunities brought about by the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) in
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order to overcome adverse impacts of economic lockdown and social distancing during the
COVID-19 pandemic and to stay competitive in the digital era;

Promote regional linkage and connectivity, improve transport connections and infrastructure
construction to enhance responsiveness; welcome and encourage efforts by sub-regional
cooperation frameworks, including in the Mekong area, such as the Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-
Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS), CLV Development Triangle Area and
Greater Mekong Sub-region as well as the Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines
East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA), the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle
(IMT-GT) and Luangprabang-Indochina-Mawlamyine Economic Corridor (LIMEC), to
promote inclusive and sustainable development across the ASEAN Community by aligning
sub-regional growth with the comprehensive development of ASEAN; encourage closer
coordination between ASEAN sectoral bodies and sub-regional cooperation frameworks in
achieving our shared goal of narrowing the development gap among and within ASEAN
Member States; and strengthen cooperation in environmental protection, smart agricultural
development and sustainable management of natural resources to ensure sub-regional food,
water and energy security during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam.
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41" GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
Viet Nam, 8 - 10 September 2020

A I p A Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community

Doc.41GA/2020/Soc Rep

REPORT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MATTERS

Madam President,

1 On behalf of the Committee on Social Matters, | am honored to report to the 41 AIPA
General Assembly the outcomes of the Meeting of the Committee on Social Matters.

2 The Meeting of the Committee on Social Matters took place at 13.30 hrs, 9" September
2020. The Meeting was presided over by Hon. Mr. Phan Thanh Binh, Chairman of Committee
on Culture, Education, Adolescents and Children of the National Assembly of Viet Nam. Its
rapporteur was Hon. Mrs. Le Thu Ha, Standing Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the National Assembly of Viet Nam. The following delegates attended the Meeting:

Brunei Darussalam

Hon. Mr. Iswandy Ahmad

Hon. Mr. Haji Abdul Hamid Arsad
Hon. Ms. Khairunnisa Haji Ash'ari
Hon. Mr. Haji Tahamit Haji Nudin
Hon. Mr. Haji Abdul Wahab Apong
Hon. Mr. Haji Emran Sabtu

Cambodia
Hon. Mrs. Nin Saphon
Hon. Mr. Prak Chamroeun
Hon. Mrs. Un Sokunthea
Hon. Mr. Ouk Damry
Hon. Mr. Say Borin
Hon. Mrs. Mak Vansitha

Indonesia
1. Hon. Mrs. Andi Yuliani Paris

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Dr. Phonephet Boupha
2. Hon. Mr. Amphay Chitmanonh
3. Hon. Mrs, Thavisay Phasathan




Malaysia
|. Hon Mr. Wong Ling Biu
2. Hon. Dr. Azman Ismail
3. Hon. Senator Asmak Binti Husin

Myanmar
1. Hon. Dr. San Shway Wynn

.

2. Hon. Mr. Maung Maung Latt

Philippines
. Hon. Ms. Josephine Ramirez-Sato

Singapore

. Hon. Mr. Henry Kwek

2. Hon. Mr. Satkiandi Supaat
3. Hon. Ms. Carrie Tan

Ihailand

Hon. Mr. Jetn Sirathranont

Hon. M.L. Panadda Diskul
Hon. Ms. Pechdau Tohmeena
Hon. Mr. Nattapong Supriyasilp
Hon. Mr. Chakkrapan Pornnimit

L SN P S

Viet Nam

Hon. Mr. Nguyen Hoang Mai
Hon. Mrs. Le Thu Ha

Hon. Mrs. Hoang Thi Hoa
Hon. Mrs. Cao Thi Xuan

Hon. Mrs. Ngo Thi Minh
Hon. Mr. Nguyen Tuan Anh

e S

e

3 In the spirit of friendship, solidarity and cooperation, the Committee on Social Matters
discussed and approved the following Resolutions:

a) Resolution on the Adoption of the Report of the 3rd Meeting of the AIPA
Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) and the Resolution on Turning Words into
Actions Towards a Drug-Free ASEAN Community

- The Meeting was conducted by the National Assembly of Viet Nam in the format of
virtual conference on 29" June 2020. The adopted Resolution demonstrates the interests and
joint efforts of AIPA Member Parliaments in building a cohesive and responsive ASEAN
Community in preventing and combating drugs for sustainable development, safety and health
of all people.

b) Resolution on the Adoption of the Report of the Conference on Educational and
Cultural Cooperation (ECC) and the Resolution on Parliamentary Partnership on
Educational and Cultural Cooperation for Sustainable Development

5 The Conference was also held via video conference on 30™ July 2020. The Report and
Resolution of the Conference both highlighted the important role of education and culture in
the development of each nation and its people, as well as in the implementation of the United
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Based on the experience of member
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countries in culture and education development and their measures to respond to COVID-19
and mitigate its impacts, participating delegations have agreed to adopt the Resolution. All
delegations concurred with the establishment of an annual discussion mechanism on promoting
parliamentary cooperation in the implementation of sustainable development goals (SDGs),
specifically cultural and educational cooperation within ASEAN Community.

¢) Resolution on Enhancing AIPA’s Role in Supporting ASEAN Social-Cultural
Community in Responding to COVID-19

6 Expressing grave concerns over the unprecedented impacts of COVID-19 pandemic on
the ASEAN Social-Cultural Community and the world, the Committee on Social Matters
affirmed the significant role of AIPA member parliaments in supporting the COVID-19
response of the ASEAN Social-Cultural Community, in order to achieve the SDGs in social
and cultural affairs and the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 on building a people-oriented and
people-centered ASEAN Community. The Committee called on ASEAN Member States to step
up their efforts and cooperation to mitigate the impacts of natural disasters and the pandemic
on ASEAN citizens.

7 I hereby present the Report of the Committee on Social Matters to the 41* General
Assembly of AIPA.

Thank you.

o

PHAN THANH BINH LE THU HA
CHAIRPERSON RAPPORTEUR

Q3



415T GENERAL ASSEMBLY

///// ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
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A I p A Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Soc/01)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE 3R° MEETING
OF THE AIPA COUNCIL ON DANGEROUS DRUGS (AIPACODD)
AND THE RESOLUTION TURNING WORDS INTO ACTIONS
TOWARDS A DRUG-FREE ASEAN COMMUNITY

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Resolution 23GA/2002/Soc/07 on the Terms of Reference of the AIPO Fact-Finding
Committee (AIFOCOM) to Combat the Drug Menace which stated that the AIFOCOM shall meet
at least once a year, preferably in the country where the AIPA General Assembly is to be held
that year, and Resolution 40GA/2019/0rg/17 which resolved that the 41% General Assembly shall
be held in Viet Nam;

Further recalling Resolution 38GA/2017/Soc/02 on The Terms of Reference of the AIPACODD
which stated the transformation from AIFOCOM to AIPACODD as a parliamentary tool to fight
dangerous drugs and mandated the AIPA Secretariat to ensure legal and mutual cooperation
and the sharing of information and best practices among AIPA Member Parliaments to fight
the drug menace;

Noting that the 3™ AIPACODD Meeting was held via videoconferencing on 29 June 2020
hosted by the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, and the report of the
3" AIPACODD Meeting including the Resolution on Turning Words into Actions towards a
Drug-Free ASEAN Community;

Recognizing that the Report of the 3rd AIPACODD Meeting and the Resolution on Turning
Words into Actions towards a Drug-Free ASEAN Community demonstrated unified concern
and action by AIPA Member Parliaments of achieving a drug-free ASEAN region.

Hereby resolves to:

Adopt the Report of the 3 AIPACODD Meeting and the Resolution on Turning Words into
Actions towards a Drug-Free ASEAN Community.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/S0c/02)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON
PARLIAMENTARY PARTNERSHIP ON EDUCATIONAL AND
CULTURAL COOPERATION (ECC) AND THE RESOLUTION ON
PARLIAMENTARY PARTNERSHIP ON EDUCATIONAL AND
CULTURAL COOPERATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling that the Conference of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly on AIPA
Parliamentary partnership on Educational and Cultural Cooperation for Sustainable
Development (AIPA ECC) was held via video conferencing on 30" July, 2020 hosted by the
National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam at the Parliament House, Ha Noi,
Viet Nam;

Mindful that the conference aimed to enable AIPA parliamentarians and partners to consider
a cooperation mechanism in areas of education and culture that facilitates the implementation
of United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, subsequently contributing to
advance ASEAN cultural identity, building ASEAN a community of wealth, prosperity and
sustainable development;

Recognizing that the Resolution on Advancing Parliamentary Partnership on Educational and
Cultural Cooperation for Sustainable Development of the ASEAN Community has been
adopted by AIPA Member Parliaments on 30" July, 2020, in Hanoi, Viet Nam;

Acknowledging the report of the AIPA Parliamentary Partnership on Educational and Cultural
Cooperation for Sustainable Development shows the commitment of AIPA member
parliaments to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG 4 on Quality Education).

Hereby resolves to:

Adopt the Report and the Resolution of the AIPA Parliamentary Partnership on Educational and
Cultural Cooperation for Sustainable Development.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/S0c/03)

RESOLUTION ON

ENHANCING AIPA’S ROLE IN SUPPORTING ASEAN SOCIO-
CULTURAL COMMUNITY IN RESPONDING TO COVID-19

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Aware that ASEAN aims to build a people-centered and socially-responsible ASEAN
Community to achieve solidarity and long-lasting unity among ASEAN Member States and
their peoples by creating a common identity towards a sharing, caring, harmonious and open
society where the lives, living standards, and welfare of people are improved;

Deeply sympathising with the unprecedented impact of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-
19) pandemic that tremendously affected the ASEAN socio- cultural community, particularly
the people's health, well-being, safety, social welfare, income, employment, education, and
other socio-cultural fields;

Concerned with the lack of close and continuous collaboration among countries in responding
to the COVID-19 pandemic in preventing and combating infectious diseases and in minimizing
the negative impacts on biodiversity and natural resources of socio-economic activities
including the rapid increase of all types of waste especially plastic, microplastic and medical
waste;

Commending the efforts of ASEAN Member States: (i) in providing timely and responsive
measures to protect the lives and health of the people through their comprehensive assessment
of the challenges of public health emergencies and the COVID-19 pandemic; (ii) in alleviating
the socio-economic impact of the global crisis by coming up with timely and responsive
measures for the protection of people’s lives and health, especially the efforts of the countries
in controlling, attending to and treating COVID- 19 patients in particular and in providing
people with the necessary healthcare services at the time of dangerous epidemics in general,

Highly appreciating the outcome of the Joint Dialogue between AIPA and the Economic
Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) on waste management in the context of
COVID-19 pandemic to foster collaborative action among AIPA Member Parliaments and its
partners to prevent and reduce waste and garbage produced from sea-based and land-based
activities especially the increasing amount of medical waste during the spread of COVID-19,
and the efforts of the ASEAN Member States in alleviating the socio-economic impact, in
securing essential provisions such as food and water supply, in managing climate regulation
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challenges, and in promoting sustainable urban ecosystems to protect the environment against
the debilitating impact of COVID-19 in the region and the world;

Affirming the important role of AIPA Member Parliaments in achieving the sustainable socio-
cultural development goals in the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint, including the
prevention, surveillance and timely response to pandemic diseases such as COVID-19, and in
reaffirming the commitment to the implementation of the ASEAN Vision 2025 for building a
people-oriented and people- centered ASEAN Community;

Recalling the AIPA resolutions on labour and employment, social welfare, education, people's
healthcare, disease prevention and control, biodiversity conservation, environmental
preservation, and sustainable development that urged the AIPA Member Parliaments to tackle
these issues through the active exercise of their parliamentary functions and duties, promotion
of initiatives, and the implementation of the Joint ASEAN Declarations adopted at the ASEAN
Summits; and

Emphasising (i) the role of primary healthcare, and the importance of the availability and
accessibility of vaccines, medicine, diagnostics, and medical equipment, and the people’s
essential participation in COVID-19 prevention and control; (ii) the importance of effective and
transparent public communication, health literacy, disease information, epidemic prevention
and control measures and government policies on public health; (iii) the urgency of the
responsive measures in labour and employment, social welfare, education and vocational
training in order to ensure the stability of society and livelihoods for the citizens, particularly
the ones directly affected by the pandemic; and (iv) the need to preserve the natural resources
in the region and exert efforts to restore drained resources while maintaining the ASEAN
development trajectory during the pandemic.

Hereby resolves to:

Affirm the determination of AIPA Member Parliaments to support the ASEAN socio-cultural
community in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic ensuring that no one is left behind during
epidemic outbreaks and other public health emergencies;

Support ASEAN Member States to enhance their respective capacity to prevent and control
infectious diseases; establish the COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund; to emphasise the
importance of risk communications and risk assessments in the early detection of and rapid
response to emerging infectious disease outbreaks by strengthening the ASEAN Risk
Assessment and Risk Communication Centre (ARARC); and to share information, experiences
and joint efforts to carry out comprehensive, transparent and swift measures to mitigate and
minimise impacts of COVID-19 as well as other future public health emergencies;

Call upon ASEAN Member States to continue and promote the implementation of universal
healthcare coverage, increase the quality and effectiveness of primary healthcare, reform the
healthcare system and healthcare finance, strengthen regional linkages and connectivity to
broaden the accessibility of healthcare services and effective control of diseases, strengthen the
ASEAN Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) Network to respond to public health
emergencies to function as the crisis preparedness and response centre at the regional level, put
forward joint measures to strengthen the capacity to make and implement strategies,
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programmes and regulations on sustainable development, environmental preservation and
biodiversity protection;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to actively implement adopted collaborative frameworks
and policies among governments and other stakeholders to coordinate and cooperate in
systematically managing waste and garbage produced; to protect the environment and preserve
natural resources in line with international standards, their respective national capacity,
engagement with ASEAN’s external partners and the international community; to develop and
maintain flexible, open and connected supply chains especially relating to medical supplies
including vaccines, personal protective equipment and medicines which are considered as
common goods; and to take advantage of ASEAN-Iled regional mechanisms to bring forward
policies of medical support, treatment and consular assistance in responding to pandemics to
mitigate and minimize the impact of COVID-19 and other crises in the future;

Urge AIPA Member Parliaments to continue consolidating the active and responsive legal
frameworks for ASEAN in (i) universal healthcare coverage to ensure that no one is left behind,
especially during epidemic outbreaks; (ii) biodiversity to handle current regional losses and
study ways to effectively explore biodiversity for the ASEAN people’s benefit, including the
prevention and control of zoonotic diseases; (iii) systematic management, treatment and
disposal of waste generated during the spread of COVID-19; (iv) the use of communication and
importance of raising the awareness among the public to change consumer behaviour on plastic
disposal and recycling; and (v) cooperation with non-governmental organisations, civil society
and the private sector in social-cultural matters to mobilise all resources responding to
dangerous epidemics;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to collaborate in the field of labour and employment by:
(i) promptly providing support for the livelihoods and health for all workers in response to the
impact of COVID-19, especially those with low incomes and those who are in the informal
economy and high-risk industries; (ii) ensuring that employees who are terminated from work
or laid off are adequately provided with social safety nets and properly compensated by their
employers or provided with social allowances; and (iii) affording appropriate assistance to
migrant workers in the ASEAN region;

Call upon ASEAN Member States to strengthen cooperation in education and vocational and
technical training by promoting life-long learning; enhance preparedness of ASEAN human
resources in meeting future skill requirements, while developing new skills for workers to be
able to respond to COVID- 19 as well as future pandemics; and advance cooperation with
businesses in upskilling and promoting new skills for workers;

Support ASEAN Member States to strengthen cooperation for social protection, safety and
welfare towards the mitigation of the impact of disasters and pandemics, including COVID-19
on the people of ASEAN, especially vulnerable groups in the fight against the COVID-19; and
to provide adequate social services and protection to frontline staff, health workers, and social
workers;

Call upon the AIPA Member Parliaments to enhance the capacity of parliamentary supervision
mechanisms over socio- cultural policies, notably in healthcare, waste management, and
environmental protection, considering them as key tools in ensuring the right direction of socio-
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cultural policies that contribute to a strong ASEAN socio-cultural community in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic; and

Promote comprehensive and effective cooperation among AIPA Member Parliaments to
overcome challenges and reinvigorate and stabilize efforts to achieve the United Nation’s
Sustainable Development Goals, economic benefits, public health benefits particularly
measures to prevent infectious diseases and facilitate recovery from COVID-19 and develop a
common platform to facilitate timely information sharing within ASEAN.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam.

Q9



N1SUTSYNAUSNITUIONT
AufaNSENYYIIFEaNID T



A 415TGENERAL ASSEMBLY
\\ ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
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A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community

Doc 41GA/2020/0rg Rep

REPORT OF
THE ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITTEE

Madam President,

1 It is my great honor to submit the following Report of the Committee of the
Organizational Matters of AIPA.

2 The Meeting was held virtually on 9" September 2020 at 15.45 pm. It was presided over
by Hon. Mr. Vu Hai Ha, Vice-Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National
Assembly of Viet Nam as the Chairperson, and Hon. Mrs. Mai Thi Phuong Hoa, Standing
Member of Committee on Justice of the National Assembly of Viet Nam was the Rapporteur.
The Meeting was attended by 27 Parliamentarians from AIPA Member Parliaments as follows:

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Mr. Pehin Dato Hj Abdul Ghani Hj Abdul Rahim
2. Hon. Mr. Pehin Dato Hj Hasrin Hj Sabtu

Hon. Mr. Pehin Dato Hj Judin Hj Asar

Hon. Mr. Pengiran Hj Mohamed Pengiran Haji Osman
Hon. Mr. Haji Ramli Hj Lahit

Hon. Mr. Haji Emran Hj Sabtu

Oy, ) Lo

Cambodia

Hon. Mr. Chhit Kim Yeat
Hon. Mr. Hou Sry

Hon. Nim Chantara

Hon. Mr. Chhoeuy Channa
Hon. Ouk Damry

W L b e

Indonesia
1. Hon. Dr. Mardani Ali Sera

Lao PDR

1. Hon. Mrs. Suansavanh Vignaket
2. Hon. Mr. Thanta Kongphaly

Malaysia
1. Hon. Mr. Datuk Hasanuddin Mohd Yunus
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Myanmar

1. Hon. Prof. Dr. Than Win (Mr.)
2. Hon. Mr. Zarni Min

3. Hon. Dr. Win Myint (Mr.)

Philippines

1. Hon. Ms. Divina Grace C. Yu
Singapore

1. Hon. Dr. Lim Wee Kiak

2. Hon. Mr. Darryl David

Thailand

Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol
Hon. Prof. Kanchanaratt Leevirojana
Hon. Mr. Samerkun Thiengtham

Hon. Mr. Ekkachai Songamnartcharon
Hon. Mr. Akradech Wongpituchroj

S PR R B

Vietnam
1. Hon. Mrs. Le Thu Ha
2. Hon. Mrs. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan

3 Hon. Mr. Uong Chu Luu, Vice President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam
attended and delivered the welcome remark at the meeting.

4 The Meeting was honored to receive Deputy Secretary-General (DSG) of ASEAN for
ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) who was invited to give a presentation on the
topic othe impact of the COVID 19 pandemic on the implementation of the 2025 ASEAN Vision
of community building in all its three pillars.

5 The Meeting was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and
cooperation. The following Reports and Resolutions were discussed and approved:

a) Resolution on the Financial Report 2019-2020.
6 The resolution on the financial report of the AIPA Secretariat was adopted by the
Organizational Committee. The committee shared their view and comments for AIPA
Secretariat to separate the yearly financial report for the annual contribution and the special
fund of AIPA Secretariat.

b) Resolution on the Budget Estimation 2020-2021.
7 The AIPA Secretariat proposed two plan version of the Budget Estimates; Plan A
includes the budget of AIPA Secretariat Transformation, Plan B is without the budget of AIPA
Secretariat Transformation. After some discussion between the AIPA Secretariat and the AIPA
Member Parliaments, the Committee agreed to adopt the resolution with the Plan B budget
estimates.

¢) Resolution on Secretariat’s Annual Report 2019-2020.
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8 The Committee expressed their appreciation to AIPA that amidst the current global
pandemic, AIPA is able to convene most of the AIPA Meetings and AIPA activities virtually.
Hence, the committee unanimously agreed to adopt the resolution.

d) Resolution on Accrediting the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco
as an Observer of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA); and
) Resolution on Accrediting the Parliament of Norway as an Observer of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA).
9 The AIPA Secretariat received a letter from AIPA President, informing that all the AIPA
Member Parliaments have shared their comments on the admission of the new observes of
AIPA. The House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco and Parliament of Norway
have obtained 100% consensus from all AIPA Member Parliaments to be admitted as the new
observers. Hence, the committee agreed to adopt the resolution.

f) Resolution on the Establishing Meeting of Young AIPA Parliamentarians.
10 The first unofficial meeting of Young AIPA Parliamentarians was held in this virtual
General Assembly on 8 September 2020 as the mechanism of discussion of young
parliamentarians of AIPA. The initiative was very well-received by the delegates during the
meeting. Hence, the Committee agreed to adopt on the resolution.

8) Resolution on the Status on the Relocation of AIPA Secretariat Premises.
11 The Committee raised an issue regarding the source of the budget for the monthly fee
and the internet fee for the relocation of AIPA Secretariat as well as the source of funds for the
renovation cost. The AIPA Secretary General explained that the budget will be taken from the
annual contribution of AIPA Secretariat and the AIPA savings. Based on this explanation, the
committee agreed to adopt the resolution.

h) Resolution on the Extension of Cooperation between FREELAND Foundation and
AIPA Secretariat.
The Committee unanimously agreed to adopt the resolution on the extension of
cooperation between Freeland Foundation and AIPA Secretariat.

i) Resolution on Extension of Memorandum of Understanding to Develop AIPA’s
Capacity on Matters Concerning ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN
Economic Integration in Various Areas between ERIA and AIPA.

12 The Committee reached consensus to adopt the resolution on the extension of
Memorandum of Understanding to Develop AIPA’s Capacity on Matters Concerning ASEAN
Economic Community and ASEAN Economic Integration in Various Areas between ERIA and
AIPA.

J) Resolution on Establishing Joint Programs between AIPA and the International
Conservation Caucus Foundation (ICCF) on Blue Economy, Economic Development
and Conservation.

13 The Committee unanimously agreed to adopt the resolution on establishing Joint
Program between AIPA and ICCF on Blue Economy, Economic Development, and
Conservation.

k) Resolution on AIPA Distinguished Service Award to Her Excellency Mdm. Pany
Yathotou, President of the National Assembly of Lao PDR; and

) Resolution on AIPA Distinguished Service Award to Her Excellency Mdm. Tong Thi
Phong, First Vice-President of the National Assembly of the S.R.Viet Nam.
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14 The Committee unanimously adopted the resolution on AIPA Distinguished Service
Award to Her Excellency Mdm. Pany Yathotou and Her Excellency Mdm. Tong Thi Phong.

m) Resolution on Appreciating the hospitality and support of the House of
Representatives of Indonesia to the AIPA Secretariat.
15 The resolution was made to appreciate the House of Representatives of Indonesia for
their support to the AIPA Secretariat. The Committee unanimously agreed to adopt the
resolution.

n) Resolution on Appreciating the Service of Her Excellency Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim
Ngan as President of AIPA.
16 The Committee unanimously adopted the resolution on Appreciating the Service of Her
Excellency Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan as President of AIPA.

0) Resolution on Date and Venue of the 42" General Assembly.
17 The 42" ATPA General Assembly will be held in August 2021 in Bandar Seri Begawan,
Brunei Darussalam. The Committee agreed to adopt the resolution.

18 For the draft resolution on the “Rules and Procedures for Hosting of the AIPA
General Assembly”, the Committee agreed to defer this resolution to the next AIPA General
Assembly due to the unclear procedure between circulating the guidelines for hosting the AIPA
General Assembly and amending the statute of AIPA.

9 The Committee agreed to defer the draft resolution on the “Guidelines and Procedures
of the AIPA-ASEAN Dialogue”. The meeting requested the AIPA Secretariat to consult with
the ASEAN Secretariat to clarify the internal process for ASEAN to empower the ASEAN
Secretariat to represent ASEAN in the future dialogue with AIPA.

20 While the initiative was welcomed, the Committee agreed to defer the resolution on the
“Transformation of AIPA Secretariaf’ to a suitable time. AIPA Secretariat was requested to
form a Working Group to undertake a comprehensive organizational review as well as prepare
a detailed presentation of the proposed plan for transformation.

21 I hereby present the Report of the Committee of the Organizational Matters of AIPA to
the 41* General Assembly of AIPA.

e

. MR. VU HAI HA HON. MRS. MAI THI PHUONG HOA
CHAIRPERSON RAPPORTEUR
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415T GENERAL ASSEMBLY
///// ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
\\\\\ Viet Nam, 8-10 September 2020
A I pA Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN

(Res 41GA/2020/Org/01)

RESOLUTION ON

FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE AIPA SECRETARIAT
FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 AUGUST 2019 TO 31 JULY 2020

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Noting that AIPA adopts the new Financial Year to be from 1 August of each year to 31 July
of the following year as resolved by Resolution RES.35GA/2014/ORG/03 at the 35th AIPA
General Assembly held in Vientiane, Lao PDR;

Having considered the Audited Financial Reports of the AIPA Secretariat covering the period
of 1 August 2019 to 31 July 2020 as contained in Doc. 41GA/2020/FinRep/01;

Noting the Balance Sheet of the AIPA Secretariat as of 31 July 2020.

Hereby resolves to:

Approve the aforesaid Financial Report covering the period of 1 August 2019 to 31 July 2020.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/0rg/02)

RESOLUTION ON
(1) ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR THE AIPA SECRETARIAT
FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 AUGUST 2020 TO 31 JULY 2021,
(2) SPECIAL FUND FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 AUGUST 2020 TO 31
JULY 2021 AND
(3) ESTIMATED SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET FROM 1 AUGUST 2021
TO 31 OCTOBER 2021

The Forty-first General Assembly:

Bearing in mind that the Estimated Budget of AIPA for the Financial Year 1 August to 31 July
of the following year and the Supplementary Budget for the months of August to October of
the next Financial Year will be contained in a single audited report for the approval of General
Assembly;

Further bearing in mind that Special Fund started operating in Financial Year 2017/2018 and
is contained in a single audited report for the approval of General Assembly;

Having considered the details of the Estimated Expenditures and Explanatory Notes for
Financial Year 2020/2021 covering the period from 1 August 2020 to 31 July 2021, the Special
Fund covering the period from 1 August 2020 to 31 July 2021 and the Supplementary Estimate
from 1 August 2021 to 31 October 2021.

Hereby resolves to:

Approve the estimated expenditure as contained in Doc. 41GA/2020/0rg/02 of US$ 324,020.00
for the period of 1 August 2020 to 31 July 2021, US$ 114,200.00 being the additional
expenditure and funded from savings, US$ 50,000.00 being the expenditure of AIPA Special
Fund covering the period of 1 August 2020 to 31 July 2021 and Supplementary Estimates of
US$ 67,085.00 to cover the expenditure for three months from 1 August 2021 to 31 October
2021 respectively.

Adopted on tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/03)

RESOLUTION ON
THE SECRETARIAT’S ANNUAL REPORT FY 2019-2020

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Having considered the AIPA Secretariat’s Annual Report FY 2019-2020 submitted by the
Secretary General.

Hereby resolves to:

Approves the aforesaid Secretariat Annual Report FY 2019-2020.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/0rg/04)

RESOLUTION ON

ACCREDITING THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO AS AN OBSERVER OF ASEAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (AIPA)

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Referring to the letter from the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of
Morocco dated 1 November 2019, containing an appeal for the House of Representatives of
the Kingdom of Morocco to be considered as an observer member of AIPA;

Noting the interest of the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco to participate
in the annual General Assembly of AIPA as an Observer;

Recalling Article 6 (5) of the Statutes of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)
which stated that the General Assembly may invite special observers and guests to attend its
annual meetings;

Recalling further Article 10(1) of the Statutes of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
(AIPA) which stated that the Executive Committee shall have the power and function to
consider and recommend membership in AIPA and the participation of Special Observers,
Observers and Guests, and that the Executive Committee has considered the House of
Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco’s desires to participate as an observer in the
annual meeting of AIPA,

Appreciating the positive response and the unanimous decision of the AIPA Member
Parliaments to accept the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco to be an
Observer at the annual meeting of AIPA.

Hereby resolves to:
Accredit the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco as an Observer in the

ongoing and future AIPA General Assemblies.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/05)

RESOLUTION ON

ACCREDITING THE PARLIAMENT OF NORWAY AS AN
OBSERVER OF ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
(AIPA)

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Referring to the letter from the President of the Parliament of Norway dated 28 November
2019, containing an appeal for the Parliament of Norway to be considered as an observer
member of AIPA;

Noting the interest of the Parliament of Norway to participate in the annual General Assembly
of AIPA as an Observer;

Recalling Article 6(5) of the Statutes of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)
which stated that the General Assembly may invite special observers and guests to attend its
annual meetings;

Recalling further Article 10(1) of the Statutes of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
(AIPA) which stated that the Executive Committee shall have the power and function to
consider and recommend membership in AIPA and the participation of Special Observers,
Observers and Guests, and that the Executive Committee has considered the Parliament of
Norway’s desires to participate as an observer in the annual meeting of AIPA,

Appreciating the positive response and the unanimous decision of the AIPA Member
Parliaments to accept the Parliament of Norway to be an Observer at the annual meeting of
AIPA.

Hereby resolves to:

Accredit the Parliament of Norway as an Observer in the ongoing and future AIPA General
Assemblies.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/06)

RESOLUTION ON

THE ENGAGEMENT OF YOUNG PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA
IN THE ASEAN COMMUNITY BUILDING

The Forty-First General Assembly:

Cognisant of the potential role and contribution of the youth in national development and the
achievement of sustainable development through bold thinking and innovation. Recognising
further that youth should be encouraged to be more involved in the decision-making process
that will shape tomorrow and have an impact on several generations to come; also aware that
countries all over the world appreciate the youth’s role and attach great importance to and
provide resources for youth development;

Recognising the significant role of young people and their contributions to the ASEAN
Community building and the realisation of the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 through
implementing the ASEAN Work Plan on Youth 2016 - 2020;

Recalling Resolution No. GA 9-83 of the 5th AIPO General Assembly in April 1983
“ASEAN Program on Youth and Young Political Leaders”, Resolution No. RES.
34GA/2013/SOC/01 of the AIPA 34th General Assembly in September 2013 “Nurturing and
Enhancing the Role of Young People to Meet the Future Challenges of ASEAN” and the
statement by the ASEAN youth representatives at the ASEAN Leaders’ Interface with
Representatives of ASEAN Youth during the 36th ASEAN Summit;

Noting the Resolution on Youth Participation in the Democratic Process adopted by the
122nd IPU Assembly in Bangkok in 2010, and the Outcome Document of the 6th IPU Global
Conference of Young Parliamentarians held in Asuncion, Paraguay in 2019;

Affirming the urgent need to strengthen the voice of youths and young parliamentarians, their
engagement in the socio-economic development of each ASEAN Member Country, the work
of AIPA Member Parliaments and the AIPA Agenda;

Recalling the initiative to promote AIPA young parliamentarians’ engagement proposed by
the President of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam in her
Acceptance Speech at the Transfer of AIPA Presidency Ceremony at the 40th AIPA General
Assembly in Bangkok, Thailand, in 2019, the AIPA President Message and the Remarks by
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Vietnam’s Head of Parliamentary Delegation delivered at the ASEAN Leaders’ Interface with
Representatives of AIPA during the 36th ASEAN Summit in June 2020;

Further recalling the statement delivered by ASEAN youth representatives at the ASEAN
Leaders’ Interface with Representatives of ASEAN Youth during the 36th ASEAN Summit
which highlighted important and practical topics, namely Youth Volunteerism, Youth
Entrepreneurship, and the 4th Industrial Revolution skills for youth in tandem with the
ASEAN Work Plan on Youth 2016 - 2020;

Reaffirming ASEAN Declaration on the Adoption of the ASEAN Youth Development Index
on the occasion of the 31st ASEAN Summit, as such initiative helps each ASEAN member
country in ensuring their youth development moving forward.

Hereby resolves to:

Support the implementation of ASEAN Work Plan on Youth 2016 — 2020 and other related
plans of action in the coming years to promote the engagement and contributions by the youth
in the ASEAN Community building;

Call on ASEAN Member States to be committed to implement the ASEAN Youth
Development Index, as it is the instrument that can measure the youth development;

Enhance the participation of young parliamentarians in AIPA Member Parliaments as well as
their engagement in contributing youth perspectives on AIPA Agenda;

Strengthen the cooperation between AIPA young parliamentarians and the ASEAN Youth
Forum to realise the ASEAN Work Plan on Youth 2016 - 2020 and in the coming years,
particularly in youth entrepreneurship, start-ups, volunteerism, adaptability to climate change
and the rapid changes in science and technology as well as strengthen relations between
ASEAN Youth, AIPA young parliamentarians and other regional, international youth
organisations and young parliamentarian institutions to promote the ASEAN image and
identity;

Support further collaboration and cooperation within ASEAN in young leaders’ development
and enhance leadership capacity for AIPA young parliamentarians, considering this as one of
AIPA priorities;

Encourage AIPA Member Parliaments to provide an opportunity for young parliamentarians
to attend AIPA General Assemblies and related activities with a view to improving their
engagement in AIPA’s work;

Recommend AIPA Member Parliaments to strengthen public awareness of AIPA to youth and
encourage youth to participate in the ASEAN Community building;

Welcome the initiative to establish the Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA to be held
in AIPA General Assemblies;

Support the creation of an ad-hoc committee, composed of AIPA Member Parliament
Secretariats in conjunction with the AIPA Secretariat, to draft the Rules of Procedures of the
R11



Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA to be considered and adopted in the next AIPA
General Assembly.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam.
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/07)

RESOLUTION ON
THE RELOCATION OF AIPA SECRETARIAT PREMISES

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Referring to the Resolution at the 6th AIPO General Assembly held in Singapore, 1983, which
was recalled in the Resolution 36GA/2015/0rg./08 on Proposed Relocation of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) Secretariat adopted at the 36" AIPA General Assembly in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia on 11" day of September 2015 in which it approved — among others
- the establishment of a Permanent AIPO Secretariat in a member country and that the host
country shall provide rent-free premises to house the permanent Secretariat and the initial
capital outlay;

Recalling the Resolution 40GA/2019/0rg./12 adopted at the 40" AIPA General Assembly in
Bangkok, Thailand on 29" day of August 2019 in which it approved for the Secretariat to push
forward the negotiation with the ASEAN for possible dispensation of a rental expense;

Taking into account the recent development wherein the Permanent Secretariat of AIPA has
been relocated into significantly smaller room with no adequate space for staff, room to host
meetings or receive guests of the Secretary General,

Noting that there could be sufficient space for the AIPA Secretariat to be housed at the ASEAN
Headquarters and that the relocation into the ASEAN Headquarters building will raise AIPA’s
profile with ASEAN and other non-parliamentary organizations as well as to create a
harmonious working relationship with ASEAN thereby enhancing cooperation and
communication between AIPA Secretariat and ASEAN Secretariat;

Taking into consideration the limited opportunity offered by the ASEAN Secretariat for a rent-
free space in the ASEAN Heritage building on a first-come, first-served basis which was made
available to AIPA Secretariat;

Convinced that the total amount of annual operational cost sharing expenses as negotiated with
ASEAN Secretariat is significantly below average of any office building in Jakarta;

Viewing with appreciation the support by the ASEAN Secretary General and consensus by the
Committee of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN in granting a rent-free work space for the
Permanent Secretariat of AIPA.

R13



Hereby resolves to:

Recommend the House of Representative of the Republic of Indonesia to extend its
commitment in providing outlaying capital to the Permanent Secretariat of AIPA as stipulated
in Resolution at the 6th AIPO General Assembly held in Singapore, 1983;

Approve the relocation of the Permanent Secretariat of AIPA to the ASEAN Heritage Building.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/0rg/08)

RESOLUTION ON

THE EXTENSION OF COOPERATION BETWEEN FREELAND
FOUNDATION AND AIPA SECRETARIAT

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Resolution 33GA/2012/ORG/07 on Strengthening Law Enforcement and Regional
Cooperation to Combat Wildlife Crime and on Partnership Development with ASEAN-WEN/
ARREST/ FREELAND adopted at the 33 AIPA General Assembly held in Lombok,
Indonesia, from 16-22 September 2007 which stated that the General Assembly authorized the
AIPA Secretariat to enter into a joint program/cooperation with  ASEAN WEN and
FREELAND Foundation in the promotion of “green legislative agenda”;

Following the direction given by the General Assembly through Resolution
36GA/2015/0RG/09 on Strengthening Law Enforcement and Regional Cooperation to
Combat Wildlife Crime adopted at the 36" AIPA General Assembly held in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, from 6 to 12 September 2016 upon the expiry of the Letter of Cooperation (LoC)
entered into the Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Cooperation between Freeland
Foundation and the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly Secretariat;

Further recalling the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Cooperation
between FREELAND Foundation and ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)
Secretariat on 7 December 2015 in Bangkok, Thailand;

Considering the previous Memorandum of Understanding has expired on 7 December 2018;

Acknowledging the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding Concerning between
FREELAND Foundation and AIPA Secretariat expressing the continuation of the
implementation of the program signed on 23 July 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand.

Hereby Resolves to:

Approve the extension of cooperation between AIPA Secretariat and Freeland Foundation as
referred to in the signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) Concerning Cooperation
between FREELAND Foundation and the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)
Secretariat.

In the event of any amendments arising in the Memorandum of Understanding, the AIPA
Secretary General shall obtain the direction of the President of AIPA.
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Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/0rg/09)

RESOLUTION ON

EXTENSION OF MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING TO
DEVELOP AIPA’S CAPACITY ON MATTERS CONCERNING ASEAN
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND ASEAN ECONOMIC
INTEGRATION IN VARIOUS AREAS BETWEEN ERIA AND AIPA

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Resolution 37GA/2016/ORG/02 on Memorandum of Understanding to Develop
AIPA’s Capacity on Matters Concerning ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN
Economic Integration in Various Areas between ERIA and AIPA adopted at 37" AIPA General
Assembly in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, which stated the need to develop the capacity of the
staff of ASEAN Parliaments;

Noting that ERIA is an international organization based in Jakarta, Indonesia, whose purpose
is to conduct research activities and make policy recommendations for increased economic
integration in ASEAN and East Asia;

Further Noting that since its founding in 2008, ERIA has develop extensive experience in the
South East Asia region and through its research supports the ASEAN economic integration
process and structural reforms in ASEAN Member States;

Expressing that the MoU would facilitate the exchange of knowledge, best practices, ideas
and experience on Capacity Development among the respective parliaments that will
contribute to the realisation of an ASEAN economic integration process;

Considering the previous Memorandum of Understanding has expired on 16 December 2019;

Confirming the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding to Develop AIPA’s Capacity
on Matters Concerning ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN Economic Integration in
Various Areas between ERIA and AIPA expressing the continuation of implementation of the
program signed on 22 January 2020.

Hereby Resolves to:

Approve the extension of cooperation between AIPA Secretariat and ERIA as referred to in
the signed Memorandum of Understanding to Develop AIPA’s Capacity on Matters
Concerning ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN Economic Integration in Various
Areas.

In the event of any amendments arising in the Memorandum of Understanding, the Secretary
General shall obtain the direction of the President of AIPA.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/10)

RESOLUTION ON

ESTABLISHING JOINT PROGRAMS BETWEEN
AIPA AND THE INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION CAUCUS
FOUNDATION (ICCF) ON BLUE ECONOMY, ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Realizing that the ASEAN region is facing an enormous challenge in keeping a delicate balance
of environmental sustainability and economic development;

Bearing in mind that ASEAN countries are confronted by immense environmental degradation
due to increased population, rapid economic growth, combined with the existing and intra-
regional inequalities, which has also led to increased consumption of resources and generation
of waste, resulting in unsustainable development;

Noting that the ICCF (International Conservation Caucus Foundation) is a non-profit
organization, bipartisan U.S. Congressional International Conservation Caucus, with the vision
to empowering policymakers on innovative solutions to conservation challenges. It has
expanded this successful caucus model globally, with a network of active parliamentary
conservation caucuses in Europe, Africa, Asia, and Latin America;

Noting further that the ICCF is at the forefront of building political will to improve governance
on wildlife by coordinating interactions between U.S. and international policymakers,
conservation organizations, and government agencies working on the ground to leverage
resources in support of conservation programs and by facilitating the work of parliamentary
caucuses to toughen policies, coordinate across borders, and access international support for
conservation;

Taking into consideration that longer-term cooperation between AIPA and ICCF would benefit
the two organizations, include exchange of visits between delegations of the U.S. Congress and
AIPA Member Parliaments, hosting joint conferences and facilitate the exchange of knowledge,
best practices, ideas and experiences on topics of Blue Economy, Economic Development, and
Conservation.

Hereby Resolves to:

Direct the AIPA Secretariat to draft a Memorandum of Understanding in establishing a
cooperation and joint programs between the two organizations;
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Approve the Resolution on Establishing Joint Programs Between the AIPA and ICCF on Blue
Economy, Economic Development, and Conservation.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/11)

RESOLUTION ON

AIPA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD TO
HER EXCELLENCY MME. PANY YATHOTOU

The Fortieth AIPA General Assembly:

Recognizing the valuable service, outstanding contribution and tireless efforts of H.E.
Pany Yathotou, President of the National Assembly of Lao PDR towards the pursuit of
the goals and objectives of AIPA;

Considering the nomination of H.E. Pany Yathotou, President of the National Assembly
of Lao PDR, with the unanimous support of all Delegations.

Hereby resolves to:

Agree that this General Assembly confers AIPA Distinguished Service Award to H.E.
Mme. Pany Yathotou as recognition of her meritorious services to AIPA.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/12)

RESOLUTION ON

AIPA DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD TO
HER EXCELLENCY MME. TONG THI PHONG

The Fortieth AIPA General Assembly:

Recognizing the valuable service, outstanding contribution and tireless efforts of H.E. Mme.
Tong Thi Phong, First Vice-President of Viet Nam National Assembly towards the pursuit of
the goals and objectives of AIPA;

Considering the nomination of H.E. Mme. Tong Thi Phong, First Vice-President of Viet Nam
National Assembly, with the unanimous support of all Delegations.

Hereby resolves to:

Agree that this General Assembly confers AIPA Distinguished Service Award to H.E. Mme.
Tong Thi Phong as recognition of her meritorious services to AIPA.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/13)

RESOLUTION ON

THE APPRECIATION OF THE SUPPORT BY THE INDONESIAN
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO AIPA SECRETARIAT

The Forty-First AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Resolution 11GA/16 — 90 on the Establishment of AIPO Secretariat that for an
initial period of three years, the Permanent AIPO Secretariat be established at the
premises of the Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat in Jakarta, Indonesia; with effect from 17
February 1990.

Further Recalling Resolution 13GA/92/Res-0-30 on the Location of AIPO Secretariat
in which Indonesian Parliament agreed to continue hosting the AIPO Secretariat for as
long as the ASEAN Secretariat is located in Jakarta;

Recognizing the valuable contribution made by the House of Representatives of
Indonesia in hosting the AIPO/AIPA Secretariat office in Jakarta for period of 2 decades
since the establishment of the Permanent Secretariat in 1990;

Noting with deep appreciation the support by the House of Representatives of Indonesia
to AIPA Secretariat in term of rent-free premises and the initial capital outlay.

Hereby resolves to:

Urges AIPA Member Parliaments to approve and adopt this Resolution on the
appreciation of the support by the House of Representatives of Indonesia for hosting the
AIPA Secretariat office.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/14)

RESOLUTION ON
APPRECIATING THE SERVICE OF
HER EXCELLENCY NGUYEN THI KIM NGAN AS PRESIDENT OF
AIPA

The Forty-First General Assembly:
Acknowledging that the term of office of Her Excellency Mme. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan as the
President of AIPA ends at the conclusion of the 415t AIPA General Assembly;

Recognizing Her Excellency Mme. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan’s valuable contribution to the
success of the 415 AIPA General Assembly during her term of office;

Sincerely expressing its deepest appreciation and gratitude for her leadership of the organization
and welcoming her continued participation and contribution in the development and growth of
AIPA.

Hereby resolves to:

Adopt this resolution on appreciating the Services of Her Excellency Mme. Nguyen Thi Kim
Ngan.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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(Res 41GA/2020/Org/15)

RESOLUTION ON
DATE AND VENUE OF THE 42N° GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The Forty-First General Assembly:
Referring stipulation of Chapter IV, Article 9 Paragraph 3 of the AIPA Statutes that the venue

of the General Assembly shall be on rotational basis in alphabetical order among the Member
Parliaments;

Hereby resolves, that the 42" General Assembly shall be held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei
Darussalam in August 2021.

Adopted on the tenth day of September 2020 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam
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FINAL 10/9/2020

415" GENERAL ASSEMBLY
///// ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
A}

Viet Nam, 8 - 10 September 2020
AlPA

Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community

(Doc 41GA/2020/JC)

JOINT COMMUNIQUE OF
THE FORTY-FIRST (41°T) GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (AIPA)

I.  INTRODUCTION

1. The 41% General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) with
the theme “Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN
Community” was held virtually from 8 to 10 September 2020, Ha Noi, Viet Nam
pursuant to the Statues of AIPA and the decision of the AIPA President in consensus with
AIPA Member Parliaments.

2. H.E. Mdm. Nguyén Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of of the National
Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam presided over the 41 General Assembly
of AIPA.

Il. DELEGATIONS

3. The 41% General Assembly of AIPA was attended virtually by delegates from all AIPA
Member Parliaments, 9 Observer Parliaments, Guests of the Host, AIPA and ASEAN
Secretariats and AIPA Partners.

4. For the AIPA Member delegations, Brunei Darussalam was led by H.E. Pehin Dato
Abdul Rahman Taib, Speaker of the Legislative Council: Cambodia was led by Samdech
Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly:
Indonesia was led by H.E. Mdm Puan Maharani, Speaker of the House of
Representatives; Lao People’s Democratic Republic was led by H.E Mdm Pany
Yathotou, President of the National Assembly; Malaysia was led by H.E. Datuk Azhar
Azizan Harun, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Myanmar was led by H.E. Mr.
T Khun Myatt, Speaker of the Union Assembly; Philippines was led by H.E.Alan Peter
S.Cayetano, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Singapore was led by H.E. Mr.
Tan Chuan-Jin, Speaker of the Parliament; Thailand was led by H.E. Mr. Chuan
Leekpai, President of the National Assembly and Viet Nam was led by H.E.Mdm Tong
Thi Phong, First Vice-President of the National Assembly.
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5. For the Observer delegations, Australia was led by Mr. Ross Vasta; Belarus was led by
H.E. Mr. Vladimir Andreichenko, Chairman of the House of Representatives; Canada
was led by Hon. Mr. Han Dong; People’s Republic of China was led by Hon. Mr. Fuli
Chen; European Parliaments was led by Hon. Mr. Daniel Caspary; India was led by
Hon. Dr. Satya Pal Singh; H.E. Ms. Santo Akiko, President of the House of Councillors
of Japan sent her message; Republic of Korea was led by Hon. Mr. Hoyoung Joo; New
Zealand was led by H.E. Mr. Rt Hon Trevor Mallard, Speaker of the House of
Representatives; Russian Federation was led by Mr. Konstantin Kosachev and H.E. Mr.
Aniceto Longuinhos Guterres Lopes, President of the National Assembly of Timor-Leste
sent his Message to the General Assembly.

6. The delegation from AIPA Secretariat was led by Hon. Nguyen Tuong Van, Secretary-
General of AIPA.

7. For the delegation of Guest of the Host, Kazakhstan was led by H.E. Mr. Nurlan
Nigmatulin, Chairman of the Majilis of the Parliament; Morocco was led by H.E. Mr.
Habib EI Malki, President of the House of Representatives; and Norway was led by H.E.
Mrs. Tone Wilhelmsen Troen, President of the Parliament; United Nations was led by
Mr. Fabrizio Hochschild; the ASEAN Secretariat was led by Deputy Secretary General
Mr. Kung Phoak; Inter-Parliamentary Union was led by Secretary Geenral Mr. Martin
Chungong.

8. For the delegation of AIPA Partner, Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and
East Asia (ERIA) was led by Hon. Mr. Hidetoshi Nishimura; Freeland was led by Mr.
Steven Galster; Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) was
led by Ms. Julia Schulte and Parliamentary Institute of Cambodia (PIC) was led by
Mr. Dararith Kim-Yeat.

OPENING CEREMONY

9. The Opening Ceremony of the 41% General Assembly of AIPA was held on Tuesday, 8
September 2020, commencing at 08.30 am. H.E.Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President
of the National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, President of AIPA
delivered her opening speech. H.E. Nguyén Phu Trong, the General Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, State President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
delivered his welcome video message. H.E. Nguyén Xuan Phuc, the Prime Minister of
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, Chairman of ASEAN 2020 delivered his speech.

Opening Speech

10. In her Opening Speech, H.E. Mdm. Nguyén Thi Kim Ngén, President of the National
Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam, President of AIPA, expressed her high
appreciation for the efforts, determination and cooperation of AIPA Member Parliaments
to attend the 41% General Assembly of AIPA, the first virtual Assembly in the 43-year
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history of AIPA, a proof of cohesiveness and responsiveness of AIPA and ASEAN
against the background of serious impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the region and
the world in the pursuit of happiness for ASEAN people.

She also emphasised the significance of the 41% AIPA theme of “Parliamentary
diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community”, which showcased the
AIPA's and Member Parliaments' consensus to support ASEAN Governments in
overcoming difficulties, promote solidarity, cooperation, for an ASEAN Community of
prosperity and sustainable development. The common goals of development of ASEAN
Community to 2025 and beyond set tasks for parliamentarians to further unite, cooperate,
jointly emphasise a sense of responsibility, empathy and sharing in AIPA.

She urged AIPA Member Parliaments to (i) put the interest of the people at the center of
all our actions, in a spirit of respect for domestic and international law; (ii) work closely
with ASEAN in the ASEAN Community building; (iii) expand cooperation with regional
and international inter-parliamentary organizations, (iv) help to reform and improve the
effectiveness of AIPA in light of “turning words into actions” for a brighter future
through the development of an AIPA vision; (v) articulate the goal of more effective
parliamentary diplomacy for peace, stability, cooperation and sustainable development,
for cohesiveness, responsiveness and increased resilience within ASEAN. She also
underscored the importance of information and communication about AIPA, ASEAN to
the public, which helps to raise mutual understanding and reinforce mutual confidence, a
critical foundation for ASEAN regional integration.

Welcoming Remarks

13.

14.

H.E. Nguyén Phu Trong, the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Party, the
State President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam welcomed the delegates to the 41%
General Assembly held virtually and expressed his appreciation and complimented the
efforts to hold the 41 AIPA General Assembly, which illustrates the resolve of the
National Assembly of Viet Nam and AIPA Member Parliaments to join hands in solidarity
to overcome difficulties, to promote cooperation and development of the ASEAN
Community. He stressed that against the rapid and extraordinarily profound changes,
particularly due to the COVID-19 pandemic and major powers strategic competition, the
whirlwind development of science and technology, digital transformation across the globe
present countries with both opportunities and challenges, ASEAN and AIPA should
underscore the importance of cohesion, resilience to respond to the new situation,
adjustment to the new circumstances to meet the ever-rising aspirations of our people,
businesses and international friends.

He also highlighted that as legislators, parliamentarians are the highest representatives of
the people, reflecting their voices and wishes. He congratulated AIPA’s 43 years of
development in joining hands with ASEAN and contributing practically to the Association's
milestones of development. He said that an ASEAN that is strong, the driver of regional,
international cooperation and playing central role is not only a pillar of support for Viet
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Nam, but also its goal. He said that it is time for AIPA to continue its efforts to contribute
to ASEAN centrality in the evolving regional architecture, promote multilateralism,
connectivity, international cooperation, absolute respect for the rule-of-law, for peace,
stability and prosperity in the region and the world.

H.E. Nguyén Xuan Phuc, the Prime Minister of Viet Nam expressed his gratitude to
Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, the President of the 41 AIPA for her important
contributions and to the leaders of AIPA Member Parliaments for their active
participation at the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 36" ASEAN Summit in 26" June,
2020. He appreciated the role of AIPA to support ASEAN in maintaining an environment
of peace, security, stability, cooperation and development, and strengthening the bond
among peoples of the countries in the region. By Commending the theme of AIPA-41:
“Parliamentary Diplomacy for a Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN Community”, an
expression of the strong commitment and support of AIPA and Member Parliaments
towards the efforts of the governments and people of ASEAN for a united and resilient
ASEAN that respond effectively to the opportunities and challenges ahead, he
highlighted key areas of cooperation between AIPA and the ASEAN including the
following:

First, advance the implementation of the Blueprints across the the three pillars and the
realization of the ASEAN Community Vision 2025 by mainstreaming and harmonizing the
policies and decisions of ASEAN with national development programs. Second, the
parliamentarians of AIPA should reflect the people’s will in the decisions concerning the
future directions for ASEAN development and a people-centered ASEAN Community
Vision beyond 2025. Third, join hands with ASEAN governments to build a rules-based
Community that upholds the rule of law, equality and mutual respect, and settles disputes
and differences through peaceful means on the basis of respect for international law. He
also welcomed broader relations with partners, through which ASEAN should always
maintain its centrality in the region and finally, promote connectivity among people,
enrich the ASEAN values and cultural identity for a cohesive, caring and sharing ASEAN
Community. He stressed that despite difficulties, Viet Nam was committed to fulfilling
its role as the ASEAN Chair 2020 and reiterated his confidence that given the common
effort of the member governments and parliaments, ASEAN shall continue to steadily
move forward on the path to build a community of solidarity, resilience, cohesion and
responsiveness, for peace, development, and prosperity.

VICE-PRESIDENTS OF 415T GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Pursuant to Article 10 of the Statutes of AIPA, the General Assembly elected the Leaders
of Delegations of the AIPA Member Parliaments as Vice-Presidents of the 41% General
Assembly of AIPA.

STATEMENTS BY HEADS OF DELEGATIONS OF AIPA MEMBER
PARLIAMENTS

The Heads of Delegations of the AIPA Member Parliaments delivered their respective
statements at the First Plenary session of the 41% General Assembly.
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Brunei Darussalam

14

15

16

H.E. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib delivered a statement to the 41st AIPA General
Assembly. In his statement, he highlighted that this year’s theme “Parliamentary
Diplomacy for Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN?, is very relevant to the current context
as we face unprecedented challenges in adapting to the new normal.

H.E. Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib emphasized that the global impact of the pandemic
on health, education and the economy has fundamentally changed the way in which we
lead our daily lives. In response to that, H.E. invited AIPA Member Parliaments to
maintain a forward-looking approach and carefully adapt to ensure the continuity of
AIPA’s work by upholding the true ASEAN spirit of “Unity in Diversity”. He believed
that AIPA will be able to assist ASEAN to overcome the challenges ahead and respond
adeptly to the impending future.

The Speaker also reminded AIPA Member Parliaments to continue fostering cooperation
among relevant stakeholders by encouraging timely exchanges of lessons learned in
relation to mitigating the effects of COVID-19, while also acknowledging post-pandemic
challenges and devising pre-emptive measures to safeguard the interests of our people.
Closing his statement, H.E Pehin Dato Abdul Rahman Taib mentioned that Brunei
Darussalam will continue to support the endeavors and efforts by AIPA Member
Parliaments in addressing the global and regional challenges through partnerships and
diplomacy.

Cambodia

17

18

19

The statement of Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the
National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia highlighted several important points.
He believed that the parliaments play an important role in making ASEAN rules-based
and people-oriented institution.

He stated that COVID-19 brought challenges and impacted social and economic globally.
He believed that ASEAN member parliaments should enhance international cooperation
for common interests and benefits. He informed that the pandemic has been actively
controlled with collective efforts, through the establishment of COVID-19 ASEAN
Response Fund. He mentioned that in tackling COVID-19, it requires significant funding,
Cambodia practical experience in mobilizing resources through fostering and
encouraging contribution from public institutions, the private sector, development
partners, NGOs toward people in need and society as a whole. This is Cambodia’s culture
of sharing, solidarity and national unity.

He believed that ASEAN should further deepen regional integration to facilitate the flow
of goods, services and people; although in the current situation ASEAN has managed to
maintain its supply chain of goods. He also informed that Cambodia has redirected its
development strategy based on comparative and competitive advantaged, focusing more
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on agriculture & agro-industry, digital transformation and domestic tourism. He stated
that Cambodian Parliament upholds the continuous efforts of ASEAN, focusing on
maintaining and promoting peace, security and stability in the region, as well as the
settlement of disputes based on the principle of international law and diplomacy and
avoiding the use of force. He also mentioned that Cambodia supports young AIPA
parliamentarians to participate in all AIPA meetings. He believed that youth plays
significant roles in national development and ASEAN Community.

Indonesia

20. Her Excellency Puan Maharani the Speaker of the House of Representatives of the
Republic of Indonesia conveyed her utmost appreciation to the National Assembly of
Vietnam for hosting the 415t AIPA General Assembly. In her statement she emphasized
on the important role of Parliament in encouraging ASEAN Member States governments
to deliver adequate policy to curb the spread of COVID-19, reduce greater economic
impact and ensuring social welfare as well as performing legislative duty through
passing bils related to fiscal stimulus or strengthening social safety net. She said that
Parliament should also improve oversight to ensure that those laws would be
implemented, and their benefits would be felt by the people.

21. She stated on the importance of maintaining security and stability as an important factor
in the development and growth in the region. She recalled that to keep Southeast Asia to
be peaceful, friendly and harmonious region, ASEAN Member States should prioritize
on peaceful settlement, avoid tension, exercise self-restraint and encourage confidence
building measures. The speaker also reminded on the importance to uphold the United
Nation Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982 as reference in determining
maritime entitlements, sovereign rights and legitimate interests over maritime zones
while fostering The South China Sea Code of Conduct as the mutually agreeable
platform for dialogue between ASEAN and China on South China Sea.

22. She believed that in order for ASEAN to become Cohesive and Responsive, ASEAN
Member States should enhance capacity to be the first in line to respond any emerging
regional challenges including human trafficking and people smuggling of displaced
persons in the region as the excess of the situation in Rakhine, before it become
internationalized. She further stated that Parliamentary encouragement to the issue is
crucial as the delicate matter is feared could further hinder the efforts of curbing the
spread of COVID-19. She also believed that as one community ASEAN will be able to
overcome this difficult time and address other regional challenges with the spirit of
‘Gotong Royong’ a traditional Indonesian term for working collectively. She prayed that
God will grant ASEAN Member Parliaments the strength and health in the service of
ASEAN people in this time of pandemic.

Lao’s People Democratic Republic
20. Her Excellency Pany Yathotou, the President of the National Assembly, appreciated the

theme of the 41st AIPA General Assembly: “Parliamentary Diplomacy for Cohesive and
Responsive ASEAN”, which contributes to the commitment of 36" ASEAN Summit and
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promotes cooperation and partnership within ASEAN Member States. She further
highlighted the vital role of AIPA in promoting parliamentary diplomacy through the
adoption of numerous important resolutions of the AIPA General Assembly aiming at the
realisation of cohesive and responsive ASEAN community. These undertakings
strengthen the socio-economic and political-security cooperation at the regional level on
the basis of consensus building; promote public participation in the ASEAN community
building process; encourage the harmonised and responsive legislations as well as
exchange the best practices and experience among member parliaments.

She emphasised the commitment of the National Assembly of Laos towards the
translation of Declaration of the Special ASEAN Summit on COVID-19 into national
frameworks by focusing on the surveillance, control and responsive measures against the
COVID-19 outbreak and adopting legislation framework, promoting public awareness of
the preventive and responsive measures against the epidemic while promoting the
participation of the public and private sectors and strictly implement preventive measures
in the fight against COVID-109.

On her final note, the President of the Lao National Assembly underlined the role of
AIPA Member Parliaments through parliamentary diplomacy to encourage the
Government of ASEAN Member States to implement measures and translate
commitment of the ASEAN Leaders as well as the Heads of AIPA towards tangible
results, thereby contributing to maintain peace, stability, security and sustainable
prosperity in the region and the world at large. She also appreciated the ASEAN Member
States, ASEAN’s Dialogue Partners, friendly countries and international organisations for
valuable support and technical and financial assistance.

Malaysia

23.

24.

25.

His Excellency Datuk Azhar Azizan Harun started his statement with a brief background
on the formation of ASEAN and the principles that catalysed the establishment of the
organization. Following upon that, the statement highlighted the importance of ASEAN
as a pillar of strength for the region to it member states that is subsequently followed by
AIPA’s active involvement in achieving the goals and objectives set out by ASEAN.

The Speaker further illustrated the unique importance of parliamentary diplomacy as a
tool to resolve regional issues and adversity as well as the roles and expectations of
parliamentarians to ensure that the guiding principles of ASEAN remain at the forefront
of the efforts of its member states.

His statement then closed with a call to action for the region to strive for greater regional
representation through better interstate cooperation and committed participation to realise
the ASEAN Vision.

Myanmar

26.

His Excellency Mr. T. Khun Myatt, Speaker of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and Pyithu
Hluttaw of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar delivered a message to the 41st
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General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA). In his message,
the Speaker stated that Myanmar supports the theme of 41st AIPA General Assembly and
emphasised the need of coordination within ASEAN to overcome the challenges posed
by COVID-19.

The Speaker appreciated the ASEAN member states for their concerted efforts and
stressed the importance of the precautionary measures by Myanmar in combating the
COVID-19 Pandemic. He added that although the COVID-19 has caused hindrance to the
people to people connectivity, it has opened windows of opportunities for digital
connectivity. He underscored the importance of solidarity, mutual respect and non-
interference in the internal affairs of the member states.

The Speaker also reiterated Myanmar’s democratic transition process and the need of
time and patience for the flourishing democracy. He also mentioned that Myanmar
Hluttaw is ready to stand with AIPA member parliaments in addressing the regional and
global challenges.

Philippines

28.

29.

In his statement, House Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano emphasised that unity and
neighborly cooperation are the flagship and main objectives of AIPA and ASEAN. More
importantly in these times of crises, Speaker Cayetano said that the executive and
legislative branches of governments act in unison to stop the COVID-19 pandemic,
caring for those afflicted, assisting the hungry and the jobless, and jumpstarting the
economies which ground to a halt due to various community quarantine measures. He
stated that branches of government must continue to complement each other in crafting a
clear and effective comprehensive recovery plan that is resilient, sustainable, and
inclusive. And for the region, Speaker Alan Peter Cayetano stressed that AIPA must
continue to support ASEAN in its recovery framework to bring the region back to its feet
after this COVID-19 setback.

As a response to the pandemic, Speaker Cayetano mentioned that the country passed a
key legislation in March 2020 mandating a whole-of-government approach to counter the
pandemic. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte lauded the Philippine Congress for enacting the
“Bayanihan to Heal as One Act” which enabled the government to implement timely
emergency measures to mitigate the impact of the crisis. Speaker Cayetano also
underscored the fact that the House of Representatives pioneered the use of available
conference technologies to pass on third and final reading the key legislative measures
intended to help the government defeat the virus and counteract all its negative effects on
the people.

Singapore

30.

H.E. Mr. Tan Chuan-Jin, Speaker of the Parliament of the Republic of Singapore opened
his speech with observations on the effects and profound implications of the COVID-19

S8



31.

32.

FINAL 10/9/2020

pandemic, and how it has changed the way we live. Despite the global imposition
of containment measures and travel restrictions to stem the spread of the pandemic,
ASEAN Member States quickly rose to the occasion to support one another. In this vein,
he noted that Vietnam’s ASEAN Chairmanship theme of “Cohesive and Responsive
ASEAN” was especially relevant and underscored how ASEAN needed to work in
concert and respond to the pandemic outbreak in an effective and timely manner.

Mr Tan reminded all AIPA members of their important role as parliamentarians in
representing the needs of their citizens and supporting their respective countries’
responses to the pandemic. He also urged AIPA members to promote understanding and
awareness of ASEAN amongst their constituents and communicate the continued
importance of the ASEAN Community, as regional and international cooperation would
be critical in restoring transnational travel, supply chain connectivity and economic
activity in the wake of the pandemic. He noted that it was more pertinent than ever that
AIPA should be used to foster greater cooperation amongst ASEAN Member States and
build mutual understanding, trust and confidence, so that ASEAN could weather this
storm together.

In this regard, he urged AIPA members not lose sight of the need to cooperate in areas of
common interest such as cybersecurity, the development of smart cities, and regional
economic integration and transboundary challenges such as climate change,
transboundary haze pollution and transboundary crime for the post-COVID-19 normal.
This would ensure that ASEAN remained resilient and relevant in the decades to come.

Thailand

33.

34.

H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai said in tackling the COVID-19 situation, we are focusing on
immediate internal needs - inevitably with external relations being less urgent. This could
adversely affect the unity and centrality of ASEAN, particularly when it is being
confronted with difficulties resulting from geopolitical and strategic uncertainty. He
expressed his strong belief that parliaments could work closely during this difficult time
to achieve common objectives, as follows.

First, parliaments must strengthen their closeness to the people, thereby reaffirming
ASEAN’s vision for a people-centered community and allowing ourselves to fulfill the
mandate to oversee and provide insights for the executive branch. Second, at the regional
level, it is preferable for AIPA to exchange knowledge and experiences among Members
of Parliament. Finally, the ASEAN states are urged to harmonise laws to ensure that the
same or similar rules and regulations are moving in the same direction. In this way
ASEAN unity and centrality can be persevered and strengthened.

Viet Nam

35.

H.E.Mdm. Tong Thi Phong, First Vice President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam
emphasised that against the backdrop of rapid changes, the outbreak and spread of the
COVID-19 pandemic causing untold losses in lives, risks of instability, ASEAN and
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AIPA stood testimony to the spirit of unity, mutual assistance, and companionship in
times of need. The 2020 AIPA presidency was a great honor to the National Assembly of
Viet Nam, as this year also marked the 25" anniversary of Viet Nam's accession to AIPA.
As a responsible member, the National Assembly of Viet Nam actively conducted various
activities in its year of Presidency. She welcomed ASEAN’s initiatives for 2020 to
maintain regional peace, security and stability, enhance regional connectivity and
integration, and improve responsiveness to utilise the opportunities offered by the 4™
Industrial Revolution to promote ASEAN’s community awareness and identity,
strengthen partnership for peace and sustainable development, and improve ASEAN’s
adaptability and operational effectiveness.

She also made some proposals for AIPA to (i) continue reinforcing a peaceful and stable
environment to build a rules-based and people-centered ASEAN Community that upholds
unity in rule-of-law, diversity, and solidarity by strengthening legal cooperation,
enhancing monitoring and extending support to the Governments of all ASEAN
countries; (i) promote the implementation of initiatives towards a resilient and self-
reliant Economic Community; (iii) stand united to overcome current challenges, and
collectively support the AIPA Socio-Cultural Community in response to COVID-19
across all sectors and (iv) enhance to role and stronger participation of AIPA young
parliamentarians; (v) ensure women’s equal participation in Community-building and
promote their access to sustainable employment and income and (vi) support AIPA’s
innovation and development, AIPA-ASEAN partnership, and regional and international
cooperation mechanisms for the benefits of the people and the ASEAN Community.

STATEMENTS OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATIONS OF OBSERVER
PARLIAMENTS

Head of Delegation of Observer Parliaments including Australia, Belarus, Canada,
People’s Republic of China, European Parliament, India, Republic of Korea, New
Zealand, Russian Federation presented their statements live and via pre-recorded video at
the First Plenary Session of the 41% General Assembly. President of the House of
Councillors of Japan sent her Message as she could not attend the General Assembly.

STATEMENT OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATIONS OF GUEST OF THE HOST

Heads of Delegation of Guest of Host including H.E. Mr. Nurlan Nigmatulin. Chairman
of the Mazhilis of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan, H.E. Habib EI Malki,
President of the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco; and H.E. Tone
Wilhelmsen Trgen, President of Norwegian Storting delivered their respective statements.
Mr. Fabrizio Hochschild Drummond sent his video message to the General Assembly.
Deputy Secretary General of ASEAN Kung Phoak represented the Secretary General due
to the latter’s occupation with the ASEAN Ministeral Meeting taking place at the same
time with the 41% AIPA General Assembly. For the first time, at this AIPA General
Assembly, the Inter-Parliamentary Union Secretary General Martin Chungong
participated in and delivered his statement at the First Plenary Session.
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VIIl.  MESSAGES OF THE HEADS OF STATES/GOVERNMENTS

39. The 41°% General Assembly of AIPA received messages from the following Heads of
States/Governments;

His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzaddin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam

His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, the King of
the Kingdom of Cambodia

H.E. Mr. Joko Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia

H.E. Mr. Bounnhang Vorachith, President of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
H.E. Tan Sri Dato’ Haji Muhyiddin bin Haji Mohd Yassin, Prime Minister of
Malaysia

H.E. U Win Myint, President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

H.E. Mr. Rodrigo Roa Duterte, President of the Republic of the Philippines

H.E. Mdm. Halimah Yacob, President of the Republic of Singapore

H.E. General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.), Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand

H.E. Mr. Nguyen Phu Trong, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Viet Nam, President of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam

IX. COMMITTEE MEETINGS

40. The Committees proceeded with their meetings to consider the agenda assigned by the
General Assembly.

Executive Committee

41. While the Executive Committee did not convene physically, the President of the
Executive Committee circulated a letter to the AIPA Executive Members on 28" August,
2020 to prepare the programme, agenda and other relevant matters pertaining to the
General Assembly. After consultation with, and approval of the Executive Committee, on
3" September, 2020, the President of Executive Committee, President of the 415 AIPA
General Assembly wrote a letter to AIPA Executive Members informing that the
Executive Committee adopted the Programme of Activities, Draft Agenda Items for the
41% General Assembly, Composition of Committees, the nomination of AIPA
Distinguished Service Award, admission of new Observers, and the initiative to form the
meeting of AIPA Young Parliamentarians. The Executive Committee also agreed to hold
the 42" General Assembly of AIPA in Brunei Darussalam, in August 2021.

42. HE. Mdm. Nguyén Thi Kim Ngan, President of AIPA, President of the National
Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam was the President of the Executive
Committee and The Speaker of the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam was
appointed as the Vice President of the Executive Committee.

Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA)

43. The Meeting on Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) was chaired by Hon.
Mdm. Nguyen Thuy Anh, Chairperson of Social Affairs Committee of National
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Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam as the Chairperson and Hon. Mrs. Le Thu Ha, Standing
Member of Foreign Affairs Committee of National Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam as
the Rapporteur. The Meeting was very honoured for the presence of H.E. Mme. Tong
Thi Phong, Vice President of the National Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam, H.E. Mme.
Kittisangahakbindit Khuon Sudary, Vice President of the National Assembly of
Cambodia and H.E. Mme. Rose Marie “Baby” J. Arenas, Deputy Speaker of the House
of Representatives of the Philippines, Hon. Mme. Secretary General of AIPA and 38
delegates from ten (10) Member Parliaments.

In her remarks, H.E. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong stressed on the existing inequalities
between women and men in accessing labour market, employment and working
conditions. Likewise, she encouraged AIPA Member Parliaments to help realise global
and regional commitments as well as national legal frameworks in this area with an aim
to ensure more substantive gender equality and to brigde the gender gap in employment.
This is a top priority if we want to achieve gender equality and empowerment of all
women and girls by 2030, particularly in the context of the global COVID - 19
pandemic. To this end, “no one is left behind”.

The Meeting considered and approved one (01) resolution for adoption by the General
Assembly: Resolution on the Role of Women Parliamentarians in Securing Jobs and
Income for Women Workers.

Delegates shared their national contexts, experiences and challenges for a better to seek
common solutions to said issues for a cohesive and responsive ASEAN Community,
particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and encouraged the adoption of
an ASEAN common perspective towards Sustainable Development Goal on Gender
equality. The meeting also urged AIPA Member Parliaments to work closely with the
relevant ASEAN sectoral bodies to strengthen cooperation and coordination in the
promotion of decent work and increased income for women workers. In addition, the
ASEAN Member States were encouraged to develop detailed action plans, as well as
monitor their implementation to ensure sustainable access to decent work and increased
income for women and facilitate support mechanisms for domestic responsibilities.

The Meeting urged ASEAN Member States to adopt appropriate measures to address
the needs of women workers with legal mechanisms during the COVID-19 pandemic,
by providing them with health services as well as protection from all forms of violence
against women. AIPA Member Parliaments were called on to conduct review of
national legislation and oversight framework with regard to decent work and increased
income for women workers and to ensure their gender responsiveness as well as to
devote greater attention to allocating more resources on policies, programs to address
emerging issues to promote jobs and increased income in a changing world of work.

The meeting recognised the participation of WAIPA in the annual Joint Statement at the
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) to reaffirm the role of parliaments and
parliamentarians in promoting a gender-sensitive and gender responsive ASEAN region.
The delegates highlighted the role of men in promoting women’s rights, gender
equality, called on ASEAN Women Parliamentarians in partnership with male
parliamentarians to advocate women’s rights in all sectors through legislative roles by
and to ensure equal access to decent work and greater income opportunities for women.
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Unofficial Meeting of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA

49,

50.

51.

52.

53.

The Meeting was chaired by Hon. Mr. Le Quoc Phong, Chairman of the Young
Parliamentarians Group of the National Assembly of Viet Nam. Hon. Mrs. Dinh Thi
Phuong Lan of the National Assembly of Viet Nam was the Rapporteur. The Meeting
was honored to receive H.E. Madam Tong Thi Phong, First-Vice President of the
National Assembly of Viet Nam to deliver welcoming remarks. Mrs. Nguyen Tuong Van,
General Secretary of AIPA and Mr. Kung Phoak, Deputy Secretary-General (DSG) of
ASEAN for ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) were invited to attend as
Guests of the Meeting.

The First Vice President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam believed that with the
dynamic and creative approach of the youth in general and young parliamentarians in
particular, in a new stage of development in ASEAN, the young parliamentarians should
make more significant contributions to peace, stability and sustainable development.

The Meeting considered and approved one draft resolution which would be forwarded to
the Committee of Organizational Matters to be adopted:

Resolution on the Engagement of Young Parliamentarians of AIPA in the ASEAN
Community Building

The Meeting highlighted the important role of the youth and their contributions in
national development and the achievement of sustainable development through bold
thinking and innovation. The delegates emphasised the urgent need to strengthen the
voice of youths and young parliamentarians, their engagement in the socio-economic
development of each ASEAN Member Country, the work of AIPA Member Parliaments
and the AIPA Agenda. The Meeting also expressed the significance to strengthen the
cooperation between AIPA young parliamentarians and the ASEAN Youth Forum to
realise the ASEAN Work Plan on Youth 2016 - 2020 and other related plans of action in
the coming years.

More importantly, the delegates expressed their strong support for and commended the
National Assembly of Viet Nam on the initiative to establish the Meeting of Young
Parliamentarians of AIPA. To this end, the Meeting agreed to collectively form an ad-hoc
committee, comprised of AIPA Member Parliament Secretariats in conjunction with the
AIPA Secretariat to draft the Rules of Procedures of the Meeting of Young
Parliamentarians of AIPA for the consideration and adoption at the next General
Assembly.

Committee on Political Matters

54.

The Committee on Political Matters was chaired by Hon. Mr. Bui Thanh Son, Member of
the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National Assembly and Hon. Mr. Le Anh Tuan as
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the Rapporteur. H.E. General Do Ba Ty, Vice President of the National Assembly
attended and delivered his welcome remarks.

In his welcoming remarks, H.E. General Do Ba Ty highlighted the development of AIPA
over the past 43 years and AIPA’s staunch support for ASEAN’s regional integration and
Community building process, in joint efforts for peace, stability, prosperity and
sustainable development in the region. The Vice President expressed his confidence for
the fruitful outcome of the Meeting, thus, contribute to the upholding AIPA’s unity and
solidarity, toward the overall success of the 41 General Assembly of AIPA.

During the Committee’s meeting, AIPA Member Parliaments expressed their high
appreciation and gratitude to the National Assembly of Viet Nam as the Host and Chair
of the 415 AIPA General Assembly for excellent arrangements made in organizing the
AIPA meetings in virtual format. The ability by AIPA Member Parliaments to convene
the Meeting of the Committee of Political Matters has vividly demonstrated the
commendable efforts by AIPA Member Parliaments and the Chair, National Assembly of
Viet Nam to enhance the unity and solidarity of AIPA during this time of difficulties.
AIPA Member Parliaments again congratulated the National Assembly of Viet Nam for
its assumption of the AIPA Presidency in 2020.

The Committee approved six (6) Reports for adoption by the General Assembly as
follows:

a) Report of the 9" AIPA Caucus

b) Report of the 10" AIPA Caucus

c) Report of the 11" AIPA Caucus

d) Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 30" ASEAN Summit
e) Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 34" ASEAN Summit

f) Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 36" ASEAN Summit

The Committee held extensive exchanges and candid discussions on the Topic of
“Parliamentary Diplomacy for Sustainable Peace, Security in ASEAN”. The Committee
supported closer coordination and collaboration between the legislative and the executive
branches in preserving regional peace, security and stability, reinforcing an open,
inclusive, transparent, rules-based regional architecture with ASEAN at its core. The
Committee also affirmed the importance of maintaining peace, security, stability, safety
and freedom of navigation in and over-flight above the South China Sea, as well as
upholding international law, including the 1982 UNCLOS, working actively towards the
full and effective implementation of the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea (DOC) in its entirety and the early conclusion of an effective and
substantive Code of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC), consistent with international
law including the 1982 UNCLOS.
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59. The Committee discussed at lengths on the draft Resolution on ‘“Parliamentary

60.

61.

62.

63.

Diplomacy for Sustainable Peace, Security and Prosperity in ASEAN Community” which
was consolidated based on the proposed draft resolutions from Indonesia, Malaysia,
Thailand and Viet Nam. The draft consolidated resolution was circulated to AIPA
Member Parliaments for opinions, inputs and comments on 18" August and 6%
September, 2020 respectively, before the convening of the Meeting of the Committee on
Political Matters. Due to the fact that the Committee did not reach consensus on two
pending paragraphs, the Draft Consolidated Resolution on “Parliamentary Diplomacy for
sustainable peace, security and prosperity in ASEAN Community” was not adopted.

Committee on Economic Matters

The Committee on Economic Matters meeting was chaired by Hon. Mr. Vu Hong Thanh,
Chairman of the Economic Committee, National Assembly of Viet Nam. Hon. Mr. Duong
Quoc Anh was appointed the Rapporteur of the Meeting. H.E. Mr. Phung Quoc Hien, Vice
President of the National Assembly delivered his welcome remarks. The Committee
considered and approved one (01) consolidated resolution for adoption by the General
Assembly: Resolution on the role of Parliaments in promoting ASEAN Cohesiveness
and Economic Recovery post COVID-19.

The Committee affirmed the importance of economic connectivity in promoting ASEAN
Member States’ economic growth and comprehensive recovery and also emphasised the
crucial role of Parliaments in mitigating the adverse impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
the Committee resolved to facilitate the development of digital infrastructure, digital
connectivity, digital security and privacy, and digital skills and knowledge among ASEAN
Member States to promote digital economy; to leverage opportunities brought about by
the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) in order to overcome adverse impacts of economic
lockdown and social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Committee recommended AIPA Parliaments to continue reviewing and completing
legal frameworks that enable trade facilitation, the regional flow of goods and undisrupted
supply chains, create open, sustainable and responsible investment policies, ensure food
security and agricultural value chains, work on new and indispensable legislative
frameworks to institutionalise national preparedness and response mechanisms against
COVID-19 and future pandemics, promote circular economy practices and promote the
use of renewable energy for sustainable development.

The Committee welcomed and encouraged efforts by sub-regional cooperation
frameworks, including in the Mekong area, to promote equitable and sustainable
development across the ASEAN Community by aligning sub-regional growth with the
comprehensive development of ASEAN and also encouraged closer coordination between
ASEAN sectoral bodies and sub-regional cooperation frameworks in achieving the shared
goal of narrowing the development gap among and within ASEAN Member States.

Committee on Social Matters

64. The Committee on Social Matters was presided over by Mr. Phan Thanh Binh, Chairman

of the Culture, Education, Youth, Adolescence and Children Committee of the National
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Assembly of Viet Nam as the Chairperson, and Mrs Le Thu Ha, Member of the Viet Nam
National Assembly as the Rapporteur. H.E.Mdm.Tong Thi Phong, First Vice-President of
the National Assembly attended the Meeting and delivered her welcome remarks. She
emphasised the importance of parliamentary cooperation in supporting and promoting the
building of an ASEAN Community with a shared identity, especially in coping with
serious and urgent issues such as epidemic, drugs, environmental pollution, ecological
imbalance, waste, and plastic waste.

AIPA Parliaments expressed their deep concern about the impact of COVID 19 on every
aspect of the societies and share experiences of their respective countries in dealing with
COVID-19. Delegates also stressed the importance of parliamentary cooperation in
responding to the epidemic in the immediate time as well as for the common
development of region in the long-term with emphasis on culture, education, environment
protection and biodiversity.

The Committee discussed and adopted three (03) resolutions for adoption by the General
Assembly:

a) Resolution on the Adoption of the Report of the 3rd Meeting of the AIPA
Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) and the Resolution on Turning
Words into Actions towards a Drug-Free ASEAN Community.

b) Resolution on the Adoption of the Report of the Conference on Educational
and Cultural Cooperation (ECC) and the Resolution on Parliamentary
Partnership on Educational and Cultural Cooperation for Sustainable
Development.

c) Resolution on Enhancing the 4IPA’s Role to Support the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural Community in responding to COVID-19

Committee on Organisational Matters

The Committee on Organizational Matters was presided over by Hon. Mr. Vu Hai Ha,
Vice Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee, National Assembly of Viet Nam as the
Chairperson, and Hon. Mrs. Mai Thi Phuong Hoa, Member of the Judicial Affairs
Committee was the Rapporteur. H.E. Mr. Uong Chu Luu, Vice - President of the National
Assembly of Viet Nam attended and delivered welcome remarks at the Meeting. The
Vice-President stressed that AIPA has been increasingly showing its important role in
assisting ASEAN to fully and effectively implement decisions by the promoting the
harmonisation of laws among countries, contributing by building a united, strong, and
prosperous ASEAN Community. For AIPA to fulfill its missions, the Vice-President
stressed that the Committee on Organisational Matters facilitate the work of AIPA and
AIPA Secretariat in the future development.

The Committee discussed and approved fifteen (15) following resolutions for the
adoption by the General Assembly:
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a) Resolution on the Financial Report 2019-2020.
b) Resolution on the Budget Estimation 2020-2021.
C) Resolution on Secretariat’s Annual Report 2019-2020.

d) Resolution on Accrediting the House of Representatives of the Kingdom of
Morocco as an Observer of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA).

e) Resolution on Accrediting the Parliament of Norway as an Observer of ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA).

f) Resolution on the engagement of young parliamentarians of AIPA in the ASEAN
Community building.

g) Resolution on the Status on the Relocation of AIPA Secretariat Premises.

h) Resolution on the Extension of Cooperation between FREELAND Foundation
and AIPA Secretariat.

i) Resolution on Extension of Memorandum of Understanding to Develop AIPA’s
Capacity on Matters Concerning ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN
Economic Integration in Various Areas between ERIA and AIPA.

j) Resolution on Establishing Joint Programs between AIPA and the International
Conservation Caucus Foundation (ICCF) on Blue Economy, Economic
Development and Conservation.

k) Resolution on AIPA Distinguished Service Award to Her Excellency Pany
Yathotou.

I) Resolution on AIPA Distinguished Service Award to Her Excellency Mdm. Tong
Thi Phong.

m) Resolution on Appreciating the hospitality and support of the House of
Representatives of Indonesia to the AIPA Secretariat.

n) Resolution on Appreciating the Service of Her Excellency Mdm. Nguyen Thi Kim
Ngan as President of AIPA.

0) Resolution on Date and Venue of the 42" General Assembly.

The Committee decided to defer the following draft resolutions to the next AIPA General
Assembly for further consideration:

a) The Resolution on the Guidelines and Procedures of the AIPA-ASEAN Dialogue;
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b) Resolution on the Transformation of AIPA Secretariat; and
c) Resolution on the Rules and Procedures for Hosting of the AIPA General Assembly.

The Committee appreciated the AIPA Secretariat for its thorough preparation.
X.  42NP GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF AIPA
69. The General Assembly accepted the kind offer of Brunei Darussalam to host the 42"

General Assembly of AIPA in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam in August 2021.

XI.  APPRECIATION TO HOST COUNTRY

70. The Delegations attending the General Assembly expressed their sincere appreciation to
the Government and the Parliament of Viet Nam for their excellent arrangements made
for the 41% General Assembly of AIPA.

71. The 41% General Assembly of AIPA was held in the traditional ASEAN spirit of

friendship, brotherhood and cooperation, to cohesive and responsive of ASEAN
Community.
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Done in Viet Nam on the Tenth Day of September, in the Year Two Thousand and Twenty:

For Legislative Counil
(BRUNEI DARUSSALAM)

For the Natsomal Assembly of the Kingdom of
Cambodia
(CAMBODIA)

For the Dewas Perwakilan Rakyat
(INDONESIA)

For the Natiomal Assembly of Lao PDR
(LAO'S PEOPLE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC)

For the Parliament of Malaysia
(MALAYSIA)

Foe the Pyidaungsu Hiutzaw
(MYANMAR)

For the Congress of the Philippanes
(PHILIPPINES)

For the Parlizment of Singapore
(SINGAPORE)

For the Natsomal Assembly of Thailand
(THAILAND)

For the Natomal Assembly of Viet Nam
(VIET NAM)
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