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The Centre for COVID-19 Situation Administration (CCSA) reported the situation of
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak from May to July without a domestic case. The
new patients returned from abroad and were in state quarantine. Even though there has not
been a single case of locally acquired infection for over two months, it does not mean that
the country is safe from the disease. Therefore, in order to control the pandemic situation,
the Government announced to extend the enforcement of the duration of the Declaration of

an Emergency Situations in all areas of the Kingdom of Thailand until 31" August 2020.

The Government has measures relaxing the fifth phase and the sixth phase of
lockdown in the beginning of July 2020 for all high-risk businesses and educational institutions.
Schools, academic institutions and department stores are allowed to resume operations while
each group must remain to comply with the public health safety measures. The Government
also launched the campaign of mobile application “ThaiChana” (Thai Victory) for COVID-19
contact tracing. Furthermore, the government has relaxed measures allowing cross-border

cargo transport in nine provinces, including six groups of foreigners who will enter the kingdom.

At the same time, the Legislative branch as a representative of the people
continues its mission in the midst of COVID-19 pandemic. Social distancing seating arrangement
has been respected in the opening of the ordinary session and all parliamentary meetings. In
addition, the mobile application of “Jingjai” (Sincere) was launched in order to screen the
parliament personnel and the public before entering the parliament building. Furthermore,
the parliament has acted to mitigate the impacts, in particular enacting relevant laws to
remedy people and resolve problems arising from the pandemic. The parliament has
considered three emergency decrees proposed by the government to solve problems and to
remedy for people affected by the situation of the Coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak. The
parliament also appointed an Ad-hoc Committee to consider and monitor the spending of
money in accordance with three emergency decrees to solve problems, to remedy and
restore the economy and society as affected by the Coronavirus disease pandemic, and
oversee the government's work in issuing relief measures and policies to miticate the
impacts. In the meantime, Standing Committees has continuously been holding meetings for
considering the relevant implementation of the outbreak including the financial performance
of the national agencies and budget spending in accordance with the Emergency Decree,

guidelines for defining preventive measures, and economic and social rehabilitation programs.

To deal with COVID-19 crisis at the International level, the Government and the
Parliament joined the international conferences via virtual meetings, namely the 36" ASEAN
Summit and Related Meetings, the Recovery Better Together Action Online Forum, the
discussion between ASEAN leaders and representatives from the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) during the 36" ASEAN Summit, the First Virtual Meeting of the Asian



Parliamentary Assembly on Covid-19 outbreak, and webinar for Parliamentarians on COVID-19
and Gender Equality organized by Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in collaboration with

Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN).

On the occasion of virtual meeting among the AIPA Member Countries, every country
had corresponding measures towards COVID-19 infection and control in order to control
internal expansion and also prevent external expansion. Meanwhile, all AIPA Member Countries

operated monetary policies to restore their economic recovery.

The parliament also welcomes diplomatic and international organization representatives
in Thailand on various occasions. The ongoing COVID-19 outbreak was concerned and discussed

during the meetings.

Compiled by

Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
The Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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Thailand Factsheet on Measures and Operations

to Coronavirus Disease 2019 Outbreak

May - July 2020

Government Measures and Operations

1. Extending the duration of the enforcement of the declaration of an Emergency

Situation under the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency Situations in all
areas of the Kingdom of Thailand until 31" August 2020.

2. Relaxation of Measures as follows:

2.1 Fifth Phase and Sixth Phase of relaxing lockdown in the beginning of July
for all high-risk businesses and educational institutions. Schools, academic institutions and
department stores are allowed to resume operations while each group must remain to
comply with the public health safety measures.

2.2 Reopening the border checkpoints to allow cross-border transport in nine
provinces such as Nong Khai, Loei, Tak, Mae Hong Son, Chiang Rai, Chanthaburi, Songkhla,
Prachuap Khiri Khan and Kanchanaburi.

2.3 Relaxation of rules for six groups of foreigners who will be allowed to enter
the kingdom. They are spouses and children of those who have work permits; foreigners
who have homes in the Kingdom; foreigners married to Thais and their Thai national
legitimate children; foreigners who seek medical procedures and their caretakers; foreign
students and their parents and foreigners allowed to enter the Kingdom under special

arrangements.

3. Attending the High-Level Virtual Meetings as follows:

3.1 On 28" May 2020, His Excellency General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.), Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, joined the virtual High-level Event on Financing for
Development in the Era of COVID-19 and Beyond. The Prime Minister called for working
together of all nations to address the impact of COVID-1 9 on people’s well-being and
economics around the world. He stressed for the important areas such as universal health
coverage (UHQ), a trade and investment friendly environment and sustainable recovery. He
also highlishted an engagement of people and experts from various sectors in ensuring

effective COVID-19 response and recovery.



Prime Minister of the Kinedom of Thailand delivered remarks at the High-level Event on
Financing for Development in the Era of COVID-19 and Beyond.

Source : www.mfa.go.th

3.2 On 18™ June 2020, H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Kingdom of Thailand attended the High-level Video Conference on Belt and Road
International Cooperation: Combating COVID-19 with Solidarity. The Minister informed the
meeting of Thailand's cautious measures that have enabled Thailand to effectively control
the spread of COVID-19 and emphasized the importance of human security, the exchange of
experiences in combating COVID-19, and international cooperation on the development of

vaccines while ensuring equal access for all.

Prime Minister attended the 36™ ASEAN Summit and Related Meetings.

Source : www.mfa.go.th
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2.3 On 26™ June 2020, His Excellency General Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.), Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, joined the 36™ ASEAN Summit and Related Meetings
under the theme of “Cohesive and Responsive”. The Summit announced the official
establishment of COVID-19 ASEAN Response Fund in which Thailand will make a voluntary
contribution of 100,000 USD to the fund. At the end of the Summit, the leaders adopted the
ASEAN Leaders’ Vision Statement on Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN: Rising above
Challenges and Sustaining Growth as well as the ASEAN Declaration on Human Resources
Development.

3.4 On 26™ June 2020, H.E. Mr. Don Pramudwinai, Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Kingdom of Thailand delivered remarks at the Recovery Better Together Action Online
Forum. He announced Thailand’s contribution in the amount of 100,000 USD to the UN
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust Fund (UN COVID-19 MPTF) which affirms

the support to the United Nations” work and its solidarity with international community to

respond the situation of COVID-19.
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Parliamentary Measures and Operations

Although the government approved the measures relaxing Coronavirus lockdown,

many parts of society remain cautious over the situation. The parliament continues to prevent
the spread of virus through the following actions:

1. Seating arrangement maintaining social distancing at the opening of the first
ordinary session on 22M May 2020.

2. Other parliamentary meetings of the House of Representatives and the Senate
have been held physically with social distancing measures.

3. Domestic activities are also allowed. These include study trips, academic seminars,
and meetings.

4. Considering parliamentary staff back to the workplace with preventive action.
The flexible working measures have been implemented from 2™ June to 30" September 2020.

5. Establishing a Parliamentary Project "Sincere: safe without COVID-19” aiming to
screen the parliament personnel and the public through scanning a QR code before entering
the parliament building.

6. Supporting the executive response by consideration of three emergency
decrees proposed by the government to solve problems and to remedy for people affected
by the situation of the Coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak; 1) Emergency Decree on
Authorising the Ministry of Finance to Raise Loans to Solve Problems, to Remedy and
Restore the Economy and Society as Affected by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E.
2563 (2020), 2) Emergency Decree on the Maintenance of Stability of the Financial System
and Economic Security of the Country, B.E. 2563 (2020), 3) Emergency Decree on the Provision
of Financial Assistance for Entrepreneurs Affected by COVID-19 Pandemic, B.E. 2563 (2020).

THE
STANDARD

The Prime Minister and the President of the National Assembly of Thailand
Scanned “Sincere” QR codes

Source: www.facebook.com/interparTH/
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7. Appointing an ad-hoc committee to consider and monitor the spending of
money in accordance with three emergency decrees to solve problems, to remedy and
restore the economy and society as affected by the Coronavirus disease pandemic. The role
of this ad-hoc committee is also to oversee the government's work in issuing relief measures
and policies to mitigate the impacts such as monetary policy, measures to support stability
in the financial market, measures to support household and business, soft loans for
individuals, soft loans for businesses, fiscal measures, and trade facilitation.

8. Standing Committee Meetings for considering the relevant implementation of
the outbreak.

8.1 Standing committees had meetings on the financial performance of the
national agencies and budget spending in accordance with the Emergency Decree
Authorising the Ministry of Finance to Raise Loans to Solve Problems, to Remedy and
Restore the Economy and Society as Affected by the Coronavirus Disease Pandemic, B.E.
2563 (2020), namely, the Committee on Monetary Affairs, Finance, Banking and Financial
Institutions, the House of Representatives, and the Committee on Local Administration, the
House of Representatives.

8.2 Standing committees had meetings on Thailand and the world economic
system overview and remedial measures for affected people and guidelines for formulating
Thai economic and social rehabilitation measures and programs, namely, the Committee on
Monetary Affairs, Finance, Banking and Financial Institutions, the House of Representatives, the
Committee on Economic Development, the House of Representatives, the Committee on Local
Administration, the House of Representatives, the Committee on Commerce and Industry,
the Senate, and the Committee on Economics, Monetary and Finance, the Senate.

8.3 Standing committees had meetings on domestic and worldwide situation of
the Coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak, and prepare for epidemic prevention measures and
guidelines in Thailand, namely, the Committee on Public Health, the House of Representatives,
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the House of Representatives, the Committee on
National Security, the House of Representatives, the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
House of Representatives, the Committee on Armed Forces, the House of Representatives,
the Committee on Prevention and Mitigation of the Effects of Natural and Public Disaster,
the House of Representatives, the Committee on Public Health, the Senate, and the
Committee on Armed Forces and State Security, the Senate.

9. Receptions for diplomatic and international organization representatives on
various occasions. The situation of the COVID-19 pandemic was also discussed and concerned
during the meeting.

9.1 On7" May 2020, H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai, President of the National Assembly
of Thailand welcomed H.E. Ms. Suchitra Durai, Ambassador of the Republic of India to Thailand

on the occasion of her assumption of duty.
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9.2 On 11" June 2020, Mr. Yang Xin, Charge D'affaires, acting as Ambassador of
the People's Republic of China to Thailand paid a courtesy call on Hon. Mr. Suchart Tonjaroen,
First Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives.

93 On 16" June 2020, H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai, President of the National
Assembly of Thailand welcomed Mrs. Gita Sabharwal, UN Coordinator in Thailand, and
Dr. Daniel A. Kertesz, representative of the World Health Organization in Thailand, on the
occasion of Mrs. Sabharwal’s assumption of duty.

9.4 On 18" June 2020, Hon. Mr. Sarawut Petchphanomporn, Chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and accompanying delegates welcomed H.E. Mr. Kim Je Bong,
Ambassador of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to Thailand on the occasion of
strengthening good relations between the two countries.

9.5 On 18" June 2020, Hon. Mr. Wirachai Wirametheekul, Member of the
House of Representatives welcomed H.E. Szilveszter Bus, Ambassador of Hungary to Thailand on
the occasion of strengthening good relations between the two countries.

9.6 On 25™ June 2020, H.E. U Myo Myint Than, Ambassador of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar to Thailand, and accompanying delegates paid a courtesy call on
Hon. Mr. Suchart Tonjaroen, First Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives and
received 60,000 sanitary masks to distribute to Myanmar people in Thailand.

10. Attending International conferences / seminars via virtual meetings.

10.1 On 9" June 2020, Hon. Mrs. Pikulkeaw Krairiksh, Senator and Chairwoman of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol, Senator attended an
online seminar on Webinars for Parliamentarians on COVID-19 response. Inter-Parliamentary
Union and relevant networks hosted this seminar to discuss ways in accordance with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change for the
global economic recovery after COVID-19.

10.2 Hon. Mr. Nitipon Piwmow, Member of the House of Representatives
attended the preparatory meeting before AIPA - ICCF Joint Virtual Briefing on the Origins of
Covid-19, Preventing Future Pandemics, and the Wildlife Trade to be held on 19" June 2020.

Hon. Mrs. Apiradi Tantraporn, Senator and delegations attended the virtual meeting
on the First Virtual Meeting of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly on Covid-19 Outbreak
Source: www.parliament.go.th


http://www.parliament.go.th/
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10.3 On 26M June 2020, H.E. Mr. Chuan Leekpai, President of the National
Assembly of Thailand attended the discussion between ASEAN Leaders and representatives
from the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) during the 36™ ASEAN Summit.
The President emphasized that AIPA, as legislator in ASEAN, has a vital role to play at this
crucial time of the Coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak.

10.4 On 7™ July 2020, Hon. Mrs. Pikulkeaw Krairiksh, Senator and Chairwoman
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Hon. Ms. Suwannee Siriwetchapan, Senator, Hon. Mr. Anusart
Suwanmongkol, Senator, Hon. Mr. lIssara Sereewatthanawut, Member of the House of
Representatives, and Hon. Gen. Lertrat. Ratanavanich, Senator attended the second seminar
of Webinar for Parliamentarians on COVID-19 and Gender Equality organised by the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in collaboration with Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN). The first seminar was held on 9" June 2020.

10.5 On 9™ July 2020, Hon. Mrs. Apiradi Tantrapom, Leader of the Thai Delegation
to the APA, Hon. Mr. Issara Sereewatthanawut , Delegate to the APA, and Hon. Mr. Don
Hetrakyul, Delegate to the APA attended the First Virtual Meeting of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly on Covid-19 outbreak, in order to exchange ideas and find parliamentary ways to
deal with the Coronavirus disease 2019 outbreak. The participation in integration of countries

in Asia should also be encouraged to enhance regional capacity.
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President of the National Assembly of Thailand attended the virtual meeting with

representatives of AIPA member countries during the 36" ASEAN Summit

Source: www.mfa.go.th and www.facebook.com/interparTH/

11. Comparative health measures and economic measures in the period of COVID-19

pandemic between Thailand and AIPA Member Countries:
Thailand declared the Emergency Decree on Public Administration in Emergency
Situations in all areas of the Kingdom of Thailand and established a Centre for COVID-19
Situation Administration (CCSA) to deal with the current situation of COVID-19. While Indonesia

issued Presidential Decree concerning the establishment of a governmental task force to
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handle the COVID-19 and the Philippines passed the Republic Act “Bayanihan to Heal as
One” as a whole-of-government approach in addressing the COVID-19. Most of AIPA Member
Countries and Thailand as well proceeded measures on case detection and state quarantine
for people who entering their territory and also stated country lockdown to prevent the
spread of COVID-19.

In terms of economic measurement, Thailand and AIPA Member Countries
had some economic measures to mitigate impacts from COVID-19 and strengthened their
economic recovery. Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and Viet Nam allocated monetary
assistance to MSMEs business and also provided support for the digitalization and e-commerce.
Moreover, Singapore, the Philippines, Myanmar, Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Viet Nam operated
interest deferment measure and support for trade and investment to restore their economy.

In summary, every AIPA Member Countries had corresponding measures towards
COVID-19 infection and control in order to control internal expansion and also prevent
external epidemic. Meanwhile, all AIPA Member Countries operated monetary policies to

restore their economic recovery.

Compiled by
Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians' Union Division
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