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o. MsUausyyuaiuyl (Opening of the Assembly)
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@) “mwmnawaq%’gaﬂ’lﬁﬂaﬂ ileBusuavsuesszrmuymiaalimd” (Commitment
by the parliaments of the world to recognize the rights of the Palestinian people) taualag @151504% 3-
19NAO3

b) “unumvesandniganilunisiediunisnensinguarmsaseiusingsening-
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d\iLa%mmmﬁ’mﬁaLLasm‘isJam'%"lJmmﬁﬂLﬁuégﬂuﬁuwm‘saﬁ‘iiﬂaﬂ LLazﬂ'ﬁzsm%usLugmzLﬁuﬁugm
iﬂquﬁ'uamwLLazﬂ’J’mﬁumiwd’Nﬂizwm” (the role of parliaments in fighting terrorism and building
an intermational partnership through the United Nations and other intemational organizations to
eradicate extremism and promote cooperation and tolerance among the world’s civilizations and
peoples as a basis for international peace and security) L@uslay aw%gam%’maﬁl,imé
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Inter - Parliamentary Union in addressing the terrorism and extremism of the Islamic State in Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) Al Nusrah Front (ANF) and other terrorist groups) tauglag @1s15ad3gemsuaise
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national action plans to combat all forms of exploitation linked to human trafficking, in
particular the trafficking of women and children) tauslag s19918019n5 05001
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qﬂmszh” (the role of the IPU in encouraging and supporting an initiative aimed at ensuring international
protection for the Palestinian people under occupation until a two-state solution is achieved, in the
light of the latest Israeli military aggression on Gaza) la@uslng Unaalail
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sewinaUssmefiaiansalld” (Commitment by the world’s parliamentarians to promote a multilateral
legal framework for the rescheduling of countries’ sovereign debt with a view to achieving a
more stable and predictable international financial system) ta@uslag mmam%’gm%muﬁm
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in supporting implementation of UN Security Council resolution 2178 and international support to
address the humanitarian disaster caused by the terorist attacks in Iraqjand Syria) iEuelae @157150u5 3 830
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Parliamentary Union in promoting the UN Charter to resolve conflicts in a just manner and
counter the growing threat of terrorism) ta@ualng @1515u358aa118MI Y
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supporting an immediate and robust international response to the Ebola epidemic and in
enacting laws ensuring an effective response to and preparedness for Ebola and other
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ANU TR LAZDIANITIZAUUIUIYIADU 97 (the role of parliamentarians in countering terrorism,
terrorist groups such as the so - called Daesh and massive violence against civilians and in building an

international partnership through the United Nations and other international organizations)
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(Standing Committee on Peace and International Security)

TunsUszgunsausn Assyuldnanimsidend 1l eece Fos “unumues
Ssanlunsa¥rsliiAnnasnmseninsannusiuawemi anusiunmwesmywd fula nmduyana
wazmstesiunsgnamuanutulszsulaeg” (the role of parliaments in striking a balance between
national security, human security and individual freedoms, and in averting the threat to democracy)
Fadudeudlasunssuseduiivssquatamanninigan adefl cen o uasIAUNIT A1571903Y-
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AuEBId U madeduR nnuasAusiuAssyRulan” (Cyber warfare — A serious threat to peace
and global security) Fsamdutitvestouffiaziinistusedumsussruadvnadsil eme n n3e
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A. AENITUITNTANTYaNNINTTANIIAIEN1TNAUINSIBY N15AST waZNIIAN

(Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade)

IUﬂﬂiﬂigﬁuﬂ%gﬂLLiﬂﬁUizﬁuﬂ"\]ﬁilﬂi"1\‘1L@ﬂﬁ’lii’lﬁlﬂﬂuﬂﬂiﬂigﬁm%ﬁﬁﬂﬂ (draft outcome
document of the Parliamentary Meeting) ﬁﬁ]xﬁmi‘U53“&;311UW%amﬁ'umﬁ‘dizﬁmwﬂimmﬂadﬁ’;a—
maasuasanmglomealudiousune Tnefflauenenulidsaenansifiussyuiovetoaueuus
Ineetarmmsanamsganaranenukaritaauswugluisenastainanluiunazasiviaue
Tuituszyy u n3sdun ansnsasgulg sioly

mMaUsegumsInt ladlafusesmiungudunuenty Wewinmsussyuanam
yadulunEenisamuluussen Seanswaundgu waznelin1sdanisdnansuiunisussyy
n1sasnulan (World Investment Forum) dalagn1suseguanysedvIninnign1sauasn1simuwn

(the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development)
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Mszyalawanudsuyuuaduintaveinsussy fie 389 “NMsdavinssuuAIUALL
Umsdan1suuuluag : nsdaEsuNMIRtumMInAssan1lusein” (Shaping a new system of water
governance : Promoting parliamentary action on water) @saufiazsuseslumsussyuaivmassioll

TunsUseuveennenITienIs Nsvyalasuseansianisuseusganiniugly
frunsUseguszaulanitnIen1sanANUEeINAeRUR AT e (Third world conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction) luthauiiunay beew
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3. pugnIsuEMIadyanamigan1ineUssysUlesuasansuywevu (Standing

Committee on Democracy and Human Rights)

Tunsuseuafusn Aussgaildilamadiauenngiauessnuluiade “ngne
sevinsUsema TuudyuiliAsadeaiudiunaedulnevestsema msldunsnussianisnigluresss
wardvdUYweTU” (Intemnational law as it relates to national sovereignty, non - intervention in
the internal affairs of States and human rights) LLaz‘ﬁ'ﬂizﬁmiﬁ iuoui lulag @aunn3ganT e Useine
Ao uAuIA @159 sFUTEITURY ans1suigAILY eI asnsnssBuie arsTuss-
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AYNITUBMIENIIUBNR (drafting committee) UsynaulumigusysuainUses umnnynssundms way
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UT8NTUKDATNIY F1YDIUITNTUINLIY KAUIAT @151505FUTE1WUTY @157155TINAATIS
asnsasgHTama venandnsdaludeosuau asisaiguniide asnsasquy aunusizaia
swerninglneg wazanssussluaniuiaaiugear wiifivssguanensssnsensieioudls
fnsantelausuilvnnivssyuanznsaninsuagldiiauetefniiu « dentifielriusyaym
puznsss MR sty Tudall sl Avssyalbiaansod i unisfinsaeasd ealuud asdond
IrunandaauelfinisfinnsanFestinandnailunisussquatoranninidgant afefl eme
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lupugnssuisnisardyanninsganiitsieUssvrsulnenasdnsuyvevu
Fafldwmm el 1saslaend udnd wvesand niganianngun i niag 5@ ed o sl ld Sunisiauede
dan wenanilanznssinsididureuiudeaue fiiaueaninenuduuszedulneuasans-
sngwens (bureau) BosiriondwislUlumsdaininddofenniudes “UsBulndlugafdneauazmsnnen
Anududiiiuardasnmeestaanyu” (Democracy in the digital era and the threat to privacy and
individual freedoms) wazvirdiafimsasussglussdounssmsussguaionannmigan Sl emb wae
oaa Ao “Msfnmamamsadunisliudeufvesannmigan U beee sunsdidwimgunmdudns
%’juﬁugm : wmmaa%’ganﬂumiﬂénﬁammﬁmwﬁﬁ@ﬁamiﬂﬂﬂaﬁqmmwmmaﬁLLazLﬁﬂ” (follow -
up on implementation of the 2012 IPU resolution on access to health as a basic right : The role of
parliaments in addressing key challenges to securing the health of women and children) mseAuneSes
o U voseydynyrindeAviin : Fineadinddunie? (nteractive debate on The Convention on the
Rights of the Child 25 years on : Are Children’s lives better?) “ﬂ’liaﬁﬂiﬁaﬁlmmiﬁ’mywsﬂ LazNITONYN”

(Interactive debate on human trafficking and migration)

3. AMENIINISNIANdyannInsgan I veRanTsanlseyyF (Standing Committee
on United Nations Affairs)

Tunsdseuadausn AussgaldoRumehnfuiiformngdassuisanyss e
(UN Independent Expert) Anumsatiuayulszysulpeuassud guUsEIUSEMATITI T B (equitable
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Update on the Situation in Thailand (October 2014)

1. On May 22nd of this year, after seven months of the political crisis and violence,
claiming twenty five lives, including those of women and children and injuring
nearly eight hundred persons, the Thai Armed Forces took over the state power to
put an end to the bloodshed and to prevent Thailand from becoming a failed state.

2. The political crisis erupted late last year after the ruling political party rammed a
draft bill through the Parliament that would provide amnesty to persons who had
been involved in the political conflict but also to the former Prime Minister who
had been given a prison sentence by the Thai Court on corruption charges. This
blatant challenge to the power of the independent judiciary ignited spontaneous
protests by hundreds of thousands of people in the streets of the capital.

3. As the political crisis continued to grow and the Thai society became more and
more polarized, the then government was increasingly paralyzed. All constitutional
means towards a political settlement were tried but failed to break the deadlock.
The then government tried to hold the general elections on February 2nd 2014 but
failed because voting could not take place in several provinces due to boycotts.
The Thai Civil Society and the Thai Armed Forces tried to mediate the conflicts
but all attempts to do so failed due to the intransigence of the parties to the political
conflict.

4. In the meantime, peaceful protestors were attacked time and time again with
machine guns and grenades, resulting in nearly a thousand casualties. Militias were
formed in the Northern and the Northeastern regions, the political bases of the then
ruling party, with an intimidating message that these regions would secede from
Thailand if the then government were to be removed from power.

5. In the face of the escalating violence against the peaceful demonstrators. The
political deadlock paralyzing the country and the threat of a civil war, the Armed
Forces of Thailand had to take over the state power.

6. After the peaceful takeover, the Armed Forces of Thailand, under the name of
The National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), put in place an interim
constitution for the transitional period during which political reforms would lay a
strong foundation for sustainable democracy in Thailand. Under the interim
constitution, the National Legislative Assembly (NLA) would function as the
Parliament and the National Reform Council (NRC) would gather proposals for
political reforms for a new constitution and legislations necessary to ensure
sustainable democracy in Thailand. The NCPO also reaffirmed the independence



and integrity of the Courts and other independent bodies safeguarding democracy
such as the Election Commission and the Anti-Corruption Commission.

7. The NCPO announced a 3-stage roadmap, namely, the reconciliation stage, the
reform stage and the elections stage, to be completed by the end of 2015. The
reconciliation stage is aimed at restoring peace and order and promoting national
reconciliation. In this connection, NCPO has set up Centers for Reconciliation and
Reform (CRR) nationwide to promote dialogues among conflicting parties of
different political opinions, with a view to promoting political reconciliation. The
establishment of the NRC in early October consisting of representatives of all the
provinces of Thailand and of all professions marks the beginning of the reform
stage when brainstorming for proposals to ensure sustainable democracy in
Thailand would take place. After the NRC has gathered all relevant proposals for
political reforms, these proposals will be turned into a new constitution and
legislations to lay a legal foundation for sustainable democracy in Thailand and to
pave the way to elections to form a new Parliament which will then choose a new
Prime Minister.

8. At present, after four and a half months of the beginning of political reforms in
Thailand, peace and order has returned to the country. As political stability returns,
the economy has improved as reflected in the ascension of the stock market.
Independent polls show that since the NCPO has assumed state power, the level of
the Thai people’ satisfaction with NCPO’s governance, in a scale of one to ten, has
remained high over eight.

9. In August, the National Legislative Assembly was established and a new
Cabinet started the administration of the country, thereby signifying the beginning
of the second stage of the roadmap focusing on the political reforms. This month,
the NRC, would start its deliberations on reform proposals which will be
transformed into a new constitution and relevant legislations. The NRC will focus
their work on eleven areas, namely, politics, national administration, law and
justice, local administration, education, economy, energy, public health and
environment, mass media, and social issues.

10. After the NRC has finished with the deliberations of reform proposals, a
constitution drafting committee consisting of thirty-six members proposed by the
National Council for Peace and Order, the National Reform Council, the National
Legislative Assembly and the Cabinet will begin drafting a new constitution while
the NLA will draft reform legislations. The constitution drafting committee is
expected to complete the draft constitution within 120 days after having received
the inputs from the National Reform Council.



11. When the new constitution is launched, around July next year, Thailand will
enter the third and last stage of national reforms, the holding of general elections
for a new Parliament which will be convened within two months after the elections
to elect a new Prime Minister who then with his Cabinet will start administering
Thailand in the beginning of 2016.

12. Thailand has adopted this roadmap to build a sustainable democracy. The
present Government of Thailand seeks to ensure that necessary reforms are in
place as soon as possible to establish sustainable democracy in Thailand. The
emphasis has been on the word," sustainable." For the past eighty two years since
the Thai people have embarked on this democratic journey, we have stumbled time
and time again but we have always returned to the path of democracy and we will
do so again in the near future. This time, we fervently hope that with necessary
reforms in place, we will finally secure sustainable democracy that provides a level
playing field for all political contestants to ensure free and fair elections that will
deliver a truly Government of the People, for the the People and by the People. We
are undergoing a democratising process to ensure that our sustainable democracy
will based on the rule of law, equal access to justice, good governance,
transparency, and accountability. We will not settle for anything less.

13. The IPU possesses a wealth of knowledge and expertise in the strengthening of
democracy. We welcome your inputs and support for reforming our political
system and culture in order to secure sustainable democracy for our country. We
do hope for your kind understanding of our reform mission and our continuing
close cooperation.
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Statement
by H.E. Mr. Sakthip Krairiksh,

Member of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand,

at the General Debate on the theme of

" Achieving gender equality, ending violence against women"',
the 131st Session of the Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly

on 14 October 2014, Geneva

Mr. President,
Distinguished Delegates,

As the international community is charting the way for the post 2015
development agenda,

we, parliamentarians, have a shared responsibility to provide legislations
which are sound, practical, and enforceable to promote sustainable
development.

As women make half of the world, no development can be sustainable if it is
not inclusive,

if it does not achieve gender equality, and if it does not end violence against
women.

Many violences against women and girls nowadays originate from men.
Therefore we need

to instill in boys a sense of respect for their sisters and we need to ensure that
girls fully recognize that they stand in this world as equal to their brothers.
We must commit ourselves to eliminating all forms of violence against
women and girls and adopt and strengthen sound policies and legislations for
the promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women. The IPU's
gender programme advocates gender sensitive parliaments but on top of that
we need gender sensitive laws and legislations, ones which enhance gender
equality, empower women and girls, and end violences against them.

As parliamentarians, we must ensure that needed laws are adopted and put
into practice.

We must, together with the executive and judicial branches, address the
challenges of implementation gaps. And we must be innovative in our work.
Given the increasingly complex challenges of the world today, we cannot
continue our work as business as usual.

We must redouble our efforts and we must work together.

We must improve the availability of and access to education for women and
girls. Parliamentarians have a role in allocating national budgets and in
adopting legislations that allow equal access to education.

Parliamentarians should also look into encouraging public and private
partnership. We can work on legislating fiscal and budget laws that create
incentives to the private sector to work for gender equality and women
empowerment.



As a man, speaking on the issue of gender equality, I feel proud in doing my
part. Gender equality is not a matter that should be left solely in the hands of
women, but it is a matter that we need to adopt a whole-of-society approach.

Mr. President,

The international community will commemorate in 2015 the 20th
anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action adopted by the Fourth World
Conference on Women in 1995. To prepare for this landmark global event,
Thailand is proud to be hosting the Asian and Pacific Conference on Gender
Equality and Women Empowerment in November 2014, to be convened by
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific. Governments and parliamentarians from some 50 countries will meet
in Bangkok to review progress and gaps in advancing gender equality and
women empowerment as well as ending violence against women across the
Asia-Pacific region.

In addition, this November, Thailand together with the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime will also host an open-ended intergovernmental expert
group meeting on gender-related killing of women and girls to discuss ways
and means to more effectively prevent, investigate, prosecute and punish
gender-related killing of women and girls, with a view to making
recommendations basing on current best practices.

Despite the current political change, Thailand remains fully committed to
promoting gender equality. Recently, the National Legislative Assembly has
set up a committee on social affairs, children, women, the elderly, persons
with disabilities and the disadvantaged. The committee is led by a longtime
NGO who has worked to promote respect for human rights of vulnerable
groups especially women and children. The National Legislative Assembly
will also soon consider the draft law on gender equality. The draft law has
been pending for some time due to the political situation over the past years.

Mr. President,

A few days ago, Malala won a Nobel Peace Prize for her work for children
and girls. She has been a clear voice for women and girls. Yet we still need
many more Malala. We still have a lot of work on our hands. We, men and
women alike, still need to do our parts.

I thank you, Mr. President.
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The case of 308 former parliamentarians

1. Thai Constitutions and laws allow parliamentarians to exercise their right to
freedom of expression as well as freely debate, amend and approve laws and
regulations. Nevertheless, parliamentarians shall honestly perform their duties for
the common interest of Thai people without conflict of interest (Section122 of the
Constitution B.E. 2550 (2007)).

2. 308 former parliamentarians submitted an amendment to change the
composition of the Senate which was made up of 76 elected and 74 appointed
members into a fully-elected chamber with 200 members. Whether a senate should
be appointed, partially elected or fully elected depends on the decision of each
society.

3. The Constitutional Court then was requested by a group of Members of the
House of Representatives and of the Senate to determine the constitutionality of
the said amendment. On 20 November 2013, the Constitutional Court of Thailand
ruled that the act was unconstitutional as, if the amendment were to be adopted, it
would facilitate the monopoly of power in the parliament thereby violating Section
68 of the Constitution B.E. 2550 (2007) which stated that no person shall exercise
the rights and liberties to acquire the power to rule the country by any means which
is not in accordance with the modes provided in the Constitution.

4. Moreover, the Constitutional Court also found several misconducts and non-
transparency involved during the passing of the amendment. Such acts were also
ruled unconstitutional. These included

4.1 The draft amendment that was circulated for adoption was not the one
formally submitted to the secretariat (violation of Section 291(1) of the 2007
Constitution);

4.2 The decision to amend was unduly rushed and made in the middle of the
night when the public could not monitor through national broadcasting (violation
of Section 3 of the 2007 Constitution);

4.3 Opposition party was not allowed to participate in substantial debate or
given time to debate on the draft amendment which involved matters that would
affect people's lives. The debate was closed while 57 parliamentarians who had
asked for the floor were not given the opportunity to debate on the draft
amendments as they should be allowed to (violation of Section 125 of the 2007
Constitution);



4.4 Some MPs were caught voting for their absent colleagues (violation of
Section 122 of the 2007 Constitution).

5. The case was also brought to the National Anti-Corruption Commission
(NACC) by a group of Senators requesting the NACC to investigate the actions of
the parliamentarians who had proposed and voted in favour of the amendments of
the law. On 7 January 2014, the NACC decided to press charges against 308
parliamentarians on their unconstitutional misconducts. These misconducts are
deemed to violate the 2007 Constitution and the Organic Act on Counter
Corruption B.E. 2542 (1999), as amended by No. 2 B.E. 2550 (2007).

6. The Constitutional Court and the National Anti-Corruption Commission did not
seek to intervene in the legislative process. Both acted only when this case was
brought to them seeking their judgments. This case is therefore not a judicialisation
of the legislative process. Chapter 11 (Section 246 — 251), Chapter 12 (Section
270) and Chapter 13 (Section 279) of the 2007 Constitution of Thailand provide
the legal basis for the Constitutional Court and the National Anti-Corruption
Commission to act when a case like this is brought to them for judgment.

7. At present, the case of 308 parliamentarians is still under the process of
impeachment proceedings with the NACC.

8. Despite the fact that the House of Representatives was dissolved by the former
PM and the Senate was dissolved after the National Council for Peace and Order
took over the state power, the NACC still continues the investigation as the case
involves misconduct and criminal charges as stated in the Organic Act on Counter
Corruption B.E. 2542 (1999), as amended by No. 2 B.E. 2550 (2007).

The case of Mr. Jatuporn Prompan

1. The case of Mr. Jatuporn was brought to the Constitutional Court by the
Election Commission to seek clarification on the Member of Parliament status of
Mr. Jatuporn. The Constitutional Court subsequently disqualified Mr. Jatuporn as a
party-list MP because he could not cast his vote in the general elections held in
July 2011 as he was being detained in connection with the unrest and riots in 2010.

2. The said decision of the Constitutional Court was in line with Section 100(3) of
the Thai Constitution B.E. 2550 (2007) which stated that a person being detained
by a warrant of the Court or by a lawful order on the election day is disfranchised.
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3. The disfranchisement also terminated Mr. Jatuporn’s membership to a political
party, making him ineligible to be an MP according to Section 101(3) and Section
106(4) of the Constitution.

4. Hence, the decision by the Constitutional Court to disqualify Mr. Jatuporn is
legal and non-discriminatory.

5. The Constitutional Court’s decision also did not contradict Article 25 of the
ICCPR as the disfranchisement of Mr. Jatuporn was not “unreasonable
restrictions” as stipulated in Article 25 of the ICCPR given that he was being
detained lawtully.

6. Currently, Mr. Jatuporn’s case is still under the deliberation of the Criminal
Court. In the meantime, Mr. Jatuporn was not imprisoned but released on bail in
November 201 1. Since then, he has been active in politics.

7. Lastly, the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), an independent
institution with the mandate to safeguard the rights of Thai citizens, had invited
Mr. Jatuporn to give information in order for the National Human Rights
Commission to investigate whether there had been any violation of human rights in
his case but Mr. Jatuporn has so far not accepted the said invitation to give his
testimony to the National Human Rights Commission.

8. In summary, the disqualification of Mr. Jatuporn Prompon was conducted with
due process of law. Rule 2(5) of the Committee on the Human Rights of
Parliamentarians states that in carrying out its mandate, the Committee shall apply
international, regional and national human rights standards as well as pertinent
recommendations emanating from relevant United Nations, regional and national
institutions. The Committee, therefore, should bear in mind of national human
rights standards and the recommendations of national institutions before rushing to
judgment. In the case of Thailand, Thailand’s national institutions have yet to
come out with recommendations would not be in accordance with the aforesaid
Rule 2(5) of the Committee and may lead to the judicialisation of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, which may erode the Parliamentary solidarity, the core of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union.
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