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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Tenth Plenary Session
21 November - 24 November 2017
Istanbul, TURKEY

ISTANBUL DECLARATION

We, Members of Parliament from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia,
China, Cyprus, DPR Korea, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq Jordan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Mongolia,
Pakistan, Palestine, Laos, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, Oman,
Uzbekistan and Vietnam gathered in Istanbul from 21 November to 24 November 2017, at the
invitation of Ismail KAHRAMAN, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey and current
APA President;

Welcoming Bali Declaration on achieving the 2030 agenda through Inclusive Development,
as the outcome document of World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable Development, held in

Bali, Indonesia, on September 6 — 7, 2017.
Promoting women’s representation in public life particularly in Parliament.

Recognizing that peoples in Asia have brilliant civilizations, philosophies, religions, diverse
cultures, arts, ideologies, and have made great achievements in the fields of socio-economic

development, science and technology, among others, to meet the demands of societies;

Concerned by the increasing tensions in parts of Asia, particularly the threat of terrorism,
and the suffering of people affected by ongoing conflicts, especially displaced people, and
further concerned by the dire situation of millions of women and young people in all war-
torn areas. We, therefore, stress the importance of maintaining world peace, security, stability

and development;

Emphasizing that violent extremism, which can be conducive to terrorism, should not be
associated with any culture, civilization, religion or ethnicity and should not be tolerated.
The resolving of issues through radicalization, violent extremism, or terrorism causes great
hardship and breeds even more violence, settlement of the issues should be by dialogue
and negotiation;

Welcoming the recent great achievements in defeating Daesh in collaboration with Iragi and

Syrian people.
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Underlining our commitment of building societies based on the rule of law with Asian
Parliaments not only representing Asian people, but also enacting legislation and promoting

dialogues, reconciliation and a culture of peace;
DO HEREBY EXPRESS OUR COMMITMENT TO:

Emphasize the urgent need to undertake transparent investigation into serious human rights
abuses and violations, including sexual violence and abuse and violence against children
concerning people of Rakhine State and in particular Rohingya and to hold to account all
those responsible for such acts and Stresses the importance of granting immediate and
unhindered access to the UN Fact Finding Mission established by the UN Human Rights Council
in March 2017,

Emphasize the importance of safe and dignified return of refugees and displaced people to
their place of origin for the long-term solution of the crises in line with the recommendations
of Kofi Annan Commission Report and welcome the signed instrument between the governments

of Myanmar and Bangladesh to that end on 23 November 2017,

Demand the Government of Myanmar to grand immediate, safe and unhindered access to UN
Agencies and their partners as well as other domestic and international non-governmental
organizations to provide humanitarian assistance in Rakhine State as well as to ensure the
safety and security of all communities particularly Rohingyas in Rakhine State and humanitarian

personnel,
Urge unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid in Myanmar, Syria, Yemen and Iraq,

Appreciate the role and actions of the people and government of Bangladesh in giving shelter

to more than a million Rohingya,

Encourage the establishment of a national, legal framework as well as a broad legal framework

for the protection of migrant workers, noting the legal and illegal status of the different cases,

Emphasize the need to promote peace, stability and development in Asia through peaceful

resolution of ongoing conflicts and mutually beneficial economic cooperation,

Underscore the importance of Irag’s territorial unity and call on member states to show

solidarity with the Iraqi Parliament, in the face of critical developments in their country,

Express grave concern at the alarming deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Yemen and
strongly reject any attack on Holy Places of Islam located in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by any

militant group,
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Reaffirm its support for an independent sovereign and contiguous Palestine within 1967
borders with Al Quds as its capital, condemn the illegal settlement activities, demolitions, and
other violations of the occupation forces, welcome the reconciliation process for the unity of
Palestine and urge the international community to re-launch the peace process based on established

parameters and the Arab Peace Plan,

Welcome the valuable efforts and achievements in the framework of Astana Process to
deescalate violence, facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the affected people

in Syria and provide conditions to find a political solution for the Syrian crisis,

Congratulate Pakistan on being elected as the next President of APA for the term 2020 -
2021 and also express the hope that Pakistan will continue with its efforts to embarking on

the journey to realize the vision of the Asian Parliament,

Thank Turkey for its warm, gracious and efficient hospitality in hosting the Tenth Plenary Session
in Istanbul. Appreciate the continuous support provided by the President of Turkey in strengthening

the cooperation and solidarity among the APA Member Countries.

The next plenary session will be held in 2018 in Turkey.
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GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY
ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

Ankara, 19.09.2017

Dear Excellency Speaker/President

Excellency,

On behalf of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey and the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA), it is a great honor and pleasure for us to extend a cordial invitation to Your Excellency
to personally participate in the Second Executive Council Meeting and the 10" APA Plenary
Session, which will be held from 20 November to 25 November 2017 in Istanbul.

The theme of the Plenary is “Sustaining Peace and Development in Asia". We encourage and
expect vibrant discussions and exchange of views within the context of the theme by Speakers

of the APA Member Parliaments and dignitaries who are invited to participate in this very
important event.

The Host Parliament will offer hospitality (accommodation, meals and local transportation) to
official delegates of APA member parliaments plus one as determined in Article 8 of APA
Charter, two representatives of each observer parliament and one representative of each
observer organization from 20 November to 25" of November 2017.

The relevant documentation of the 10" Plenary Session could be consulted at the APA
website: www.asianparliament.org.

The General Information and Registration Form are attached. The Draft Agenda and other
documents will be forwarded soon and it would be greatly appreciated if you could inform the
Host Parliament and the APA Secretariat on the composition of your delegation at the earliest
convenient time but no later than 27 October 2017.

It would be a great honor, if Your Excellency could lead your delegation in the 10 APA
Plenary Session in Istanbul, Turkey.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration and personal regards.

Ismail KAHRAMAN Moham €za MAJIDI
Speaker of GNAT Cta ﬁneral of APA
“ oo Serflscn
/

—

TBMM ANKARA/TURKIYE- TURKEY Tel: +90 312 4206757 Fax:+90 312 4206756
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No. 0010/5387 Secretariat of the House of

Representatives
U-Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300
Thailand
Tel. : 66 2357 3100 ext. 3296, 3298
Fax : 66 2357 3154

15  November B.E. 2560 (2017)
Dear Mr. Secretary General,

Reference is made to your letter dated 9 October 2017 concerning the invitation
to participate in the 2™ Executive Council Meeting and the 10™ APA Plenary Session which
will be held during 20-25 November 2017 in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

In this connection, please be informed that the Thai National Legislative Assembly
Delegation led by Hon. Gen. Nipat THONGLEK, Member of the National Legislative Assembly
and Leader of the Thai NLA Delegation to the APA, will participate in the aforementioned
meetings. Enclosed herewith, please find the namelist, itinerary, registration forms and information
of the hotel reservation of the Thai Delegation

May | take this opportunity to reaffirm our commmitment and full collaboration for
the work and success of the APA.

With my best regards.

Yours sincerely,

Pornpith Phetchareon
Deputy Secretary General
for Secretary General
Mr. Mohammad Reza MAJIDI
APA Secretary General
No. 4, Kayhan Alley, Bastan Street,
Firoozbakhsh Street. Movahed Danesh Street,
Aqdasiyeh, Postal code: 1957733811

TEHRAN
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
cc. TBMM

Postal code: 06543
Bakanliklar-Ankara,
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
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Namelist of the Thai Delegation
to attend the 2™ Executive Council Meeting and the 10"
Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
19" - 26" November 2017
Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

Hon. Gen. Nipat THONGLEK

Mr. Charkrienorrathip SEVIKUL

Hon. Mrs. Suwannee SIRIVEJCHAPUN

Hon. ACM. Chuchart BOONCHAI

Mrs. Pornpith PHETCHAREON

Mrs. Boontarika JUNHANANDANA

Mr. Panya KOTTHEN

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Member of the Thai NLA Delegation to the APA
Leader of the Delegation

Chargé daffaires a.i., Royal Thai Embassy,
Ankara, Republic of Turkey

Advisor to the Delegation

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Member of the Thai NLA Delegation to the APA
Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Member of the Thai NLA Delegation to the APA
Delegate

Deputy Secretary General of the Secretariat of
the House of Representatives

Director of Association of Parliaments and
Association of Secretaries General of
Parliaments Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Secretary to the Delegation

Foreign Affairs Officer (Senior Professional Level)
Association of Parliaments and

Association of Secretaries General of
Parliaments Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation

/8. Mr. Sanan...
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8. Mr. Sanan SIRIBOON - Foreign Affairs Officer (Professional Level)

International Relations Group
Bureau of Foreign Affairs

Secretariat of the Senate

- Assistant Secretary to the Delegation

Association of Parliaments and Association of
Secretaries General of Parliaments Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Tel. : 66 2357 3100 ext. 3296, 3298 - 9

Fax : 66 2357 3154

E-mail : asgpthai@gmail.com
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ASIAN PARLIAMENT ARY ASSEMBLY

10" Plenary Session
21 November - 24 November 2017
Istanbul, TURKEY

To Facilitate our preparations to issue the identification Badges please complete

and return this form together with the Registration Form

No. Fist Name Last Name Position Photo

1. | Hon. Gen. Nipat THONGLEK - Member of National Legislative
Assembly

- Head of Delegation

2. | Mr. Charkrienorrathip | SEVIKUL - Chargé d affairs a. i., Royal Thai
mbassy, Ankara, Republic of

- Advisor to the Delegation

3. | Hon. Mrs. Suwannee | SIRIVEJCHAPUN | - Member of National Legislative
Assembly
- Delegate

4. | Hon. ACM. Chuchart | BOONCHAI - Member of National Legislative
Assembly
- Delegate

5. | Mrs. Pornpith PETCHAREON Deputy Secretary General of
the Secretariat of the House of

Representatives
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Last Name Position

No. Fist Name Photo
6. | Mrs. Boontarika JUNHANANDANA | - Director of Association of
- Secretary to the Delegation
7. | Mr. Panya KOTTHEN - Foreign Affairs Officer
- Assistant Secretary to the
Delegation
8. | Mr. Sanan SIRIBOON - Foreign Affairs Officer
- Assistant Secretary to the
Delegation
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Association of Parliaments and Association of

Secretaries General of Parliaments Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Tel. : 66 2357 3100 ext. 3296, 3298 - 9

Fax

1 66 2357 3154

E-mail : asgpthai@gmail.com
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No. 996 /2017 Thai National Legislative Assembly
U-Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300
Thailand

Tel. : 66 2357 3100 ext. 3296, 3298

Fax : 66 2357 3154

22 November B.E. 2560 (2017)
Dear Mr. Secretary General,

According to the proposal of the APA Secretariat on the possibility if the Thai
National Legislative Assembly might be able to host the Meeting of APA Standing Committee
in 2019.

| have the great pleasure to inform you that the Thai National Legislative
Assembly will be pleased to host the Meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and
Cultural Affairs in early of the year 2019. | am confident that this meeting will strengthen and
promote the mutually beneficial cooperations among APA members and enhance the role of
the Parliamentary Assemblies on the development and prosperity of our region.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my high consideration.

& Lo Sk A4,

Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai
President of the National Legislative Assembly

Mr. Mohammad Reza MAJIDI

APA Secretary General

No. 4, Dayhan Alley, Bastan Street
Firoozbakhsh Street, Movahed Danesh Street
Agdasiyeh, Postal Code : 1957733811
TEHRAN

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly

Secretary-General

H.E. Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai No. S G/2017/76
President of the National Legislative Assembly Date: 4 December 2017
Thailand

Excellency,

Referring to Your Excellency’s letter No. 996/2017 dated 22 November 2017 I would like to
express my sincere thanks for active participation of Thai delegation in APA events during past
ten years especially for the positive and constructive role of Honorable Nipat Thonglek, and I
have the honor to inform that the 10™ APA Plenary has welcomed and approved the candidacy of
National Legislative Assembly of Thailand as the APA Vice President and host of Standing
Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs in 2019.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Secretary-General e
Mohammad Reza-Majidi _

NN
SR

Tel: +9821- 26118827829  Fax: +9821 — 26118809
www.asianparliament.org  secretariat@asianparliament.org
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TEXT OF SPEECH BY HONORABLE BURHAN KAYATURK, HEAD
OF APA DELEGATION IN THE GRAND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF
TURKEY IN THE 10" APA PLENARY

Honorable President and Secretary General of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Distinguished Members of the Parliament,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure for me to address such a distinguished audience today in Istanbul, against
the beautiful view of Bosphorous, on the occasion of the Tenth Plenary Session of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly.

Taking this opportunity, | would also like to thank Cambodia and our fellow Cambodian

parliamentarians for their successful term of APA Presidency.

Turkey has close parliamentary contacts with other countries. Our National Assembly constituted
inter-parliamentary friendship groups with many countries and participates actively in the work

of international and regional parliamentary unions.

In this respect, we expressed our will to assume the Presidency of APA for the term 2017 — 2019
and with your strong support here we are, welcoming you in this unique city for what | hope

will be a fruitful Session.

Distinguished Members of the Parliament,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you are aware, APA, comprising of 42 member and 16 observer states, gathers parliamentarians
from different parts of Asia. This diversity is the richness of this Assembly where each one of

us can bring a distinctive contribution.

APA provides a valuable platform to exchange our views, ideas and best practices for developing
common strategies in many areas of common interest, like the promotion of peace as well as

realization of social, cultural, and environmental rights of the peoples of Asia.

By strengthening political dialogue, fostering economic interdependence and intensifying social

and cultural interactions, we can achieve sustainable peace and development in Asia.
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With this understanding, we have been working hard to revitalize the ancient Silk Road through

various projects, developing regional infrastructure networks and strengthening customs cooperation.

In this respect, Baku-Thilisi-Kars Railway is recently opened. Thus, uninterrupted railway transport

between Beijing and London via Turkey will become possible.

We believe that this will be a significant contribution to increase intra-continental connectivity,
speed-up the pace of development and generate wealth in the interests of all countries and
peoples of Asia.

Distinguished Members of the Parliament,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Asian continent contains around 45 percent of the world population, as well as 30 percent
of the world economy and consequently many countries in the region do have global responsibilities

as important actors in international arena.

The promising developments in our continent show that Asia has a huge potential for a prosperous
future. If this potential is haressed fully through appropriate policies and a strategic vision, Asia

will certainly play a greater role in the world affairs.

In this regard, APA is an important platform for coordinating and combining our common
efforts.

Distinguished Members of the Parliament,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The challenges we face today, both regionally and globally, require us to stand together and

continue to find solutions together.

Therefore, I’'m confident that as parliamentarians representing our people, we will make use
of this opportunity of sharing our views provided by the APA and will speed up our efforts to

utilize the potentialities of the region.

Throughout these three days, we will be exchanging views on the theme of “Sustaining
Peace and Development in Asia”. In this respect, | wish you all a successful meeting with
fruitful discussions and | would like to take this occasion to welcome you once again to our

country.

o9 @ O
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Statement of
H.E. Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi
Secretary General of the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) in the
Inaugural Ceremony of 10th Plenary
Istanbul, Turkey
22 November 2017

Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure and honor to address you in the 10th Plenary Session of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly being held in the historical and magnificent city of Istanbul.

It is incumbent upon me to express, on behalf of myself, my staff at APA's Permanent
Secretariat, and all participating delegations, our sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the Speaker
of Grand National Assembly of Turkey, Honorable Ismail Kahraman, and other high ranking officials
of the Government and Parliament of the Republic of Turkey who have graciously arranged,

and worked hard, for the success of our meeting today and in the few more days to come.

It is an honor and privilege for the APA to have the Turkish parliament as one of its
dedicated and internationally well-established members taking over its Presidency for the next

two years.

Mr. Chairman,

| am thoroughly confident that through your wisdom, commitment and professionalism,
the APA stands to benefit the most. We have come a long way and built on all of the efforts
of previous presidencies, especially Cambodia. Turkey is poised to steer APA leadership in such
an exemplary manner which will enable us to cross the boundaries of expectations and aspirations

of APA community.

We are obliged to extend our full support in any way possible to make this term

a success as we did in previous terms.
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Mr. Chairman,

| wish to stress that APA's Permanent Secretariat stands committed to the promotion
and expansion of the objectives of our organization through full utilization of its human resources
as well as its financial and other capabilities and potentials and will do its utmost to make

the incoming presidency a success.
| wish you all fruitful and constructive deliberations during APA's 10" Plenary Session.

Thank you for your attention.

00 @ ®o-
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SPEECH NOTES OF THE SPEAKER OF THE GRAND NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY AT THE 10" INAUGURAL CEREMONY OF
ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (APA)
(November 21%, 2017 - 4:00 p.m.)

Distinguished Speakers,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am honored to host you in Istanbul where continents intersect and civilizations live together
as we are taking over the next Presidency of Asian Parliamentary Assembly from Cambodia.

| would like to welcome you all to our country.

Throughout the Asian Parliamentary Assembly Plenary Session on “Sustaining Peace and Development
in Asia,” we will elaborate the subjects “peace” and “development” in depth. In this regard,
| sincerely believe that we will exchange ideas effectively thanks to your esteemed contributions
during the Plenary Session. In my opinion, these communications are the concrete reflections

of the key role of parliamentary diplomacy in regards to foreign policy and international relations.
Esteemed Speakers and Parliamentarians,

As you may be aware, our world, including the Asian region, is facing serious challenges, uncertainties
and turbulences today. Unfortunately, wars are more destructive and fatal due to the pace and
capacity technology brings to us. Inter-communal and inter-governmental rivalry has already
dominated all aspects of life. In the past, wars used to take place on open spaces, and the parties
were definite; whereas today, the whole world, the whole humanity face the negative impacts
of these wars and conflicts away from being a party to it. In this context, it is obvious that any

step taken on the way to peace is in direct interest of the whole humanity and the whole world.

Thus, today, we came together for this holy objective. Sustainable peace and development

in Asia is vital for all of us.

In Turkey, we attach great importance on sustaining peace, security and stability in all Asian
regions, particularly in East Asia. In this regard, as a country who sacrificed martyrs and veterans
in the Korean War, we closely follow the developments in the Korean Peninsula. We hope

that all countries will avoid any activities that may threaten regional and global peace.
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It is to our common benefit that all Asian people live in peace and harmony. Are we doing our
best to leave a peaceful and prosperous Asia to future generations? As parliamentarians, as the

voice of our people, we have to ask this question to ourselves.

Today, the Palestinian issue remains important and urgent both for the Middle East and the
whole world. The only solution for the Palestinian issue is the existence of an independent,
sovereign State of Palestine in geographical continuity with a capital in East Jerusalem based
on 1967 borders. In this regard, we believe that the national consensus agreement signed by
Palestinian brothers and sisters in October will significantly contribute to the peace process.
As an international community, our responsibility for the Palestinian is to preserve the vision

of two-state solution and to urgently revive the peace process.
Distinguished Guests,

Turkish people and Turkish democracy faced a very severe and murderous coup attempt by
Gulenist Terror Organization (FETO) on the night of July 15. Traitor terrorists attempted a
coup. They were members of an illegal gang dressed mostly in military uniforms who desire
to take hold of democratic institutions and change the democratic order with a military junta
regime in Turkey. To reach their aims, they did not shy away from attacking even civilians;
they martyred 250 citizens and injured 2,196 others that night.

Since the moment our esteemed President of the Republic of Turkey and esteemed Prime
Minister learnt about this coup attempt, they called on Turkish people to hit the streets to
protest and restrain this atrocious attempt. As soon as | heard of the incident, | went directly
to our Veteran Parliament which is the manifestation of national will and called our members
for a meeting to own the will of people they represent. Deputies from all political parties
came to stop this coup with a great commitment and faith. All around Turkey, our people
stood before the coup plotters and owned the constitutional order, the elected government

and democratic functionins.

On the night of July 15, friends of Turkey did not leave Turkey alone. | would like to extend
my eratitude to those who offered their sincere support on the phone, who stated that they

stood with Turkey, and to Speakers who are present right now.

We believe it is very important to be aware that FETO is a national security threat not only to
Turkey but also to 170 countries it is present in. They are applying the tactics they executed
in Turkey, in other countries they operate as well. The main strategy of the organization is to
leak into governmental bodies, influence the society and to dominate economic resources
under the cover of education, dialogue, tolerance and non-governmental organizations. We
would like to hereby call upon all friendly nations of Asia to immediately take the necessary
precautions against Gulenist Terror Organization for your own safety and for the future of your

countries.
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Honorable Speakers,

| believe peace and development are “twins”. If you live in peace, then you work and produce

in harmony, and increase your welfare.

At the same time, you will reach higher life standards by working harder, producing more, and
above all, by contributing to economic added value which will decrease the level of unrest
and empower the peace atmosphere. Namely, peace and development are completely
related to each other. Peace and development cultivate each other. Considering international
relations, international economy and policy, we comprehend better that we shall never

underestimate the interconnectedness of peace and development.

This is because peace surges as welfare is shared. When you help your neighbor, you nourish
their happiness and peace. This is the same in international relations as well. Thus, Turkey
follows a humanitarian foreign policy and takes initiative in this regard. Based on a foreign
policy driven by initiatives, Turkey takes the necessary steps to prevent regional and global
issues and to solve any existing ones. Based on its humanitarian foreign policy approach,
Turkey rallies to help the oppressed through developmental and humanitarian assistance; and
reaches out people in poverty, conflict and people that experience natural disasters.
According to the Global Humanitarian Assistance Report, our country has become the 2"
greatest donor country in 2016 with 6 billion U.S. dollars of humanitarian assistance. In our
developmental assistance, we attach particular attention to the Least Developed Countries
(LDCs).

In Turkey, we operationalized United Nations Technology Bank for Least Developed Countries,
and realized the first of United Nations Sustainable Development Goals in September.
Moreover, Turkey is “the world’s most generous country” in regards to the proportion of
humanitarian assistance to national income. These two basic approaches, namely initiative-
driven and humanitarian approaches aim to eliminate global weaknesses and vulnerabilities,

and to contribute to global peace and welfare.

For instance, today the number of Syrians escaping from the violence in Syria has exceeded
3.2 million. In Turkey, we are taking the necessary steps to resolve this crisis in Syria and to
open our doors and hearts to those escaping from the tyranny based on this initiative-driven
and humanitarian approach. Up to now, Turkey has spent more than 30 billion dollars both

through governmental and non-governmental organizations.
Distinguished guests,

It is @ must that we shall take a firm action together to establish sustainable peace and

development in Asia. The events taking place in Myanmar affect all of us deeply.
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Since the beginning of the crisis, our esteemed President of the Republic of Turkey and his
government attached great importance to this issue. We endeavored to take this issue into
the agenda of international community. To serve this end, we took the highest possible
advantage of all international mechanisms, primarily the United Nations and the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation of which we are Term President. Lastly, an urgent agenda item on
Rohingya was approved in the 137" General Assembly of Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) held
in St. Petersburg between October 14" and 18" that | participated in. Today, | would like to

repeat this humanitarian assistance call in the presence of Asian Parliamentary Assembly.

Although the acts of violence have been decreased in Rakhine State, the humanitarian crisis in
the region continues. This crisis has gained a regional and international dimension due to the
consequences it bears in regards to Bangladesh. The number of Muslims taking refuge in
Bangladesh has reached to 650.000. The requirement for comprehensive projects to meet
the needs of the refugees in Bangladesh is becoming more and more urgent as the number of

those taking refuge is increasing very rapidly.

Primarily with the Wife of our esteemed President of the Republic of Turkey, esteemed Deputy
Prime Minister, esteemed Minister of Foreign Affairs and esteemed Minister of Family and Social

Policies visited Bangladesh and observed the harsh living conditions of the refugees in person.

In Turkey, we act constructively in resolving the issues in Rakhine State. We focus on the humanitarian
levels of this issue. We not only endeavor to encourage the international community to find a
permanent solution to this issue, but we also make extra effort to keep the channels of communication

open with Myanmar Government.
Distinguished Speakers and Parliamentarians,

Turkey is co-president for the “Mediation for Peace” initiative that contributes significantly to
raising international awareness for preventive diplomacy and mediation. Lately, Turkey hosted
the 4" Istanbul Mediation Conference on June 30th, 2017 under the theme “Surge in Diplomacy,
Action for Mediation.” Today, on November 215t, 2017, we once again host Mediation Conference
in Istanbul in partnership with the Secretariat of Organization of Islamic Cooperation, of which
we are currently Term President for the Summit. With member states of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation as conference participants, we aim to contribute to capacity-building for mediation

that are currently underway in the territories of the said member states.

Asia hosts extremely rich cultures and civilizations where different cultures, faiths and belief

systems thrive. Actually, our most important richness lies in these differences.

Drawing on these rich qualities, various countries today specialize in various fields. Based on
comparative advantage, these countries are able to shape world economy in the areas they

thrive in. Economic relations and cooperation between states develop in this way. “The New
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Silk Road” that will join Asia and Europe is another major development | want to emphasize
in my opening remarks. Within the framework of “One Belt, One Road Initiative,” the historical
Silk Road is being revived. With the said initiative; Asia, currently at the core of political,
economic, commercial and cultural interaction between the East and the West, is placed once

again at the heart of economic and commercial relations.

Here in Turkey, we support the efforts to establish the Modern Silk Road and take tangible steps
in that direction. On October 30th, 2017, the Baku-Thbilisi-Kars Railway Project was opened in
the presence of His Excellency, President of Turkey. The said railway is a crucial part of the Modern
Silk Road.

Referring to the 21" Century as “The Century of Asia” is an accurate observation. Sustainable

development in Asia is highly significant for the entire world.

| would like to hereby underline the importance of United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals. These goals provide guidelines for the development of the entire humanity. They consider
elimination of poverty the biggest global challenge, while focusing not only on the needs of
least developed or developing countries but set out universal goals for all countries, including

the developed ones.

Turkey integrates these universal goals in its national development plans and is among countries
that play a leading role in this regard.

Distinguished Speakers, Parliamentarians,

Esteemed Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As | conclude my speech, | would like to welcome you to our country once again. We will
exchange opinions on “Sustaining Peace and Development in Asia” throughout this plenary

session.

I would like to kindly ask you to discuss, when you go back to your home countries, what other
tangible efforts we can make for Sustaining Peace and Development in Asia. Only then we can
turn our words into action and take fruitful steps for peace and prosperity in our beautiful

continent.

| would like to thank you for your participation.

] I
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ﬂ? Keynote Address

x HON. DR. NGUON NHEL

Second Vice=President of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
High Representative of Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin,
President of the Cambodian National Assembly
and President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
10th Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Istanbul, 20 - 24 November, 2017

Honorable Ismail Kahraman, Speaker of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey,
Honorable Heads and Members of Delegations of APA Member Parliaments,
Observer Countries and Partner Organizations,

Your, Excellency Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi, Secretary General of APA,

Distinguished Delegates and Friends

It is my great pleasure and privilege to be with all of you at the 10" Plenary Session of
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) in this beautiful city of Istanbul, which is one the
most attracted and popular tourist destination in the world.

On this special occasion, on behalf of Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin,
President of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia and APA President, | wish
to warmly welcome your valuable presence at this session under the theme of “Sustaining
Peace and Development” which is a very important topic relevant to the regional and global
context. | also wish to express my deep and heartfelt thanks to the Government, people
and the Grand National Assembly of Turkey, in particular the Organizing Committee, for their
excellent arrangements and hospitality extended to the Cambodian delegation and other
delegates since our arrival.

As mentioned earlier by His Excellency Secretary General of APA, this plenary is of crucial and
historic significance for Turkish Parliament to assume the APA Presidency from the Cambodian
Parliament in the coming moments. In this regard, and on behalf of the APA members, | wish
to congratulate the Turkish Parliament on its incoming presidency and strongly believe the
Turkish Parliament will continue to promote the important role of APA to be more active
and effective by injecting new initiatives and vital strategies in order to accelerate the
common goals of APA to achieve its common vision of building an Asian Parliament, a regional
legislature that truly reflects and represents the common aspirations of and benefits to

Asian peoples and the world.
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It seems that two years have flown very fast and our term as president is now complete.

In this short period, we have come together, worked hand in hand and achieved numerous

outcomes, addressing potential and key challenges with pride in particular ensuring peace,

stability and development for our peoples. All these great achievements can never be
done if without your active participation and joint efforts. In this regard, the Cambodian

Parliament wishes to thank all APA members and partners as well as the APA Secretary-

General and his colleagues for the good cooperation and active support and participation

in all activities hosted by the Cambodian Parliament.

The 8" Plenary in Phnom Penh in 2015 and the 9" Plenary in Siem Reap in 2016 achieved

great success and fruitful results, as did the Executive Council and Standing Committee

meetings, especially the 1" Executive Council meeting in Phnom Penh in early October.
| wish to highlight several key achievements as follows:

- The Cambodian Parliament has made its utmost efforts to continue promoting the
valuable legacy left by previous APA presidents, including the Islamic Parliament of Iran,
the House of Representative of Indonesian, the Pakistan Senate and the Parliament of
Syria, in putting enormous effort into supporting cooperation, facilitation, networking and
closer integration with the region and world.

- We have continued to sustain and promote APA work with greater effectiveness and
dynamism. In 2000, the Cambodian Parliament hosted the regional gathering of the
Association of Asian Parliamentary Assembly in 2006.

- We continued to sustain and promote peace, security, stability and sustainable development,
especially to integrate more closely with the region and the world. | wish to advise that
Cambodia has sent more than 40,000 personnel on UN peacekeeping missions to countries
around the world since 2006 including Sudan, South Sudan, the Central African Republic,
Chad, Syria, Lebanon, Mali and Cyprus.

- We have actively contributed to maintaining, preserving and promoting culture at national,
regional and international levels and the have prevented the smugsling of cultural items.
Cambodia has played and active role in promoting Asian Cultural Values and became
Chairman of the Asian Clutural Councill of the International Conference on Asian Political
Parties (ICAPP) in July. The tangible and intangible cultural heritage of Cambodia listed
by the World Heritage Committee includes the Angkor Wat and Preah Vihear temples
as well as the Royal Ballet, Khmer shadow theatre and the chapey stringed instrument.
An additional source of national pride is that another ancient temple known as Sambor
Prei Kuk, the capital of a civilization that flourished in the late 6" and 7" centuries, has
recently been given world heritage status.

- In addition to resolutions adopted by the 8" and 9" plenary sessions, we reached
consensuses on the Phnom Penh Declaration and the Siem Reap Declaration. Both reflect
our strong commitment and joint determination to build a region of peace, security,

prosperity and long-lasting development for our Asian peoples.
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Honorable Speakers, my dear friends and colleagues,

6. | deeply appreciate the Turkish Parliament for its chosen theme for the 10" Plenary which
is very important and relevant to the regional and global contemporary context as it carries
on the initiatives and substantial content and complements previous themes for discussion
and exchanges of ideas, experiences and new initiatives in order to seek key strategy to
ensure, prevent and maintain peace, security and safety which are he precondition and
indispensable factors for development. Peace and development are truly key factors for
all societies at all times and one cannot happen without the other. No country can
prosper and develop if it has no peace, or is in a state of war or instability. Obviously, for
more than three decades, Cambodia has enjoyed progress and prosperity due to peace,
political stability and national unity. Our people from all walks of life live without fear and
enjoy full rights, including political, economic and social rights, in accordance with their
needs.

7. Once again, on behalf of the Cambodian Parliament and the outgoing president, | wish to
the thank the Grand National Assembly of Turkey for their excellent arrangements and
strongly believe in the next two-year-term presidency, the Turkish Parliament under the
wise leadership of Legislative and Executive Branch, especially with the strong support of
their people, the Asian Parliamentary Assembly will be even more active, lively and
dynamic with new outcomes being achieved.

8. Before concluding my remarks, on behalf of Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng
Samrin, President of the Cambodian National Assembly and APA President, | wish to thank
once again all APA members, the Secretary General and his colleagues, and other partners
for their great support, collaboration and valuable contributions to the great successes
during Cambodia’s Presidency.

9. Last but not least, | wish to extend best wishes to the Turkish Parliament to achieve continued
success during its mandate as President. The Cambodian Parliament, other APA members
and all partner organizations will continue to support, cooperate and work together to achieve
our common goal — to build a region with genuine peace, security, stability and prosperity,
a region where no one is left behind. | also wish to convey my best wishes to all Honorable
Members, ladies and gentlemen for good health and success in your noble mission the

serve your nations and peoples.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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SPEECH NOTES FOR THE SPEAKER OF THE GRAND NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY OF TURKEY ON TURKEY’S TAKEOVER OF APA
PRESIDENCY
(NOVEMBER 22™, 2017 - 9:00 a.m.)

Distinguished Speakers,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Esteemed Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before | begin my remarks, | would like to note that | am glad to be hosting the distinguished
members of Asian parliaments in Istanbul who are present here on the occasion of the

1Oth Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly. | would like to welcome you all.

I would like to take the opportunity to extend my deepest gratitude, in your presence, to
the Kingdom of Cambodia, President of APA between 2015 and 2017, for their excellent
organization of meetings held in the capital Phnom Penh and in Siem Reap, home to the
world-famous Angkor Temples; as well as for their warm hospitality to all parliamentary

delegations they hosted.

During Cambodia’s APA Presidency, Mr. Speaker Heng Samrin chaired the 8" and 9" Plenary
Sessions held in a constructive and result-oriented environment; contributing substantially

to the activities of our Assembly throughout the process.

We would like to hereby extend our gratitude to Dr. Ngoun Nhel, the Second Deputy Speaker
of the Cambodian Parliament, who chaired the Organization Committee in a professional

and impartial manner, thereby making a significant contribution to the success of the meetings.
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Statement of
H.E. Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi
Secretary General of the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) in APA 10" Plenary
Istanbul, Turkey
22 November 2017

Honorable Chairman, Mr. Ismail KAHRAMAN,
Speaker of Grand National Assembly of Turkey and

New President of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

His Excellency Dr. Nguon Nhel,
Vice-President of the National Assembly of Cambodia and

Chairman of the 1% APA Executive Council,

Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

At the outset, let me congratulate you Mr. Chairman, for presiding over this important
meeting of 10th APA Plenary Session in this beautiful and historical city of Istanbul. | am confident
that through your strong leadership and wisdom, we will accomplish each and every one of the
objectives set for this meeting. | would also wish to register my sincere appreciation for the
warm hospitality extended to all of us by the Provisional APA Secretariat in the host parliament

of Turkey.
Mr. Chairman,

It is with great pleasure to inform you that as a result of numerous substantive meetings
of APA Member Parliaments' delegations, which culminated during Cambodia's presidency,
several important resolutions concerning the vital issues pertaining to the Asian community were
drafted, tabled and adopted by APA's Standing Committees on Social and Cultural Affairs, Political

Affairs, Economic and Sustainable Development Affairs, and Staff and Financial Regulations.

Although these resolutions contain high hopes and aspirations of the Asian people
and we should all do our utmost to uphold and implement them to the highest extent possible,
we need, at the same time, to tackle the issue from a different angle as well. There are
resolutions which might be called “visionary” meaning that they represent the common concemn
or views of APA Member Parliaments. Through these resolutions we have our voice heard by

the world community and, at the same time, share their concern among ourselves.
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On the other hand, the APA has adopted its resolutions at the highest political level,

demanding measures to be carried out, and missions to be tasked and implemented, by the

Secretariat as well as the Member Parliaments. These measures and missions have been mainly

clustered in the operative parts of our resolutions, calling on the concerned parties to implement

them. We need to focus on these ones to witness APA's objectives being materialized as we

proceed from one meeting to another.

Now, let me briefly name a few of such operative paragraphs:

1.

As far as the Standing Committee on Political Affairs is concerned, we have the

following tasks in front of us:

a. Consultation and coordination with Asian academic institutions, think-tanks
and other similar entities in support and to promote APA's activities;

b. Identifying APA Members' priority topics for receiving and offering training courses.

With respect to the Standing Committed on Sustainable Development, there

are the following missions:

a. Linking Asia's energy demands and supplies through the Asian Integrated Energy
Market;

b. Establishing an Asian Information Center concerning Sustainable Development
Goals (or SDGs).

The Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs has called on the following:

a. Close cooperation with UNESCO, UNAOC and other similar organizations to
promote cultural diversity;

b. Work with Asian universities to do research on the identification of common

cultures in Asia.

Similar items can be found in APA resolutions concerning "measures against corruption’,

women parliamentarians and so on.

While | would like to draw the full attention of all esteemed delegates present here

to properly address the dilemma of focusing more on the implementation of APA resolutions

already before us, as opposed to drafting and adopting more resolutions, | venture to state

that there are many other practical and important, pressing issues which we are yet to

address such as:

1.

o LR

Marginalization of people with disabilities in Asia societies;

Tourism and the role which Asian parliaments can play to promote this industry;
Cooperation among the libraries and documents archives of Asian parliaments;
Youth, and prevention of violence, as a threat to the Asian civil societies;
Women and Sport in the context of promoting social health in Asia;
International Decade for the Rapprochement of Asian Cultures which provides

a unique opportunity for Asian integration.
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Mr. Chairman,

| tried to provide your Excellency and all honorable participants with a critical, and
yet, constructive view of our activities hoping that it would serve as a breeding ground for our

future work.

You will excuse me if my presentation was somehow a bit lengthy but | felt obliged

to offer my thoughts for the betterment of our nations as a whole.

Thank you for your understanding and patience.
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Speech
Delivered by Hon. Gen. Nipat THONGLEK

Leader of the Thai Delegation to the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

at the Tenth Plenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
21" - 24” November, 2017
Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

Your Excellencies,
Honorables,
Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai delegation, | would like to express my great honour to be here
among my dear friends, APA delegates, in this auspicious occasion the Tenth Plenary Session of
APA in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey.

For more than 10 years that APA was founded under the conceptual idea of friendship
and peace. The organization has produced several outcomes that gain the mutual interest among
its member countries and global community in variety of aspects such as Political, Economic,
Socio-cultural, and Financial affairs. Since | have joined the APA as one of the Thai delegation
attending several of APA meetings for more than two years. | obviously see many tremendous
developments of our organization which aims to leverage itself to be more concretion and more
consolidation. | and my team, the Thai delegation, as one of the mechanism, have tried our best
to drive APA works striking its goals, to drive our works to be more visible in the international
community. And | have tried to show that APA can be more than the legislative organization

but also correlate with people in our region and can be voice of our region.

Besides, APA has put many attempts to the variety of international concerns. It has
perceived Economic and Sustainable Development Affairs as one of the most significant matters
and has tried to find a wide - range cooperation among member countries as well as the international
fora outside its organization coping with the global financial crisis for sustainable development.
Not only one aspect we concerns, but also politics and socio-cultural issues which are related
to the world dynamic nowadays. The differences among developed, developing and under

developed countries still exist and the gap of the mentioned imbalance need to be eliminated.
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This will lead to the related problems affecting community such as drug and human trafficking
and exploitation, smusggling natural resources. These tiny points of problem will spillover across

the world community if we ignore.

The chronicle problems will not be remediated only by myself. It will be succeed
because every one of us put our hands to help each other to make it real. | demand to inspire
every one of you to work together, not only Thailand, but all of the APA member countries.
In this auspicious occasion, | am much obliged to APA Secretary General for your hard works and
sacrificed yourself to the organization and your vision is very colossally common interest to APA.
APA members, you are the key mechanism to make the dream come true, to make the intangible

to be tangible under the concept of friendship.

In this light, it is my very great honour to inform you that, by early of the year 2019,
Thailand will be the host of the APA Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs. This
forum will open every one of us to talk and exchange our views to find the best practice in the
issue of socio-cultural concerns. |, in the name of the Thai Delegation and the Thai Parliament,
would like to welcome every one of you to join a very good experience in one of the best
place in the world, Kingdom of Thailand. See you in Thailand at that time.

Thank you very much.
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Intervention
by Hon. Gen. Nipat THONGLEK

Leader of the Thai Delegation to the Asian Parliamentary Assembly

at the Energy Advisory Group Meeting of the APA
22™ November 2017
Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

Mr. Chairperson,

Distinguished Delegates,

Thank you very much for giving me a chance to share my views and express the
position of Thailand on the global and regional energy situation.

First of all, | would like to express my appreciation to the host, the Turkish Parliament,
Furthermore, | would like to extend my special thanks to His Excellency ismail KAHRAMAN,
Speaker of the National Assembly of Turkey and President of APA, for his remarkable role as

the Chairperson of the 10" Plenary Session.
Mr. Chairperson,

Thailand hosted the 7" Asian Energy Ministerial Roundtable Meeting in Bangkok on
1 — 3 November 2017 under the theme of “Global Energy Markets in Transition : From Vision
to Action”. This Ministerial Roundtable Meeting will be a platform for more than 24 Energy
Ministers from energy producing and consuming countries in Asia and more than 11 Heads of
leading International Organizations to meet and discuss the energy security implications of
potential energy market transition pathways through comprehensive policy dialogue. As we
know, Asia has huge potentials for regional cooperation. Therefore, the purpose of the meeting
is to discuss on energy future between the energy producing countries and the energy consuming
countries in Asia, the current energy situation, the future of energy supply and demand, the challenges
of energy security emphasizing on oil and natural gas, and the implications for energy efficiency
and sustainability. Additionally, Asia is the strategic location for energy transition. Collaboration
among all countries in Asia should be supported. At the above-historical meeting, all countries

stand ready to act appropriately for energy security for all. Thank you very much.
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Speech
Delivered by Hon. Mrs. Suwannee SIRIVEJCHAPUN
Member of the Thai National Legislative Assembly

at the meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians
on 22" November 2017
Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

Madam Chair,
Secretary-General of the APA
Distinguishes Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

For Thailand we don’t have any specific statement for this woman forum but | just
would like to take this opportunity to share information of Thailand on women development.
Thailand has already promulgated Gender Equality Act. Under this Act, there is a mechanism for
anyone who has been discriminated because of gender to submit a complaint to the authority.
As to this meeting, | would express our support from all proposals of Russia, Turkey, Indonesia
and UAE.

- One point that | would like to emphasize is in one of Social and Cultural Affairs of
the APA Meeting, we have already adopted the resolution that at least one delegate from each
APA Member to attend the meeting have to be women. | would like to ask the Secretary-General

of the APA to make this really happen.

- As to the Women Parliamentarians to segregate as one of Standing Committee

of the APA, | would like to support this proposal because this is in line with AIPA and IPU.

- Last but not least | emphasize that we cannot exclude men from women
parliamentarians really because there are a lot of things that men and women have to work
together to solve the issues. By working together it will make the solving of any issue more
effective. And | would ask all of us here to give applaud to all men in this meeting because
you are really “He For She”.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Intervention
Delivered by Hon. Mrs. Suwannee SIRIVEJCHAPUN
Member of the Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation

at Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs
on 22nd November 2017
Istanbul, Republic of Turkey

Madam Chair,
Distinguishes Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation, it is my great honor
to be here among my dear colleagues, the APA delegations of the Standing Committee on Social
and Cultural Affairs. | would like to extend my appreciation to His Excellency ismail KAHRAMAN,
Speaker of the National Assembly of Turkey and President of APA, for his remarkable role as the
Chairperson of the 10" Plenary Session and honorable Dr. Mohammad Reza Majidi, APA Secretary
General including his effective staff for the preparation of study report on the social and cultural

issues which helps conceptualize us on the substances concerned.

Let me introduce one of the Thai National Legislative Assembly actions to deal with
the educational inequity opportunity that is the implement of National Education Act, Child
and Youth Development Promotion Act and Education Provision for Persons with Disabilities
Act. All mentioned laws aim to increase efficiency and alternatives, and expand access to

education services of Thai people.

For culture and society, Thailand has preserved its unique identity and traditions over
the centuries, while also welcoming diverse cultures reaching its shores as the Kingdom increased
its contacts with the outside world. Thai people are well-known for their friendliness, generosity

and tolerance, regardless of gender, race and faith.

Additionally, culture, arts and religions have been upheld on the basis of freedom
and integration. This has allowed the country to remain open to the outside world, ready to
adopt innovations that benefit society. Culture is recognised as an important element of the
Kingdom'’s social fabric and its dynamic economy, enabling all citizens to uphold their virtues,

to live together peacefully and to continually adapt to change. Again, the Royal Thai Government
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respects fundamental freedoms and basic human rights. This reflects in the current Constitution
of Thailand, which protects all human dignity, rights, liberties and equality of the people under

Constitutional Monarchy.
Dear Madam Chair / and Colleagues

| believe that all APA members support the principle of “we will leave no one behind,”
therefore, with the spirit of the mentioned principle and the cooperation between our parliaments,

governments and APA members, this will help to lead us to be in the better world.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament”

APA/Res/2017/01
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the document titled “Foundations of an Asian Parliament” prepared by the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Permanent Secretariat in May, 2014,

Further recalling the Lahore Declaration adopted on 3" Dec, 2014 by APA Plenary that established
the Special Committee on the Creation of the Asian Parliament (SCCAP), to consult with Member
Parliaments in order to formulate a road map for Asian Parliament, reflecting the emergence

of the Asian Century;

Emphasizing that the creation of an Asian Parliament is a long term objective, various aspects
of which need to be explored as stipulated in the report of APA Standing Committee on Political
Affairs held on 2 June 2016 in Jordan;

Welcoming the decision made in the meeting of the SCCAP convened in Jordan in June 2016
and approved by the 9" APA Plenary meeting in 2016, that the SCCAP will function under the
APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs;

Recalling the discussion of the SCCAP meeting held on 29 November 2016, Siem Reap, Kingdom

of Cambodia;

Therefore,

1. Reiterate our resolve to continue efforts and support the fulfillment of SCCAP’s
objectives;

2. Support the step by step and inclusive efforts of the SCCAP in promoting cooperation
through consultation with Member Parliaments on common issues such as
environment, poverty alleviation, trade and regional connectivity amongst others;

3. Support the creation of sub-regional groups in the APA for providing input to
the SCCAP. The Sub-Regional groups for the purpose of the Asian Parliaments
shall submit their input through the APA secretariat to the SCCAP which will
place a report containing the proposals before the Standing Committee on
Political Affairs before every plenary;
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Resolution on “Good Governance”

APA/Res/2017/02
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Realizing that good governance is inextricably linked to sustainable development which leads

to stability and prosperity;

Recalling, UN Commission on Human Rights Resolution No. 2005/68 of 20 April 2005, UN
Human Rights Council Resolution No.7/11 of 27 March 2008 on “Good Governance for the

Promotion of Human Rights” and as well as the “United Nations Millennium Declaration”;

Recognizing the importance of good governance in the achievement of SDGs as one of means

to build peaceful, just and inclusive societies;

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, the Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1969, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
1976, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1976, the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979, the Convention against
Torture, 1987, the Convention on the Rights of Child, 1990, which provides every citizen, irrespective

of gender, religion or race, a right to take part in the public affairs;

Therefore,

1. Reiterate that good governance is a key to achieving inclusive economic, social
and institutional development;

2. Recognizes that transparency in all its forms and manifestations, free, responsible
media, right to information, popular participation in government, and a vibrant
civil society are the pillars of good governance;

Suggests that Member Parliaments may provide indicators for good governance;

4. Stresses upon the Member Parliaments to identify gaps in governance which
may lead to poverty, injustice and terrorism resulting in the weakening of democratic
institutions;

5. Calls upon Member Parliaments to ensure as appropriate enhanced participation
of women, youth and persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic

minorities in the national political process;
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Resolution on Rule of “Law and Judicial Empowerment”

APA/Res/2017/03
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which are indispensable foundations

for a more peaceful, prosperous and a conflict free world;

Recognizing that the rule of law is essential for all states equally, and respect for and promotion

of the rule of law and justice are the guiding principles for every state;

Further recognizing that all persons, institutions and entities, public and private, have a right
to be accorded equal protection of the law and to be treated in accordance with the law,

without any discrimination;

Recommending all members States Reaffirming the duty of all Member States to settle their
international disputes through peaceful means, including, negotiation, dialogue, mediation,

conciliation, arbitration and judicial settlement;

Further reaffirming that the rule of law is and the protection of human rights can realize

through the empowerment of the judiciary;

Convinced that the rule of law and sustainable development are inextricably linked and
mutually reinforcing, and are an essential prerequisite for the realization of all human rights

and fundamental freedoms;
Therefore,

1. Stress the importance of civilian capacity development through rule of law;

2. Stress the importance of institutional strengthening by maintaining the rule of

law;

3. Urge Member Parliaments to ensure compliance with international humanitarian
laws, as they are an indispensable prerequisite for improving the situation of
victims of armed conflict, through enactment of appropriate legislation and

development of oversight mechanisms;
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Commit to ensure that impunity is not tolerated for genocide, war crimes and
crimes against humanity or for violations of international humanitarian law and
gross violations of human rights law, based on the principles of international
cooperation and non-interference of States in the internal affairs of other States,

in accordance with international law;

Encourage the promotion of a system of justice which incorporates the full
range of judicial measures to ensure accountability, justice, provide remedies
to victims, reconciliation, and establish independent oversight;

Reiterate our strong and unequivocal condemnation of terrorism and extremism
in all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for
whatever purposes, as it constitutes one of the most serious threats to the of

Law; and

Emphasize the importance of our continued efforts for promotion of the rule
of law in all its aspects, and to take steps to strengthen the rule of law for

realization of peace and security, human rights and development.
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Resolution on “Good Parliamentary Practices”

APA/Res/2017/04
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Noting the ever increasing and assertive role of parliaments in public affairs and in the

promotion of democratization for ensuring good governance;

Taking into account the fact that 181 states have adopted parliamentary systems for managing

their national affairs;

Noting the cardinal role that parliaments play in a democratic polity and in addressing issues

of public importance;

Recognizing that parliaments must be truly representative, transparent, accessible, accountable

and effective in its functions;

Therefore,

1.

Urge APA Member Parliaments to adopt transparent modes of public coommunications,
through ensuring access to their administrative system and to develop their

own websites and broadcasting channels;

Further urge APA Member Parliaments to devise effective outreach mechanisms
for engagement with public, including, civil society, with a view to ensure their

meaningful contribution in the legislative processes;

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to adopt measures for ensuring public
confidence in the integrity of parliamentarians, through enforceable codes of
conduct and transparency in managing the affairs of political parties and their

funding;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to streamline their legislative process by

encouraging public hearing in respective constituencies;

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to ensure their effective participation at
regional and international forums with a view to promote transnational collaboration
amongst Member Parliaments, and to devise a strategy towards this end by
the APA;
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Also call upon APA Member Parliaments to ensure their oversight of the executive,
particularly, in the formulation of international policy, and to make recommendations
to their respective governments towards a peaceful settlement of international

disputes;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to adopt positive measures for ensuring a

participation of women, minorities and marginalized communities in their working;

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to promote inter-parliamentary cooperation
through formation of friendship groups and working groups on issues of common

interest;

Further Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage developing democracies
through sharing their experiences and best parliamentary practices and provide
technical and other required support with a view to facilitate their process of

democratization.
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Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia
Through Friendship and Cooperation

APA/Res/2017/05
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling relevant APA resolutions on Advancing the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation
in Asia (APA/Res/2015/01, 11 December 2015); Resolution on Measures and Methods of
Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01, 3
December 2014); Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2013/01, 9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on Principles
of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09, 30 November 2010); Resolution on
Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation
in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008) and Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia;
(APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November 2007); Text of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship
and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007);

Relying on deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy, politics, and civilization

which bind Asian nations together;

Recognizing the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, Parliaments, and
States as an indispensable asset which need to be further strengthened by all kinds of inter-

governmental; inter-parliamentary as well as inter-national interaction and cooperation;

Deploring the current widespread war and violence in West Asia which undermine peace and

security and entail massive killing and indiscriminate targeting of innocent people;

Offering in Good Faith all our capacities and capabilities in parliamentary diplomacy for mediation,
reconciliation, and supporting dialogue with a view to promoting friendship and cooperation

and contribute to peaceful resolution of conflicts in Asia;

Emphasizing the fundamental role of democracy and human rights in the promotion of friendship
and cooperation in Asia and calling upon all Member Parliaments and their respective Governments

to ensure equal and non-discriminatory access of their citizens to civil rights;

Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia

as a proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia;
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Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific, and

commercial relations among all Asian States and further interaction among Asian Parliaments

and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration;

1.

Urge collective and concerted efforts by all Asian States whose parliaments are
APA Members to provide humanitarian assistance of all kinds to the vulnerable

people in war-torn countries;

Call Upon all Asian States to direct their diplomatic efforts at reducing political
tensions and utilize all ways and means within their power to avoid and de-escalate
controversies which have potential to undermine principles of friendship and

cooperation in Asia;

Urge Asian Parliaments to disseminate information about the APA Declaration
on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means
including parliamentary and state publications, parliamentary friendship groups,

public programs, etc.

Decide that every Member Parliament would motivate public and private media
networks, websites and the like at local and national levels to engage in promoting
and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of
the adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of

Friendship and Cooperation in Asia;

Encourage Asian academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers, universities
and educational institutions, as well as professional associations throughout
Asia to take part in promoting and adhering to the tenets and guidelines enshrined

in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,

Call upon all APA Member Parliaments to inform the APA Secretariat of measures
they have taken in promoting the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship

and Cooperation in Asia

Request the Secretary-General to continue his consultations and coordination
with the APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and
academic institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining

to Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.
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Resolution on Asian Parliaments and

Governments Together for Prosperity in Asia

APA/Res/2017/06
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),

Recalling APA resolutions on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian Governments
(APA/Res/2015/02, 11 December 2015); Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-
Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02);, Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together
for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02, 9 December 2013), Measures for Enhancing
Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and
resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member
Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10,
November 2008);

Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and Governments

of APA Member Parliaments;

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations

on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;

1. Urge all Member Parliaments to inform relevant high-ranking officials of their
respective governments of the great potentials, activities, and achievements
of the APA as the largest inter-parliamentary organization in Asia and report

thereon to the Secretariat for circulation;

2. Decide to form APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates
from volunteer Member Parliaments under the supervision of the APA
Vice-President for Political Affairs, and in full coordination with the APA
Secretariat, to hold contacts and meetings with relevant inter-parliamentary
and inter-governmental organizations, with a view to converging points of view
and considering possible joint initiatives pertaining to regional and global issues,

including the creation of an Asian Parliament;

3. Encourage Member Parliaments to seek the views of their respective Governments
on the subject of Asian Parliament and to contribute to the work of the APA Special
Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) by providing their points

of views and analyses of the subject matter;
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4. Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority desirable
topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training and best
practices, and share them with other Parliaments through the APA Secretariat,
in order to organize training programs on exchanging best practices and learning

from each other;

5. Request the Vice-President for Political Affairs to report to the Executive Council
and the Plenary Sessions on his/her activities pertaining to the formation of working
groups from interested Member Parliaments to focus on the implementation

of APA decisions on political affairs;

6. Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and communications
with inter-governmental as well as inter-parliamentary organizations who work
on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in order to facilitate further
interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a view to enhancing
cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and report thereon
to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and the

Executive Council.
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Resolution on Asian Parliaments’

Unwavering Support for the Palestinian People

APA/Res/2017/07
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Supporting Palestinian State and Protecting Rights of Palestinian
People, (APA/Res/2013/03, 9 December 2013); Violations of International Humanitarian Law in
the Palestine and the War Crimes Committed By the Zionist Regime in Gaza (APA/Res/2009/01,
8 December 2009); and Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine Particularly in the Gaza Strip (APA/Res/2008/08,
29 November 2008), and the catastrophic humanitarian impact of the aggressive war on the
Gaza Strip in July 2014,

Inspired by the Principles and objectives enshrined in the APA Charter and the relevant APA

resolutions;

Committed to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels

on the basis of justice and the rule of law;

Affirming the responsibility of the intemational community to support implementation of resolutions
and recommendations of the United Nations Security Council; the UN General Assembly; the
Human Rights Council; and the APA pertinent to the situation in Palestine, particularly in Al-Quds
Al-Sharif (East Jerusalem);

Supporting the establishment of an independent Palestinian State with al-Quds al-Sharif

(East Jerusalem) as its capital, on the borders of June 4, 1967,

Denouncing the declared intention of the US to transfer its embassy and discouraging the

transfer of any other embassy to Jerusalem;

Expressing serious concems on Israel’s lack of commitment to abide by resolutions and recommendations
of the UN Security Council, the General Assembly, the Human Rights Council, the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, and the APA regarding the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territories,

particularly in Al-Quds Al-Sharif (East Jerusalem);

Reaffirming the applicability of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to the protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian territories, including
Al-Quds Al-Sharif (East Jerusalem);
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Recognizing that Israel’s severe violations of international humanitarian law and of the human

rights of Palestinian people undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting

peace in the region;

1.

Urge all Members of the APA to support and treat the State of Palestine as a

full member of the United Nations,

Denounce all violations of international law which threaten international peace
and security including all acts of terrorism and organized crimes; and violations

of human rights committed by the Israeli occupying forces in Palestine.

Encourage all members of the international community to take up with the
pressure on lIsrael to immediately release all the Palestinian prisoners including
the Members of the Palestinian Parliament; dismantle all illegal settlements

as well as the entire separating wall and an end to confiscating Palestinian lands.

Declare all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by Israel,
including expropriation of land and properties which tend to change the legal

status of Jerusalem as invalid and bearing no legal effect on their original status.

Condemn Israel’s continuation of building settlements defying applicable
international law particularly Security Council resolution 2334 of December 2016;
disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinian People including their right
to resist and protest against foreign occupation of their lands; and hampering

international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the region;

Express grave concerns on the suppression and injustice, as well as violence
practiced against the Palestinian people, particularly women and children, in
the occupied Palestinian territories under the Israeli occupation including East

Jerusalem, and in the Syrian Golan occupied by Israel;

Call Upon all members of the APA and the United Nations as well as all regional
and international organizations concerned, particularly the United Nations Security
Council and the International Criminal Court to address, under the UN Charter
and the Rome Statute, the crimes against humanity and the war crimes committed

by Israel in Palestine which threaten the international peace and security;

Praise the decision taken by the European Union not to purchase any products
produced in the settlements based in the occupied territories and call on

states of the APA Member Parliaments to act in a similar way;

Demand Israel to stop the systematic destruction of the Palestinian cultural
heritage as well as the destruction of public and private properties, as laid down
in the Fourth Geneva Convention;
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10. Reject the unlawful resolutions adopted by the Israeli Kennesit such as Judaisation
of the Jerusalem and the Citizenship Loyalty Law, denying the State of Palestine

and the rights of Palestinian People in the occupied territories;

11. Call Upon the international community to fulfill its pledges to rebuild and
rehabilitate people in Gaza which have been destroyed by Israeli forces and

to support the Palestinian in the occupied Palestine
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Resolution on Asian Integrated Energy Market

APA/Res/2017/08
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia (APA/Res/2015/05) adopted at
the 8th APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA meetings.

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on the Asian Integrated Energy Market (AIEM),
and the meeting of the Energy Sub-Committee held in Islamabad, Pakistan, on 27 July 2016;

Considering the role of energy market integration between West and East Asia in the future

due to high rate of energy consumption in the East and South of Asia.

Concerned about the political crisis in the West Asia in recent years as a real obstacle for

the realization of Asian Integrated Energy Market;

Recognizing that “Integrated Asian Energy Market” can help the Asian countries to maximize
the interests of both producers and consumers and minimize the risks and costs of energy in

Asia;

Welcoming the strong support of North-East, East and South-East Asia for “Integrated Asian
Energy Market”;

Emphasizing the need to develop multilateral co-operation among Asian countries and the
work of APA to develop an Integrated Energy Market in Asia as efforts to provide a sustainable,
green and clean energy as they are crucial for the climate change mitigation and the attainment

of the Sustainable Development Goals;

Reaffirming the importance of adoption and implementation of environmentally sound energy

policies and projects throughout Asia;

Welcoming the decreasing trend of energy intensity in the most regions of the world, particularly
in Asia;
Welcoming the Asian governments’ commitments to reduce carbon emissions affecting global

warming and environment;

Emphasizing the importance of unimpeded flows of energy sources, technologies and capital,
and acknowledging that clean and renewable energy needs to be affordable to all;
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Recognizing that sustainable development, energy access, and energy security are critical to
the shared prosperity and future of the region;

Supporting a wider use of Natural gas as an economically efficient and ecologically clean
fuel to promote sustainable development as well as to reduce the greenhouse emissions in
accordance with the Paris Agreement on the climate change;

Stressing on the commitment of APA members to cooperate and coordinate regionally and
globally in the field of renewable energy, with the aim of joining up efforts, standards, norms,
and objectives;

Encouraging parliaments to develop strategies that support governments in relation to
sustainable development, and to expand in depending on clean, renewable energy, such as
the solar, hydropower, nuclear, and wind energies and priority should be given to the utilization
of water as a source, when applicable;

Calling on APA Member Countries to foster cooperation through joint research initiatives and
transfer technology on clean renewable energy;

1. Decide to expand the mandate of the Advisory Group on Energy to link the demand
and the supply for energy in Asia and to promote the sustainable use of energy,
in line with the spirit enshrined in the UN Summit 2015 Declaration to secure
our planet for present and future generations;

2. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments
to expand bilateral and multilateral cooperation among Asian countries in the
field of energy and its sustainability and to link such efforts with the existing
international commitments such as the SDGs and the UN Framework Convention
for Climate Change (UNFCCQ);

3. Call up APA Member States in South and West Asia to respond positively and
urgently to the appeal of “Integrated Asian Energy Market” in North-East, East
and South-East Asia;

4. Urge all Members of APA Parliaments to report to the Secretary-General on their
national experiences in the field of increasing energy efficiency and their energy
policies for the betterment of the information of the Advisory Group and to be
forwarded to the Plenary;

5. Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the
implementation of this resolution and to report thereon to the next meeting of
the Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development Affairs;
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Resolution on Environmental Issues

APA/Res/2017/09
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and Planting
Billions of Trees Throughout Asia (APA/Res/2015/07) adopted at the 8" APA Plenary in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and other

relevant APA resolutions;

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and
Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2016/03-2 dated
20 July 2016;

Adhering to the important role of environment in the sustainable development and meeting
needs of increasing world population particularly countries of Asia which are facing dire

consequences of climate change;

Recognizing the need to pursue the sustainable development namely the economic growth,
social development and environmental protection in a balanced and mutually supportive

mannetr;

Highlighting the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing processes
such as that the implementation of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCQ),
UN Convention Biological Diversity (UNCBD), UN Convention to Combat Desertification and the
outcome of the International Conference on Financing for Development among others is linked

with global sustainable development agenda;

Emphasizing the natural capital such as forests, biodiversity, freshwater, and coastal and marine

ecosystems as being essential to making “green economies” a reality;

Recognizing that climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible threat to
human societies and the planet and thus requires the widest possible cooperation by all
countries, and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response, with

a view to accelerating the mitigation efforts;
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Underlining the necessity of a comprehensive and long-term strategy to combat desertification
and marine life deterioration, thus improving the living conditions of the people living in arid,

semi-arid and coastal areas;

Recognizing the significance of exchanging information on environmental issues among Asian
countries and transfer of environmental technology, in particular scientific and technical assistance,
from those states with high capabilities in the area of sustainable development to less developed

states in Asia;

Recognizing the urgent need to enhance the provision of finance, technology and capacity building
support by developed country Parties, in a predictable manner, to enable enhanced pre-2020

action by developing country Parties;

Concerned about the negative environmental impact of unbridled energy consumption on

a global scale and particularly in Asia;

Encouraging Asian parliaments of the countries which supported the Doha amendment to
the Kyoto Protocol to speed up their acceptance of the second commitment period of the
Kyoto Protocol, in order to provide further momentum for global climate action for the years
leading up to 2020;

Calling up on developed countries and international institutions to assist Asian developing
countries, in their efforts to deal with negative consequences of environmental degradation
effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology transfer

and financing environmentally sound technology from developed to developing countries;

Emphasizing that substantive involvement of APA in the latest state of affairs as regards the
ongoing negotiations within the context of UNFCCC, exchange of views among Member
Parliaments and striving for bringing as much coordination and collaboration as possible in
relevant negotiating for a with a view to serving and improving the common regional interest

of Asia is a compelling imperative;

Acknowledging the importance of enhancing the role of civil society, NGOs, policy think tanks,
business and academia in the protection of environment through their inputs to the environmental

policy formulation as well as implementation at the local, national and regional levels;

Emphasizing the importance of cooperation among Member Parliaments with regard to efforts

to combat desertification;

Recognizing the success by Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development
(UNCSD) in raising global awareness and international collaboration in the economic and

environmental fields and the promotion of transparency;
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Recalling the role of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in strengthening and
building national capacity to promote sustainable management of the environment and in the

implementation of programs that take into account environmental considerations;

Agreeing to uphold and promote regional and international cooperation in order to mobilize
stronger and more ambitious climate action by all Parties and non-Party stakeholders, including
civil society, the private sector, financial institutions, cities and other sub-national authorities,

local communities and indigenous peoples;

Stressing that all parties, including the business sectors have responsibility to preserve and
conserve environment and that any ecological and environmental damage should be held

responsible, according to the prevailing laws and regulations;

Stressing the central role of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in providing

for collective international response to the challenge of the global climate change;

Welcome the adoption of Paris Agreement at the 21th session of the Conference of the Parties
of UNFCCC in December 2015;

1. Invite APA developed members to assess how loss and damage due to climate

change affects the world, particularly vulnerable developing countries in Asia;

2. Invite also Members of APA parliaments to be mindful of the right to a ecologically

balanced environment;

3. Urge Member Parliaments to modify, or enact, laws according to their respective
needs to enforce strict protection of natural habitats and environment, as well

as people, threatened by environmental deterioration;

4. Call upon all Member Parliaments to promote the efficiency and effectiveness
of targeted development programs through coordination efforts, including by
UNDP;

5. Call upon APA Member countries to take steps for public awareness concerning
environmental protection and facilitating implementation of a global-scale system
of interconnected collective and national efforts to mitigate negative anthropogenic

impact on climate with a view to achieve sustainable development;

6. Urge APA Parliaments to support Sustainable Development Goals with regard

to environmental issues by adopting appropriate legislation;

7. Call on APA member countries to uphold rule of law on environmental issues

and to share good practices on that matters;
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Invite the APA Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal
actions deemed appropriate and instrumental in encouraging the governments
to formulate and implement legislations, policies and measures with regard to

the following:

® Integrating climate policies in broader development policies with a view to

making implementation and overcoming barriers easier;

® Financing and encouraging R&D for low carbon or cleaner technologies with
a view to stimulating technological advances, reduce costs, and enable progress

toward stabilization;

® Legalizing then necessity of observing the Environment Impact Assessment
(EIA) as a step towards bringing a balance between the three pillars of sustainable
development namely: economic growth, social development and environmental

protection;

® Encouraging the maximum possible interaction, coordination, integrity and
solidarity among Asian delegations involved in climate change negotiations
with a view to providing for a collective wisdom by Asia as their common
interests which in turn shall strengthen Asian regionalism and contribute to

the cause of an Asian integration;

® Interacting with and make collective attempts with other Asian States Parties
for pushing the environmental priorities and urgencies of Asia within the agenda
of financial and technological mechanisms of environment related instruments
such as Global Environmental Facility (GEF), those operating within UNEP and

the established technological and financial mechanisms in Durban in 2011,

Invite APA Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on
environmental issues and provide, on a voluntary basis, the data and information
concerning issues related to sustainable development, climate change and other
environment related major issues to the Secretariat to be compiled in a data

base for the reference and use by all Member Parliaments;

Invite also APA Member Parliaments, who are in a position to do so, to provide
material and technical support to APA members in their efforts to combat climate

change and desertification;

Call on parliamentarians from APA to urge their respective governments to publish

Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) after Paris Summit;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to support the objectives of the Paris Agreement
to control and reduce the greenhouse gasses, early complete the system of law

and policy in line with international commitment in response to climate change;
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Note with concern that the estimated aggregate greenhouse gas emission levels
in 2025 and 2030 resulting from the intended nationally determined contributions

do not fall within least-cost 2°C scenarios;

Note also that much greater emission reduction efforts will be required than
those associated with the intended nationally determined contributions in order
to hold the increase in the global average temperature to below 2°C above

pre-industrial levels to 1.5°C above preindustrial levels;

Recommend action be taken by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) within existing
framework to assist the Asian region and especially its developing nations with
mitigating the effects of climate change and protecting natural resources in
order to ensure a healthy environment for future generations focused on aiding
developing countries to promote mitigation, as appropriate and adapt to the

increasing effects of climate change and the protection of natural resources;

Call upon APA to expand partnership with country and partner outside the region
to exchange information on climate change, and natural disaster, mobilized financial
resources to invest in project related to clean and energy saving technologies,
and establish a research center in Asia to provide aid to the developing Asian
countries in support for national policy programs with regards to sustainable

Information and Communication Technology (ICT);

Recommend APA Members to deliberate the mechanism for an Asia wide
response in times of natural disasters and calamities to provide timely aid

and rescue to those in need of help;

Request developed APA Member Parliaments to offer advice to the other members
on how to acquire and effectively utilize the tools to combat economic shocks
resulting from climate change, such as damage to property and Infrastructure,
lost productivity, mass migration, and coping costs through the preparation of
sustainable policies pertaining to disaster preparation programs with special
attention given to the needs of the rural population; rain water harvesting; green
roofs; river embankment strengthening; food silos; early warning systems; and

information and communication technology to facilitate information sharing;

Request the Secretary General to seek the views of APA Member Parliaments on
the implementation of the present resolution and report there on to the next

session of the Standing-Committee in 2018;
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Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth

APA/Res/2017/10
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA resolution on the ramification of International Financial Crisis for the Economies
of Countries of APA Member Parliaments, APA/Res/2015/13 and other relevant APA resolutions;

Expressing concern with the repercussions of the sovereign defaults and financial markets

volatility to the economic growth in APA countries;

Noting that a social order based on justice and egalitarianism is of critical importance to
accelerate social and economic progress everywhere, help in achieving international peace

and harmony;

Appreciating the measures that have already been taken by Asian Parliaments and their
governments to contain the negative impacts of economic crisis in their economies, and expect

them to take further steps to stimulate their respective economies;

Noting that the economic growth in Asian Economies has not been shared equally in the
society whereby the Gini Coefficient, as reported by the Asian Development Bank, had grown
significantly over the last decades and that regional cooperation which have already existed
in Asia could serve as a platform for enhancing cooperation among sub regional economic

organization that would improve welfare for all in Asia;

Noting that peace and stability in the region is an important contributor to economic growth and
that occupation, violence and political instability act as inhibitors for economic development

and that maintaining regional collaboration on political stability is crucial;

Recognizing also the necessity to effectively reform the current global financial architecture

so as to achieve a more balanced world economic and financial order;

Encouraging parliaments to adopt policies through their legislative and scrutiny roles aiming
to enhance the role of the private sector and increasing its contribution to economic

integration, in order to create the appropriate jobs or opportunity of jobs;
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Emphasizing parliaments on the role of the private sector by influencing national expenditure

policies through the roles of parliaments, particularly with regard to discussions and approval

of budgets and final accounts, as well as the adoption of investment laws and the provision

of incentives and guarantees for private sector growth;

1.

Call upon Asian governments to take new policy approaches to develop a
more comprehensive and innovative growth strategies needed to sustain a more
resilient, balanced, sustainable and inclusive economic growth that is necessary
means to create decent jobs and reduce inequalities to promote the formation

of a regional SME's network;

Stress upon Member Parliaments to remove all obstacles to socio-economic
progress and all forms of discriminations, including, but not limited to, those
on the basis of race, colour, creed, cast, sex, language, religion, nationality, and

ethnicity;

Call upon APA Parliaments to ensure by all means respect for the dignity and
value of all human beings and ensure adherence to human rights and social

justice by legislative and oversight means, ensuring equality of opportunity for all;

Encourage Member Parliaments to work on an informal debate at APA platform
on the potential benefits of social justice in their respective countries and promote

greater cooperation for equitable economic development in Asia;

Call upon APA member parliaments to support the development of Asian-led
multilateral bank sand its capacity to promote equitable economic growth,
improve national and trans-boundary connectivity and to seek possible establishment

of a regional stabilization fund in times of economic crisis;

Encourage APA member governments to create a protocol to enhance resilience
to economic crisis which regulates the allocation for some budget reserves

for economic crisis mitigation;

Also encourage governments in Asia to promote cross-border private investments
while ensuring an institutional capacity and prudent regulatory frame work to
enable countries to absorb large capital flows, while at the same time using
bilateral swap arrangement to promote the role of local currency in financing

cross-border trade;

Urge Parliamentarians of Member Legislatures to promote social justice and
development in their respective policies as a common interest of all nations
of Asia by encouraging, promoting and endorsing national and regional efforts

to raise the living standards of peoples;
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Recommend APA member parliaments to promote the adoption of Basel |l

to improve supervision on financial sector governance;

Encourage parliaments in APA member countries to support the implementation
of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development and focus on policies that
alleviate poverty, including improving access to health, education, capital,

employment and social protection to help close income inequalities;

Call on APA member parliaments to consider reviewing their respective legislations,
where appropriate, to give more support to small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
by giving access to low interest credit loan and to provide capacity building and

regional networking to integrate SMEs into regional and global value chains;

Encourage parliaments to support financial inclusion for the poor in each respective

country and to share best practices of financial inclusion in the region;

Stress the importance to invest in human development and to provide sufficient
public funding for education and health for everyone, without gender bias, to

face the future global and Asian economic demands;

Request the governments in respective countries to channel more funds in
joint research and development (R&D) activities as a means to spur innovation
and viable economic growth strategies to sustain a more resilient economic
growth;

Also request the governments in respective Asian countries to promote the

implementation of low carbon economy despite the global economy deceleration;

Call upon the APA Member Parliaments to continuously promote the need
for reform in global financial institutions and architecture, financial technology

regulation, with the view for a balanced world economic and financial order;

Call upon APA member countries to strive to create an enabling institutional
and business environment that can promote financial stability, financial inclusion,

and efficient mobilization and utilization of the available resources;

Call Upon APA member countries to facilitate investing their sovereign funds
and encourage their private investors to invest in Asia rather than other parts

of the world.

Concern very strongly about the use of sanctions or any mechanisms of financial

and economic pressure on APA Member States applied for political purposes.
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Resolution on Poverty Eradication

APA/Res/2017/11
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia (APA/Res/2015/08) adopted at the g"

APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA resolutions;

Underlining the significance of the role of Parliaments both in advocating and oversight of

achievements of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially on Poverty Eradication;

Welcoming the High-level Plenary meeting of the U.N. General-Assembly on the Sustainable
Development Goals in September 2015 and its outcome; entitled as “Transforming our world:
the 2030 agenda for sustainable development”, in particular referring to goal 2 of sustainable
development to eradicate hunger, enhance food insecurity and improve nutrition by promoting

sustainable agriculture

Reaffirming that each country must take primary responsibility for its own development and
that the role of national policies and strategies cannot be overemphasized in the poverty

eradication;

Pointing out that poverty eradication should be included in a public policy, which adopts
specific programs and enterprises in each country, in addition to adoption of executable

international policies as the poverty eradication represents the social security of any country;

Stressing the need for enhanced international cooperation on poverty eradication, and the
obligation of developed countries to provide financial, technical and capacity building assistance

to developing countries;

Noting that poverty alleviation is important to combat international terrorism, abuse of women &

children and drug trafficking, arms smugsling, human trafficking, sea piracy and transnational crimes;

Mindful of the fact that the sustainable development recognizes that poverty eradication,
fishting inequality, preserving the planet and creating inclusive economic growth are linked to
each other and interdependent and that the SDGs balance all the three crucial sustainable

development dimensions: the economic, the social and the environmental,
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Reaffirming that poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an

indispensable requirement for sustainable development;

Supporting also a publicity campaign to raise awareness in the society about SDG utilizing the

potentials of mass media;

Emphasizing that achieving food security requires efforts and coordination at both national

and international level;

Recognizing the important role of agriculture in meeting needs of increasing world population,
underlining that sustainable agriculture practices and rural development are key approaches

to increase food security;

We therefore,

1. Urge APA Member Parliaments to work closely with their governments in the
formulation and implementation of the measures which are outlined in the

2030 Agenda for the Sustainable Development;

2. Determine to be more ambitious in our efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce

inequality, ensure food security, access to healthcare and education;

3. Urge APA Member Parliaments to redouble their efforts in supporting activities
of poverty eradication and encourage their respective governments to facilitate
the implementation of effective policies to promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work

for all;

4. Urge Member Parliaments to create awareness among general public about

the importance of food and take possible steps to prevent its wastage.

5. Invite Member Parliaments to adopt necessary legislation to a) improve labor
market regulations, b) support the informal sector and offering increased security
to it, ©) establish legal savings and loan associations that can help to reduce the
reliance on moneylenders, d) promote modern agriculture which contributes
essentially to reduction of poverty in urban and rural areas, e) empower the poor
to improve their living conditions and participate in decision-making which
affects their lives, f) help to upgrade the infrastructure and services in areas
where the poor live and work and to provide better education for poor particularly
for girls and ¢) improve disaster preparedness, disaster relief as well as post-

disaster economic recovery;
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Encourage Member Parliaments to support investment in climate resilient agriculture
and to adopt a unified approach to combat hunger by promoting public and

private investments, increased access to inputs, lands and technologies;

Invite APA Member Parliaments to take appropriate legislative measures for
poverty alleviation including providing financial assistance to domestic producers
through,

a) Government grants to support sustainable farming activities

b) Microfinance loans for small scale farmers

Recommend Member Parliaments to support and strengthen the capacities
of government and communities to prepare for and respond to acute hunger
arising from disasters through community based on social protection or safety

nets;

Encourage Member Parliaments to take joint action to organize aid campaigns,
on a voluntary basis upon the request of a Member Parliament, for assistance
in the context of alleviating poverty including to enhance domestic production

of food by participating in agricultural technologies and training programs;

Urge APA Member States to give significance to development of sustainable
agriculture practices while making national policies, to achieve Sustainable

Development Goals;

Call for increased cooperation between developed and developing member
countries for improving food security by means of multilateral information sharing,

especially in an area of sustainable agricultural technology;

Stressing the significance of women participation and contribution in agriculture

sector for improving productivity food security and eliminating poverty;

Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on their
efforts to implement this resolution and to submit a report thereon to the next

meeting of the Standing-Committee in 2017.
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Resolution on The Role of APA Parliaments in Supporting the Implementation

of the Sustainable Development Goals

APA/Res/2017/12
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Acknowledging the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of
Post-2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development,” adopted in September 2015;

Referring to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Hanoi Declaration on The Sustainable Development
Goals: Turning Words into Action, adopted at its 132nOI Assembly, held in Hanoi, Vietnam, March

2015; and other relevant inter-parliamentary organizations resolutions;

Being convinced that the SDGs are integrated and indivisible, global in nature and universally
applicable, upholding the principle of common but differentiated responsibility, taking into
account different national capacities, levels of development, and respecting national policies

and priorities;

Underlining that strong political will and leadership of the parliaments and governments are

essential for the achievement of the SDGs,

Emphasizing the need for a consensus between governments, parliaments and the people
to recognize the importance of the development particularly in the areas of health, education,

housing, food security, nutrition and environmental sustainability;

Noting the significant progress made by countries in strengthening their public-private partnership
readiness and institutional capacities through legislation and establishment of public-private

partnership units in relevant gsovernment departments;

Welcoming the establishment of the Sustainable Development Goals Commission in some Asian

parliaments as the best practices to pursue the objectives of the SDGs at national level,

1. Endorse the outcome document of the UN Summit for the adoption Post-2015
Development Agenda which adopted the SDGs as the new development frame
work for 2015- 2030. The list of the SDGs is annexed;
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Invite APA Members States to review and assess opportunities and legislative
gaps to engage the private sector to invest in infrastructure on a sustainable

basis;

Decide to be actively involved in the integration of SDGs into national development
programs and the formulation of national policies to support the mainstreaming

and implementation of SDGs;

Invite APA members to involve all actors in sustainable development consideration

to ensure transparency and accountability in the implementation process;

Urge the Asian Parliaments to contribute to the national efforts towards achieving
the SDGs including through the establishment of the appropriate mechanisms
to monitor the implementation of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda

at national level;

Recommend to Asian Parliaments and Governments to consider establishing an
Asian information center in order to provide independent, scientific and reliable

data and analytical information in reference to sustainable development indicators;

Call upon APA Members to provide adequate budgetary resources and adopt
legislations which are relevant to support and monitor the successful implementation
of the SDGs;

Resolve to strengthen the role of national parliaments in the advocacy of

SDGs so that people understand that the SDGs are relevant to their lives;

Request the Standing Committees of APA to deliberate in a comprehensive

manner issues of SDGs which are relevant to the work of their committees;

Stress the importance to develop data and indicators to setup a proper
follow-up mechanism on the implementation of SDGs and the need to strengthen

tatistical capacities of all countries to support the progress;

Call upon parliaments to contribution, through its roles, to highlight the priority
to the enhancement of sustainable agriculture as food security, will constitute

the most insisting problem of future sustainable development objectives;

Urge Asian governments to engage in bilateral or multilateral partnerships in order
to build infrastructures and sustainable development projects using governmental

and sovereign funds;

Request all APA Member Parliaments to report their achievements in the
implementation of the SDGs to the APA Secretariat in order to provide information
for further discussion in the next Economic and Sustainable Development Standing

Committee.



- N -

Sustainable Development Goals

Goal 1
Goal 2

Goal 3
Goal 4

Goal 5
Goal 6
Goal 7
Goal 8
Goal 9
Goal 10
Goal 11
Goal 12
Goal 13

Goal 14

Goal 15

Goal 16

Goal 17

*

End poverty in all its forms every where

End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promotes
sustainable agriculture

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization
and foster innovation

Reduce in equality within and among countries

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development,
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive
institution sat all levels

Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership

for sustainable development

acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is

the primary international, inter governmental forum for negotiating the global response

to climate change
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Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All

APA/Res/2017/13
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recognizing the outcome document of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of
Post-2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development,” adopted in September 2015;

Recalling United Nations’ General Assembly resolution (A/64/292) adopted on 28" July 2010,
which formally recognized water and sanitation as human rights and UN Human Rights Council
resolution (AVHRC/RES/18/1) adopted on the 28 September 2011, recognizing that the right
to water and sanitation are part of the right to an adequate standard of living;

Welcoming the SDG goal 6 on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all, including universal and equitable access to drinking water, sustainable
water resources management and wastewater treatment, providing a further anchor for sustainability
in the water governance field,;

Noting with interest relevant commitments and initiatives promoting the human right to safe
drinking water and sanitation, including the Abuja Declaration, adopted at the first Africa-South
America Summit, in 2006, the Delhi Declaration, adopted at the third South Asian Conference
on Sanitation, in 2008, the Sharm el-Sheikh Final Document, adopted at the Fifteenth Summit
Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Movement of Non- Aligned Countries, in
2009, and the Colombo Declaration, adopted at the fourth South Asian Conference on Sanitation,
in 2011,

Deeply concerned that approximately one billion people across Asia could face severe water
shortage by 2050;

Stress upon the need for Asian Governments to focus in national policies on water and sanitation

issues and contribute towards international efforts in resolving these issues;

1. Welcome the inclusion of water and sanitation in Post-2015 Development Agenda
and the acceptance of human right to safe drinking water and sanitation by

the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council;
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2. Consider the role of Parliamentarian critical in the implementation of human
rights approach to water and sanitation in Asia, including particularly the adoption

of legislative measures in the implementation of their human rights obligations;

3. Reaffirm that APA Member States have the primary responsibility to ensure the
full realization of SDGs including Goal 6, and must take steps, nationally and
through international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and

technical, to the sanitation by all appropriate means;

4. Request Member Parliaments to urge their respective governments to cooperate
with their regions to discuss the water scarcity challenge all over Asian countries
and to study in depth the causes of the water scarcity and to provide appropriate

solutions and strategies to overcome this challenge;

5. Request the APA Member States to ensure financing according to the available
resources for the provision of affordable water and sanitation, and to develop
indicators and data collection mechanisms to monitor progress and to identify

shortcomings;

6. Encourage integrated water resource planning and managementL1 for reducing
widespread scarcity and pollution of freshwater resources in many regions and
priority should be given to the fulfillment of basic needs and safeguarding of

ecosystems in developing and using water resources;

7. Urge APA Parliamentarians to vigorously engage with executives on building
inclusive frameworks between States for reduction of climate change impacts.
These climate change impacts have severe consequences in the shape of

water scarcity and flooding;

8. Ask APA Members to support advance technology transfers from developed
countries to the developing countries of Asia and sharing of good practices for

efficient allocation of water;

9. Underline the important role of the international cooperation provided by
the United Nations, international development partners, as well as by donor
agencies, in the achievement of the SDGs, and urges development partners to
harmonize their strategies with the national initiatives and plans of APA

Members related to safe drinking water and sanitation;

Integrated water resources management ( IWRM) has been defined by the Global Water Partnership
(GWP) as "a process which promotes the coordinated development and management of water, land
and related resources, in order to maximize the resultant economic and social welfare in an equitable

manner without compromising the sustainability of vital ecosystems".
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10. Request the Secretary-General to report, the achievement of APA Member Parliaments

on this resolution, to the next Standing Committee on Sustainable Development.
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Resolution on Planning APA Budget

APA/Res/2017/14
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA/Res/2008/04 and APA/ Res/2014/09 and other relevant APA documents;

Determined to enhance the efficiency and organizational capacity of the APA to achieve its

goals and objectives enshrined in its Charter;

Underscoring the importance of participation by all Member Parliaments in sharing the financial
needs of the APA and its Secretariat;

Emphasizing the principles of transparency, accountability, and efficient management of

financial resources in APA budgeting and spending;

We, the participants of the Standing Committee on Staff and Financial Regulations

1.

Request all APA Member Parliaments to take required measures, according to
their respective internal budget planning procedures, to secure budgetary

resources required for the payment of their contribution;

Encourage willing APA Member Parliaments, to make voluntary financial contributions
over and above the earmarked contribution to the APA for the implementation

of its resolutions;

Appreciate the provision of financial and logistical support to the APA Secretariat
by the Islamic Parliament of Iran since 2007, and request the generous continuation
of its supports pending the full implementation of Financial Regulations and until
the regular payments of assessed contributions by all Member Parliaments are

securely made; tentatively for APA budget of 2018,

Acknowledge the generosity of the APA President and Vice-Presidents in contributing
to the APA expenses by hosting the events and complying with the APA Decision
on Modalities for Effective Organization of the APA Meetings adopted by the
7 Plenary on 10 December 2013.
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Request the Secretary General to prepare the APA Annual Budget draft based
on the (Program & Performance Budget model), that requires programs, projects
and expenses estimation based on the Assembly objectives, and on the policies
and plans approved by the standing committee, and then to be presented to

the Executive Council of the APA for final approval by the Plenary Session.

Consider the consequential bearing and impact of the APA Staff Regulations
and the APA Financial Regulations on the Charter of the APA, suggest the Plenary
and Executive Council of the APA for an immediate revisit of the Charter and
the Rules of Procedures of the Plenary of the APA, 2007.

Allocate the APA Budget financial funds through the following three Items,

the Secretary General shall specify the principles, objectives & rules for the

Budget preparation and present it to the Standing Committee on Staff and

Financial Regulations.

. Operational and Strategic Budget Item: expenses allocated initially upon
the Budget approval and attestation.

Il. Additional Budget Item : amounts decided to be added to cover APA new
projects and programs.

. Emergency Budget Item: which shall be decided vide a decision to be taken

by the Executive Council to cover emergency events or incidents.

Request the Executive Council to direct the General Secretariat to communicate
with all members to sive their approval on their commitment to the contribution
to the Asian Parliamentary Assembly budget. In addition, each parliament should
state their choice on how the Asian Parliamentary Assembly should calculate
the contribution; either by contributing equally or based on the percentage of
the GDP.

Recommend to exempt Palestine from the assessed contribution till the end

of occupation, and the establishment of its independent state.

o0 @ @
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Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural Diversity and Protect Cultural

Heritage in Asia

APA/Res/2017/15
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions, APA/Res/2013/05; APA/Res/2010/05; APA/Res/2009/05; APA/Res/
2008/17; and APA/Res/2007/02; on Protecting and Respecting Cultural Diversity in Asia;

Considering the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed

Conflict, 1954, and its protocols;

Recognizing the significant role of parliaments both in safeguarding their respective national

cultural heritage and in harmonizing Asian approach in respect of cultural diversity;

Emphasizing that cultural diversity is dependent on protection of cultural heritage, and the
existence of common grounds among Asian ancient civilizations provide solid grounds for

coexistence and co-operation among nations in the region;

Re-affirming that cultural heritage is a fundamental component of the cultural identity of a
people and their social cohesion, and its disrespect, damage or destruction may have adverse

consequences for human dignity and human rights; particularly the rights of marginalized communities;

Recognizing that tolerance is one of the fundamental values of humanity, which entails promotion

of cultural diversity, culture of peace, and dialogue among civilizations;

Recognizing the increasing importance of culture, as an integral part of development plans

of all nations in Asia and beyond,;

Promoting greater understanding and respect among civilizations, cultures and religions by
means of concrete projects in the priority areas of youth, education, and media, in collaboration
with governments, international and regional organizations, in line with the outcome of the
first World Cultural Forum, in Bali, Indonesia in November 2013 and document entitled “Bali

Declaration on the Alliance of Civilizations”, held in Bali, Indonesia, in 29 and 30 August 2014;



- eED -

Reiterating that multicultural dynamism in Asia provides as an indispensable asset for making
a strong Asian community based on mutual respect and recognition of all Asian cultures and

civilizations;

Noting the opportunities offered by globalization for greater interaction among cultures and
civilizations, as well as challenges brought about by its trends to preserving and celebrating

the rich intellectual and cultural diversity in Asia;

Considering the smuggling of cultural objects from Asia a threat to the richness of Asian cultural
heritage, and underline the important role of parliaments to both raise public awareness about

this challenge and to strengthen, where necessary;

Deploring the un-repairable damage brought to cultural and religious heritage by terrorism and
organized crimes, especially damages to Muslim and Christian historical sites and holy shrines
and mosques by indiscriminate bombing and shelling in Syria, Irag and Afghanistan by ISIS and
other terrorist groups;

Expressing grave concerns regarding theft, damage, or destruction to any place of worship of

any religion, any cultural, religious, or historical heritage in Asia;

1. Determine to encourage and promote further intercultural dialogue and inter-

religious exchanges throughout Asia;

2. Resolve to appreciate and promote the benefits of diversity in Asian nations,
and encourage values such as justice, human rights, non-discrimination, democracy

and respect within and among communities and nations;

3. Reject all manifestations of discrimination that are based on racism, racial and

caste discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance;

4. Remain Committed to the protection of the rights of indigenous and ethnic
communities so as to ensure the fulfillment of indigenous community rights

in line with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

5. Urge relevant governmental agencies to further facilitate consular services as
appropriate for citizens of Asian countries to allow for greater people-to-people

interaction;

6. Acknowledge that illegal import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural
property and artifacts is responsible for the impoverishment of the cultural identity

of the countries of origin of such property;

7. Decide to remain cognizant of damages to Muslim and Christian holy places and

historical sites by ISIS terrorist organization in Irag, Syria and Afghanistan;
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16.

17.
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Urge Member Parliaments to consider ratifying the International Convention
for the Safeguarding of World Natural and Cultural Heritage and the International

Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to consider drafting a model legislation

to combat smuggling of cultural objects in Asia;

Call Upon all Member Parliaments to promote tolerance and empathy among
Asian nations with a view to diminish distrust, misunderstanding, and conflict

among religious communities;

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to support establishing an award to be
presented annually to outstanding Asian artists; authors, poets, film makers,
painters, etc, who best convey the APA’s commitment to cultural diversity in

Asia;

Condemn all forms of contemptuous actions against religions, holy books,

religious places and personalities and religious rituals;

Reiterate that during armed conflict, states should adopt measures to safeguard
the cultural and historical heritage of a nation in conformity with international
law and the principles and objectives of international agreements and UNESCO

recommendations concerning the protection of such heritage during hostilities;

Reiterate that Member Parliaments should adopt measures to safeguard and
restore the cultural and historical heritage of nations in conformity with
International law and the principles of objectives of international agreements
and UNESCO recommendations concerning the protection of such heritage

during hostilities, including those caused by conflicts and violent extremism;

Request the APA Secretary General to uphold cooperation between APA and
international and regional organizations such as UNESCO, United Nations Alliance
of Civilizations (UNAQOC), ISESCO and relevant Asian NGOs active in promoting

cultural diversity and dialogue among civilizations;

Request the Secretary General to work with the Universities in the Asian region
to do researches and studies on the identification and promotion of common

cultural aspects of the Asian countries;

Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on

their efforts to implement this resolution;

@ @ G-
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Resolution on Asian Integration through Information and Communication Technology

APA/Res/2017/16
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Reaffirming that right to access to information is an integral part of the fundamental right of
freedom of expression, as recognized by Resolution 59 of the UN General Assembly adopted
in 1946, as well as by Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966).

Recalling para.5 of article 3 of the Charter of the APA;
Recalling APA Resolution, APA/ Res/ 2014/11, and APA/Res/2014/13;

Underlining that Asian integration can be achieved through further dialogue, interaction, and
communication among Asian people, parliamentarians, government officials, academic and
educational institutions, and media for the promotion of peace, liberty, equality, human rights,

and welfare in Asia;

Concerned with negative impact of globalization on widening the gap between the rich and

poor in Asia, and the further marginalization of developing countries in the world;

Recognizing the fact that today Asia encompasses the biggest market in the world, the highest
number of population; the largest amount of foreign currency reserves; and dynamic economic
growth

Re-affirming the deep-rooted ties of history, geography, economics, culture, and civilization
that bind Asian peoples together and the common interests pointing to the need for further

cooperation;

Emphasizing the principle of free flow of information, on privacy protection, equitable access

to communication, and access to new technologies at the national, regional and global levels;

Underlining the fundamental role of information technology as an indispensable factor in

all areas of national; regional, and global development;

Stressing the view that global networking provides opportunities for APA Member Parliaments
to share experiences and engage in fruitful dialogue on significant issues in Asia and facilitates

further cooperation and coordination, on the way of Asian integration process;
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Underlining that the Asian Virtual Parliament will pave the way for sharing information, harmonizing

legislation and raising people’s awareness about the activities of the legislative body and ensure

a more profound feedback between society, power and individuals, and thus contribute to

strengthening peace in Asia;

Emphasizing that, the role of parties, civil society, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and

other democratic structures in public sphere, provide opportunities in Asian countries for exchange

of views, interactions and synergy to promote regional and global cooperation in order to

reinforce the long term process for Asian Integration.

1.

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to volunteer for providing knowledge and
know-how, technical assistance, financial support, human resources; and other
form of assistance in creating a “Virtual Asian Parliament” based on the report
by the APA Secretary General on the subject matter in order to enhance collaboration
and interaction among parliaments and parliamentarians in Asia and as a prelude

to establishing a model Asian parliament;

Determine all the modern and traditional ways to help complete the plan to
promote, publicize and disseminate information amongst citizens within the

APA region; including the use of social media;

Call Upon APA Member Parliaments to support vocational and knowledge-based
education in Asia in order to enhance people’s life-skills and competitiveness

in coping with the challenges of globalization;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to share best practices and exchange experiences
with a view to inspiring a common approach toward Asian integration through

holding special workshops and forums among Asian Member Parliaments;

Call upon the UN and its affiliated organizations, particularly UNESCO, to support
the Members of this Assembly surmount the hurdles, identified by research centers,
think tanks and intellectuals, hampering circulation of ideas through available

means for free flow of communication and information;

Request the Secretary-General to seek possible technical and financial assistance
from Member Parliaments and other institutions to facilitate the implementation
of this resolution and prepare a report with comprehensive approach to accelerate

the process of Asian Integration.
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Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equity in Asia

APA/Res/2017/17
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolutions, APA/Res/2013/07; APA/Res/2010/02; and APA/Res/2009/06;

Recalling the advises in the report of the Secretary-General on Achieving Health Equity in Asia,
SG/Rep/2011/02, Dated 22 August 2011, submitted to the meeting of the Standing Committee
on Social and Cultural Affairs held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran on 13 — 14 September, 2011,

Taking note of diversity of health equity status among countries in Asia;

Stressing the view that global net-working provides opportunities for Member Parliaments to

engage in fruitful dialogue and exchange of best practices on health equity;

Reaffirming the significant role of parliaments both in advocating and promoting national

policies and legislative measures for achieving health equity;

Welcoming the Sustainable Development Goals adopted on 25 September 2015 and reaffirming

its pivotal role in enhancement of the health equity;

Welcoming the Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the UN General Assembly on
the Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases, adopted on 19 September 2011,
reaffirming the political will to effectively implement the commitments contained therein and
referring to the outcome document of the high-level meeting of the UN General Assembly
on the comprehensive review and assessment of the progress achieved in the prevention and

control of non-communicable diseases;

Recalling United Nation General Assembly resolution 66/288 on “The future we want”, which
recognized health as a precondition for and an outcome and indicator of all three dimensions

of sustainable development;

Recalling the Rio Political Declaration on Social Determinants of Health endorsed by
the Sixty-fifth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA 65.8 in May 2012,
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Recalling the importance of placing equity and human centered policies in the core of
health agenda and noting central role of enabling Universal Health Coverage to provide equitable
access to quality health services without financial hardship and access to quality affordable

medicine and medical technologies;

Recognizing that health inequities arise from social determinants of health, that is, the societal
conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work and age, and that these determinants
include experiences in their early years, education, economic status, employment and decent

work, housing and environment, and effective systems of preventing and treating ill health;

Emphasizing the need to comprehensively deal with social and health related problems

emanating from drug and substances abuse and low quality drugs;

Expressing concern about the existing socio-economic inequalities and their impact on the
poor and marginalized groups, as well as the remote geographical areas and underserved urban

areas;

Expressing concern on deteriorating health effects of wars and armed conflicts by hindering
provision and quality of health service and causing depravation from fundamental human rights

prospective to health, due to the inequalities in access and utilization of qualified health services.

1. Welcome the Report of the Secretary-General contained in SG/Rep/2014/02
dated 10 Ausust, 2014;

2. Underline the report of the Commission on Social Determinants of Health for
addressing the impact of socio-economic inequalities on health at global, regional

and national levels;

3. Urge the APA Member Parliaments to incorporate the issue of Social Determinants

of Health (SDH) more intensively in other APA themes and activities;

4. Urge the APA Member Parliaments to strengthen collaboration among themselves
with a view to formulating a coherent approach with regard to social determinants

of health in Asia, especially education, housing, and employment;

5. Invite the APA Member Parliaments to promote health equity in Asia through
sharing experiences and best practices on identifying vulnerability and inequity
and actively advocate the inclusion of social determinants of health in national

policies and programs;

6. Further invite APA member Parliaments to develop a cross-sector collaboration
for the advancement of health equity in Asia through comprehensive training and
study exchanges on social determination of health (SDH) among policy makers
and related stake holders;
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Urge the APA Member Parliaments to adopt policies and measures to improve
service provision, and health financing system including social protection system

as well as health insurance plans for a more equitable resource distribution;

Call on Member Parliaments of APA to encourage their respective governments
in order to establish networking among major sovernmental and non-governmental
institutions dealing with health issues in Asia, and expand cooperation with academic
institutions, non-governmental organizations, civil society groups and the media
with adequate safeguard in order to identify the main social determinants of
health;

Call upon APA Member Parliaments to persuade their respective governments
to create and implement more sharpened and targeted policies, activities, and
programs to ensure a success in the achievement of SDGs including universal
health coverage with regard to health policies; and promoting access to quality,

efficacious, safe and affordable medicines and medical technologies;

Call on APA Member Parliaments to take necessary actions and to encourage
their respective governments to ensure child nutrition needs with a focus on

equity in order to create better a generation;

Determine to take active part on the discussion of post-2030 development
agenda by delivering Asian views in the international arena to drive the global

agenda;

Encourage the APA Member Parliaments to actively participate in the process
of arriving at common objectives which could form the basis of national legislations
promoting health equity in Asia, with due attention to equitable social protection
policies for health care, long term disability, and protection during unemployment

and old age, as appropriate in the national context and priorities;

Request Member Parliaments to inform the Secretary-General on the progress
made on the implementation of this resolution in their respective  countries in

order to share them with all Member Parliaments.
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Resolution on Protection and Promotion of
the Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia

APA/Res/2017/18
23 November 2017

Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly representing signatory states who are parties

to the relevant international conventions and agreements;

Acknowledging that the development of migrant workers and the protection of their rights are
in line with the principles of human rights and contribute to the development and promotion

of friendly relations among countries;

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Convention
on the Rights of the Child and other relevant international instruments to which the States

members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly are parties;

Noting that the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of their Families, the International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 97 on
Migration for Employment, ILO Convention 143 on Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provision),

established a broad legal framework for the protection of migrant workers;

Taking note of the importance of ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and the Promotion
of the Rights of Migrant Workers;

Acknowledging the significance of ILO Conventions concerning the protection of the rights of
migrant workers as well as UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking In Persons,
Especially Women and Children, Supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime — 2000 in promoting human rights of Asian migrant workers without prejudice

to their sex, race, language, religion, nationality, or ethnic origin;

Noting the adoption of ILO Convention Concerning Decent Work for Domestic Workers at the
100" International Labour Organization (ILO) Conference in Geneva, 2011 as a global recognition

on the existence of domestic workers where many of them are migrants;

Underlining the importance of establishing a national legal framework as well as a broad legal
framework for the protection of migrant workers and noting the legal and illegal status of different

cases;
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Deeply concerned with the precarious conditions faced by migrant workers such as human
rights abuse, harassment and violence, discrimination, low pay and low status jobs, unpaid jobs,

and overwork;

Underlining the challenges that women migrant workers are facing such as forced confinement,
low pay, non-payment, excessive working hours, physically strenuous activities and sexual harassment

and abuse, human trafficking and migrant smugsling, and prostitution;

Recognizing that unsettled status of immigrants prevents the establishment of conditions for
full scale and comprehensive protection of their right by governments of sending and receiving

countries;

Emphasizing that adaptation of labour immigrants to local conditions and working activity in
destination states as well as integration into recipient society are important factors which

contribute to effective exercise of the rights of labour immigrants;

Acknowledging the contribution of migrant workers to the society and economy of both receiving

and sending states and their input to the development and prosperity of the region;

Bearing in mind the importance of friendly relationships and cooperation among governments,
parliaments and the peoples of Asia insolving the problems relating to Asian migrant workers;
and in particular, providing repatriation assistance services such as coordination with families,

airport assistance, domestic transport, temporary shelter, medical and rehabilitation services;

Recognizing the significant role of parliaments both in strengthening social and human rights
policies, and in harmonizing an Asian approach on protecting the rights of migrant workers in

Asia;

Confirming that providing adequate measures on the protection and promotion of the rights
of migrant workers in Asia is part of a shared responsibility among Asian Countries toward a
common vision for security and prosperity which focused on the improvement of the quality

of life of its people;

Concerned with the mass exodus of people who have tried to flee from their homelands in
Asia to some European countries, due to lack or deficiency of security, food, health service,

accommodation, employment and so forth; many of whom are young migrant workers;

Noting with great concern that ethnic and other forms of intolerance are the major causes of

forced migration;

1. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to consider accession to the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members
of their Families to stress Asian commitment on the protection of the rights of

migrant workers and humanitarian issues in Asia;
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Call upon APA Member Parliaments to enhance and harmonize their actions

towards a better protection of migrant workers, especially women and children;

Request APA sending countries to provide migrant workers with adequate skills
and knowledge in order to be able to fulfill their task and understand the culture,

prevailing laws and regulation in the receiving countries;

Urge APA Member Parliaments to ensure that their domestic laws shall be fair
and just, equally applicable to both migrant workers and citizens who violate

the laws;

Encourage the promotion of bilateral and regional cooperation among countries
in all areas and issues of migrant workers to maximize the potential benefits and

minimize the negative impacts of migration;

Encourage the respective States of the APA Member Parliaments to consider
bilateral, or regional agreements including Mandatory Consular Notification
Agreement under the spirit of Vienna Convention on Consular Relations; whereby
the sending countries are well informed on the legal problems faced by their

migrant workers;

Emphasize the importance of involving civil society, non-government organizations,
and increasing their opportunity for participation and interaction with stakeholders
to develop better policies and supervise the implementation of regulations

migrant workers issues;

Recommend APA Member Parliaments to provide adequate information on
regulation, legislation and policies related to migrant workers in their respective
countries, and to share information and best practices as well as opportunities
and challenges encountered by Asian countries in relation to the protection

and promotion of migrant workers’ rights and welfare;

Urge the APA relevant member countries to promote fair and proper working
conditions, proper minimum wages, and adequate access to decent living conditions

for migrant workers.

Request the Secretary-General to coordinate with APA Member Parliaments
on the progress to implement this resolution and submit a report thereon to

the meeting of the Standing committee on Social and Cultural Affairs.
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Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians Against Corruption

APA/Res/2017/19
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA Resolutions on Combating Corruption contained in APA/Res/2013/09, December
2013; APA/Res/2010/01; APA/Res/2009/03; APA/Res/2008/18; as well as the APA Plan of Action
on Combating Corruption contained in APA/Res/2007/05/Annex;

Taking note of the importance of the UN Convention against Corruption adopted by the General
Assembly on October 31, 2003 and other anti-corruption conventions and relevant binding

legal instruments;

Recognizing that fighting corruption at all levels is a priority and that corruption is a serious
barrier to effective resource mobilization and allocation and diverts resources away from

activities that are vital for poverty eradication and sustainable development;

Reaffirming the importance of respect for human rights, the rule of law, good governance, and

democracy in the fight against corruption;

Recognizing the important role of parliaments to promote transparency, participation, accountability

and integrity as some of the principles of anti-corruption strategy;

Acknowledging that the fight against all forms of corruption requires comprehensive anticorruption

frameworks and strong institutions at all levels;

Expressing concern about the laundering and transfer of stolen assets and proceeds of corruption,
and stressing the need to address this concern in accordance with the UN Convention against

Corruption;

1. Condemn corruption at all levels and in all its forms, including bribery; money

laundering; and abuse of power;

2. Express determination to prevent and combat corrupt practices in all forms
and collaborate on facilitating asset recovery and returning such assets to their
legitimate owners, in particular to countries of origin, in accordance with the

United Nations Convention against Corruption;
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Welcome the significant number of Member States that have already ratified or
acceded to the Convention, and in this regard urges all APA Member Parliaments
that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to the United Nations
Convention against Corruption as a matter of priority, and urges all States parties
to the Convention to take appropriate measures ensuring its full and effective

implementation;

Decide to set up a working group under the auspices of the Standing Committee
on Social and Cultural Affairs to further consider the APA Plan of Action on Combating
Corruption contained in APA/Res/2007/05/ Annex with a view to taking effective
measures for enhancing synergy and interactions among Asian Parliamentarians

in fighting corruption.

Consider to improve and expand working relations with important Asian organizations
such as ARPAC, SEAPAC, SAPAC, and GOPAC Chapter in order to enhance synergy

and areas for cooperation and joint initiatives;

Urges States parties to United Nations Convention against Corruption that have
not already done so to designate a central authority that shall have the responsibility
and power to receive requests for mutual legal assistance and either to execute

them or to transmit them to the competent authorities for execution;

Request the Secretary-General to prepare in consultation with interested APA
Delegations, particularly APA delegates with interest and experience in anti-
corruption efforts, the required draft documents for consideration by the working

group set up in this respect;

Request also the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments

on implementation of this resolution.
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Resolution on APA Women Parliamentarians

APA/Res/2017/20
23 November 2017

We, members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the APA Plenary Resolution (APA/Res/2010/06, 30 November, 2010) on the establishment

of the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women Parliamentarians;

Mindful of the fact that despite all efforts made for the promotion of women'’s rights, gender
inequality and injustice still persists between women and men both in the extent of power

at decision-making and in mechanisms to promote the advancement of women;

Aware of the importance of promoting the participation of women in scientific, social, political,

cultural and economic affairs, and peace dialogue;

Reaffirming that inclusion of women in positions of power and elected bodies, and also their
involvement in the decision making process, strengthens the development of democratic

principles in public life and increases the economic development;

Noting that the main obstacles women face in entering Parliaments in Asia including political,

socio-economic, cultural prejudices;

Mindful of the necessity to put on the agenda of APA meetings matters of importance to women
such as combating violence against women, empowerment of women in society, participation
of women in political life, and prevention of all kind of harassments, sexual violence against

women and girls, including in situation of armed conflicts if applicable;

Stressing our resolve to participate and contribute actively in the deliberation of issues relating

to women’s empowerment and women’s participation in APA meetings;

Underlining the need to facilitate networking between women parliamentarians of Asia;

1. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to ensure the inclusion and effective participation
of women in social, cultural, economic, political, and sustainable development

affairs in Asia, at national, regional, and international levels as appropriate.

2. Encourage Member Parliaments to adopt legislative regulations to facilitate

women’s representations in Asian Parliaments;
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Recommend the inclusion of at least one woman parliamentarian in APA

delegations;

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to recognize the concerns of women, and
to effectively implement the relevant provisions of United Nations 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) which promote gender equality and
empowerment, sustainable and inclusive economic growth, full and productive

employment, and building accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.

Encourage APA Member Parliaments to recognize that gender equality and
empowerment of women must be established as a standing-alone goal and
must be achieved simultaneously with goal 5 of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG);

Determine to enhance the activities of the Coordinating Meeting of APA Women

Parliamentarian through more effective exchange of views and close interaction;

Require the Special Committee of APA Women Parliamentarians to expand the
scope of its activities under the auspices of Standing Committee on Social and
Cultural Affairs and to take appropriate measures to facilitate networking among

women parliamentarians in Asia;

Request the APA Secretariat to assign one part of the website of the Assembly
to facilitate networking among women parliamentarians of Asia covering updated

information on the activities of the APA Women Parliamentarians;

Express concern at the dire situation of millions of women in all war-torn and
conflict-ridden areas such as Palestine, Syria, Irag, Yemen, Myanmar, and

Afghanistan who are in danger of violence, killing, rape, and captivity;

Request the Secretary-General seek the views of Member parliaments on this
resolution and submit a report thereon to the next meeting of the Standing

Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs.
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Resolution on Promoting Inter-Faith

Dialogue and Harmony among World Religions

APA/Res/2017/21
23 November 2017

We, the members of Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling with appreciation various global, regional and sub-regional initiatives on mutual
understanding and interfaith harmony including the United Nations General Assembly Resolution
A/65/PV.34, and also resolution 57/6 of 4 November 2002 concerning the promotion of a culture
of peace and non-violence, the International Conference on Environment, Peace and the Dialogue
among Civilizations and Cultures, held in Tehran on 9 and 10 May 2005, the Asia-Europe Meeting
Interfaith Dialogue on the theme "Building Interfaith Harmony within the International Community”
held in Bali, Indonesia, on 21 and 22 July 2005, the High Level Conference on International
and Inter-Religious Dialogue, held in Saint Petersburg, Russia on 3 and 4 July 2014, and the
sixth global Forum of the United Nations alliance of Civilizations, held in Bali, Indonesia on
29 and 30 Ausust 2014,

Mindful of the fact that, Inter-Faith harmony between the different religions of the world in
general and Asia, in particular, is of utmost importance for the survival of mankind and the

promotion of the culture of peace, security and tolerance;

Recognizing the essential role of dialogue among different faiths and religions in enhancing

mutual collaboration, harmony and cooperation among nations of the world;

Expressing the need to explore ways and means to intensify Inter- Faith Harmony and resultant
cooperation to strengthen the international peace and security to make the world a better

place to live;

Admitting that the moral imperatives of all religions, convictions and beliefs call for peace,

tolerance and mutual understanding;

1. Urge all parliaments to support and spread the message of interfaith harmony
and goodwill, as such mutual understanding constitutes important dimensions

of the dialogue among civilizations and of the culture of peace;

2. Maintain that a regular dialogue between the parliaments of APA could become
an effective supplement for addressing the challenges of international conflicts

based on religious differences and discrepancies;
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Denounce stereotyping of any religious, national or ethnic group and condemn
any intentional and unintentional activity that leads towards the division between

the followers of different faiths;

Urge all Member Parliaments to harmonize their efforts in promulgating laws
and legislations in Asia for improved standards of cooperation between the nations

to enhance the patience for the religious beliefs of others;

Declare that terrorism, extremism and violence have no religion nor any borders,

as these are common enemy of all humanity;

Consider any form of xenophobia based on belief, faith or ethnic adherence
contrary to the merits of inter-faith dialogue has no place in the community of

civilized nations;

Encourage parliaments of APA to exert their utmost effort for providing a respective
national legal instrument, with aim of creating a conducive atmosphere for inter-f

aith dialogue and cooperation as well harmony among world religions;

Deplore, in the strongest terms, all atrocities and acts of violence, committed
by extremist and terrorist groups under the guise of Islam which hold no authentic
reference to Islamic principles and no legitimacy among Muslims all around the
world, and call upon all states to refrain from providing any support to such

groups;

Condemn the misuse and distortion of religious beliefs, by extremist groups
and their followers, which inflame intra-faith as well as inter-faith hatred and
hold them accountable for instigation of ill-judgment, violence, and brutality

against other faithful people;

Call Upon the international community to be cognizant of humanitarian situations
in Asia;

Urge all Member Parliaments to intensify their efforts in utilizing parliamentary
diplomacy for the development of international and regional frameworks to

promote best practices which leads towards the inter faith harmony and

collaboration;

Request the Secretary-General to seek the views as well as measures taken by
APA Member Parliaments to implement this resolution and to report thereon

to the next meeting of the Standing Committee on Social and Cultural Affairs.
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Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation in Combating the

Smuggling of Cultural Items in Asia

APA/Res/2017/22
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling APA/Resolution/2013/05 of 9 December 2013 on Protecting and Respecting Cultural

Diversity in Asia;

Expressing support for the United Nations Security Council Resolution 2199 prohibiting the

smugsling of cultural items by terrorist groups, including from Iraq and Syria;

Welcoming the important and active role that the UN, Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and
FATF-style regional bodies play in countering money laundering and terrorist financing linked

to trade in smugsled artifacts, in particular, in Asia;
Expressing deep concern about the growing problem of smuggling of cultural items in Asia;

Affirming the important role of parliaments to develop a national strategy including a legal

framework to combat smuggling of cultural items;

Considering the smugsling of cultural objects from Asia a threat to the richness of Asian

cultural heritage;

Recognizing the role of parliaments to enhance public awareness about the threat to national

identity and heritage of states from which cultural items are smuggled abroad;

Recognizing also the need to enhance national capacities, including parliamentary capacity

to reinforce national strategy to combat smuggling of cultural items;

1. Urge all APA Member Parliaments to utilize their legislative powers to prevent
and punish the smuggling of cultural objects in Asia and facilitate concerted efforts
to return the stolen items back to their original locations without any cost to

the original owner country;

2. Call on all APA member parliaments that have not yet done so to consider
ratifying the International Convention for the Safeguarding of World Natural
and Cultural Heritage, and the International Convention for the Safeguarding

of the Intangible Cultural Heritage,
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Request all APA Member Parliaments to consider and contribute to drafting
of a common legislation on protecting and safeguarding cultural objects and
combating all forms and aspects of trafficking cultural property and related
offences to be enacted on the basis of the principles prepared by APA Secretariat
and annexed to this resolution, and in accordance with their own internal legislative

procedures;

Request the Secretary-general to follow up preparation of a common legislation

on combating the smuggling of cultural items in Asia by APA Member Parliaments.

Annex
Principles for Drafting Common Legislation by Asian Parliaments

Concerning the Smuggling of Cultural Items

Lawful exchange of cultural and historical properties enriches cultural and social
existence of nations; strengthens mutual respect and leads to amity and friendship
among them;

Movable cultural heritage of every nation is considered as fundamental elements
of culture and civilization of that nation, and an integral part of regional and human
culture and civilization and thus necessitates regional cooperation to fight theft
and smuggling of cultural properties.

Protection and safeguarding of historical cultural properties from the perils of
unlawful excavations, theft and smuggling, is inter alia the duty of the governments.
Clandestine excavations in archeological sites, theft, illicit import and export of
cultural properties constitutes as one of the main reasons for the cultural impoverishment
of the countries of the origin of these objects.

Establishment and strengthening of a proper system of management to protect
immovable cultural heritage and reinforce coordination and cooperation among
concerned institutions for combating theft and smuggling of cultural properties.
Documentation, preparation and completion of an inventory of national cultural
properties.

Proper supervision over archeological excavations, standardization of the means
to protect cultural items at the site of discovery.

Taking educational steps to enhance public awareness on the necessity of
protecting cultural objects.

Encouraging and developing the educational, scientific and technical institutions
required for protecting cultural items, expanding museums, supporting cooperation

and exchanging cultural objects among museums in Asian countries.



10.

11.

12.

- ODC -

Issuing special permit for those cultural objects the export of which is authorized,
and thwarting illicit import and export of cultural items with no permit, and
restitution thereof to the country of origin.

Promoting international cooperation to combat smuggling of cultural items with
the countries of origin on restitution of cultural properties as well as extradition
of those charged with theft and smuggling of cultural items.

Stress on the inalienable right of every country concerning classification and
declaring as non-transferable certain cultural properties and preventing entry

into the national territory of those items.
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Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating Illicit Drug Trafficking in Asia

APA/Res/2017/23
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Recalling the report of the Standing Committee meeting on Social and Cultural Affairs held

in Tehran, Istamic Republic of Iran, on 13 — 14 September 2011,

Mindful of the fact that illicit drug trafficking and its negative impact on health, safety, public
order, governance, economic development and social health constitutes a prime concern in

Asia and deserves a comprehensive consideration by the APA;

Stressing the need to continue to take concentrated measures within the framework of the
Paris Pact in order to strengthen cross-border cooperation and information exchanged with a

view to countering illicit cultivation, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs in Asia;

Emphasizing that the danger of illicit drug trafficking is so pervasive that may undermine
international peace, security, and stability and there is an urgent need to mobilize efforts of
all countries to curb the production of opium and heroin in Afghanistan and to dismantle networks

of illicit drug trafficking from that country;

Acknowledging that the States most affected by the transit of drugs, especially the developing
countries among them, have made important contributions to and sacrifices in countering illicit

drug trafficking and preventing illicitly trafficked substances from region and markets;

Emphasizing afresh the continuing need to provide concrete, sufficient and sustainable technical
and capacity-building support to the States most affected by the transit of drugs, especially
the developing countries among them, in their efforts to curb illicit drug trafficking and deal

with associated challenges;

Recognizing that production and illicit trafficking of narcotics drugs can be utilized for financing

of other organized crimes, including terrorism;

Expressing the need to explore ways and means to intensify regional coordination among legislators
to combat drug trafficking and make anti-drug policies a priority in programs of co-operation with,

and of assistance to, the Asian countries which are affected by illicit drug trafficking;
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Recognizing the interconnected challenges facing Asian countries, including continued illegal

cultivation, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs that pose a serious threat to the region;

Expressing the need to increase international and regional support for the capacity building
of law-enforcement agencies in Afghanistan, and to intensify training programs for Afghan law-

enforcement staff;

Further recognizing the importance of “Alternative Development” program as an approach
to reducing the cultivation of plants containing drug substances through rural development

measures that has been strongly endorsed by UN Commission on Narcotic Drug;

Stressing the need to enhance joint operations with the relevant Afghan law-enforcement agencies
focusing on clandestine heroin-producing laboratories and organized criminal groups involved
in the illicit drugs trade, emphasizing the urgent need to increase efforts by the relevant UN
Stakeholders aimed at integrated rural development, building infrastructure and supporting

farmers engaged in alternative production;

Recognizing the need for more cooperation and intelligence sharing with a result-oriented
approach between the law enforcement agencies of the Member States in and including customs
and border authorities in order to better tackle smuggling of narcotics and psychotropic substances

within the region and beyond,;

Supporting regional and international efforts to improve law enforcement in combating the

production and trafficking of narcotic drugs and curtailing drug related financial activities;

Emphasizing the need to assist Afghanistan in developing its economy and diversifying agriculture
so as to reduce dependence on revenues from the illicit drugs trafficking, in line with the Lima

Declaration and International Guiding Principles on Alternative Development (November 2012);

Stressing the need to share best practices and take adequate measures in preventing, treatment

and rehabilitation of drug addicts;

Expressing the need for more active and efficient international cooperation in combating

illicit drug trafficking in Asia;

Attaching great importance to the efforts made by international and regional organizations
including the United Nations (UN), office of drugs and crimes (UNODC) and the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly (APA) to combat the threats of international terrorism, illicit drug trafficking, transnational

organized crime and legalization of income derived from criminal activity;

1. Call upon Asian Parliaments to coordinate among themselves to review relevant
legislation to address different aspects of combating illicit drug trafficking by

harmonizing laws and making minimum punishment stronger;



10.

11.

- @D -

Call upon Asian Parliaments to adopt laws on extradition of convicted persons
on terrorism and illicit drug trafficking to their countries of origin for fair trial based

on national legislations

Stress the need to exchange information and best practices within APA Member

Parliaments on combating illicit drug trafficking;

Reiterate the need to coordinate and improve law enforcement activities to
combat the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs and curtailing the flow

of illicit drug more effectively;

Underline the importance of effectively using international financial assistance
for the creation of alternative economic opportunities in order to ensure a sustainable

anti-drug policy;

Call upon APA Asian Parliaments to enable civil society as an effective partner
of parliaments and to enhance the role of mass media in combating drug trafficking
in Asia;

Encourage all APA member Parliaments to support their respective governments
in order to coordinate with international and regional organizations including
the United Nations (UN) to combat the threats of international terrorism, illicit
drug trafficking, transnational organized crime and legalization of income derived

from criminal activity;

Urge that a regular dialogue on supporting joint actions of Asian governments
against abovementioned threats within APA could become an effective supplement
for addressing the challenges of international illicit drug trafficking and transnational

organized crime in the region;

Express our commitment to encourage and enhance cooperation with all relevant
states and international and regional organizations, on matters of common interest

in the spirit of this resolution on rendering assistance to combat illicit drug trafficking,

Encourage networking of the relevant national agencies or organizations in Asia
dealing with transnational crimes to further enhance information dissemination

and intelligence exchange;

Request the Secretary General to seek the views of all Member parliaments

on ways and means for effective implementation of this resolution.
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Resolution on Humanitarian Aid to Syria, Iraq, Yemen,

And Myanmar on The Verge of the Humanitarian Catastrophe

APA/Res/2017/24
23 November 2017

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,

Welcoming the establishment of ceasefire regime in SAR ON 30 December 2016 and the

Memorandum on the areas in the SAR, signed in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, on 4 May 2017,

Recalling UN Security Council resolutions 2139 and 2165;

Being concerned about the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe in Syria, Irag, Yemen, and Myanmar

and about deprivations inflicted upon the internally displaced persons and refugees or any

other affected in those countries;

Acknowledging that the international organizations, including parliamentary ones and NGOs

and individual countries shall support delivery of humanitarian aid to civilians trapped in a

humanitarian crisis across the globe;

1.
2.

Call upon APA member-states to:

Deliver humanitarian support to Syrian, Iragi, Yemeni and Myanmar civilians across
conflict lines and border crossings both multilaterally and bilaterally in accordance
with UN General Assembly Resolution 46/182.

Support efforts of countries that host refugees and humanitarian aid and recommend

to take every effort to facilitate aid delivery in Irag, Syria, Yemen, and Myanmar;

Encourage all relevant parties to further allow UN humanitarian agencies and
their partners to utilize routes across conflict lines and border crossings in Syria
in accordance with UN General Assembly resolution 46/182 and UN Security
Council resolutions 2139 and 2165;

Provide assistance to Irag, Syrian, Yemeni and Myanmar internally displaced

persons and refugees, deprived of basic needs and desperate in search of shelter;

Condemn any attempt in violation of International Humanitarian Law to block

humanitarian delivery aid in Syria, Irag, Yemen, and Myanmar.
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APA/2007/10
19 November 2007

Charter
of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly
(APA)’

The Charter was adopted, in principle, at the First Session of the APA
Plenary in November 2006. Amendments were elaborated in the
meeting of the Executive Council, 17-18 November 2007, Tehran, and
recommended to the 2™ plenary of the APA. The 2" Plenary of the
APA, 19-21 November 2007, Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
adopted its Charter as herewith annexed on this Monday, 19" of
November 2007.

" Re-issued for technical reason.
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Charter of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA)

Preamble

Convinced that the pursuit of peace based upon justice and
international cooperation is vital for the preservation of human society
and civilization;

Reaffirming the devotion of Asian countries to the spiritual and
moral values which are the common heritage of their peoples and the
true source of individual freedom, political liberty and the rule of law,
principles which form the basis of all genuine democracy;

Believing that, for the maintenance and further realization of
these ideals and in the interests of economic and social progress, there
is a need for a closer unity among Asian Countries;

Responding to this need and the expressed aspirations of their
peoples in this regard, it is necessary forthwith to create an Assembly
which will bring together Asian countries into closer association with a
view to their eventual integration into an Asian parliamentary union;

We, therefore, the present members of the Association of Asian
Parliaments for Peace (AAPP), see the need for the transformation of
AAPP to Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) and do hereby declare,
on behalf of parliaments we represent, the following:

General Rules
Article 1: Establishment of APA

The Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) is hereby
transformed into the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), hereafter
called “the Assembly”. The Charter of the AAPP is accordingly replaced
by this Charter.
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Article 2: Principles of Establishment of APA

All Member Parliaments;

Emphasizing on the equality of all members;

Recognizing the national authority, sovereignty, peaceful
coexistence and non-interference in their internal affairs;
Believing in friendship and peaceful settlement of conflicts;
Encouraging and promoting human rights and opposing terrorism
and recognizing the rights and freedom of nations;

Emphasizing on the necessity of full-fledged cooperation with
regard to sustainable development and protection of the
environment;

Trying to create common organizations aimed at providing
infrastructures and encouraging economic development through
taking advantage of regional commonalities;

Believing in the benefits of harmonizing laws and legal practices
from among the members of the Assembly, taking into
consideration the diversities of Asian cultural, political and
economic experiences, with the view to achieving common
legislations;

Express their willingness to establish the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly.

Article 3: Objectives of the Establishment of APA

The Objectives of the APA are as follows:

. Promoting freedom, social justice, peace, security and friendship

to meet the objectives of the Assembly.

Sharing access to up-to-date knowledge in various areas and
promoting such knowledge among the members in order to
promote the progress and equality of its members.

Exploiting cooperatively vast human and natural resources and
securing the interests of all members and recognizing their
permanent authority on their natural resources

Providing welfare facilities for the health and nutrition of its
member’s population.
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5. Contributing to integration among the Asian nations in order to
utilize the potentialities of the region.

Article 4: Membership of the APA

Membership of the APA is open to National Parliaments of the
sovereign States of Asia.

National Parliaments of the sovereign States of Asia may at any
time submit their application for joining the APA. The application will be
circulated to the member parliaments and shall be approved by 2/3
majority of the Assembly.

Basic Organs and Structure

Article 5: Basic Organs of the APA

The APA shall be composed of the Plenary, the Executive
Council, Bureau of the Assembly, the Committees as may be
established, and the Secretariat.

The Plenary
Article 6: Members and Observers of the Plenary

As the most important organ, the Plenary shall be composed of
appointed delegates of the member parliaments, who are elected by
their respective national parliaments for a two-year term of office.

Other Asian Parliaments, regional and international organizations

may attend the Sessions of the Plenary of the APA as Observers upon
approval by the Executive Council.

Article 7: Authority of the Plenary

The Plenary may approve decisions, resolutions and declarations
or submit reports on general policies of the APA and on other subjects
related to its activities.
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Article 8: Number of Votes

Each member parliament enjoys voting rights corresponding to
the number of its delegates in the Plenary. Each member parliament has
two delegates plus additional delegates determined as follows:

¢ Countries with population between 1 million up to 50 millions will
have two additional delegates,

¢ Countries with population between 50 and 200 millions will have
three additional delegates,

¢ Countries with population between 200 and 500 millions will have
four additional delegates, and

¢ Countries with population over 500 millions will have five
additional delegates.

Article 9: Sessions of the Plenary

The Plenary shall hold at least one annual ordinary session. In
case of emergency, and upon request of any of the member parliaments
and approval of majority of member parliaments, an extraordinary
session shall be held.

Article 10: Executive Council

Executive Council shall be composed of one APA delegate from
each member parliament.

Executive Council shall meet at least twice a year: once,
immediately before the meeting of the Plenary, and the other normally
about three months prior to the meeting of the Plenary at the previous
host country.
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Article 10: Bureau of the Assembly

The Assembly shall have a President, Four Vice-Presidents, and
one Rapporteur, taking into consideration equitable regional
distributions.

The President of the Assembly shall be elected from amongst the
presidents or speakers of the member parliaments for a one or two-year
term of office, depending on the decision of the host parliament, by the
majority vote of the delegates of the member parliaments. The President
shall be eligible for one consecutive reelection.

The President shall be elected during the first meeting of each
term of office for the upcoming period.
Article 10: Legal entity

The Asian Parliamentary Assembly is a legal entity represented
by its President.
Article 11: Voting

All decisions of the Assembly shall require a majority vote of the
delegates of the member parliaments present and voting, unless the

- With due regard to a balance in regional representation, Asia is grouped into the
following five sub-regions:

1- West Asia: Bahrain, Cyprus, Irag, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine, Saudi Arabia,
Syrian Arab Republic, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, Yemen,...

2- Southeast Asia: Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam,...

3- South Asia: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,...

4- East Asia and the Pacific: China, Fiji, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
Kiribati, Mongolia, Palau, Republic of Korea, , Tonga,...

5- Central Asia and the CIS: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation, Tajikistan
Uzbekistan, ...
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Plenary decides by simple majority of the delegates that on a specific
subject a higher majority is required.

Secretariat

Article 12: Provisional Secretariat

The venue of the Secretariat shall be in the country of the elected
president of the Assembly.

The host country shall be responsible for providing the required
faciliies for the Secretariat and convening of the sessions of the
Assembly.

Article 13: Permanent Secretariat

Major terms of reference of the Secretariat are as follows:

¢ Maintaining communication with members and preparing for
the sessions of the Assembly,

¢ Following up the implementation of the decisions of the
Assembly,

¢ Protecting the documents of the APA,

Article 14: Establishment of the Specialized Commissions

The Assembly may create special commissions to deal with any
subject of interests.
Article 15: Rules of Procedure of the Assembly

The Assembly shall adopt its rules of procedure which have to be
in accordance with the Charter.
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Official Lanquages
Article 16: APA Official and working Languages

The official languages of the APA are Arabic and English and its working
language is English.

Amendment

Article 17: Amendment of the Charter

Amendments of this Charter shall require the approval of at least
2/3 of the member parliaments present and voting in the Plenary.
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Rules of Procedure
of the Plenary of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly
(APA)

Adopted at the 2™ Session of the Plenary of the APA (19-21 November
2007, Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran) on this Monday, 19" of
November 2007.
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE PLENARY OF THE ASIAN
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (APA)

l. Composition

Il. Session

lll. Presidency- Bureau

IV. Standing Committees

V. Agenda-Resolutions-Debates

VI. Amendments

VIl. Speaking-Order-procedural Motions
VIil. Quorum-Consensus-Voting

IX. Permanent and Provisional Secretariats
X. Close of the plenary

Xl. Adoption and Amendments of the Rules

I. Composition
RULE 1

1. The Plenary shall be composed of sitting Members of Parliaments in
Asia' desighated by Member Parliaments of the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly, hereinafter called APA, as APA delegates for a two-year term
of office in conformity with Article 6 of the Charter.

2. Each Member Parliament is entitled to designate between two to
seven APA delegates in accordance with Article 8 of the Charter.

3. Member Parliaments shall submit the hames and contact information
of their APA delegates to the Secretary-General in writing as soon as
possible, but not later than one month prior to the commencement of the
Plenary.

4. Before completion of a two-year office as an APA delegate, if the term
of office as a member of his/her national parliament is over, or if he/she
is unable, at the discretion of national parliament, to fulfill his/her

' The term "Asia" in these Rules and in the APA Charter shall include the sovereign
states belonging to the Asia and Pacific Group in accordance with the practice of the
United Nations, as well as sovereign states parts of which are in Asia.
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obligation as a member of national parliament, or if he/she passes away,
the parliament in question shall designates another delegate to APA for
two years and notifies the Secretary-General accordingly.

RULE 2

1. Observer Parliaments of the APA may attend the open sessions of
the Plenary and its committees as observers, and may only speak on
the invitation of the President. They cannot vote or present candidates
for elective office.

2. Representatives of regional or international organizations or Inter-
Parliamentary Unions may be invited, in capacity of observers, to attend
the open sessions of the Plenary upon recommendation of the bureau of
the previous Plenary and acknowledgment of the Plenary in which they
intend to attend.

3. Application for membership or for observer status shall be submitted
in writing to the president and shall be considered at the next meeting of
the “Executive Council” which shall make a recommendation to the APA
Plenary for a decision. Such application shall be adopted by majority
vote of delegates present and voting in accordance with Rule 34(3) of
this Rules of Procedure.

RULE 3

APA Member Parliaments may designate former parliamentarians as
well as representatives of Non-Governmental Organizations, scholars,
scientists and prominent figures as honorary members of their own
delegations.

Il Sessions
RULE 4

The Plenary shall be held annually (Article 9 of the Charter). The
Plenary shall meet for two consecutive years in the country which has
the presidency of the APA (Article 10 of the Charter).

Note: In case a host Parliament is not prepared to convene the
meetings of the Executive Council and the Plenary for two consecutive
years, the presidency and the hosting of those meetings may, with the
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concurrence of the majority of Member Parliaments, be entrusted to
another Member Parliament.

RULES5

After consultation with Member Parliaments, the President shall inform
them about the date of each Plenary at least three months before the
Plenary meets.

RULE 6

The venue and date of the Plenary may change, in certain cases, upon
proposal of the Bureau in consultation with the host Parliament, and
concurrence of the majority of Member Parliaments to be determined in
accordance with Rule 10(2).

Rule 7

1. Executive Council shall be composed of one APA delegate from each
Member parliament.

2. Executive Council shall meet at least twice a year: once, immediately
before the meeting of the Plenary, and the other normally about three
months prior to the meeting of the Plenary.

3. The meetings of the Executive Council referred to in Paragraphs 1
and 2 above shall:

* Guide the work of the Secretariat to facilitate the smooth and efficient
conducting of the meeting of the plenary,

* Consider the reports and documents developed by the Secretariat and
making appropriate recommendation to the Plenary for a decision,

* Consider draft resolutions and making appropriate recommendations
to the Plenary for a decision,

* Consider the proposal for the establishment of a new Standing
Committee or of a Sub-Committee, commission or Subsidiary Organ,

* Consider the application for new members or observers and making
appropriate recommendations to the Plenary for a decision,
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* Consider the Secretariat proposal for the provisional Draft Agenda of
the Plenary and recommending a Draft Agenda to the Plenary,

* Consider the APA budget and its finances and making appropriate
recommendation to the Plenary for a decision.

* Recommend the APA Secretary-General for approval by the Plenary.

4. The decision making in the Executive Council shall be, to the extent
possible, by consensus. Otherwise, the Executive Council makes
decision by the majority vote of the Member Parliaments present and
voting. Special cases requiring two third majorities shall be determined
by the majority vote of Parliaments present and voting.

5. Each Member Parliament shall have one vote in the Executive
Council.

6. Quorum for convening the Plenary and for adopting a resolution
outlined in Rules 32 and 33 of this Rules of Procedure shall also apply
to the meetings of the Executive Council.

RULE 8

1. The convocation of each Plenary shall be sent to all Member
Parliaments, Observers and other invitees, at least one month before
the commencement of the Plenary.

RULE 9

The member parliament hosting the Plenary shall be responsible for
providing all necessary facilies for the Plenary. Other Member
Parliaments may offer to bear part of the expenses in organizing a
Plenary Session.

RULE 10

1. Any Member of the APA may request the convening of an extra-
ordinary Plenary. The Member Parliament that hosted the previous
Plenary shall convene the exira-ordinary Plenary if the request is
supported by the majority of Member Parliaments (Article 9 of the
Charter). The extra-ordinary Plenary may be hosted by a different
Parliament if such request is agreed to by the President of APA who
hosted the previous Plenary and by the majority of Member parliaments.
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2. Support for convening of the extra-ordinary Plenary and, where
appropriate for its venue, is determined on the basis of no-objection of
the majority of the Member Parliaments in response to a written notice
from the Secretariat to all Member Parliaments seeking their views on
the subject(s) by a certain date. Unless more than half the numbers of
Member Parliaments object, in writing to the Secretariat, to the
convening of the extra-ordinary Plenary or to its venue, it will be
regarded that the majority of Member Parliaments have supported the
convening of the extra-ordinary Plenary.

lll. Presidency
RULE 11

1. The President of the Assembly shall be elected from amongst the
Presidents/Speakers of the Member Parliaments for two years, by
acclamation or by the majority vote of the delegates present and voting,
at the beginning of the first meeting of the Plenary.

2. The outgoing President or, in his’/her absence, the head of the
delegation of the outgoing President, shall open the inaugural Session,
pending the election of the new President.

3. The Plenary shall also elect four Vice-Presidents (Article 10 of the
Charter) from among the heads of delegations as well as a Rapporteur
from among delegates, bearing in mind equitable geographical
distribution.

RULE 12

The President of the Assembly shall preside over the extra-ordinary
Plenary Session(s) during his/her term of office.

RULE 13

1. The Bureau of the Assembly shall be composed of the President of
the Assembly, the four Vice-Presidents and a Rapporteur, who shall be
elected for a two-year term on the basis of equitable geographical
distribution.

2. The Bureau of the Assembly, which shall be assisted by the
Secretary-General, shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the
effective organization and normal functioning of the plenary
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proceedings, in accordance with the Charter and the Rules of
Procedure.

RULE 14

1. The President shall open, suspend and close the sittings, direct the
work of the Plenary, ensure respect for the Rules, call upon speakers,
put questions to vote, announce the results of the voting and declare the
Plenary closed. The President's decisions in these matters shall be final.

2. The President shall decide on APA matters not covered by these
Rules, after having the advice of the Bureau.

IV. Standing Committees, Sub-Committees, Commissions and
Subsidiary Bodies

RULE 15

1. In addition to the five Standing Committees; Political, Peace and
Security, Social and Cultural, Economic and Sustainable Development,
and Energy, the Plenary may set up other Standing Committees, Sub-
Committees, Commissions and Subsidiary Bodies as it deems
hecessary to deal with any subject of interests and to examine the
issues on its agenda. These bodies shall submit their reports and
recommendations to the Plenary for its consideration and decision.

2. Upon suggestion of the Bureau or at least 10 Member Parliaments,
establishment of other Standing Committees or of Sub-Committees,
Commissions or Subsidiary Organs shall be put on the agenda of the
Executive Council. The recommendation of the Executive Council on
this issue is approved by the majority vote of the delegates present and
voting in the Plenary.

3. The inter-sessional meetings of the Sub-Committees, Commissions
and Subsidiary Organs shall be convened by the Member Parliament
hosting the previous Plenary, unless following mutual agreement of the
President and the Permanent Secretariat, they may be hosted by
another Member Parliament.

4. Number of membership of each Sub-Committee, Commission and
Subsidiary body, taking into account the equitable geographical
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distribution, and the duration and number of their inter-sessional
meetings shall be approved by the Plenary.

V. Agenda- Resolutions- Debates
RULE 16

1. On the recommendation of the Secretary-General, the Executive
Council shall draw up a Draft Agenda, which includes a general debate,
to be circulated to Member Parliaments and Observers for approval of
the Plenary.

2. The Draft Agenda shall be circulated to all Member Parliaments by
the Secretariat at least two months before the opening of the Plenary.

3. The Plenary may alter or approve the proposed Draft Agenda at the
beginning of its first meeting.

4. The extra-ordinary Plenary can only consider the item(s) for which it is
convened.

RULE 17

1. Member Parliaments may submit to the Secretariat, proposals to
include supplementary item(s) in the provisional agenda of the Plenary,
not later than two months before the Plenary convenes. An explanatory
note and a draft resolution should be attached to such proposals.

2. A request for inclusion of a supplementary item received by the
Secretariat at least 30 days before the opening of the Plenary or a
request for inclusion of an emergency supplementary item relating to an
event of particular importance occurring during the 30 days preceding
the opening of the Plenary in order to be taken into consideration, must
receive the approval of two-third majority of Member Parliaments
present and voting in the Executive Council which convenes
immediately before the Plenary.

RULE 18

Before taking a decision on a request for the inclusion of a
supplementary or an emergency item referred to in Rule 17 above, the
Executive Council and the Plenary shall hear a brief explanatory
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statement from the sponsor and a statement from one speaker holding a
contrary opinion, neither may enter into the substance of the matter.

RULE 19

1. Any delegate may submit a motion or a draft resolution on any subject
included in the agenda.

2. Draft resolution(s) relating to the items in the agenda shall, as a
general rule, be deposited with the Secretariat at least 24 hours before
the opening of the last plenary sitting allocated for the discussion of that
item.

RULE 20

1. The procedure for submission of draft resolution on supplementary or
emergency items shall be determined by the Plenary upon the
recommendations of the Bureau.

2. The supplementary or emergency items may be referred by the
Plenary to an ad-hoc Committee, which shall debate it and prepare a
report and/or a draft resolution for consideration by the Plenary.

RULE 21

1. The Plenary shall start by holding a general debate during which
delegates may address the political, security, economic, social and
cultural issues based on the Principles and Objectives of the
establishment of the APA in its Charter (Articles 2 and 3 of the Charter).

2. The Plenary shall promote friendly and constructive dialogue. To this
end, bilateral contentious issues shall be excluded.

VI. Amendments
RULE 22

1. Any delegate may submit amendment(s) to a motion, or a draft
resolution, as well as to sub-amendments.
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2. Amendments shall be submitted in writing. Amendments and sub-
amendments may be submitted until the Plenary adopts the texts to
which they relate.

RULE 23

1. Amendments and sub-amendments shall relate to the text. They may
call for an addition, a deletion or an alteration with regard to the initial
draft, without changing its scope or nature. The President of the Plenary
shall determine whether or not amendments and sub-amendments,
which are to be voted on in the plenary sitting, are in order.

2. Amendments and sub-amendments shall be voted before the text to
which they relate.

RULE 24

1. If two or more amendments apply to the same words in a draft
resolution, that which is furthest from the text under consideration shall
have priority over the others and shall be put to the vote first. The
president’s decision regarding the priority of the amendments shall be
final.

2. If two or more amendments are mutually exclusive, the adoption of
the first shall involve the rejection of the other amendment or
amendments bearing on the same words.

RULE 25

The only speakers on an amendment or sub-amendment shall be the
sponsor and one delegate holding a contrary opinion, unless the

President decides that two would speak in favor and two against the
amendment or sub-amendment.

VIl. Speaking-Order-Procedural Motions
RULE 26
1. No delegate may speak without permission of the President.

2. Delegates shall, as a general rule, speak in the order in which they
have asked for the floor.
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3. Speakers may only be interrupted by other Delegates on a point of
order. They may, with the President's permission yield the floor to other
Delegate(s) raising a point of order to seek clarification.

4. The President shall rule immediately, without debate, on all points of
order.

RULE 27

1. No more than two representatives of each delegation may speak in
the General Debate. Unless the Bureau decides otherwise, every
delegation shall be entitled to 10 minutes speaking time in the General
Debate. When two speakers from the same delegation are registered for
this debate, they shall share the speaking time in the most appropriate
way.

2. With a view to ensuring the smooth running of the debates, the
Bureau may alter the above speaking time to suit the circumstances.

3. Notwithstanding the provision of paragraph 1 above, the President
may, at the end of the corresponding sitting, give the floor, for three
minutes, to a delegate wishing to exercise his/her right of reply.

RULE 28

The President shall call a speaker to order when the latter does not
keep to the subject under discussion or prejudice the debate by using
abusive language or raising divisive issues. The President may, if
necessary, withdraw permission to speak and may have the
objectionable words omitted from the record.

RULE 29

1. The President shall deal immediately with any incident, which may
arise during the meeting and, if necessary, taking necessary measure
required to restore the smooth working of the Plenary.

RULE 30

1. Priority to speak shall be given to delegates wishing to propose:

a) Adjournment of the debate sine die;

b) Adjournment of the debate;
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c) Closure of the list of speakers;
d) Closure or adjournment of the meeting;
e) Any other motion concerning the conduct of the meeting.

2. These procedural motions shall have priority over the substantive
questions; debate on the latter shall be suspended while the formers are
being considered.

3. The mover shall make a brief presentation of the motion without
entering into the substance of the question under debate.

4. In the debate of procedural motions, only the mover of the proposal
and one delegate holding a contrary opinion shall be heard after which
the Plenary shall decide.

RULE 31

Debates of the Plenary shall be public. They shall be held in private only
if the Plenary so decides by a two-thirds majority of delegates present
and voting.

VIIl. Quorum-majorities-voting
RULE 32

1. The Plenary shall only convene if at least half of its Member
Parliaments are represented.

2. The quorum shall be established on the basis of number of
delegations represented at the first plenary meeting. This quorum shall
be announced by the Secretariat at that time.

RULE 33

1. All resolutions and decisions of the Plenary shall be adopted, to the
extent possible, by consensus. Otherwise, they shall be adopted by
majority vote of delegates present and voting (Article 11 of the Charter),
except where a higher majority is expressly required.
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2. Further to cases provided in this Rule, the Plenary may decide, by
majority vote of delegates present and voting, that on a specific subject
a higher majority is required (Article 11 of the Charter).

RULE 34

1. Each delegation has voting rights corresponding to the number of its
delegates to the plenary; one vote for each of its delegates (Article 8 of
the Charter).

2. Only delegates present in person shall have the right to vote.

3. The President/Speaker of a Member Parliament leading the
delegation to a Plenary shall be entitled to one vote in addition to the
votes which that Member Parliament already enjoys under Paragraph 1
above.

RULE 35

A table giving the number of votes to which each Member of the Plenary
is entitled shall be distributed at the opening of the Plenary.

RULE 36

1. The Plenary shall normally vote by show of hands or standing.
However, if the President deems it hecessary or a delegate so requests
a vote by roll call, electronic devise or secret ballot maybe taken.

2. In counting the number of votes by “delegates present and voting”,
only the affirmative and negative votes shall be counted as voting.

3. If the votes are equally divided, the proposal under consideration shall
be considered as rejected.

RULE 37

1. Where consensus is hot reached, the Plenary shall vote on the texts
of the decisions or resolutions submitted by the Standing Committees,
without holding a debate on their substance.

2. No debate may be opened nor vote taken on a question which the
Plenary has considered and on which it has taken a decision. In
exceptional cases, the Plenary may decide, by a two-third majority of the
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delegates present and voting, to re-open the debate and reconsider a
decision already taken.

RULE 38

1. Any delegate may request that part, or each paragraph, of a text
submitted to the Plenary is put to the vote separately.

2. If any objection is raised, the request for division shall be voted upon
without debate.

RULE 39

1. Nobody may interrupt a voting process once it has commenced,
except to obtain clarification as to the manner in which the voting is
being conducted.

2. Delegates who wish to explain their vote briefly may be authorized to
do so by the President, after voting has taken place.

3. No explanation of vote shall be admissible on amendments and
procedural motions.

IX. Permanent and Provisional Secretariats
RULE 40

The Headquarters of the APA Permanent Secretariat shall be at Tehran.
The Plenary shall decide on the relevant budgetary and personnel
issues for the Permanent Secretariat by the year 2011.

RULE 41

The President of the APA shall organize a Provisional Secretariat in the
host country to convene the Executive Council and the Plenary.

RULE 42
1. The Permanent Secretariat, headed by a Secretary-General shall

assist the President and the Provisional Secretariat in directing the work
of the Executive Council and the Plenary.
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2. The Secretary-General or his representative may at any time, at the
request of the President, submit to the plenary advice on any question
which the meeting has under consideration.

RULE 43

1. The Permanent Secretariat shall receive all documents, reports and
draft resolutions and distribute them, together with the summary records
of the sittings in the working language of the APA and in Arabic.

2. The Permanent Secretariat of the Plenary shall ensure the adequacy
of the technical facilities for simultaneous English and Arabic translation
and for delegates wishing to speak in their own language and provide
their own simultaneous English interpreters.

3. The Provisional Secretariat shall ensure, in coordination with the
Permanent Secretariat, that adequate facilities for the convenience of
the Delegates and smooth fulfillment of their obligations are available in
the Host Country.

RULE 44

1. The Permanent Secretariat of the APA shall preserve the documents
of the Executive Council and the Plenary in its archives. The Permanent
Secretariat shall follow up on the implementation of the decisions of the
plenary and, in general, carry out all the tasks, which the Plenary may
think fit to entrust to it. (Article 13 of the Charter).

2. The Permanent Secretariat shall publish documents of the Plenary
and distribute them among Member Parliaments and Observers.

RULE 45

Upon recommendation of the Executive Council and approval of the
Plenary, the Secretary-General shall be elected for a four-year term
from among prominent figures in various sub-regions of Asia.
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X. Closing of the Plenary
RULE 46

1. At the close of each Plenary, the President shall enumerate the
principal resolutions and decisions adopted.

2. Delegations shall inform their respective parliaments and
governments of the resolutions, decisions and recommendations
adopted by the Plenary with a view to obtaining the most active possible
support for the implementation of these resolutions and decisions.

XI. Adoption and Amendment of the Rules
RULE 47

1. The Plenary shall adopt its Rules of Procedure by a majority vote of
the delegates present and voting in accordance with Rule 33 of this
Rules of Procedure.

2. Proposals for amending the Rules of Procedure of the APA Plenary
shall be formulated in writing with an explanatory note and sent to the
Secretariat of the APA at least three months before the plenary meets.
The Secretariat shall communicate such proposals immediately to all
Member Parliaments. It shall also, if necessary, communicate to
Member Parliaments any proposals for sub-amendments at least one
month before the meeting of the Plenary.

3. Consideration of any request to amend the Rules of Procedure shall
be included automatically in the agenda of the Executive Council and
the Plenary.

4. Proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure are adopted by the
two-third majority vote of Member Parliaments present and voting in the
Executive Council. The recommendation of the Executive Council to the
Plenary on the proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure is
adopted by majority vote of delegates present and voting in the Plenary.






