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Intervention on
Women in Politics and Parliaments
during the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians
by Hon. ACM Chanat Ratana - Ubol
The Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
at the 24" Annual Meeting of the Asia - Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
17 — 21 January 2016, Vancouver, Canada

Madam Chairpersons,

I am very glad that the first ever Meeting of Women Parliamentarians is formed in
the 24th APPF here in Vancouver as a stage for sharing and discussing the issues on women in
political and public life. But before I move on that issue I have to apologise to all of you that
actually the representative from Thailand who should present this intervention was Honorary
Miss Orajit Singkalavanich who could not attend this Forum because of her immediate sickness
and no time for woman MP to apply for visa.

I am Air Chief Marshal Chanat Ratana-Ubol together with Admiral Chumnoom
Ardwong even though we are men, we are also members of the Standing Committee of the
Parliament on Social, Children, Youth, Women, Elderly, Disability and Disadvantage. So I'm sure
that we are well aware of the situation and measures we have done for women in participating
Political and Public life. Also without male corporation this agenda can not be succeeded easily.

The year of 2015 was a milestone of political opportunities which we have celebrated
the 2 0 th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action which closes the gap
between genders, promotes women’s empowerment, in particular accesses to education and health
care, as well as provides women to participate in public sector and local administrations.

However, through the Global Gender Gap Report 2 0 1 4 published by the World
Economic Forum or WEF, it shows the gender gap index which makes us aware of gender
equality -- no country has yet achieved equality between men and women. Thailand is also
aware the women issues, especially women participate in politics and parliament. From our
record, in 1952, percentage of woman in the Thai Parliament is 3.3 per cent, and rose to 16 per
cent in 2 0 1 1 . The statistics on women in the Thai Parliament is increasing; however, in
Thailand, where more than half of populations are women and girls, there are a small number of
women parliamentarians playing their roles in political fields.

With the awareness, the ASEAN Committee on Women Work Plans and the
National Women’s Development Plan under the present National Economic and Social
Development Plan of Thailand set their goals to develop women’s proportion in politics and
administration as well as increasing women’s capacity and knowledge to move and push public
policies for woman development and take part in decision process in all levels.

At present, Thailand is in the process of drafting a new constitution. The National
Legislative Assembly of Thailand submitted the Women’s Capacity Sustainable Development Plan
towards the Integration of ASEAN Community to the Constitution Drafting Committee. This
includes the gender responsive budgeting and gender balancing for member of Parliament candidate
list and Party list. It is the proposal to increase the proportion of budget according to number of
people gender and also increase the women parliamentarians ratio in the new Constitution in order
to more participate in the country administration and promote further women’s rights and freedom.
Now, women are educated, gain knowledge and have potential as equal as men.

Thailand has taken the Beijing Declaration and the Sustainable Development Goals
as the commitment of the country to achieve gender equality and empowering all women and
girls. It also took a big step when the Gender Equality Law was passed by the National
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Legislative Assembly and has been implemented since September 2015. The strong point of the
law is to protect all genders and ages from direct and indirect discrimination and inequality.
Thai parliamentary delegation also signed on a canvas to commit themselves “to join women
Members of Parliament everywhere to create a better world for all women and girls” in the
132nd IPU in Vietnam.

Electing women into parliaments is inadequate to empower women in politics.
Women in parliaments around the world have to enhance more collaborative political
environment and contribute to face the challenge in tangible way.

Recommendations

I would like to invite parliamentarians of all member countries to give significant in
eliminating bias and discrimination to women and promoting further women’s roles to
participate in politics and country administration.

Furthermore, to promote and provide fundamental education for girls and women is
an important agenda for they can reach opportunities to take part, analyze, and make decision in
involving issues in both local and country levels.

There are many challenges to deal with and will be the commitment of a country in
order to terminate the political, social and educational inequality for women and girls. The
women parliamentarians gathering here can show their leadership to direct all resources in order
to achieve gender equality in politics and in every field.

Thank you.




Intervention on
Addressing Transnational Crime and Human Trafficking
Section I : Political and Security Matters
by Hon. ADM. Choomnoom Ardwong
The Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
at the 24" Annual Meeting of the Asia - Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
17 - 21 January 2016, Vancouver, Canada

Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for giving me the floor, at the outset, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to the Senate and the House of Commons of Canada for hosting this well organized
and very constructive APPF Meeting.

Transnational crimes are one of the most formidable security challenges of the
world. Thailand also affected by illegal activities such as narcotics trafficking, human
trafficking, money laundering, etc., however, due to time constraint this intervention will
highlight on human trafficking.

Combating human trafficking has been Thailand’s national priority. We have
declared prevention and suppression of trafficking in persons as national agenda. In term of
partnership, Thailand has always welcomed cooperation and assistance from the international
community. We play an active role in supporting existing international, regional and sub -
regional frameworks.

Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand signed the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime - UNTOC on 13 December 2000 and its Protocol on 18 December 2001 respectively to
prevent, suppress and punish human trafficking.

On 17 October 2013, Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol, the then
Ambassador of Thailand to Austria and Permanent Representative of Thailand to the United
Nations in Vienna, deposited on behalf of Thailand the two instruments of ratification for the
Convention and for the Protocol with the representative of the Secretary - General of the United
Nations.

The ratifications of the Convention and its Protocol set an important milestone for
Thailand as efforts to fight transnational crimes by providing its law enforcement agencies with
additional tools to assist in their investigation and prosecution of offenders, which will help
strengthen long term economic and social stability.

Not only that, on the legislative side Thailand has enacted implementing legislation
to ensure effective compliance and cooperation under the Convention and its Protocol, namely
the Act on the Prevention and Suppression of participation in transnational organized crime of
2013 and the Anti - Trafficking in Person Act of 2008 and the most recent to show that we put
tremendous effort to stop this problem is the Act on Prevention and Suppression of Human -
Trafficking 2015. The laws will be effective tools in addressing the crime and would help in
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protecting the rights of the victim, especially for the trafficked victim and individual who
informed cases to official aswell.

Also we’ve implemented, Strategy and Measure on the Prevention and Suppression
of Human Trafficking during 2011 — 2016. Specialised task forces have been established to
draft and monitor implementation of the Plan of Action on Prevention of Human Trafficking
and to enhance collaboration among related agencies.

We pay special attention to the problem of labour trafficking and working conditions
in fishery sector. To help address the vulnerability of some migrant workers, the Government
has implemented a regularization scheme to register all illegal workers so that they can benefit
from labour protection under Thai laws.

Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before ending my intervention, allow me to share some suggestion that as
representatives of our country, we view that APPF members should strengthen their national
law enforcement to combat human trafficking and cooperate in eradicating the transnational
crimes especially in parallel with the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime or UNTOC as well as amend their legislation in order to make their legal and
law enforcement able to converge with other countries to ensure that transnational crimes find
no safe place.

The effective action against transnational crimes requires international cooperation
of all parties, Parliaments, Governments, civil society, etc. and Thailand strongly supports
discussion and cooperation on this issue and the Thai National Legislative Assembly avails
itself to always be a fully active partner under APPF and other International Parliamentary
Organizations.

Thank you very much.




Intervention on
Combatting Terrorism
Section I : Political and Security Matters
by Hon. ACM Songtam Chokkanapitag
The Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
at the 24" Annual Meeting of the Asia - Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
17 - 21 January 2016, Vancouver, Canada

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Throughout many years in the parliamentary meetings, terrorism has been discussed
according to the rapidly changing situation on widespread organized crimes and strategies of
terrorist groups which have become more brutal in recent years. The merciless attacks by the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria and Foreign Terrorist Fighter (FTFs) around the world force
international community for better preparation. The use of social media being to commit crimes
and conduct disruptive activities to promote their ideas and actions and solicit funding has been
also seriously problem. The outcomes of their attacks, not only cause people’s fear but also
affect tourism and economic growth due to the stunned restriction. Consequently, these attacks
lead to the protest and severe pre-emptive strike among related countries which could
exacerbate the situation in the future.

As a regional hub and an open country, Thailand is always on full alert to safeguard
our security and to protect our citizens and foreign nationals. Now, Thailand already acceded
nine from the total of nineteen UN conventions and protocols on anti - terrorism and expedites
the accession to the remaining conventions. In 2013, the Act on the Prevention and Suppression
against Participation in Transnational Organized Crimes was passed to fill the loopholes by
granting prosecutors the authority to investigate overseas transnational organized crime activities,
including acts of terrorism.

Also, under the membership of Asia — Pacific Group on Money Laundering, Thai
Parliament passed the Anti-terrorism Financing Act in 2015 designating terrorist groups, whom
authority claim are closely monitored in accordance with the acts of Financial Action Task
Force (FATF). In terms of ASEAN, all ten members have ratified the ASEAN Convention on
Counter — Terrorism which is another important step in fulfilling the ASEAN Political and
Security Community to make ASEAN a safer and more secure region.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Parliamentarians, as people’s voice to promote rule of law that underpin the society,
should support and strengthen our efforts in legislative works to make progress on the
commitments and identify legislative gaps with adequate resources on countering terrorism. It is
important to address comprehensive and sustainable fight against terrorism with the
understanding of root causes, in particular, poverty, injustice, social and economic gaps and lack
of education. We, therefore, should seek ways to promote the equal freedom, rights and liberties
in order to create peace and harmonization in society. The enhancement of interfaith dialogue
with the principle of moderation, reconciliation, and understanding should be then promoted so
as to get rid of violent extremism.
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One of the main concerns is that the globalization and rapidly evolving technology
are major factors facilitating terrorist groups to recruit new members, form new terrorist groups
and spread their self-radicalization. It is even worse when the ISIS group continuously shows
their propaganda and torture clips to hostages through social media to get more attention from
states. The parliaments should go hand in hand with governments supporting social media to be
used as an effective channel of positive communication to promote the significance of terrorist
prevention, values of non-violent dialogue, and focal point or hotline to inform suspicious with
the aim of strengthening cohesion and solidarity.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Use of force can help to cope with the problem in the short run, however, we should
pursue the political settlements together with all parties. These include community, civil society
actors, private sector, former violent extremist offenders, as well as victims of terrorism.
Thailand would appreciate greater exchange of views and information on these issues in order
to best prevent and handle terrorist threats and transnational organized crime.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.




Intervention on
Promoting Gateways and Enhancing Infrastructure
Section II : Economics and Trade in Asia-Pacific
by Hon. Mr.Vorapol Socatiyanurak
The Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
at the 24™ Annual Meeting of the Asia - Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
17 - 21 January 2016, Vancouver, Canada

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai National Legislative Assembly delegation, it is a great honour
for me to take part in this APPF meeting today.

Asia - Pacific region has the potential to become a hub on trade and economic
growth of the APEC Leaders in Manila 2015 to take action. Pondering that transportation and
logistics play vital roles in economic and social development, Thailand, by our Ministry of
Transport, has therefore proposed the “Strategy on Thailand’s Transport Infrastructure
Development 2015-2022” as a framework for related agencies to prepare projects in details as well
as framework for investment in transportation infrastructure and services over the next 8 years;
since the government’s primary goal is to restructure Thai transport system by accelerating the
expansion and improvement of the national railway network, reduce logistics costs, promote
employment and increase annual GDP.

Moreover, Thailand also launches the First Telecommunications Master Plan B.E.
2555 - 2559 (2012 - 2016) of which strategies to increase efficiency in the use of telecommunications
resources are included. In addition, the Government of Thailand has currently exerted the
utmost extent of its effort in making the country a “digital economy” one with ICT is used as a
main mechanism for all.

At regional level, at the start of Post - 2015 ASEAN Economic Community Post -
2015, Thailand intends to play its proactive role by promoting deeper and more comprehensive
integration within ASEAN, especially in improving infrastructure that will connect us with our
neighboring countries. The Thai National Logistics Committee was established to set up multi -
modal strategy such as Railway Development Program to serve the government’s initiative on
the National Single Window. One of our ambitions is to create the ASEAN Logistics Network
to support the ASEAN Economic Community (or AEC). With its geographical advantage as the
center of the region in Southeast Asia, Thailand avails itself to be an economic bridge for all our
ASEAN friends to connect one to another as well as the gateway for foreign investment into the
region with the commitment to pave the way for regional prosperity. At the bigger scope and scale
of Asia and Pacific level, Thailand ranks the nexus with all countries of the continents at the
forefront of its important agenda and do hope to be the gateway that bring the peoples together
for our future mutually beneficial cooperation.

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand, with the intention to enhance competitiveness of industrial sector and also
tackling with the fully function of ASEAN Economic Community. Moreover, the Thai National
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Legislative Assembly is now considering the bill on logistics service business promotion and
development. It aims to promote and develop business logistics to be readiness for the FTA under
the ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services (AFAS). We are developing into a regional
production center, applying tax incentives to encourage international businesses to set up their
international headquarters in our country.

I would like to call upon all parliamentarians in this gathering to urge your
respective government to promote gateways and enhance infrastructure within and in-between
our countries in order to assure the brighter economic and trade prospect of our regions

Thank you Mr. Chairman.




Intervention on
Fostering Innovation and Connectivity
Section II : Economic and Trade Matters
by Hon. Mr. Vorapol Socatiyanurak
The Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
at the 24™ Annual Meeting of the Asia - Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
17 — 21 January 2016, Vancouver, Canada

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Innovations have been created unlimitedly all the time as they are tools to
facilitate people’s way of life, upgrade their living qualities. Innovation also makes the world
smaller by bringing people together with rapid information and communication technology.
Innovation has penetrated in both private sector’s and public sector’s routines, therefore ones
should develop and adapt themselves to fit in the modern world for their own long-termed
achievement. At regional level, fostering innovation and connectivity are required in order
that we might enjoy sustainable competitiveness and develop together. The obvious success
example is APEC, which uses the ICT system to add value to goods and expand market.

Thailand realize the necessity of fostering innovation as a key measure to drive
the country forward. With Thailand’s development goal to shift our economy from the lower-
middle to higher-income one. Since science, technology and innovation will increasingly play
an important role to move the economy up the value chain, various policies and programs
have been put in place. Among them are to increase the competitiveness of SMEs and
OTOPs, local entrepreneurship stimulus programs aiming to support the local made products.
To this end, the government emphasizes on knowledge and technology transfer from research
institutes and universities to private sector, provide private companies who invest in R&D
with tax incentives and a talent mobility program as well as encourage the procurement of
government agencies to support products in Thai innovation list. Moreover, the government
scales up iTAP (Industrial Technology Assistance Program) to cover technology that support
SMEs, integrates database various government agencies on standard guarantee and sets up a
10 billion baht fund to increase the competitiveness of Thai industries. Nevertheless, some of
the policies need regulatory measures such as new or revised laws, for example those pertaining to
the intellectual property rights or financing innovation, etc.

Furthermore, as far as Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) as Thailand
national agenda are concerned, innovation has become one of the key economic drives, its
importance has been tremendously recognized in APEC as reflected in Nanjing Declaration in
the 21 APEC SME Ministerial Meeting in 2014 to be followed by the Ministers” Statement in
the 22" APEC SME Ministerial Meeting in 2015 endorsed by Thailand together with other
APEC member economies. Moreover, to be in line with APEC, at national level innovation has
become one of the priorities in the 4" SMEs Promotional Master Plan (2017-2021).

Thailand implements the National Economic and Social Development Plan which
aims to level up investments’ and services’ quality by the use of sciences, technology and
innovation, together with adopts His Majesty the King's philosophy of ‘Sufficiency Economy’ for
sustainable growth. Today, sustainable development is a commitment of Thailand. One of our
significant goals is to create ‘green innovation’ to design a quality society and stable
economy. The green concept, which is environment - friendly innovation and concerns
people’s long - term quality of life, is adopted into all sectors, especially in business, and
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organization, such as paperless management. Also, the green innovation has been fostering in
forms of ‘green process innovation’ and ‘eco - design produces’. For instance, reducing
process of fabric manufacturing that can save more water and energy and introduce fibers to
make curtains which can cool down the temperature in a single room by four Celsius degree
without air-conditioner.

As for the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand, IT innovative is introduced
to the routine usages, such as creating applications to make our office paperless and using
cloud computing, e - meetings of the National Legislative Assembly and the Committees as
well as setting online database on Thai and ASEAN laws.

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to call upon all parliamentarians who are here today to share
experiences on policies and measures to support innovation in our respective countries,
including best practices. Various platforms can be used for such purpose, for example; seminars,
workshops, policy dialogues, people exchanges, through physical or virtual connectivity. I truly believe
that such undertakings will help us speed up the development of a knowledge - and
innovation - based economy and society more efficiently and effectively.

Thank you.




Intervention on
Protecting Wildlife and
Advancing the Sustainable Management of Land and Marine Ecosystems
Section III : Regional Cooperation
by Hon. Gen. Pairoj Panichsamai
The Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
at the 24™ Annual Meeting of the Asia - Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)
17 — 21 January 2016, Vancouver, Canada

Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

At this moment we can see that economic development, which targets only economic
growth, has posed major threats to the environment and the ecosystem. Impacts of a decrease in
forest area and wildlife as well as environment exploitation seem to endlessly link to other
impacts such as degradation of land and marine ecosystem, climate change leading to
unpredictable disasters, food insecurity and health problems, and so on. As a consequence, these
impacts unavoidably become environmental blow backs posing threats to human lives.

Though many countries realize the severity of the said challenge, the actual outcome is
still far from satisfaction. Economic benefits, exploitation and inefficient use of natural
resources, have become stumbling blocks to development.

To deal with these challenges and pursue the outcome of UN Conference on
Sustainable Development (Rio Earth Summit 2012) and also the approved UN - resolution on
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) during 2015 - 2030 especially Goal 14 regarding Blue
environment and Goal 15 addressing Green environment, Thailand has applied together the local
wisdom, forestry technique and knowledge, the Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy of His
Majesty the King of Thailand and other royal concepts in the sustainable management. We attempt
to reduce the gap between government agencies and other stakeholders especially the local
communities by providing opportunity of participation in sustainable resource management, natural
conservation and rehabilitation; offering a wide range of programs including royal projects for
additional income, further knowledge and better quality of living in order to encourage the local
people to rely on themselves and live with the forest and other natural resources in a sustainable way.

Concerning the weak legislative instruments, the current National Legislative
Assembly of Thailand has passed related laws, for example, the Elephant Ivory Act and 16
subordinated laws which becomes a significant instrument against the illegal ivory trade and
possession; Promotion of Marine and Coastal Resources Management Act which is the first
legislation to protect and conserve the marine and coastal area including wetland, plant, and
marine animal, Commercial Forest Plantation Amendment Act which further supports and
encourages the plantation forest and legally protects animals in the area; and the Royal Ordinance
on Fisheries which reorganizes fisheries in Thailand along the line of international standards.

State agencies alone may find the challenges of sustainable management of Land
and Marine Ecosystems to be too big to tackle. Improvement and management for better
environment condition and ecosystem is the complex series of activities and needs sincere
efforts and cooperation of all stakeholders both domestically and globally to neutralize the
environment exploitation activities. As representatives of our peoples, we the APPF members
should call for active management of our governments for Green and Blue Economy to
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sustain both terrestrial and marine resources and ecosystems, and strengthen multi - sectoral
cooperation at local, national, regional and global levels in order to reduce emission of
greenhouse gases which affects global climate condition and ecosystems. Also, budget must
be allocated more to support the green and blue projects. In short, to protect wildlife and
advance the sustainable management of Land and Marine resources, it is better late than never.

Thank you very much.
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Joint Communiqué

At the invitation of the Parliament of Canada, the 24" Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific
Parliamentary FForum (APPL) was held in Vancouver, Canada from 17 to 21 january 2016 with 252

participants — including 113 parliamentarians — from 20 member countries and 1 observer country.

The first-ever APPIY Meeting of Women Parliamentarians was held on 17 January, before the
opening of the Annual Meeting. More than 40 delegates from 14 countnies participated in the
mceting Co-Chaired by the Honourable Dr. Nurhayau Ali Assegaf (Indonesia) and the Honourable
Senator Mobina Jaffer (Canada). The Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada, the
Honourable Geoff Regan, addressed the participants and communicated Canada’s full support for
this inaugural meeting, underlining that it would provide a legacy that would enrich APPIY meetings

for years to come.

The Meeting of Women Parhamentarians addressed themes that mcluded women’s participation in
political and public life and women’s lcadership in building disaster-resilient communities. From
these discussions, there was overwhelming consensus among the delegates who participated in the
g g g p p

Mceting of Women Parliamentarians that there should be a permanent event at every Annual
Mecting. This meeting also supported further constderation of the ways in which women’s

g Y PP )
participation in APPF Exccutive Commuttee Meetings could be increased.

The Iixecutive Committee convened on 17 January where it approved the Agenda and Program for
the Annual Mceung. ‘The Honourable Joseph A. Day, Senator of Canada, was confirmed as the
Chair of the Drafung Commuttec.

On 18 January 2016, the Honourable Donald Neil Plett, Senator of Canada and President of the
APPF, opened the Annual Meeting. The Honourable George TPurey, Speaker of the Senate of
Canada, and the llonourable Geoff Regan, Speaker of the House of Commons of Canada, provided
keynote remarks. On behalf of the Mayor of Vancouver, the Deputy Mayor, Ms. Heather Deal,
welcomed all delegates to the city of Vancouver. The IHonourable I'akuji Yanagimoto, Member of

the House of Councillors and Head of the Delegation of Japan, delivered a speech on behalf of the
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24™ annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary Forum (APPF)

APPF Honorary President, His Excellency Mr. Yasuhiro Nakasone. Ms. Pam Goldsmith-Jones,
Parliamentary Secretary to Canada’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, addressed the plenary on behalf of
the Honourable Stéphane Dion, Minister of Foreign Affairs.

At the conclusion of the opening plenary session, the Agenda for the 24" Annual Mecting was
adopted. The Honourable David Tkachuk, Senator of Canada, and Mr. Geng Tan, Member of
Parliament of Canada’s House of Commons, were designated as the Annual Meeting’s Co-Chairs.

In the plenary sessions on political and security issues, delegates discussed a wide range of topics
relevant to the peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region. The plenaty considered the ways in
which parliamentarians can build the tools of democracy including through initiatives that can
enhance citizen engagement and patliamentary outreach to the public, as well as those that can
suengthen anti-corruption measures. Interventions also addressed the importance of regional
security, including efforts to address transnational crime and end trafficking in persons. Particular
attention was paid to the necessity of combatting terrorism in light of the January 2016 attacks in
Jakarta, Indonesia. Noting that the Detmnocratic People’s Republic of Korea (IDPRK) had announced
that it had conducted a fourth nuclear test on 6 January 2016, delegates also emphasized the

importance of achicving denuclearization and peace on the Korean Peninsula.

In the plenary sessions on economic and trade issues, discussions focused on tegional efforts
targeting the expansion of trade, investment and sustainable development. Cognizant that the global
economic recovery remains uneven, delegates emphasized the need for further efforts to ensure that
the benefits of global trade and economic development ate inclusive, reaching the broadest possible
range of countries, communitics, and people. Another common theme was the optunization of
global value chains, not only with respect to trade in merchandise, but also scrvices. Measures that
were highlighted as key building blocks included those rargeting the integration of micro, small, and
medium-sized enterprises and the enhancement of connectivity and innovation, including through
public and private investment in infrastructure.

In the plenary sessions on regional cooperation, delegates articulated their long-term vision for
sustainable development in the region and the steps necessary for the realization of those objectives.
Themes that wete addressed included those perunent to economic and social affairs — youth
prosperity, employment and education — and those focused on societal and environmental resilience,
including with respect to the prevention and recovery from disasters and crises and the protection of
wildlife and matine ecosystems. These discussions were anchored by the recently adopted United
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. As the APPF is an inter-parliamentary forum,
delegates drew attention to the role of parliamentarians in the national implementation and
monitoring of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and their 169 targets.
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Throughout the Annual Meeting, the members of the Drafting Committee carefully considered the
many draft resolutions that had been submitted by APPFF member countries, which culminated in
the Committee’s referral of draft resolutions to the plenary for review, approval and adoption. The
Drafting Committee’s work was greatly facilitated by the constructive engagetment of delegates in six
Working Groups oriented around the following themes: peace and security; terrorism and
transnational crime; economny and trade; innovation, infrastructure and connectvity; tools of
democracy; and, disasters and crises.

The 24" Annual Meeting of the APPF adopted the 27 resolntions. They are all available on the
official website of the 24" Annual Meeting,

In the final plenary session, the participants discussed the work and activities of thc APPF as an
institution, including with respect to the APPF Meeting of Wotnen Patliamentartans, which had
been held for the first time in Vancouver. Throughout the week’s proceedings, delegates emphasized
the success of that inaugural meeting, and their support for its continuation at future APPF Annual
Meetings, a matter that they agreed should be addressed in greater detail by the APPF Exccutive
Committee. Delegates also welcomed confirmation that the 25™ Annual Meeting of the APPF will
be hosted by the National Assembly of the Republic of Fiji in January 2017.

In his concluding remarks, the President of the 24" Annual Meeting, Senator Plett, congratulated the
delegates and commended them for their important contributions to the plenary sessions, Working
Groups and Drafung Committee, thus ensuring a productive, cooperative and inclusive Annual
Meeting.

All delegates wish to thank the Parliament of Canada for hosting this 24™ Annual Meeting and
express appreciation for the kind hospitality extended to all of us in the beautiful city of Vancouver.

Signed in Vancouver, Canada on 20 January 2016,

Cambodia
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Final Resolutions

01 - Women’s Economic Empowerment for Regional Growth and Prosperity

02 - Empowering Older Persons in Society

03 - Conserving and Sustainably Managing our Shared Ocean

04 - Acknowledgement of Indigenous Peoples
05 - The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

06 - Enhancing Cooperative Action on Climate Change

07 - Sustainable Energy

08 - Ensuring an Optimistic and Prosperous Future for Youth

09 - Fostering and Strengthening Connectivity towards Economic Integration and Shared

Prosperity in the Asia-Pacific Region

10 - Fostering Innovation and Connectivity

11 - Promoting Gateways and Enhancing Infrastructure to Facilitate Economic and Trade Goals

12 - Promoting the Development of the Halal Ecosystem

13 - Combating Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing
14 - Arms Trade Treaty

15 - Political and Security Matters in Asia Pacific

16 - Addressing Transnational Organized Crime, specifically Trafficking in Persons, Drugs and

some lllegal (Unrequlated and Unreported) Fishing

17 - Economy, Trade and Regional Value Chains
18 - The Middle East Peace Process

19 - Promoting Peace on the Korean Peninsula and improving Inter-Korean Relations

20 - Building an Inter - Parliamentary Network on Anti-Corruption

21 - Building the Tools of Democracy

22 - Ensuring Women’s Participation at All Levels of Political and Public Life

23 - Protecting the Rights of Migrant workers

24 - Counter-Terrorism

25 - Strengthening the Global Response to Humanitarian Crises

26 - Responsibilities of States and Parliaments Towards Refugees and Internally Displaced

Persons in Humanitarian crises

27 - Building Resilience to Disasters and Crises



https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_01_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_02_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_03_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_04_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_05_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_06_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_07_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_08_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_09_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_09_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_10_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_11_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_12_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_13_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_14_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_15_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_16_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_16_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_17_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_18_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_19_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_20_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_21_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_22_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_23_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_24_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_25_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_26_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_26_Final
https://conferencesparl.ca/APPF24FPAP/documents/final-resolutions/APPF_Res_27_Final
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ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARY FORUM (APPF)
24™ ANNUAL MEETING
RESOLUTION APPF24/RES.04
ENHANCING ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

(Sponsored by Australia)

The 24™ Annual Meeting of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum;
Recognising the ongoing issues experienced by the region’s Indigenous peoples and
the need by all governments to assist where possible to help reduce the gaps in

socio-economic and health status;

Welcoming the opportunity to partner with Indigenous peoples;

RESOLVES TO:

1. Affirm the need to provide appropriate support to assist Indigenous peoples in
reclaiming self-empowerment;

2. Urge countries in the region to work in partnership with Indigenous peoples on
closing the gap on socio-economic and health outcomes;

3. Urge countries to support Indigenous peoples to access equal opportunities within
the wider community.
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ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARY FORUM (APPF)
24™ ANNUAL MEETING
RESOLUTION APPF24/RES.06
ENHANCING COOPERATIVE ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE

(Sponsored by Australia)

The 24™ Annual Meeting of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum:;

Recognising the risks posed by climate change and the need for urgent, effective
action by governments of all levels, business, civil society and communities around
the world to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and build climate resilient and
adaptable economies and societies;

Welcoming the adoption of the Paris Agreement under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) at the 21 Conference of the Parties
(COP21) on 12 December 2015;

RESOLVES TO:

1. Affirm the need to progressively enhance global action on climate change
consistent with the agreed goal of holding the increase in the global average
temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to
limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels;

2. Urge UNFCCC Parties to become a Party to the Paris Agreement;

3. Urge countries and other actors to take appropriate steps to implement the
outcomes of COP21, including by communicating and carrying out nationally
.determined contributions, and updating those contributions every five years from
2020, building ambition over time.
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ASIA-PACIFIC PARLIAMENTARY FORUM (APPF)
24™ ANNUAL MEETING
RESOLUTION APPF24/RES.14
ARMS TRADE TREATY

(Sponsored by Australia)

The 24™ Annual Meeting of the Asia Pacific Parliamentary Forum;
Recalling the entry into force of the Arms Trade Treaty on 24 December 2014,
Welcoming Tuvalu’s ratification of the Arms Trade Treaty in September 2015;

Welcoming the fact that 79 States are party to the Arms Trade Treaty as of December
2015;

Recognising that disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation are essential for the
maintenance of international peace and security;

Recognising the security, social, economic and humanitarian consequences of the
illicit and unregulated trade in conventional arms;

Recognising further the legitimate political, security, economic and commercial
interests of States in the international trade in conventional arms;

RESOLVES TO:

1. Call on all Governments that have not yet done so to accede to the Arms Trade
Treaty;

2. Call upon those States Parties in a position to do so to provide assistance, including
legal or legislative assistance, institutional capacity-building and technical, material
or financial assistance, to requesting States in order to promote the universalization
of the Treaty.
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