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Intervention
Promoting and Practicing Good Governance as a Means of Advancing Peace and Security:
Drawing Lessons From Recent Events in the Middle East and North Africa

Sunday, 1 April 2012, Kampala, Republic of Uganda

Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Thai Delegation, | would like to thank you for giving me the
opportunity to share our thoughts on this subject.

Good governance is a crucial concept, which can lead to peace and security
because it is inclusive of all stakeholders and respects a variance of views in their
broadest terms. It concerns the process of how power is exercised in the
management of economic and social resources in a country, which can only be

found in the democratic system.

The absence of g¢ood governance in society leads to conflicts and
disturbances. If a society ignores good governance and allows mal-governance to
prevail, such government ignorance would threaten national peace and security
and eventually bring about paradigm shift and regime change of a nation or

groups of nations.
Mr. Chairperson,

The Arab Spring sent a message to authoritarian rulers in the region and
elsewhere in the world to submit to the changing times and open up through
peaceful, democratic and reconciliatory means, including free and fair elections
and respects for human rights. The message also carries the calls to the emerging
new political leaders in the regions to commit to economic and social reforms
with urgency to raise the livelihoods of the citizens as well as reduce economic

and social inequalities.

Democratization and reforms are a gradually evolving process and
involve the whole spectrum of society. Society must undergo extensive changes

in their mentality. Democracy cannot develop unless the whole populations of the



country are well educated and benefit from the comprehensive implementation of
their governments of the Millennium Development Goals. The mindset of
populations must also be transformed to accept the norm and value of democratic
practices such as the respect of the election result and the legitimacy of the majority

elected government.
Mr. Chairperson,

Like all countries in the world, Thailand is determined to achieve good
governance. We have invested in political reforms for sustainable political
development to support and guarantee full-fledged participatory democracy and
public accountability such as the creation of independent government watchdogs;
amendments of the constitutions; improvements of the electoral system, political
parties, the judicial system, gender equality; and the involvement of civil society

in the mainstream politics.

Thailand and the Arab Spring have many elements in common and we
share common aspirations for good governance of our citizens. Our democracies
are still fledgling and in risks of sinking out. The people sector and civil society are
still not as politically strong to stand up against illegitimate resolutions without
political and human casualties. Economic disparities and social inequalities still
exist. Hence, our common political will for change have not feathered away.

There are enormous lessons to be learnt and exchanged between us.

Thailand wishes to conclude by wishing our Arab friends the best in
their quests for good governance and strong representative democracies which are

the underlying determinants of peace and security.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Intervention
Redistribution of Power, Not Just Wealth:
Ownership of the International Agendas

Monday, 2 April 2012, Kampala, Republic of Uganda

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my honour to have the opportunity to share my view on this subject today.

It is recognized worldwide that inclusiveness, equality, engagement and outreach
within and among societies spur information-sharing and knowledge, generate access to
information and public accountability, foster pluralism and participatory decision-making,
enhance cooperation and partnership, and especially empower self-determination and

ownership of agendas and destinies by the peoples themselves.

The same principle holds true for the international systems and the international
agendas. The international institutions and the international systems have consistently
responded and adapted towards rising changes and challenges from emerging new
international players, beliefs and norms. They have innovated their own systems and
agendas to address wide-ranging conventional and unconventional problems under

enhanced universal values and different historical and cultural backgrounds.

But the global systems today are not yet all-inclusive and all-engaging. The
international structures are still favoring “the club of rich, industrialized nations” over the
poor and marginalized groups of nations who have unmatched power in global decision-
makings.

Current shifts in the world economy towards the East and the South and trans-
boundary threats to humanity pose significant challenges to international organizations.
Meaningful reforms of the international systems towards decentralization of powers, multi-
ownership of world agendas and greater inclusion of emerging powers and stakeholders are

therefore important to the redistribution of powers in the globalized world. They should



also better reflect the distribution of the world population and capable of efficiently and

effectively coping with newly-emerging global challenges and threats to human security.

Such democratic redistribution of international and multilateral powers should at the
same time enhance inter-dependence and inter-connectedness among countries and
regions. Most importantly, the equitable redistribution of international ownership within the
international systems should ensure their continued relevance in global policy decision-

makings and world continued acceptance of their universal roles.
Mr. Chairman,

Parliaments should be a part of the redistribution of international power and major
player in the international systems. We, parliamentarians should multiply our efforts and
commitments to use the parliamentary oversights and inter-parliamentary organizations to
work among ourselves and with actors and stakeholders in the global systems to
democratize the governance of international institutions in order to reduce democracy-

deficits in the existing global and international system:s.

Furthermore, parliaments should press for a global governance where an open,
balanced, all-inclusive, accountable and transparent redistribution of power is the core.
Parliaments should also engage even greater and more actively with the international
systems to bring parliamentary dimension into the international agendas and seriously taking
parts in global decision-makings through the works of political parties, parliamentary

committees, regional and international parliamentary bodies.

Finally, the emerging roles of IPU in the United Nations system and other
international organization will help to rebalance the international system and redistribute
international powers in determining, scrutinizing and deciding international policies.
Parliaments, therefore should collectively enhance the global roles of the IPU and its

relevance in the international system.
We continue to continue.

Thank you for your kind attention.




Report of the case of 180 Thai Parliamentarians whose parliamentary
mandates have been revoked and barred for five years from voting and

standing for elections by the Constitutional Tribunal

In pursuance to the letter from Mr. Anders B. Johnsson No. GRP/2011DSG.8 dated 8"
November 2011 regarding the follow up the case of the 180 Thai Parliamentarians whose
parliamentary mandates have been revoked and barred for five years from voting and
standing for elections by the Constitutional Tribunal, the Thai IPU delegation have resolved

to submit the continuing information on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians as follows:

After the last submitted information of this case to the Committee on the Human
Rights of Parliamentarians in the IPU 125" Assembly meeting in Bern, the Thai National
Assembly has appointed the Sub-Committee on Improvement and Development of the
International Law. This Sub-Committee invited Hon. Dr. Phairoj Tanbanjong, Member of the
House of Representatives who has been attending the IPU Assembly since the 122"
meeting, to explain the case. The Sub-Committee considered that the Constitutional
Amendment is imperative and by the next meeting the Sub-Committee will invite the
representatives of the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand to attend the meeting
and then this case could be submitted to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights

under the International Convent on Civil and Political Rights : ICCPR.

Given the latest development on Thailand’s political situation, the constitutional
amendment is on the process of scrutinizing by the Committee on Considering the Draft

Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand Amendment.

Thai National Assembly Delegation
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Intervention by Associate Professor Dr. Tassana Boontong, Member of the
Senate of Thailand
Access to Health as a Basic Right: The Role of Parliament in Addressing Key
Challenges to Securing the Health of Women and Children
Sunday, 1 April 2012, Kampala, Republic of Uganda

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you very much for giving me an opportunity to share my views on this most

important health subject.

Thailand has made significant improvements in the health status of our people for over
thirty years. While the decline in child mortality is a matter of satisfaction, maternal health remains a
challenge. Thailand is further confronted with the threat of pandemics, the ageing population, lifestyle
changes, rapid industrialization and urbanization, high burden of injuries and mental health, effects of

globalization and climate change, the burgeoning private sector and the economic crisis.

These everyday health challenges require Thailand to consider fresh options to health
initiatives and access to health services. The need of the hour is to empower people to preserve and
promote their own health and strengthen their access to healthcare services as their basic right.
Moreover, integrated, effective and efficient national public health systems will contribute towards
combating the contemporary health challenges and assist Thailand in achieving our national and

international health goals.
Mr. Chairman,

Access to health as a basic right is an enshrined goal of public health services in Thailand for
centuries. However, the basic right to health in Thailand was constitutionally legitimized in 1992. Thailand
currently offers universal healthcare security to the people aiming to provide them with equal rights to
access standard healthcare services and ensure no costs for medical treatment of the poor and the
vulnerables. The universal healthcare security services provide high standard healthcare services to everyone

in the society.



Measures to secure public universal healthcare in Thailand include the Initiating Hospital
Accreditation (HA) to provide people access to high standard healthcare services; reinforcements of basic
risht protection and remedies for people suffering from inappropriate healthcare services; strengthening
the capacity of healthcare services and participation of all sectors in society in healthcare security; and
provision of health services and temporary accommodation for the homeless, migrants and non-rights
specified persons who are still unable to access the services at the present and monitoring the

applications of their public health rights.
Mr. Chairman,

Thailand regards the accessibility to health service to be crucial for preventing maternal
and child deaths and prevent maternal risks contributing to child mortality. Thailand advocates good
maternal health through antenatal visits of pregnant women to reduce child mortality and prevent
premature births, low birth weight, and other undesirable birth outcomes. Additionally, combating
HIV/AIDS is a preventive means for maternal and child mortalities. The target population for the
preventive means are pregnant women and their babies. Early detection of HIV/AIDS and care for
HIV/AIDS positive pregnant women and treatments for AIDS-infected children at childbirth have

prevented maternal and child early deaths from the disease.

Thailand is also a party to various intemational conventions on women and children and is
committed to MDGs programs which pursue maternal health (MDG-5) and promotion of gender
equality and empowering women (MDG-4) as a common health development goal. Without these
social and health capabilities and development opportunities for women targeted under MDG-5 and
MDG-4, women in Thailand would be less able to reach their full potential as productive citizens and
are insufficient to prevent women health risks on child mortalities. In this respect, Thailand has already
achieved many of the MDGS goals in advance of the 2015 targets including MDG-5 on maternal health
improvement which directly affects child health.

Mr. Chairman,

Since health is a public right issue and the everyday health problems are multi-faceted as |
had outlined before you. Parliament has a crucial role then in addressing these key challenges to
securing the health of women and children who are the most vulnerable citizens of society. Thus,
ensuring equitable rights in accessing the quality healthcare services and enhancing future

opportunities and channels for both women and children to live healthy lives.



In so doing, parliamentarians are called upon to advocate their gsovernments and
stakeholders to increase health investments. They should also advocate public health approach to
strengthen the capacities and capabilities of the national public health system to address
contemporary and emerging health challenges. Parliamentarians can also play a significant role in
advocating health policies that call for integrated health services and balanced resources to meet the

needs of women and children in various stages of pregnancy and childhood.

Significantly, parliament should use the parliamentary oversights to bridge health service
gaps and to enhance the quality of service in reproductive health and safe motherhood. Parliament
should use the parliamentary means and powers to expand the coverage of reproductive health and
safe motherhood especially through adolescents who currently pose very important global health and
societal concerns. Parliament should further carries out the legislative power and budgetary oversight
to promote innovative approaches and researches and developments to health services including
reproductive health and maternal and child healthcare for all population and special population
groups. Lastly, parliament should produce a national budget which expands the coverage and

continue healthcare services for women and children.

Thank you for your attention.
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General Debate on the Political, Economic and Social Situation in the World
with the Overall Theme of
Parliaments and People: Bridging the Gap
By His Excellency General Teeradej Meepien, President of the Senate of
Thailand and Leader of Thailand Delegation
At the 126" IPU Assembly and Related Meetings
31 March-5 April, 2012
Kampala, Republic of Uganda

Mr. President,
Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to thank Mr. President for allowing me to reflect on the political,
economic and social situation in the world with the overall theme of parliaments and

people - bridging the gap.

Mr. President,

Last year, severe flooding occurred during the monsoon season in Thailand. The
flooding resulted in a total of 815 deaths and 14 million people affected. The 65 provinces of
Thailand's 77 provinces were declared flood disaster zones, and over 20,000 square

kilometers of farmland was damaged.

The disaster has been described as "the worst flooding yet in terms of the amount
of water and people affected." The World Bank has also estimated 1,425 billion baht (US$

45.7 billion) in economic damages and losses.

Despite the severity of the flood, some of the local and foreign owned
manufacturing industries have resumed production. In this respect, Thailand has mobilized all-out
efforts to restore international confidence and especially the confidence of international
investors, and to help those Thais who have suffered losses of properties and businesses, including
small and medium enterprises. Henceforth, Thailand welcomes regional and international support
to take part in our post-flooding rehabilitation projects to prevent and avert repititions of

flood-inflicted ravages to our country and challenges from other natural disasters.



Mr. President,

Tensions and transitions continue to dominate and direct the world against the
backdrops of lingering world nuclear security concerns, persisting global economic doldrums,
stagnation of world trade talks, human vulnerabilities from food insecurity and development
disparities, the European financial crisis, and the emergence of multi-polar currency
denominators.

The current shifts in the world economy towards the east, the south and multi-
polar power groups as well as transboundary and transnational threats to humanity pose
crucial and critical challenges to international organizations, which must ensure that
processes of global governance and agenda formulations fully invoke key actors and

stakeholders, in the quest for functional and legitimate global policy.

Meaningful reforms of the international institutions and systems towards
decentralization and greater inclusion of emerging powers and outreach and engagements
with developing countries defined the redistribution of powers and pluralism of decision-
makers of global agendas in the present world of interdependence, interconnectivity and

globalization.
Mr. President,

While the enduring influence and political aspiration of the Arab Spring towards
democratization, liberalization and good governance have transcended the Middle East and
North Africa into other world regions as common shared goals for holistic reforms and social
dialogues. These popular calls for democratic reforms and participatory democracy in that

region have been accompanied by regional tensions and violence.

These promising and depressing unfolding developments in that part of the
world have underlined continued world attention on the overall political and human
consequences from the Arab Spring to regional peace and security, as well as to the regional
and international responsibilities to resolve the crises and attain human security in that
region through the Millennium Development Goals, with emphasis on empowerment and

access to healthcare as a basic right of women, children and the vulnerables.

Therefore, it is still high time for the 126" Assembly to refocus on the Arab Spring
and reexamine the transition in a comprehensive way. While addressing regional emergency
and responding to the United Nations-Arab League peace efforts to enhance and strengthen

regional stability. Thus, allowing parliament to bridge the gap between itself and the global



community to facilitate peace and security in the Middle East and North Africa through good

governance and democracy.

Thailand and the Arab Spring share common beliefs for change and harbor
aspirations for good governance and sound livelihoods of our citizens. We both are in
transition and the transition comes with assorted challenges and protracted and inherited
everyday and institutional problems. If the transition is mishandled or improperly addressed,
they could instigate political discontent and incur national division, trigger instability and
affect national peace. But our common political will for change and to weather changes
from our own national and historical contexts and social and cultural perspectives in tune
with the universal values have not feathered away. There are enormous lessons to be learnt

and exchanged between us at this Assembly.

Mr. President,

Today, the political, economic and social situations in Myanmar are in the
international limelight. After the November 2011 general election in the country and the
establishment of an elected parliament, Myanmar confidently embarks quickly in clear and
careful steps to open up to the world and embraces far-reaching reforms, democratization
and national reconciliation. The elected National Parliament of Myanmar become the latest
member of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) in 2011 and Thailand is keen to
affirm the re-affiliation of Myanmar to the IPU.

Thailand welcomes the participation of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in nation-building
and in the forthcoming by-elections in April. We are encouraged by the announced presence
of various election observer teams from ASEAN and the international community during the
April elections and we hope for positive election results. Then Myanmar can get on the road
to democracy and its parliamentary system can best function and help the country to
achieve durable and secure political, economic and social situation. Thailand stands ready

to help Myanmar reforms.

Mr. President,

As parliamentarians are the representatives of the people, it goes without saying that
representative democracy is a regime of government in which all people have an equal say in
the decisions that affect their lives. As the representatives of the Thai citizens, Members of
Parliaments and Senators all have a common important duty to enhance, strengthen and

safeguard democracy in Thailand.



The Thai National Assembly has endeavored to link ‘mass communications’ and
‘public forums in politics” as a unified force for democratization and nationwide participatory
democracy. In this respect, bridging the gap between ‘Parliament’ and ‘People’ can be

intrinsically established and foster their mutual communications and collaborations.

Intrinsically, it can be said that ‘mass media’ and ‘people participation’ are
common partnership for bridging the gap between parliament and the people as they
basically convey political messages to the society. Therefore in addition to direct communications
between parliament and the public currently provided by the Thai National Assembly, the Thai
people have acquired plenty of learning and direct experiences about political participation
through the information media, such as newspaper, television, and radio broadcasting, and on-line

public forums.

Accordingly, the Thai National Assembly has recently organized two national
academic seminars on Legislative Power and Democratic Development and New Members of
the House of Representatives’ Responsibilities towards Thai Citizens which were attended by
mass media representatives, NGOs, and stakeholders. In his opening address, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives reminded the mass media of their major role in democratic
development in Thailand and for them to encourage and support the participation of the Thai
people in the democratic process and national politics. The Speaker also advocates the set up
of a number of parliamentary radio-broadcasting stations throughout the country particularly
to strengthen democratic development and bridging the gap between the people and the

parliament especially at the grass-root level.

In addition, parliamentary academic research service is another way to bridge the gap
between parliament and the people and enhance their capacity-building in democracy and internal
and external affairs. They also play a leading role in democratic development and participatory
democracy by providing people with learning tools on parliament and national politics and
research information in support of public participation and decision-making on national and
international issues. They also facilitate solutions to national problems and conflicts through

the parliamentary process.

The Thai National Assembly has its own research services and while the service does
not produce its own research work at present, it mainly liaises with or receives external
academic support for Members of Parliament and the public from various national and
international university and research institution networks including support from a parliamentary
affiliated academic institute - the King Prajadhipok’s Institute (KPI). Of late, the King

Prajadhipok’s Institute presented a research study on sustainable reconciliation in Thailand



commissioned by the House of Representatives Parliamentary Subcommittee on National

Reconciliation as national reconciliation is very much in the limelight of the Thai people.

Through such means, it is believed that the Thai people as beneficiary will be
adequately supported and encouraged to participate in national democratization, which is a
way to bridge the gap between the Thai people and the National Assembly and strengthen

good governance.

Thank you for your attention.
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