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INTRODUCTION

The Workshop on Common Legislation for Legal Experts from the Member Parliaments of
the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA} was held by the Thai Parliament in cooperation
with the Hanns éeidel Foundation of the Federal Republic of Germany and the Parliamentary
Asscmbly of the Cour}cil of Europe (PACE} during 28" May - 1" June, 2007 in Bangkok,
Thailand. The Workéh;)p aimed to enhance the knowledge on legislation as a key factor to
strengthen APA and foster regional cohesion and to provide opportunities for participants 10

exchange their views on comman legislation.

PARTICIPANTS

The Workshop was mainly composed of legal experts from the Secretariat of the Parliaments
of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly together with resources persons from the Secretariat of
the APA, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) and the Council of
Furope (CoE) and the representative  from the Hanns Seidel Foundation. The list of

participants and the programme of the Workshop appear in Annexes “A” and “B”

OPENING OF THE WORKSHOP

The opening ceremony of the Workshop on Common Legislation for Legal Experts from the
Member Parliaments of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly was held on 29" May 2007 at 9.00

hrs. at Busabongkot-A Room, the Royal River Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand.

A. Mr. Sompol Vanigbandhu. Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives of
Thailand reported to Honorable General Charan Kullavanijaya, the Vice President of the

National Legislative Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand.

B. Honorable General Charan Kullavanijaya, Vice President of the National Legislative

Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand delivered the inaugural address to the Workshop.



The texts of the reported speech and inaugural address are attached as Annexes “C” and “D”.

IV. CONCLUSIONS

Overview of APA Charter; by Dr.Hadi Nejad Hosseinian

Dr.Hadi Nejad Hosseinian, Secretary-General of the Secretariat of the Asian Parhamentary
Assembly (APA), delivered his statement ofl May 29, 2007 at the first session of the Workshop. He
commended the effort of Thailand in orgamzing the Workshop on Common ILegislation. He
affirmed that the Workshop was the first and important siep for the transformation of the
Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) into the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA).
He noted the principles of the APA that the political will in Asia is 1o work together for the great
potentials of Asia. Furthermore, he highlighted Article 3 of Charter of the APA, which promotes
freedom and social justice in Asia by sharing knowledge among its members, which would be
achieved through cooperation of all states in Asia to integrate for a higher degree of the Asian
peoples. He also indicated that, in order to reach the goal of an Asian integration, Asia needs to learn
from the European Union about its organizational transformation. Asia, nevertheless, must take its
historical, social, economic, cultural and political particularities into account to create a unique
roadmap for the continent. He strongly believed that the adoption of common legislation on issues of
common interests could help the APA members to work cooperatively.

Apart from that, he also reported about the activities undertaken by the APA Secretary
General since Tehran meeting in November 2006. The Secretariat of the APA has established eleven
working groups to work out action - oriented reports for consideration of the Second Plenary Session

of the APA on the following topics :

1. Pact of Friendship in Asia (in final stage of preparation)
2. Integrated Energy Market in Asia

3. Asian Monetary Fund

4. Globalization: Opportunities and Challenges for Asia

5. Reducing=Poverty in Asia; UN MDG



6. Cultural Diversity, the Swength of Asia
7. Combating Corruption, and promoting Good Governance
8 Draft Rules of Procedure of the plenary of the APA (in final stage of preparation)
9. Holding an Asian Conference with participation of Foreign Ministers and Speakers
of Parliaments to create a momentum for constructive interaction between the
.' legislaturé and the. é:xecutive on the objective of greater Asia integration
10. Developing new areas of cooperation to facilitate greater integration
11. Public information campaign
The delegate from Nepal expressed his concern over the limitations of the APA in achieving
a greater Asian integration and about APA becoming a supranational body. The delegates from the
Republic of Korea and Vietnam inquired about pre-plenary session and number of votes at the
plenary. The Secretary General of the Secretariat of the APA responded that the success of the APA
depends on participation and contribution of all member countries. They are welcomed to work with

the Secretariat of the APA and to offer their recommendations.

The role of the Legal Affairs Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of

Europe - PACE and relations between PACE and national parliaments of PACE members; by

Mr. Eduard Lintner, MdB

Mr. Eduard Lininer, Member of the German Federal Parliament/Deutscher Bundestag, said
that the Council of Europe is very interested to assist APA to establish a similar body for Asian
Parliaments. The Council of Europe was founded in 1949 soon after the Second World War and it
was the first step in Europe to unify European nations which initially founded by 10 states. At the
moment, it has 47 member states. i1 his view, the Council of Europe and the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly are neighbors. Unlike the European Union, the Council of Europe represents 800 million
people. Also, there are total difference between the Council of Europe and the European Union, n
the structure and the institution. However, the member states of European Union are also member

states of the Council of Europe. From the beginning, the core principle of the Council of Europe was



to promote peace and democracy, protection of human rights, freedom, rules of law as well as the
rights to appeal . Apart from this, it aims to promote awareness about Europe and encourage
European cultural identity and to consolidate democracy in the member states by supporting
political, legislative and constitutional reforms. The Committee of Ministers is the main institution
of the Council of Europe. It is the decision- making body of the Council of Europe and is composed
of the f(r)‘r.éig;r-r.l-inistetrs of the member states. The Council of Europe has 9 main committees and a
couple of subcommittees and ad-hoc committees, each supported by the Secretariat of the Council of
Europe. The Committee of Legal Affairs and Human Rights, for instance, focuses on the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE} because fundamental rights are its
comerstone, The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) has no executive or
legislative power which is different from the European Parliament. The Committee on Legal Affairs
and Human Rights considers legal and human rights questions as follows;

1. human rights, fundamental freedom and the rules of law

2. judicial institution, police detention center

3. rights of natilonals as a minority

4. questions of discrimination

LN

all methods conceming human rights, human rights mechanism of the Council of
Europe. The European Convention on Human Rights is a particularly important human
rights instrument

6. criminal law and criminology treatments of offenders and conditions of detention

7. legal and human rights 1ssue relating to fights against terrorism

However, in reality, political groups practical]y arrive at a common opinion and for a
common vote. The Legél Affairs Committee is a counterpart of relevant European international
organizations and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Participants took great attention on the issue of the structure of the Council of Europe (CoE).
The Council of Europe (CoE) is such an approach which should be taken into account by APA

law-makers. However, it might be too soon to come Up with such models for the common



legisiation of APA. Rather, it could be 2 first healthy step at the starting point of APA through series

of seminars.

Comparative analysis of APA and PACE Charters and Jegal experiences in PACE on common
legislation; by Mr. Koen Muylle

In the afternoon’s session, Mr. Koen Muylle, the expert from the Council of Europe (COE),
led the workshop to discuss a comparision of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) and the
provisions of the Counci] of Europe Statute concerning the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe (PACE) and Europe’s experiences with common legislation in general.

He started off with the clarification of word common legislation as the two sovereigh stales
apply the same legal rules so they have these rules in common. This is the effort of the rule malkers
to look across the border and to see how similar problems have been solved in neighboring countries
and may adopt legislation which has proven its efficiency in other countries as their own legisiation.

He proposed different models of common legislation, especially at the transnational level,
in four models which could be contributed to the establishment of common legislation as follows;

Model 1 : international treaties

Model 2 : binding rules and regulations

Model 3 : exchange of information through meetings of national experts

Model 4 : non-binding resolutions and recommendations

The first rnodellz International treaties. The speaker gave the information of COE as the unit
working in the legal field for European states. Before reaching this level, the European states
negotiated their countries’ positions within the framework of CO]? and committees of experts,
advisory committee or convention committee to consider the matters concerned. PACE may suggest
amendments to the proposed treaty before it s finalized and COE Members States are not obliged to
ratify such a treaty. This model is rather complicated to APA due 1o the different structure,

administration and political procedures of the two organizations.



The second model: binding ruies and regulations adopted by an international or
supranational organization such as the COE, EU and EC. Each organization has its own procedures,
authority, administration and legislative process. This model needs more civil servants and financial
support periodically which is not snitable for APA.

The third model: exchange of information through meetings of national experts which come

éhoﬁf with the support of the COE The speaker gave the opinion that this model seemed to be the
useful model for APA. The experts could meet in a structured manner at an international forum to
share their expertise. The meeting will debate matters of common interests of member states such as
human rights and crime problems. It will promote the exchange of information, ideas, experiences
and good practices among the administrations of Parliaments.

The fourth model: non-binding resolutions and recommendations adopted by international
parliamentary institutions such as the PACE. The speaker expressed that this model is the most
useful common legislation in Europe by which the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe may adopt three types of acts: (i) recommendations: (i) resolutions and (iii) opinions. The
speaker also viewed that this mode! is useful for APA with three advantages compared to the other
models. Firstly, it does not require the same jevel of administration as is required for the drafting of
an international treaty. Secondly, the acts of Parliamentary Assembly are not binding on the member
states. Thirdly, the Assembly can operate on its own, without a counterpart at the executive level.

Furthermore, the three key issues that he stressed for possible improvements of the APA
Charter are as follows;
Firstly : a clear distinction between different types of acts
- He mentioned that the APA Charter dogs not distinguish between different types of
acts and different majorities. It provides that the Plenary may approve decisions,
resolutions and declarations or submit reports on general policies of the APA and
on other subjects related to its activities. All decisions of the Assembly shall
require a majority vote of the delegates of the member partiaments present and
voting, unless the Plenary decides by simple majority of the delegates that on a

specific subject a higher majority is required.



Secondly : a permanent secretariat
—  He noted that the venue of the Secretariat shall be in the country of the elected
President of the Assembly and its tasks would be to maintain communication with
members, to prepare for the sessions of the Assembly, to follow up the
implementation of the decisions of the Assembly and to protect the documents of
“the APA, which are the disadvantages of the APA Charter. He proposed a strong
Secretariat and efficient mechanisim.
Finally : an efficient committee systemi
- The APA Charter also provides the possibility to create committees. It should
specify what are the tasks of those committees and what is their internal procedure.
In discussion section, some participants raised some interesting points such as the role of
MP in the closer integration, the necessity of setting up committees to consider common legislation,
the disadvantages of APA Charter and the possibility of an enlargement of APA.
In response to the observations from Nepal and Bahrain that some articles in APA Charter
are unclear, Mr. Muylle noted that the observations provided valuable ideas which will pave the way

for amendments of the APA Charter and lead to the mutual agreement of all APA member

countries.

Discussion of Workshop outcomes and suggestions; by Mr. Eduard Lintner,MdB and

Mr. Koen Muylle

The speaker, Mr.Eduard Lintner started with the suggestion related to the Charter of APA
particularly the procedures of ratification. He proposed that APA should have a roadmap for this
matter as soon as possible. While Mr. Koen Muylie called the attention of participants to the Charter
of APA . He suggested to adjust some issues to facilitate a running of APA, for example to setup a
Permanent Secretariat to be located at a fixed place, introduce financial obligation, status of
membership of APA, procedures for adoption of resolutions, the Presidency and quorum

requirement.



During the workshop, participants from Nepal, Tran and Republic of Korea suggested that

the Charter of APA should be improved to make it more practical and suitable. The issues that Mr.

Muylle mentioned above were raised and discussed under the constructive atmosphere.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Resources Persons:
APA SECRETARIAT
]. DR. HADINEJAD HOSSEINIAN
Secretary General of the Secretariat of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE (PACE)
1. MR. EDUARD LINTNER, MdB
Member of the German Federal Parliament/Deutscher Bundestag
Member of PACE
(hairman of the Committee on Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by Member
States of the Council of Europe (PACE)
_COUNCIL OF EUROPE (CoE)
1. Mr. Ko.en MUYLLE
Expert of the Council of Europe {CoE)
HANNS SEIDEL FOUNDATION
1. Mr. Paul G. Schifer
Resident Representative of Hanns Seidel Foundation to the Republic of the Philippines
Delegations:
BAHRAIN
. MR. EBRAHIM SALEH AL JASSIM
Legal Researcher
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
1. MR. GOLAM ALI KHOSHROO

Legal Researcher



REPUBLIC OF KOREA
1. MR. LIM JINDAE
Assistant Director to Legislative Office
LAOS
1. MS. ANOUHAK PHOLSENA
Foreign Affairs Officer
NEPAL
1. MR. TEK PRASAD DHUNGANA
Senior Legal Advisor
PAKISTAN
1. MR. KARAMAT HUSSIAN NIAZI
Special Secretary
2. MR.MUSHTAQ AHMED
Deputy Secretary
RUSSIA _
1. MR. VLADIMIR LIZUN
Head of Secretanat
SRI LANKA
1. MR. WIJESUNDARA Mu DIYANSELAGE NEIL PARAKKARAMA IDDAWALA
Assistant Secretary General
THAILAND
1. MR.PITOON PUMHIRAN
Secretary General of the House of Representatives
MR WATCHARIN CHOMPHALAPHON
Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives
3. MR. SOMPOL VANIGBANDHU
Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives
4. MR. WICHAG NAKWATCHARA
Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives
5. MR.CHARAE PANPRUANG
Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives
6. MRS. SUPARAT VASAPHAK

Advisor on Legislative Procedure

b2



10.

1.

12,

13.

14

MS. APINGYADA WONGSANUTASA
Advisor on Legal Affairs
MS. SUPASINEE KHAMASUNDARA

Advisor on Foreign Affairs

Acting Director of Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

. MS. YOLPIYA TESTHOMSAP

Director of International Information and News Division
Bureau of International Relations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives

MRS. SAMONRUTAI AKSORNMAT

Director of Association of Parliaments and Association of Secretaries General of

Parliaments Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives

MS. SIRINDA JUNTARUK

Director of Inter-Parliamentary Union Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives

MS. KRISANEE MASRICHAN

Director of Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives

MS. KHANITTHA CHOTIGAVANIT

Director of Special Affairs Division

Bureau of [nter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives

MR. MONTON NOPPAWONG

Director of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives
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. MR. PAKPOOM MINGMITR

Foreign Relations Officer level 6

Association of Parliaments and Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments
Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives

VIETNAM

L.

MR. QUOC THANH DUONG
Deputy Director of External Relations Department

YEMEN

1.

HON. JA'A FER BASALEH

Deputy Speaker (Legal Expert)

MR. HISHAM ALMOAALEMI
Director of the Deputy Speaker Office
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THE WORKSHOP ON COMMON LEGISLATION
FOR LEGAL EXPERTS
FROM THE MEMBER PARLIAMENTS OF
THE ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (APA)
28! May- 1* June 2007, Bangkok, Thailand
. PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES

Monday 28" May 2007

Morning- Afternoon - Arrival of participants
] - Registration
Evening - Dinner
Venue : The Royal River Hotel

Tuesday 29 May 2007

06.30 — 08.30 hrs. - Breakfast
Venne : The Royal River Hotel
08.30 —- 09.30 hrs. - Opening of the Workshop
Venue : Busabongkot A Room
The Royal River Hotel
Attire: Lounge Suit / National Dress
09.30 — 12.00 hrs. -  Workshop
: Overview of APA Charter
Speaker; Dr.Hadi Nejad Hosseinian
- Director of Secretariat of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
- The role of Legal Affairs Committee of the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe -PACE and relations between PACE
and national parliaments of PACE members
Speaker;
Mr. Eduard LINTNER, MdB
- Member of the German Federal
Parliament/Deutscher Bundestag
- Member of PACE
- Chairman of the Committee on Honouring
of Obligations and Commitments by Member
States of the Council of Europe (PACE)
- Former Chairman of the Committee on
Legal Affairs and Human Rights (PACE)
Venue : Busabongkot A Room
The Royal River Hotel
Attire: Lounge Suit / National Dress

12.04 hrs. - Lunch
Venue : The Royal River Hotel

/13.30 — 16.30 hrs....
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13.30 - 16.30 hrs. - Workshop (Continued)
: Comparative analysis of APA and PACE
Charters and legal experiences in PACE on
common legislation
Speaker;
Mr. Koen MUYLLE
- Expert of the Council of Europe (CoL)
Venue ;: Busabongkot A Room
The Royal River Hotel
Attire: National Dress/ Business Suit
Evening - Dinner hosted by H.E.Gen. Charan Kullavanijaya,
First Vice-President of the National
Legislative Assembly
Venue : La Tache Room, Shangri-la Hotel
Attire: Lounge Suit / National Dress

Wednesday 30 May 2007

06.30 — 08.30 hrs. - Breakfast
Venne : The Royal River Hotel

09.00 — 12.00 hrs. - Workshop
. Discussion of Workshop outcomes and
suggestions
Speakers;
Mr. Eduard LINTNER, MdB
- Member of the German Federal
Parliament/Deutscher Bundestag
- Member of PACE
- Chairman of the Committee on Honouring
of Obligations and Commitments by Member
States of the Council of Europe (PACE)
- Former Chairman of the Committee on
Legal Affairs and Human Rights (PACE)
Mr. Koen MUYLLE
- Expert of the Council of Europe (CoE)
Venue : Busabongkot A Room
The Royal River Hotel
Attire: Lounge Suit / National Dress
12.00 hrs. - Lunch
Venue : The Royal River Hotel
Afternoon - Free Time

Evening - Dinner
Venue : The Royal River Hotel

Thursday 31* May 2007

06.30 — 08.30 hrs. - Breakfast
Venue : The Royal River Hotel

/08.30 hrs...
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08.30 hrs. - Excursion Programme

. Leave the hotel for Phra Nakhen Si Ayutthaya

Province
09.30 hrs. - Arrive at Ayutthaya Historical Study Centre
- Visit Ayutthaya Historical Study Centre
10.15 hrs. - Visit Ayutthaya Historical Park
11.45 hrs. . Leave for Sombat Chaopraya Restaurant
12.00 hrs. . Fmbark at Sombat Chaopraya Restaurant

. Governor of Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
Province hosted a luncheon in honour of the
Delegation on the ship along the river around the

city island
- Sightseeing around the city island
14.00 hrs. . Leave for Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre
14.30 hrs. - Arrive at Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre
- Visit Bangsai Arts and Crafts Centre
16.30 hrs. - Leave for Bangkok
17.30 hrs. - Arrive at the hotel
Evening - Dinner/ Departure of participants

Venue : The Royal River Hotel

Friday 1* June 2007

06.30 — 08.30 hrs. - Breakfast
’ Venue : The Royal River Hotel
Morning — Afternoon - Departure of participants

(As of 27 May 2007, 15.00 hrs.)
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Reported Speech
by
Mr.Sompol Vanigbandhu,
Deputy Secretary General of the House of Representatives,
. Kingdom of Thailand

at the
Inaugural Ceremony of the Workshop on Common Legislation
for Legal Experts from the Member Parliaments
of the Asian Parhamentary Assembly (APA)
to the President of the National Legislative Assembly of the Kingdom
of Thailand
29" May 2007
Bangkok, Thailand

Your Fxcellency General Charan Kullavanijaya,
Your Excellency Mr. Seree Suwannapanont,
Your Excellency Mr. Dejo Savanananda,

On behalf of Secretary General of the House of Representatives of the
Kingdom of Thailand, [ am honoured to welcome all of participants from
member countries of the APA to the Workshop on Conmion Legislation for
Legal Experts from the Member Parliaments of the Asian Parbamentary
Assembly (APA), the First meeting of Thailand in Bangkok today.

In the past, Asia is a continent far from being integrated effectively. Many
countries in this continent have shared their interests and common concermns
in the stability and prosperity of the region, in particular through the
Association of Asian Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) for years. In November
2006, we all had a chance 10 EXpress our satisfaction with the Tehran
meeting where the AAPP was transformed into the Asian Parliamentary
Assembly (APA) in pursuit of peace and in response 10 NEW challenges. This
Workshop is in response to the needs and expressed aspirations of our
peoples on the necessity to establish an assembly that will bring Aslan
countries into closer parliamentary cooperation.



Excellency,

The Workshop on Common Legisiation for Legal Experts from the Member
Parliaments of the APA is a project to educate legal staff, by all means, 10
develop their legislative initiatives on COMMON legislation. Supported by our
active partners, namely, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE), the Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF), and the Secretariat of
the APA, we are able to achieve our goal set for the Workshop through
acquiring knowledge and experiences from keynote speakers Mr. Koen
Muylle, Expert of the Counci! of Europe, Mr. Eduard Linmer, Member of
German Federal Parliament and Member of PACE, and Dr. Hadi Nejad
Hosseinian, Director of Secretariat of the APA. We do all appreciate with
their invaluable contributions to the Workshop.

- Through the Workshop, participants will bring their expertise, legal skills,
knowledge and experiences to this Workshop in order to bring about closer
parliamentary cooperation and enhance the APA s goal of peace.
~ Particularly, 1 wish to encourage all of you to express your legislative
' -ihitiatives on common legisiations on issues such as, drug, terrorism,
pandemic diseases and human traffickings in order to align and engage
governments and parliaments to its missions for peace. Then, we should

engage in policy debates that reflects the voice of the peoples of Asia.

For all participants, on behalf of Secretary General of the House of
Representatives of the Kingdom of Thailand, 1 would like to assure that we
will spare no efforts for the success of “the Workshop on Common
Legislation” and will do our best to make your stay a pleasant and fruitful
one. | wish all participants enjoy the excursion program, visiting Avyutthaya
Historical Study Center, Ayutthaya Hostorical Park and sight seeing around
the city island. If there 1s any shortcoming in our preparation Or if there 18
anything that may require to make you stay more comfortable, 1 will be

pleased to provide for your needs. Once again, welcome all of you to
Thailand.

May 1 now invite His Excellency General Charan Kullavanijaya, the Vice
President of the Nati onal Legislative Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand,
to deliver his inaugural address to declarc open the Workshop on Common
Legislation for Legal Experts from the Member Parliaments of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly.

Thank you very much.
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Inangural Address
By His Excellency
Hon. Gen. Charan Kullavanijaya
Vice President of the National Legislative
Assembly
At the Inaungural Ceremony of the Workshop
on Common Legislation for Legal Experts

from the Member Parliaments

of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)

29 May 2007
Bangkok, Thailand

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure to welcome all of youto Bangkok
for the Workshop on Common Legislation for Legal
Experts from the Member Parliaments of the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA) which is an important

knowledge-sharing and capacity building event for



-2

legal staff of parliaments of APA member countries 10
introduce legal aspects 1nto inter-parliamentary

relationship in the Asia and Pacific region.

Parliamentary officials play the roles in servicing
members in carrying out parliamentary activities.
Legislation is a main rask of the legislative institution.
The APA has rightly placed itself to become a regional
institution of Asia which fosters legislative approach in
its activities. Parliamentary staff of APA member

countries are thus tied to work for both.the benefits of

their own countries and for the region.

The Workshop on Common Legislation for Legal
Experts from the Member Parliaments of the APA 1s a
project to strengthen the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA). The past meetings of the Association of Asian
Parliaments for Peace (AAPP) before 1ts transformation

into APA in Tehran last November, have demonstrated



the strengths and unity of the Asian Region in finding
ways to collectively resolve regional problems through
parliamentary means. Several international 1ssues
discussed so far produced effective and practical
resolutions. There are many issues, however, awaiting
for us to address more deeply and legislatively such as
terrorism, pandemic diseases, drug trafficking, human
trafficking, natural disaster. As thesé problems are
increasingly transnational and complex, the skills and
knowledges of parﬁamentary staff need to be enhanced
in order to prepare themselves ready for and equip them
with current developments of global and regional 1ssues
and the legal know-how and expertise 10 move their

countries and the Asian Region forward.

Thailand believes that legal development 1s an
element to strengthen APA, to solve common problems
in the region and foster regional cohesion. This

Workshop seeks to educate legal staff on ways and
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means to develop legislative activities and legislations
by learning from resource persoms from the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE). Which I believe will improve out knowledge

on the issues with a regional dimension and on how 1o

broaden the scopes and activities of APA in the future.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thailand, with the cooperation of PACE and
Hanns Seidel Foundation, is proud to host this
Workshop. I wish to encourage all of you to fully briﬁg
out your expeﬁise, legal skills and knowledge into this

Workshop in order to further enhance APA’s goal of
“peace”.

I wish the Workshop on Common Legislation for
Legal Experts from -the Member Parliaments of the

Asian Parliamentary Assembly a success. I also wish all

of vou a pleasant stay in Thailand.
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On behalf of The President of the Royal Thar
National Legislative Assembly, I now declare open the
Workshop on Common Iegislation for Legal Experts
from the Member Parliaments of the Asian

Parliamentary Assembly.

Thank you.
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