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THE PARLIAMENTARY NETWORK

On The World Bank & International Monetary Fund

About the Network

Founded in 2000, the Network is an
independent, non-governmental
organization that provides a
platform for Parliamentarians
from over 140 countries to
advocate for increased
accountability and transparency in
development cooperation. The
Parliamentary Network - via its
international secretariat, regional
chapters and country chapters -
reaches over 1500
parliamentarians in Africa, Asia,
Europe and the Americas.

The Network has a specific focus
on multilateral aid and a sub-focus
on the work and modus operandi
of the World Bank Group and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
the world’s largest multilateral
donors. It provides a platform for
MPs and civil society to hold their
own governments and
International Financial Institutions
(IF1s) accountable for development
outcomes.

For more information, please visit
ww.parlnet.org

Development Policy

The Parliamentary Network on the World Bank and IMF strives
to increase transparency and accountability in the
development cooperation process by fostering the oversight
role of parliaments and civil society, most notably in the global
south.

The Network aims to increase country ownership of the
development cooperation process in line with the principles of
aid effectiveness outlined in the Paris Declaration on Aid
Effectiveness and the Accra Agenda for Action.

The Network campaigns to deepen international commitment
to aid effectiveness through increased engagement with donor
and partner country parliamentarians in key areas such as
country ownership, country-based statistical and results
measurement systems, peer-review of country assistance
strategy progress reports, as well as health, nutrition and
population programs.

The Parliamentary Network also regularly contributes to high-
level discussions in a number of special events including the
World Bank/IMF Annual and Spring Meetings, global summits,
parliamentary assembly caucuses, and economic briefing
sessions.

Funding

Over the past 10 years, the Parliamentary Network has received
funding from the governments of Belgium, Greece, Finland,
France, the Netherlands, South Africa, Switzerland and the
United Kingdom. On specific occasions, the World Bank and IMF
equally co-sponsor the Network’s activities.



Activities

The Annual Conference is the Network’s flagship event, bringing together over 200 network
members, leaders from civil society and partner organizations, as well as top officials from a number
of International Financial Institutions including the World Bank, IMF and regional development banks.
The Annual Conferences are hosted by the Parliament and Government of the countries where the
event takes place.

The Parliamentarians Field Visit program gives MPs unique access to a World Bank/IMF country office
and its development programs and affiliates, including the host country’s parliament. During visits,
delegates are briefed on the Bank’s or the Fund’s in-country activities by the local field office. Visiting
MPs meet with the host-country’s parliament, local NGOs, civil society organizations, and small
business owners to discuss development priorities. The visit is concluded by the publication of a
comprehensive report on a host country’s development program and the local World Bank country
office. More than 175 MPs from 50 countries have participated in over 20 visits to countries in Africa,
Asia, the Balkans, Latin America and the Middle East since the program’s inception in 2001. For donor-
country Parliamentarians, the program represents an opportunity to see development cooperation in

practice. Borrowing-country MPs can use field visits as a benchmarking exercise and opportunity to

exchange views and experiences.

Policy Resources

The Network produces a number of
policy resources to support
parliamentarians. The Network’s
Parliamentarians and Development
Series presents key issues in
development cooperation, aid
effectiveness and international
financial institutions in a succinct,
accessible format that includes a
strong analytical component.

The Network has also begun
undertaking case studies from its
partner-country chapters to better
illustrate how relationships between
MPs, civil society and local World
Bank/IMF offices can lead to greater
transparency and improved
development outcomes.

Field Visit reports are a valuable policy

resource that synthesizes the views

and recommendations of visiting MPs

to the World Bank/IMF country office
and national Parliament. In addition,
the Parliamentary Network regularly

produces topic-specific briefings after
attending conferences or other events

relevant to the Parliamentary
Community.

Join the Network

Membership is free of charge and open to all elected
Parliamentarians from World Bank and IMF member
states who currently hold a mandate. Members
represent themselves and their constituents, not their
countries, parliaments or governments. To join the
Network, please visit our website, www.parlnet.org, and
return the enclosed form to our International
Secretariat.

(Please return this registration form by e-mail — you can
also join directly online at www.parlnet.org)
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The Parliamentary Network

on the World Bank & International Monetary Fund
66, Avenue d’léna 75116 Paris, France

+33 (0)1 40 69 30 55 / secretariat@parlnet.org

Site web: http://www.parlnet.org
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PARLIAMENTARIANS &
the WORLD BANK GROUP

Parliamentarians — as elected representatives — can be powerful advocates for development. They pass
laws, debate, and approve foreign aid budgets; review development policies; and hold governments ac-
countable for World Bank-financed programs. The World Bank Group (WBG), in turn, is an important focus
of parliamentary interest, both because of the amount of aid it channels to the many countries in which it
operates, and because it is an important source of knowledge and information on how to achieve devel-
opment results.

INTERACTION BETWEEN THE WORLD BANK GROUP
AND LEGISLATORS TAKES MANY FORMS

The World Bank Group recognizes transparency and accountability as essential to the development pro-
cess and central to achieving the Bank’s twin goals of ending extreme poverty and boosting shared pros-
perity. Through its ‘Open Data Initiative’ launched in 2010, the World Bank Group offers free and open
online access to more than 2,000 financial, business, health, economic and human development statistic.

Global Parliamentary Conference

In partnership with the Parliamentary Network on
the World Bank and the IMF (PN), and the IMF, the
World Bank organizes parliamentary conferenc-
es gathering hundreds of MPs from World Bank
and IMF member countries to discuss pressing
development issues. It gives visiting parliamen-
tarians a platform on which to engage with sen-
ior management and experts of the IMF and the
World Bank Group.

Open Knowledge

Thematic Briefings

A policy dialogue series and Technical briefings
via video-conferences are regularly organized link-
ing MPs with common interest in specific themes

(amongst others health: Ebola, HIV/AIDS; Private
sector development, and agriculture) together
with World Bank Senior Management to exchange
views on development issues and support them
within their national parliaments.

Consultations

As part of its new model for country engagement
launched in July 2014, the World Bank Group in-
volves parliamentarians in the preparation of its
Country Partnership Framework (CPF), which aims
to make the World Bank country- driven model more
systematic, evidence-based and selective. The CPF
is developed in the context of country ownership
and national priorities, and in coordination with oth-
er development partners. The goal is to have a more
systematic and rigorous identification of the key op-

www.worldbank.org/parliamentarians

parliamentarians@worldbankgroup.org




PARLIAMENTARIANS &
the WORLD BANK GROUP

portunities and constraints in a country, as well as
mechanisms to adjust and learn over the course of
the engagement.

Field Visits

Jointly with the Parliamentary Network, the World
Bank has organized a number of parliamentary
field visits to offer a first-hand look at World Bank
programs in developing countries. Through the
‘Parliamentarians in the Field’ program more than
hundreds of members of parliament from over 50
countries have visited World Bank projects on the
ground in Asia, Africa, the Balkans, Latin Amer-
ica and the Middle East. The visits encourages

@/ WORLD BANKGROUP

peer-learning and exchanges between visiting and
local parliamentarians, and the involvement of par-
liamentary organizations.

Capacity Building

Strengthening the capacity of developing countries’
Parliaments is also a key aim of the World Bank
Group. Over the past ten years, the Leadership,
Learning and Innovation (LLI) has trained over
10,000 MPs in partnership with parliamentary or-
ganizations. Programs focus on budget cycle, par-
liamentary administration, as well as the role of par-
liament in curbing corruption, in poverty reduction
and in conflict-affected countries.

PARTNERING WITH PARLIAMENTARY ORGANIZATIONS

The Bank’s primary parliamentary interlocutor is the
Parliamentary Network on the World Bank and the
IMF. Founded in 2000, the Parliamentary Network
is an independent, non-governmental organization
that provides a platform for more than 1,000 Parlia-
mentarians from over 140 countries to advocate for
increased accountability and transparency in devel-
opment cooperation.

The Bank engages with a number of other parlia-
mentary organizations, including: The Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM); the
Francophone Parliamentary Assembly (APF); the

Global Legislators Organizations (GLOBE); the
Inter Parliamentary Union (IPU); the NATO-Parlia-
mentary Assembly (NATO-PA); the Asian Forum of
Parliamentarians on Population and Development
(AFPPD); the Global Organization of Parliamen-
tarians Against Corruption (GOPAC); the Climate
Parliament; the European Parliamentary Forum
on Population & Development (EPF); the ACPE
EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly; and Women
in Parliament (WIP). Its interaction with regional
parliamentary bodies, such as the European Par-
liament and the Pan African Parliament is also
regular and growing.

MORE INFORMATION

Visit the World Bank’s website for parliamentarians: www.worldbank.org/parliamentarians

Subscribe to the monthly e-Newsletter: http://eepurl.com/bx2Jnv

Contacts:

- parliamentarians@worldbankgroup.org

- Naye Bathily, Lead, Parliamentary Relations, Global Engagement, World Bank Group, nbathily@worldbankgroup.org

- Line Zouhour, Parliamentary Relations, World Bank Group, Izouhouradi1@worldbankgroup.org




INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND

FACTSHEET

The IMF and Legislators

The IMF conducts outreach to legislators in its member countries to learn more
about their views and concerns, explain Fund policy advice, and discuss policy
trade-offs. This ongoing dialogue contributes to greater transparency, ownership,
and accountability of economic policy choices. The legislative branch of government
is essential to economic policymaking in most countries. Legislatures approve
budgets and pass tax, banking, and trade laws. They oversee their government’s
economic policies and provide forums for public information and debate.

Legislators can be key to success of Fund policies

The IMF is committed to transparency in its work, to explaining itself, and to listening to the
people whose lives it affects. As part of these efforts, the IMF has broadened its engagement
with the media, civil society, and, increasingly, legislators. Outreach to legislators is important
because they are the elected representatives of their citizenry and have a legitimate role to
play in economic policymaking in their countries.

Both the IMF and its member governments have realized that policies and reforms will be
more effective if they command broad support in society. In low-income countries dialogue
with legislators is particularly important, given their role in discussing and developing national
poverty reduction strategies. Poverty reduction policies can be more effective if country
ownership is enhanced.

Legislators are responsible for passing laws in areas that are central to national economic
and financial policies such as the budget, taxes, trade, and the financial sector. They play an
important oversight role in monitoring economic policies, development programs, and budget
implementation. As a forum for public information and debate, legislatures play a pivotal role
in ensuring that the voices of the voters are heard in major policy debates.

For these reasons, it makes sense for the IMF to engage with lawmakers and provide them
with accurate, up-to-date information about the IMF, its operations, and policy advice.

Dialogue helps IMF understand and explain

The IMF is governed by and is accountable to the governments of its 188 member countries.
According to the IMF charter, the Articles of Agreement, its main interlocutors are the
financial authorities—in most cases the finance ministry or central bank of the member
countries. Recognizing that the principal responsibility for communication to legislators rests
with the national authorities, the IMF’s interaction with legislators is tailored to specific
country circumstances and closely coordinated with each country’s respective financial
authorities and representative on the IMF Executive Board.

The IMF understands that its outreach to legislators is a two-way dialogue. The objective is
to familiarize legislators with the rationale for IMF advice. The IMF also values the
opportunity to listen to legislators’ concerns and learn from their views. The IMF interacts
with legislators at the national, regional, and international level:

Communications Department « Washington, D.C. 20431 e Telephone 202-623-7300 e Fax 202-623-6278
URL: http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/facts/leg.htm
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o At the national level, IMF management, Executive Directors, and staff meet frequently
with legislators during visits to member countries and when legislators visit IMF
headquarters in Washington, D.C, as well as with legislators and staff of the United
States Congress.

e The IMF organizes an increasing number of country and regional seminars for
legislators. Examples include dialogue and meetings with representatives from the
European Parliament; a recent workshop in Vienna in July 2015 introduced MPs from
across Central Asia and the Caucasus to the role of the IMF in the region and explained
the economic policies recommended by the IMF; and in 2014, programs for
parliamentarians were held in Jordan, Kuwait, Mozambique, and Tanzania.

o The Fund also offers courses in economic analysis and policymaking for legislators
with partners such as the Joint Vienna Institute (JVI), addressing topics ranging from the
impact of the global financial crisis to issues facing the extractive industries.

e At the international level, the IMF has a well-established relationship with the
Parliamentary Network on the World Bank and International Monetary Fund; IMF
management and staff participate in its annual conference, workshops and seminars
during the Annual and Spring Meetings, and parliamentarian field visits—most recently to
Peru in March 2015.

e The IMF also cooperates with other global and regional parliamentary organizations,
including the Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption (GOPAC);
Parliamentarians for Global Action (PGA); the Parliamentary Centre; the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association (CPA); and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). Recent
examples include a workshop in Bangladesh in November 2014 that brought together
about 20 legislators from the region and focused on fiscal issues, financial sector
regulation, and other regional economic issues; and a two-day conference covering
transparency and accountability in the extractive industries held in Rwanda in January
2015.

The Independent Evaluation Office (IEO) of the IMF also maintains regular contact with
legislators, who provide feedback, comments, and suggestions on its evaluations.

A dynamic relationship

The IMF has been expanding its contacts with legislators in accordance with the high priority
given to this by both the IMF Executive Board and IMF management. A January 2004 report
of an Executive Board working group stressed that the IMF “should expand its outreach
efforts and listen to legislators to improve the understanding of the political and social context
in which economic decisions are being taken” and to “help build understanding of the IMF.”

In line with those recommendations, the IMF developed a guide for staff on outreach to
legislators. Following a consultative process with the public and legislators, the guide was
published in July 2005. This guide encourages IMF staff to continue to expand its dialogue
with legislators and provides practical advice on interacting with legislators.

THIS INFORMATION IS CURRENT AS OF SEPTEMBER 2015
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