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“Parliamentarians Supporting the
‘Quiet Revolution’ for Better Regulatory Governance”
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uring 18 — 20 April 2018, at Fairmont Hotel,
D Jakarta, the Republic of Indonesia, the National
Legislative Assembly (NLA) delegation, consisting of
Gen. Supakorn Sa-nguanchartsornkrai and Mr.
Witawad Boonyasatid, participatedin the dialogue on

“Parliamentarians supporting the ‘quiet revolution’

for better regulatory governance”,
organized by the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
(AIPA) in cooperation with
the Economic Research Institute
for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA).
The objective of this dialogue is to
provide information to Members of
Parliament of the ASEAN member
states on Non-Tariff Measures
(NTMs), Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)
and Good ReguLatory Practice (GRP). Besides, this
dialogue gave parliamentarians the opportunity to
exchange ideas related to their roles to the aforesaid

matter.

19 April 2018, at Fairmont Hotel, Jakarta,

the Republic of Indonesia

Morning Session: The National Legislative
Assembly delegation, consisting of Gen. Supakorn
Sa-nguanchartsomkrai, head of delegation, and
Mr. Witawad Boonyasatid, participated in the
NTMs and NTBs sessions in the dialogue on
“Parliamentarians Supporting the ‘Quiet Revolution’

for Better Regulatory Governance”
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a discussion on the role of parliamentarians in
dealing with such issues. The essence of the
debate was the design of NTMs requiring a lot
of specialized knowledge and the experts in the
implementation. Thus, the role of parliamentarians
is rather limited. For this reason, many trade-
related laws are in forms of ministerial regulations,
ministry notifications and departmental notifications.
Members of Parliament only have the role to pass
primary legislation, which only provides a broad
framework of the work.

In this occasion, Head of the NLA Delegation
also provided information on the approval for the
Licensing Facilitation Act, B.E. 2558. This is an example
case of the parliamentarians’ role in improving the
NTMs framework. One of the important aspects of
this Act is to give opportunities to the responsible
agencies to propose matters to amend, substitute
or abolish certain permission measures in case that
the measures are not consistent with the changing
context.

Afternoon Session: The delegation participated
in the session on “Experience of the Private Sector
and the Role of ASEAN and Government on Managing
Regulation” and the session on “Good Regulation
Practices and the Reduction of Unnecessary
Regulatory Burden”. The head of the NLA delegation
exchanged views on good practices of Thailand which
is favorable for the trade regulatory transparency
and raised the issue of the establishment of the
National Trade Repository of Thailand. For further
information, users can access the website through
www.thailandntr.com, which is publicized in the
official language of ASEAN (English). He also expressed
the opinion that AIPA and ERIA can help push ASEAN
member states, other dialogue partners can also
establish an accessible database available in English
language that most people can understand.

20 April 2018 at Fairmont Hotel, Jakarta, the
Republic of Indonesia

The NLA delegation, consisting of Gen.
Supakorn Sa-nguanchartsornkrai and Mr. Witawad

Boonyasatid, participated in the session on “Good
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Regulatory Practice (GRP) and the Reduction
of Unnecessary Regulatory Burden” during the
dialogue “Parliamentarians supporting the ‘quiet
revolution’ for better regulatory governance”.
In this occasion, the head of delegation reported
the opinion of the NLA delegation on matters what
Members of Parliaments of ASEAN member States can
doto support the pro-business regulatory environment.
The report states that from the perspective of Members
of Thai Parliament, the roles to support the aforesaid
matter as representatives of the people consist of the
legislative role and the role in checks and balances.
In the case of Thailand, the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand provides a strong root for
Thai Parliament Members to create a pro-business
regulatory environment. Therefore, Parliament
Members’ role should increase their efficiency of
representativeness in the checks and balances role.

He further explained that the legislative role
in accordance with Section 77 of the Constitution
of the Kingdom of Thailand prescribes that the
government should introduce laws only to the extent
of necessity and repeal or revise laws that are no
longer necessary. Prior to the enactment of every
law, the government should conduct consultation
with stakeholders. When the law has come into force,
the government should undertake an evaluation
of the outcomes of the law. The NLA delegation
then added that Members of Parliament have only
enacted primary legislation, which gives authority to
related agencies and establishes the framework of
rules and procedure that follows. Normally, trade
practices will be prescribed under secondary law due
to NTMs requires specialized knowledge and have
lots of small details, which affect Thai Members of
Parliament to carefully exchange ideas. At the same
time, the Thai administrative branch had progress
in creating pro-business regulatory environment
which has significantly helped the private sector
in the past 20 years. Even before promulgating the
current Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand,
the government enacted Royal Decree on Review

of Law, B.E. 2558, which requires those who enforce
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the laws to revise the law every
5 years and translate those laws
into the official language of ASEAN
(English). Under this context, the
role in check and balance of Thai
parliamentarians should not take
action on scientific justification
of NTMs because the Parliament
lacks experts in this field. They
should not also stimulate the government to create
pro-business regulatory environment because the
government has already been active in this area. The
Parliament’s role should be to enhance efficiency of
the representativeness and constructive involvement
in this mission. Therefore, Members of Parliament can
express constructive engagement through 2 channels.

The first channel is through interpellation.
As a representative of the people, Members of
Parliament have obligation to express people’s
opinions, regardless of their economic capacity from
any group. Thailand has a variety of businesses in
the private sector, including many small and medium
size businesses. But over the years, a significant
increase in Thai business entrepreneurs has become
multinational corporates. By the interpellation, the
parliament can display its role in checks and balances
to reaffirm that all voices from the private sector
have been considered equally through the process
in accordance with the government’s policy.

The second channel is through related
committees. The Thai Parliament usually studies and
reports its findings related to important matters or
policy issues. In this process, related agencies will
be invited to provide necessary information to the
committee. It is often found that the problem of
policy compliance is due to the fact that the relevant
agencies were working in silos. The NTMs on a
particular product may also involve several agencies.
Fact-finding about the problem will improve the
efficiency of the government’s pro-business regula

tory environment in the future. m
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