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Seminar for Celebrating the 40 Anniversary of
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

Topic: “Four Decades of AIPA and the National Assembly of Thailand”
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On the occasion of
the 40" anniversary
of “ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly: AIPA”, Prof. Pornpetch
Wichitcholchai, President of the
National Legislative Assembly, initiated
the idea of making the set of the 40"
anniversary of AIPA commemorative
stamps. The Secretariat of the House
of Representatives cooperated with
Thailand Post Co.,Ltd. to issue the
set of commemorative stamps using
the previous and present logos of
AIPA as well as a special logo made
by AIPA Secretariat. In this opportunity,
the President of the National
Legislative Assembly presided over
the ceremony of presenting the
set of commemorative stamps to
AIPA diplomats, representatives of AIPA observer

embassies and various alliance organizations.

The National Legislative Assembly also
organized a dialogue discussion for celebrating
the 40" anniversary of AIPA under the topic “Four
Decades of AIPA and the National Assembly
of Thailand” on 1 September 2017 at
Main Hall, 1°* Floor, Parliament Building 1.
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Dr. Charoen Kanthawongs, former Member of Parliament
and former Secretary of the Thai National Group to
the AIPA and Hon. Mr. Isra Sunthornvut, Secretary-
General of AIPA honoured to exchange experience
on working with AIPA and provide guidelines for
working with AIPA in the future.

Opening Ceremony of the 40" Anniversary
Celebration

Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President
of the National Legislative Assembly presided
over the opening ceremony.
Participants of this seminar
consist of representatives
of AIPA member embassies,
namely Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines
and Singapore, ambassadors

and representatives of AIPA

observer embassies, namely
Ambassador of Australia to the Kingdom of
Thailand, representatives from Japanese Embassy,
Embassy of South Korea, Embassy of Russia and
European Parliament, Secretary-General of AIPA,
standing committee chairpersons of the NLA, NLA
members having the opportunity to attend AIPA
meeting, representatives of Freeland Foundation,
the Ministries having the collaboration with the
National Assembly of Thailand in AIPA’s missions,
Thailand Post Co.,Ltd. including the executives
and officials of the Secretariat of the House of
Representatives and the Secretariat of the Senate.

Mr. Sorasak Pienvej, Secretary-General of
the House of Representatives gave a briefing to
the President of the National Legislative Assembly
that this seminar aims to celebrate the 40™
anniversary of AIPA and disseminate knowledge
on AlIPA to the general public. The activities were
organized into 2 parts:
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1. Issuance of the
commemorative stamp
set using logos of AIPA for
reflecting the development
of AIPA in the past 40 years.
These sets of commemorative
stamps were given to AlPA
member countries and
AIPA observer countries for celebrating the 40"
anniversary of AIPA’s establishment;

2. Dialogue discussion on “Four Decades of
AIPA and the National Assembly of Thailand” for
disseminating knowledge and implementation of
AIPA to the general public.

Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President
of the National Legislative Assembly as Chairman
of the Seminar for Celebrating the 40" Anniversary
of AIPA delivered opening remarks and mentioned
the development of AIPA from the integration of 5
ASEAN member parliaments in the name of AIPO to
the integration of 10 ASEAN member parliaments.

On the occasion of the 40" anniversary of
AIPA, the National Legislative Assembly made the
set of the 40" anniversary of AIPA commemorative
stamps. The National Legislative Assembly was
pleasure to give this set of commemorative stamps
to representatives of AIPA member embassies,
representatives of AIPA observer embassies and
various alliance organizations. Furthermore, the
National Legislative Assembly also organized the
dialogue discussion on topic “Four Decades of
AIPA and the National Assembly of Thailand” for
disseminating knowledge on AlPA.

The Dialogue Discussion for Celebrating
the 40" Anniversary of AIPA

Dr. Charoen Kanthawongs, former
Member of Parliament and former Secretary of
the Thai National Group to the AIPA mentioned
the working with AIPA when holding office as
Member of Parliament and Secretary of the
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Thai National Group to the AIPA that he did not
know about AIPA in 2000. At that time, AIPA was
formerly named AIPO standing for ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Organization. He was assigned to join
Thai Parliament Delegation for attending the
General Assembly of AIPO in Manila, the Philippines.
This annual forum opened up the opportunity for
politicians in the region to meet and discuss with

each other which never happened before.

For the possibility in working together
between AIPA and ASEAN, Dr. Charoen gave his
opinions that it is possible but the more important
thing is to make AIPA known to NLA members.

If we look at other countries in ASEAN, the
executive plays the leading role. It shows that the
executive understands the overall work. When the
executive understands its own roles, the executive
will coordinate with the legislature very well.
Therefore, NLA members must be aware of this
point and acknowledge major regional issues such
as fishery problems in the region. After problems
are known, NLA members must help each other
to find out solution to the problems. The AIPA
Secretariat and National Groups of each country
must cooperate with their Ministries of Foreign
Affairs. Concerning the organizational framework,
AIPA can provide assistance in making the
resolutions approved by all member countries.
All resolutions will lead to practices in the future.
In addition, the AIPA Secretariat should utilize
current modern communication technology,
especially during the period of this Thai
Secretary-General of AIPA. NLA members and AIPA
Secretary-General must share information and
consult each other. During the AIPA meeting, NLA
members must adjust their attitudes. Not only
do they attend the meeting but they must also
exchange opinions in the meeting for contributing
to the greatest benefit by seeking the way of

working together.
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Hon. Mr. Isra Sunthornvut, Secretary-
General of AIPA admired the work of the Thai
National Group to the AIPA for its strength and
enthusiasm. The important implementation in
the future is to make AIPA known in the legislature
because the legislature is the side of policy
implementation. The AIPA Secretariat plans to
produce a video for disseminating AIPA information
on the occasion of its official anniversary, 2 September
of every year. As Secretary-General of AIPA, he will
attempt to facilitate AIPA member countries as
much as he can. The important problem of AIPA at
present is the attempt in creating legal harmonization
because AIPA implements with the principle of
consensus. Therefore, all member countries must
agree on any issues. It must start from issues on
which all member countries place common priority.
The problem occurs when one country disagrees
although other 9 member countries agree on
certain issue. One disagreed country may continually
propose to postpone the consideration to the next
meeting. If the consideration is postponed for 5
times, it means that AIPA already spend a total of
5 years in consideration. In perspective of legislators,
laws which will be enacted may be too late to

supervise such matter.

During his term of office as Secretary-General
of AIPA for 3 years (2 years remaining at present),
he intends to make AIPA reflect real voice of the
people. However, AIPA also has limitation because
AlIPA is not the executive. Hence, AIPA cannot
implement everything by itself but AIPA can make
an effort to work for the best outcome under

existing constraints.

The Seminar for Celebrating the 40"
Anniversary of AIPA finished at 12.00 hrs. Then the
Secretary-General of the House of Representatives
presented the sets of commemorative stamps to

appreciate both keynote speakers for joining this

dialogue discussion. m
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