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Regional Seminar on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
for the Parliaments in the Asia - Pacific Region
in Ho Chi Minh City, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
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Mr. Peerasak Porjit, Second Vice - President of
the National Legislative Assembly as Head of the
National Legislative Assembly Delegation, together
with Lt. Gen. Chaiyuth Promsookt, Chairman
of the Committee on Natural Resources and
Environment, Adm. Werapan Sookgont, Chairman
of the Sub-Committee on Marine and Coastal
Resources and Environment and ACM Chanat
Ratana - ubol, member of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, participated in the Regional Seminar
on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
for the Parliaments in the Asia - Pacific Region
titled “Responding to Climate Change - Actions
of Legislators to Achieve the SDGs.” This seminar
was jointly organized by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) and the National Assembly of Vietnam
during 10-13 May 2017 in Ho Chi Minh City, the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

11 May 2017

The National Legislative Assembly delegation,
led by Mr. Peerasak Porjit, Second Vice - President
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of the National Legislative Assembly, attended
the opening ceremony of the Regional Seminar
on Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
for the Parliaments in the Asia - Pacific Region at
GEM Center, Ho Chi Minh City. H.E. Ms. Nguyen
Thi Kim Nean, President of the National Assembly
of Vietnam, delivered the opening speech and
H.E. Mr. Saber Hossain Chowdhury, President of
the Inter - Parliamentary Union (IPU) addressed
the keynote speech. This seminar was attended
by delegations from the parliaments in the
Asia - Pacific region, international organizations
and diplomatic corps from 18 countries and 3
organizations.

Afterwards, the National Legislative Assembly
delegation attended Session | of the Seminar
entitled “Sustainable Development Goals and
the role of parliaments in their achievement”. In
the seminar, representatives from the parliaments
of various countries paid attention to the briefing
of keynote speakers. They discussed, expressed
opinions and exchanged experiences and useful
recommendations which will lead to the formation
of an action plan for the Implementation of the
Agenda for Sustainable Development of the
Parliaments in the Asia - Pacific Region which is the

result of this seminar.

Later, Mr. Peerasak Porjit, Second Vice-President
of the National Legislative Assembly, paid a courtesy
call on H.E. Ms. Tong Thi Phong, Vice - President of
the National Assembly of Vietnam at Reunification
Palace, Ho Chi Minh City. Both parties discussed
the relations between Thailand and Vietnam which
was celebrated the 40" anniversary in 2016 and
other important cooperations, namely cooperation
in coping with fishery problems, Mekong Basin
Development Cooperation and cooperation in the
ASEAN Community.

On this occasion, the Second Vice - President
of the National Legislative Assembly admired the
readiness and potential of Vietnam (public sector
and parliament) in hosting a lot of international
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meetings during 2017 -2018, namely Asia - Pacific
Regional Seminar in association with IPU which the
National Legislative Assembly delegation attended
at this time. In addition, Vietnam will host the
Asia - Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in Da
Nang in November 2017 and the 26" Asia - Pacific
Parliamentary Forum (APPF) in January 2018 which
Vietnam took over the chairmanship of the APPF

from the Republic of Fiji.

In this regard, Vietnam invited the National
Legislative Assembly to send the delegation for
participating in the 26" APPF which will be hosted
in Vietham. Furthermore, the Vice - President
of the National Assembly of Vietnam took this
opportunity to invite the Second Vice - President
of the National Legislative Assembly to lead
the National Legislative Assembly delegation to
officially visit Vietnam as a guest of the National
Assembly of Vietnam in the future.

In the afternoon, Thai delegation attended
Session |l: Responding to Climate Change.
SDGs Self - Assessment Toolkit for Parliaments
organized by IPU and United Nations Development

Programme (UNDP) was then introduced.

In the evening, Thai delegation participated in
the APPF Presidency Handover Ceremony from
the Fiji Parliament to the National Assembly of
Vietnam. Afterwards, the delegation joined a
dinner hosted by H.E. Ms. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan
at Reunification Palace.

12 May 2017

The National Legislative Assembly delegation
consisting of Lt. Gen. Chaiyuth Promsookt, Adm.
Werapan Sookgont and ACM Chanat Ratana - ubol,
paid a study visit to Can Gio District, Ho Chi Minh
City for visiting the Dan Xay resettlement area. This
community was affected by rising sea levels due to
climate change. The delegation also participated
in a Tree Planting Ceremony organized by IPU in
association with the National Assembly of Vietnam,
Ho Chi Minh City and Can Gio District.
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The delegation then visited a project of
mangrove forest in Can Gio District. This project
aims to reduce the impact of coastal erosion and
conserve the ecology and biodiversity in coastal

areas.

13 May 2017

The National Legislative Assembly delegation
composed of Lt. Gen. Chaiyuth Promsookt, Adm.
Werapan Sookgont and ACM Chanat Ratana - ubol,
attended Session lll: Mobilizing resources for SDG
implementation in the Asia - Pacific Region at GEM
Center, Ho Chi Minh City. Participants discussed,
exchanged opinions and recommendations about
guidelines in developing the cooperation for
driving the agenda for sustainable development
domestically and regionally.

Afterwards, the closing ceremony was held.
Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary General of IPU
and H.E. Ms. Tong Thi Phong, Vice - President of
the National Assembly of Vietnam addressed the
closing speeches.

After finishing the seminar at 11.45 hrs., Lt. Gen.
Chaiyuth Promsookt, Chairman of the Committee
on Natural Resources and Environment, the
National Legislative Assembly, gave interview
to reporters from Voice of Vietnam (VOV) and
Voice of America (VOA) to Vietnam in various
issues interested by Vietnamese media, namely
measures for preventing and handling with natural
resources in Thailand after the 2011 mega flood
crisis. Lt. Gen. Chaiyuth Promsookt said that the
National Legislative Assembly was considering
Water Resources Bill, B.E. .... at the moment.
If the mentioned bill is approved by the National
Legislative Assembly, Thailand will have an agency
which is a center for integrated and efficient water
resources management in coping with the climate
change problem. The current Thai government has
a target to conserve forest areas in the country
at least 40% of all Thailand’s areas in the next
20 years.
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Moreover, Lt. Gen. Chaiyuth Promsookt also
answered questions about Royal - initiated Projects
of His Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej
(King Rama IX). The late King promoted people
to stop cutting down trees illegally and turn to
plant economic crops in accordance with the
Sufficiency Economy Philosophy. These projects
not only help elevate people’s standard of living
in remote areas but also develop the economy
which does not harmful to environment. These are
the guidelines in the development of a country
corresponding with Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).
the Project on Restoration of Mangrove Forests

In addition, he also mentioned

organized by the Committee on Natural Resources
and Environment on 19 May 2017 at Chanthaburi
Province. Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn proceeded to preside over the opening
ceremony of this tree planting project.

Finally, Lt. Gen. Chaiyuth Promsookt said
that the National Legislative Assembly acting
as the National Assembly of Thailand had
commitment in cooperating with the government
in policies, enactment of laws and budgets for
supporting the driving of various policies and
measures in environmental protection and efficient
management of Thailand’s natural resources. This
cooperation creates the highest benefits to the
people and meets international obligations of
Thailand.

Afterwards, the National Legislative Assembly
delegation joined a lunch hosted by H.E.
Ms. Tong Thi Phong, Vice - President of the National
Assembly of Vietnam for bidding farewell to
the Parliament delegations from various countries

attending this seminar. m
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