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Regional Seminar
“Issues and Challenges in Managing Labor Migration in ASEAN" and “Rural

Development and Decentralization in Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia”

At the Senate of Cambodia, Phnom Penh
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Mr. Pairoje Potisai, Advisor on Politics, Administration,
and Management (Head of Delegation), together with
Mrs. La-or Putornjai, Deputy Secretary-General,
and Miss Wannapat Chaitep, Foreign Relations Official
from the Bureau of Foreign Affairs, Secretariat of the
Senate attended the Regional Seminar on “Issues and
Challenges in Managing Labor Migration in ASEAN” and
“Rural Development and Decentralization in Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia” at the Senate of
Cambodia, Phnom Penh on Friday 10 June 2016. The
seminar was organized by the Parliamentary Institute
of Cambodia (PIC)-an independent institution aimed to
support capacity building among parliamentarians and
the parliamentary staff. Moreover, the Parliamentary
Institute of Cambodia has signed a Memorandum of
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Understanding (MOU) with King Prajadhipok Institute
(KPI), therefore the PIC has offered training scholarships
for officials from KPl and the Secretariat of the Senate.
Thai candidates who received the aforementioned
scholarships to train at the Cambodian Senate for 6
months were Miss Satjarat Pichitpatja, Legal Officer
from the Bureau of Parliamentray Proceedings, and
Miss Chompunoot Tangthavorn, Academic Researcher
from KPI. Other international fellows included
parliamentary officials from Cambodia, Laos, and
Myanmar. The purpose of this training program, in
addition, was to enhance research skills and knowledge
on specific issues for parliamentary officials.

The seminar topics presented during 10 June 2016
were as follows (categorized by country);

Cambodia “Labor Migration in Cambodia”
and “Rural Development and Decentralization in
Cambodia”

Laos “Cross Border Labor Migration the Case
of Lao PDR” and “Rural Development and
Decentralization in Lao PDR”

Myanmar “Labor Migration in Myanmar” and “Rural
Development and Decentralization in Myanmar”

Thailand “Labor Migration / Labor flow in the
Greater Mekhong Subregion : The Case of Thailand”
and “Rural Development and Decentralization in the
Greater Mekhong Sub region : Case Study of Thailand”

The seminar began with welcome remarks from Mr.
Dararith Kim - Yeat, Executive Director of PIC, followed
by an opening remark by H.E. Mr. Leng Peng Long,
Secretary General of the National Assembly. Afterwards,
research fellows from Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and
Thailand presented their research findings on labor
migration respectively. Presentation were based on
country - specific information and statistics, as well as
an analysis of the current situation on labor migration
flow and legal prospects to improve problems raised
by continuous migration. Presentations on the topics
of rural development and decentralization were
conducted during the afternoon session.

In addition to academic presentations, senior
representatives from regional bodies were invited to
give a speech during the seminar. Ms. Sofia Ariani,
Director on Policy, Education, and Publicity from the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA), Jakarta,
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Indonesia, gave remarks on the regional seminar
organized by PIC and the Cambodian Senate as a great
chance “to exchange knowledge on solutions, best
practices and research findings on two topics of labor
migration and rural development decentralization
among researchers and policymakers of ASEAN states
may be a good start where AIPA stands to benefit from
its cooperation with PIC”. Furthermore, the seminar
was a good opportunity for parliamentary officials and
staff to enhance their skill in research and to expand
their knowledge and networks. Such skills would then
be beneficial for their official duties in supporting
parliamentary affairs in their countries. m
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