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he 140" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary
TUnion and related meetings held during
6-10 April 2019 in Doha, the State of Qatar was
considered the first assembly in 2019 of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and was
attended by 825 representatives from
parliaments of 160 member countries. This
assembly is an obligation of the Thai parliament.
As a member country of the assembly,
the National Legislative Assembly members
namely, Mr. Kitti Wasinondh, First Vice-Chairperson
of the Committee on Foreign Affairs as Leader
of the Delegation, led 7 members of the
National Legislative Assembly including
Mrs. Suwannee Sirivejchapun, Mr. Anusart
Suwanmongkol, Mr. Vorapol Socatiyanurak,
Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep, Gen. Veerun
Chantasatkosol, ACM Chuchart Boonchai and
Mr. Jarernsak Salakij and 5 officials serving
as secretary of the delegation, to attend the
meetings according to the programme during
5-11 April 2019.
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Summary of the missions of the National
Legislative Assembly delegation

1. The 140™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

The delegation of the National Legislative Assembly
attended the assembly during 7-10 April 2019. The theme of the
General Debate titled “Parliaments as platforms to enhance
education for peace, security and the rule of law”. Mr. Kitti
Wasinondh, Leader of the Delegation, delivered a statement on
the theme which was summarized as follows: Recently, Thailand
held the general election on 24 March 2019 and was preparing
for the auspicious coronation. As the chair country of ASEAN and
coordinator of ASEAN in Sustainable Development, Thailand took
this opportunity to strengthen cooperation to implement UN 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. In parliamentary sector,
Thailand holds chairmanship of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) and will host 3 related meetings under AIPA
framework. It has been a long time that Thailand has applied
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej the Great’s Sufficdency Economy

Philosophy and Sustainable Development. In order to achieve
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Sustainable Development Goal 4: Quality
Education, Thailand has integrated Sufficiency
Economy Philosophy into education including
life-long leaming as a paradigm to promote
sustainable development for the people in a
long term as ensured in the 20 Year National
Strategy. In such matter, the National Legislative
Assembly has played a crucial role in approving
important laws on education namely, Equitable
Education Fund, Early Childhood Development,
and establishment of the Ministry of Higher
Education, Science, Research and Innovation.
Moreover, the National Legislative Assembly
has carried out the mission in Sustainable
Development through Road Safety Campaign
in the ASEAN region. The National Legislative
Assembly has committed to support the
implementation of Sustainable Development

Goal especially, Goal 4 in order to provide

equitable and quality education for all. In addition,
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the National Legislative Assembly delegates and the delegates
from 160 member countries made resolutions on important
agenda at the assembly namely, the resolution on “Call for urgent
international action to support Mozambique, Malawi and
Zimbabwe hit by Cyclone Idai” as an emergency item and
approved 2 resolutions proposed by the Standing Committee on
Peace and International Security and the Standing Committee on
Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade.

2. The 204" Session of the Governing Council of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union

The delegation of the National Legislative Assembly
attended the meeting of the Governing Council of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union during 7-10 April 2019 for a hearing of the
6 month report on the performance of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, Financial Report of 2018, activities of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union under the cooperation framework with the United
Nations, the implementation of 5 Year Strategic Plan (2017-2021)
and specialized meetings under the framework of the

Inter-Parliamentary Union from the previous assembly.
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The Thai delegates made a resolution on the
approval of the report of judgment on the case
of human rights violation among parliamentarians
in some member countries and approval of the
persons nominated by geopolitical groups to fill the
vacant positions in the Inter-Parliamentary Union.
The assembly also considered the situations of
8 member countries of the watch list including
Thailand. During the meeting, the Secretary-General
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union reported to the
assembly about the recent development of
Thailand’s political situation especially, the general
elections on 24 March 2019 which was considered
a recent development following the Roadmap
to Democracy. The result of the elections will
be announced in May, new Parliamentarians will
be appointed and the new government will be
established in June. The assembly agreed upon the
Executive Committee’s proposal to congratulate
Thailand on the positive development and hope to
welcome newly appointed parliamentarians to the
141 Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in

Belgrade, the Republic of Serbia in October.
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3. Participation of the National Legislative
Assembly delegates in Standing Committees

The delegation of the National Legislative
Assembly attended in the meetings of the Standing
Committees of the Parliamentarian Union and
participated in the following activities. 1) The Forum
of Women Parliamentarians Mrs. Suwannee
Sirivejchapun, Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol and Gen.
Veerun Chantasatkosol participated in the meeting
and discussion in different agendas to share opinions
on the draft resolution of the Standing Committee
from Gender Perspective. 2) The Meeting of the
Standing Committee on Peace and International
Security Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol, Mr. Jarernsak
Salakij and ACM Chuchart Boonchai attended
the meeting and proposed an amendment to the
draft resolution of the Committee entitled
“Non-admissibility of using mercenaries as a means
of undermining peace and violating human rights”.
3) The Meeting of the Standing Committee on
Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade

Mr. Vorapol Socatiyanurak and Mrs. Saowanee
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Suwannacheep attended the meeting and proposed
an amendment to the draft resolution of the
Committee, “The role of fair and free trade and
investment in achieving the SDGs, especially regarding
economic equality, sustainable infrastructure,
industrialization and innovation”. 4) The Meeting
of the Standing Committee on Democracy and
Human Rights Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep, Gen.
Veerun Chantasatkosol, and ACM Chuchart Boonchai
participated in the meeting and a discussion on
different agendas including the preparatory debate
on the theme of the next resolution “Achieving
Universal Health Coverage by 2030: the role
of parliament in ensuring the right to health”
for approval at the 141% Assembly of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union and a discussion to follow up
on 3 resolutions adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union in the past. 5) The Meeting of the Standing
Committee on United Nations Affairs Mr. Jarernsak
Salakij attended the meeting on “Parliamentary
follow-up on the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs) in preparation for the 2019 session of the
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United Nations High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)
on Sustainable Development” and “Empowering
people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality”
which will be the main theme of High-Level Forum
on Sustainable Development in 2019.

In addition, Mrs. Suwannee Sirivejchapun
acted as a panelist in the workshop on child,
newborn and maternal health titled “Improving
Health Financing” under the theme “True Love is
Shown Through Budget”. In this session, Gen. Veerun
Chantasatkosol participated in the workshop.

4. The Roles of the Members of the
National Legislative Assembly Holding Positions
in the Inter-Parliamentary Union

The members of the National Legislative
Assembly who hold positions in the Committees of
the Inter-Parliamentary Union based on Asia-Pacific
geopolitics ratio are as follows: (1) Mrs. Suwannee
Sirivejchapun as Member of the Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians (March 2016-March 2020) (2) Mrs.
Bilaibhan Sampatisiri as Member of the Standing
Committee on United Nations Affairs (October 2016-
October 2020) (3) Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol
as Member of the Standing Committee on Peace
and International Security (October 2016-October
2020) (4) Mr. Vorapol Socatiyanurak as Member of
the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,
Finance and Trade (March 2016-March 2020).
The Thai delegates attended the meetings related
to their commitments continually in order to set up
plans and directions of the Standing Committees
and drive activities of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
as representatives of the Asia-Pacific Geopolitical
Group and Thailand. In addition, Mr. Kitti Wasinondh,
Leader of the Delegation also attended the meeting
of the Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs.

5. ASEAN+3 Group Meeting and Asia-Pacific
Geopolitical Group Meeting

The National Legislative Assembly delegates
attended the ASEAN+3 Group Meeting and
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Asia-Pacific Geopolitical Group Meeting on 6 April 2019.
The meeting served as a forum for the member
countries to consider urgent matters during the
assembly such as a consideration of emergency
items and nomination of persons for vacant positions
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union based on Asia-Pacific
Geopolitical Group ratio. On this occasion, the
delegation of the National Legislative Assembly took
the ASEAN chairmanship role in promoting sustainable
development in the region as well as the chairmanship
role in ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA).
Thailand is the host country for 3 meetings under
AIPA framework in 2019 namely, the 2™ Meeting of
AIPA Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs in March
2019, ASEAN-AIPA Interface at the 34" ASEAN Summit
in June 2019 and the 40" General Assembly of the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly in August 2019.
In addition, the delegation of the National Legislative
Assembly proposed a primary nomination of the
new parliamentarians for the positions in Executive
Committee where the membership status of the
Vietnamese and Iranian parliamentarians will
terminate in October 2019.

6. Bilateral Meetings

The National Legislative Assembly delegates
attended 4 bilateral meetings with representatives

from friendship countries namely, Japan, China,
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Russia and Qatar. Moreover, the delegation had bilateral meetings
with representatives from Myanmar and Vietnam and the President
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Secretary-General of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union. The Thai delegation took this opportunity
to provide information about the implementation following
the roadmap towards stable and sustainable democracy and
emphasized the process after the general elections which were
held on 24 March 2019.

During the Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
the delegation of the National Legislative Assembly was successful
in taking this opportunity to build confidence of Thailand’s potential
in global community and positive development in different aspects,
building bilateral relationship with other countries, take a leading
role in meetings including the discussion to amend draft resolutions
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. Moreover, the Thai delegates
participated in a resolution with other member countries to express
the Inter-Parliamentary Union point on important matters
in international interest. Furthermore, the National Legislative
Assembly delegates representing Thailand played a standout role
as members the Committees of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
witnessed by delegations of the member countries. This is
considered a successfully mission as a delegation of the National
Legislative Assembly in the 140" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary

Union and Related Meetings. m
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