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on Trade & Negotiations

Vorkshop 2018

RSiS

he National Legislative Assembly Delegation
Tted by Mr. Witawad Boonyasatid,
Spokesperson of the Committee on Economics,
Monetary and Finance and Mr. Chen Namchaisiri,
Member of the Committee on Commerce, Industry
and Labour participated in the 9" RSIS-WTO
Parliamentarian Workshop 2018 during 6 - 9 May
2018 in the Republic of Singapore. This workshop was
organized by the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Secretariat and Center for Multilateralism Studies (CMS),
S. Rajaratnam School of international Studies, and
sponsored by Temasek Foundation Centre for Trade &
Negotiation (TFCTN). The workshop took place
during 7 - 9 May 2018.
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The programme is intended to further

improve parliamentarians’ potential in developing
countries in Asia and to build understanding on the
World Trade Organization and international trade
negotiations under WTO framework. The roles of
parliamentarians are realized as a part of international
trade promotion through decision-making process
and ratification of international agreements, including
enactment of domestic laws corresponding with
international agreements and building of network
among parliamentarians from various countries.
The workshop was attended by 43 participants
from 18 countries, comprising parliamentarians,
ambassadors, parliamentary officials from Asian
countries. Moreover, the workshop featured speakers
from related organizations and agencies such as
WTO, TFCTN and the Ministry of Trade and Industry
of Singapore, etc.

H.E. Mr. Tan Chuan-Jin, Speaker of the
Parliament of Singapore delivered the opening remark.
Experts from various fields were invited to discuss and
share knowledge on international trade, important
topics discussed in this workshop comprising 10
matters : 1) Post-Eleventh WTO Ministerial Conference,
2) How Does the WTO Function and Make Decisions?,
3) The Current Political Context and its Impact on
International Trade and WTO, 4) Fisheries Subsidies,
5) Trade in “Green” Goods, 6) Information Technology

Agreement (ITA), 7) Trade Connectivity: Trade
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Facilitation Agreement (TFA) and Belt-Road Initiative
(BRI), 8) Trade Issues for Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises (MSME), 9) Regional Trade Agreements
Vs Multilateralism Debate, 10) Managing Disputes
Over Trade. Furthermore, the parliamentarians from
various countries were offered an opportunity to
express their opinions, exchange experiences and
ask questions in which they are interested.

During the workshop, the organizer arranged
activities for participants to visit various places such
as Asian Civilization Museum (ACM) which is a major
learning source in Singapore. This place displays the
ancient civilization of Asia through antiques from all
over the region with modern presentation. A study
visit to the Port of Singapore (PSA) was also included
in the foregoing activities. The PSA Port of Singapore
is currently one of the world’s largest container
terminals and is predominantly known for being
the world’s largest transshipment hub connecting
to other regions. Moreover, participants were given
an opportunity to visit the Parliament of Singapore
and attended the briefing conducted by senior

parliamentary officials.
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This Parliamentarian Workshop is considered
to be highly beneficial to the National Legislative
Assembly in learning on WTO functions, overall
global economy and other international trade issues.
In addition, the workshop serves as an opportunity
for the parliamentarians to exchange experiences
among themselves and thereafter utilize the
exchanged information, knowledge and experiences

for consideration of relevant laws. m
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