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UIIﬁUQ GO
n Thailand 4'0°

he Sub-Committee on Women Affairs, under
Tthe Standing Committee on Social, Children,
Youth, Women, the Elderly, the Disabled and the
Underprivileged Affairs, the National Legislative Assembly,
organized a seminar on International Women’s Day 2018
with the topic, “The Role of Thai Women in Thailand 4.0”

7 . onTuesday 6" March 2018, at Main Hall,
' - Parliament Building 1. One of the

objectives of the seminar is to celebrate
International Women’s Day, while other
objectives include to steer gender
equality and also to promote further
development of Thai women’s role. The
summary of the seminar is as follows.
Professor Pornpetch
Wichitcholchai, President of the
National Legislative Assembly, delivered
the opening speech. The president
addressed that every 8" of March is
International Women'’s Day, which is a day to recall the
history and reflect on the development of women’s
role that has gone through changes from each passing
generation. Moreover, one must especially understand
and propel equality amongst gender and age equally
within the society. Many countries have already
prescribed the aforesaid issue in their Constitutions,
including Thailand. Other than prescribing the matter
in the Constitution, Thailand is also enforcing it to be
practiced. The legislative, administrative and judicial
branches, as part of the National Legislative Assembly,

tremendously emphasize this matter by establishing a
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committee to monitor and carry out activities for the
society to progress equally. Regarding Thailand’s role
in international community, the National Legislative
Assembly participated in the 4™ World Conference
of Speakers of Parliament with the topic, “Achieving
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Al Women
and Girls” in 2015. In this occasion, the Conference
firmly agreed to push forward gender equality making
it an important agenda in parliaments, as determined
in the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Strategic Plan
2012 - 2017. The three main goals are as follow.

IPU Strategic Plan 2012 - 2017 and the 3 Main Goals

1. Increase female members of parliament in the world
2. Promote and increase women'’s role in parliament
3. Encourage women’s rights protection as a main agenda

in parliament proceedings in the World

The objective is to encourage participating
countries to put into practice tangibly.

A seminar on the topic “Women’s Role
in Thailand 4.0” followed the opening speech
as 4 speakers discussed and exchanged ideas.
The summary of this seminar is as follows.

® Mrs. Suwannee Sirivejchapun, Chairperson of the
Sub-Committee on Women’s Affairs, mentioned that Sub-
Committee’s work adheres to the policy of the government,
leave no one behind. As the Sub-Committee made
study visits and conducted public hearing, the Sub-
committee learned that women in the civil society do
their duties strongly but they still face problems related
to women. Examples of such problems are women are
often subjected to domestic violence due to relying on
income earned by men who are the leader of the family,
girls are given less educational opportunities compared
to boys and boys are given more importance while being
raised than girls. Therefore, in Thailand 4.0, education
and the development of information technology are
important factors enabling women to have more roles
in the society. There are still fewer opportunities for
women to enter political careers due to no support

from family members and the general public perceives
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politics are more suitable for men, making less people
vote for women. As a result, the Sub-Committee has
continuously put effort into setting up a quota of
women number in parliament to be the same as foreign
countries, thus, making work and consideration of law
extensive and diverse. The Sub-Committee supports
more new generation women to work in the politics
to help solve problems women are experiencing.

® Mrs. Surangkana Wayuparb, Member of
National Legislative Assembly, as the Executive Director of
the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (Public
Organization), Ministry of Information and Communication
Technology, mentioned that to improve and achieve
success in life, women must first find themselves, then,
find opportunities that will lead to their goals by regularly
studying and developing themselves. Furthermore, they
must view problems positively. Women in Thailand 4.0
especially need to adjust to changes by learning new
information like languages and technology. These are
important instruments in this generation that will help
with women’s development. Technology usage have
to be understood and studying in Thailand 4.0 must
be done by, “Learning by Doing”, which is learning by
practicing. Therefore, once learned, one must practice in
line with the knowledge learned in order to be successful.

® Mrs. Katesara Munchusri, Managing Director of
the Stock Exchange of Thailand, said that in regard to
women’s role in Thailand 4.0, there are no difference
between women and men. Everybody is equal.
Women especially need to be open to opportunities
for themselves to face new challenging experiences,
continue to study and adapt themselves to the changes
from each passing generation. Especially in Thailand
4.0, women have to constantly develop themselves.
Studying in formal education may not enough,
therefore women have to seek other knowledges,
for example languages, and learn new technology
to develop themselves to keep up with changes.

® Miss Vipunijit Ketunuti, Coordinator of Women
in Asia and Pacific Project, United Nations, mentioned that
the United Nations has the goal to develop women’s

quality of life, leave no one behind, especially women
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living in underdeveloped or
in risky areas. Even though
Thai women’s role has been
increased and accepted by
the international community,
women still play fewer roles
in Thai politics compared to
other fields because most
people are not confident
in women’s working in this
field. Regarding steering the country to be stable,
prosperous and sustainable, in accordance with the
policy of the government, it is important to propel
manpower of every gender and age together
and also rely on other related matters to push
the country forward and develop efficiently.

Suegestions on the
Development of Thai

warnen in Thailamd 4,0

In the end of the seminar, Mr. Wallop
Tangkananurak, Chairperson of the Standing Committee,
delivered the closing speech. The Chairperson
addressed that the world have changed very much.
There is no male leader and a female follower
as both genders have to walk together. Thailand
4.0 still have many matters and dimensions that
the National Legislative Assembly have to propel,
especially the annulment of law that deprives women’s

rights, for everything to progress fairly and equally. m
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