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Professor Porpetch Wichitcholchai, President of the National Legislative Assembly

of Thailand Paid an Official Visit to the Republic of Indonesia At the Invitation of

H.E. Setya Novanto, Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives (DPR)
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During 11-16 March 2017

Professor Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President
of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand,
led the delegation to pay an official visit to
the Republic of Indonesia at the invitation of
H.E. Setya Novanto, Speaker of the Indonesian
House of Representatives, during 11-16 March
2017. On this occasion, the President of the National
Legislative Assembly of Thailand and the delegation
paid courtesy calls on and exchanged opinions
with H.E. Setya Novanto, Speaker of the Indonesian
House of Representatives, Paku Alam X, Vice
Governor of Yogyakarta and | Nyoman Adi
Wiryatama, Speaker of the Provincial House of
Representatives Bali Province.
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In this regard, H.E. Setya Novanto, Speaker
of the Indonesian House of Representatives,
accompanied by the Vice Speaker of the Indonesian
House of Representatives, the Chairman of the
Committee for Inter-Parliamentary Cooperation,
the Chairman of Indonesia-Thailand Parliamentary
Friendship Group and members of the Indonesian
House of Representatives met with the delegation.
The conversation addressed the close and cordial
relations between the two countries at all levels.
Both parties agreed to promote and support
bilateral parliamentary cooperation in exchanging
visits and multilateral cooperation in international
frameworks especially among ASEAN member
countries. It was a great honored to learn that
among 49 parliamentary friendship groups of
Indonesia, Thailand is the only one country in
ASEAN. Furthermore, both sides agreed to promote
and support cooperation in many areas including
economy, trade and investment, anti-terrorism,
maritime zone, tourism, education and sister-city
establishment between Bangkok and Jakarta,
Chiang Mai and Yogyakarta and Phuket and
Bali which was on the consideration process.
Thailand and Indonesia have participated in
many international parliamentary organizations
such as Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA). Both countries
regularly send delegations to attend conferences
and support each other’s roles and resolutions
in international platforms. On this occasion, the
Indonesian representatives invited the National
Legislative Assembly of Thailand to nominate
delegates to participate in ASEAN Inter - Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) Caucus World Parliamentary
Forum on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against
Corruption (GOPAC) hosted by Indonesia this year.
The President of the National Legislative Assembly
of Thailand accepted the invitation with pleasure
and also invited the Speaker of the Indonesian
House of Representatives to visit Thailand.
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During the stay in Indonesia, the President of

the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand and
the delegation visited Bali and Yogyakarta. They
attended a bilateral meeting discussing official
issues with I Nyoman Adi Wiryatama, Speaker of the
Provincial House of Representatives Bali Province,
the Vice - Speaker and the members of the Provincial
House of Representatives Bali Province. Both
parties discussed the topics of cultural tourism
since Bali and the southern part of Thailand are
similar in geography and cultures and they are
both international tourist destinations. The two
countries currently emphasized tourist safety
and promote integration in tourism. Bali has
applied Thailand’s concept of “One Tambon,
One Product” (OTOP) to promote the integration
in tourism, religions and cultures in Bali. Most of
Bali’s population are Hindus and there are many
temples in Bali making it well known as “the Island
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of Thousands Temples”. Bali is a rich traditional
curtural province, especially the daily worships.
Moreover, both parties also exchanged opinions
on complaints about transport services problems
caused by Uber and Grab.

On the Yogyakarta visit, the President of the
National Legislative Assembly of Thailand and the
delegation paid a courtesy call on and exchanged
opinions with Paku Alam X, Vice Governor of
Yogyakarta and Sultan of one of the dynasties
reigning Yogyakarta. Yogyakarta is the only special
administrative area of Indonesia governed by
sultans. One Sultan of Yogyakarta takes a position
of the Governor and another Sultan takes a position
of the Vice Governor. The discussion was on the
support of educational and cultural cooperation
and ideas on how to strengthen the sister city
relationship between Chiang Mai and Yogyakarta.
It is believed that the opening of the new
international airport in Yogyakarta in the next two
years will increase the number of international
and Thai tourists because Yogyakarta is the location
of Borobudur, the world’s largest Buddhist temple
and the World Heritage Site. The Deputy Governor
of Yogyakarta also requested Thailand to consider
starting a new direct airline route between
Yogyakarta and Bangkok or Chiang Mai.

The Indonesia mass media were highly interested
in this visit. There were press conferences and
interviews after the bilateral meetings in Jakarta,
Bali and Yogyakarta in order to publish in various

media in Indonesia. =
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