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Regional Seminar on “Education Reform in ASEAN”

Organized by National Assembly of Cambodia In the Views of Malaysia,

Myanmar, Thailand and Cambodia Phnom Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia
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The National Legislative Assembly, led by
Mr. Tuang Untachai, Member of the National
Legislative Assembly, as Chairperson of the
Committee on Education and Sports of the
National Legislative Assembly, was assigned by the
President of the National Legislative Assembly as
Head of Delegation. Accompanied by Ms. Varaporn
Meeprempree, Advisor on Legislative Procedure
and Mrs. La-or Putornjai, Deputy Secretary - General
of the Senate, the Head of Delegation attended
the Parliament of Cambodia’s Regional Seminar
during 9-10 February 2017 at Phnom Penh, the
Kingdom of Cambodia organized by Parliament
Institution of Cambodia (PIC). The institution
plays an important role in providing trainings and
practices for officers of the National Assembly of
Cambodia and expanding cooperation on studying
and academic research across countries in ASEAN
to support parliamentarians’ missions.
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The 2017 seminar was themed “Education
Reform in ASEAN” in order for the parliamentary
officers from Malaysia, Myanmar, Cambodia and
Thailand participated in the programme to conduct
researches in the area education and guidelines
for education reform in the context of their own
country. The research results could be used as
guidelines to solve problems and will benefit
educational development of each country in
the future. Moreover, the seminar also discussed
“Progress and Challenges in Education Reform
in ASEAN” and “Roles of Different Agencies in
Education Reform” as well as an exchange of
opinions and experiences among representatives
of parliamentarians from ASEAN member countries
and experts from ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly, King Prajadhipok’s Institute and other
international organizations namely, JICA, UNESCO,
USAID* and PIC.

Ms. Patchanee Wiyaporn from the Secretariat of
the Senate and Ms. Pathomporn Raksapolmuang
from the Secretariat of the House of Representatives,
represented the Thai National Assembly to attend
the programme and presented a case study of
“Basic Education Quality Improvement for Raising
the National Competitiveness of Thailand among
ASEAN Member Countries”
objectives of the research are 1) to explore the

. The four main

significant roles of basic education to strengthen
national competitiveness; 2) to explain the current
status of the basic education in terms of challenges
and achievements that influence the level of
national competitiveness compared with other
ASEAN member countries; 3) to explore current
situations or challenges in terms of gender disparity
in STEM?-related studying opportunities and
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gender neutrality in classroom management; and
4) to outline best practices for further application.

The research of the Thai participants is aimed
to answer two questions namely 1) What are key
challenges of the basic education reform that
need to be addressed for raising the national
competitiveness among ASEAN member
countries?; and 2) What are the best practices and
policy in dealing with basic education challenges
to lift up Thailand’s rank on global and regional
competitiveness? The results of the study show
that budget allocation is the main cause in unequal
distribution of education resources to schools in
different areas. It can be seen through lack of
updated teaching materials and lack of teachers.
The latter problem results from inadequate
budget allocation to develop teaching profession
programme and an inefficient registration system
for teacher licenses. Moreover, a large gap between
the proportion of retired teachers and new teachers
wasanotherobstacle. ltwas also found that traditional
teachingapproaches such as rote-learningand teacher-
centered are still the main approaches rather than
the student-centered approach which is a more
efficient teaching pedagogy that promotes critical
and analytical thinking skills in students.

A guideline to solve the problems should firstly
begin with government budget allocation for national
education in order to improve the quality of small or
rural schools to have the same standard as schools
in Bangkok. The research proposes “Input-based
Approach” for budget allocation in education.
The approach is to estimate expenditure per student
and the change in personnel salary per student
necessary for each province to have more quality
teachers per classroom. Moreover, merging schools
located within the same area is also suggested in
order to solve educational resource allocation as
well as a change of teaching approach to promote
self-study learning and self-research through an
analytical thinking approach, known as Problem-
based Learning Approach, to Thai students. This
approach stimulates students to be able to analyze
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problems and find answers by themselves.
In addition,
technology should be provided to improve teaching

information and communication

materials in rural schools.

In conclusion, the research presentation and
the seminar on various matters aim to present
advancement and challenges in education reformin
the ASEAN member countries especially, the matter
of budget allocation considered as a serious problem
in many countries. More importantly, how the
government, parliament and agencies responsible
for education manage the limited budget to its
highest efficiency is also essential. It is widely
known that United Nations has established the
new goals of development entitled “Sustainable
Development Goals: SDGs” based on paradigm and
concepts viewing development as economic, social
and environmental dimensions interrelated to one
another. Education is included in Goal 4: Ensure
Inclusive and Quality Education for all and Promote
Lifelong Learning. Therefore, the regional seminar
organized by the Parliament of the Kingdom
of Cambodia was a valuable opportunity for
parliamentary officers from the ASEAN member
countries to work on an academic research in order
to support missions of parliamentarians. It was
also a precious opportunity for representatives of
parliamentarians from the ASEAN member
countries and international organizations to exchange
views. The views expressed in the seminar
contribute greatly to the participants in applying
knowledge and experiences to study and develop
educational reform in correspond to educational
reform in the context of their own countries as

well as the context of global communities. m
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! ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly: AIPA, Japan International Cooperation Agency: JICA, United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization: UNESCO, United States Agency for International Development: USAID

? Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics Education: STEM Education is a classroom management for learners to learn and

integrate knowledge in science, technology, engineering processes and mathematics in order to apply and solve problems in their real

life as well as process development or new outputs together with the 21* century skill development
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