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The National Legislative Assembly Welcomed the Minister

of the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia to the Kingdom of Thailand

on the Occasion of Bilateral Meeting to Strengthen Diplomatic Relations
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On Thursday 19 January 2017 at 10.30 Hrs. at
the Official Reception Room, 2" Floor, Parliament
Building 1, Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol, Member
of the National Legislative Assembly, as President
of Thailand-Indonesia Parliamentarians
Friendship Group, and party welcomed Mr. Toferry
Primanda Soetikno, the Minister of the Embassy
of the Republic of Indonesia to the Kingdom
of Thailand. The President also introduced other
Members of the National Legislative Assembly
participating in the welcome.

Mr. Toferry Primanda Soetikno, the Minister of the
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia to the Kingdom
of Thailand, introduced himself on the occasion
of the assumption of the position in Thailand and
thanked the delegation of the National Legislative
Assembly for the warm welcome. Afterwards, they
had a discussion on Thailand-Indonesia relations
which can be summarized as follows:

Fanam : https://www.emirates.com/english/destinations/flights-to-bangkok.aspx
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1. General Relations

Thailand and Indonesia have had smooth relations
since the establishment of diplomatic relations on
7 March 1950. The two countries have exchanged
visits in all levels, both government and people
levels. Recently, on 25 October 2016, H.E. Mr. Joko
Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia,
and First Lady Mrs. Iriana Joko Widodo, spouse,
laid a wreath to honor and paid respect to His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej at Dusit Maha
Prasat Throne Hall. Besides, the President of the
Republic of Indonesia also plans to pay an official
visit to Thailand in 2017. As for Thailand, in March
2017, the President of the National Legislative
Assembly plans to pay an official visit to Indonesia
to strengthen parliamentary relations and promote
cooperationin all aspects. As Thailand and Indonesia
are the co-founders of ASEAN Community, the
Prime Minister of Thailand has met the President
of the Republic of Indonesia several times in
international conferences and meetings. At present,
the unstable economic situations in Europe and the
United States, as a result, the ASEAN Community
becomes stronger and more united.

2. Tourism Relations

The Minister of the Embassy of the Republic
of Indonesia mentioned the relations on tourism
need more promotion and cooperation since
there are more than 500,000 Indonesian tourists
traveling to Thailand annually and there are
approximately 100,000 Thai tourists traveling to
Indonesia annually.

Furthermore, citizen of both countries also have
common interest in sports for example, football
matches, both home teams and visiting teams,
or participations in regional or world class sport
competitions. These activities create chances for
people of the two countries to meet while cheering
the sport players from their own countries.

3. Banking and Monetary Relations

Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep, Executive
Committee Member of Thailand-Indonesia
Parliamentarians Friendship Group, stated on the
relations on monetary and banking that the two

countries have continually had close cooperation
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through meetings under ASEAN framework such
as meetings of Working Committee on Financial
Services Liberalization under the ASEAN Framework
Agreement on Services (WC-FSL) at Bank Indonesia,
Jakarta, Indonesia. The participants were consisted
of the delegations from Ministries of Finance and
Central Banks of the member countries.

4. Military Relations

Gen. Nipat Thonglek and ACM Chuchart Boonchai,
Members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
the National Legislative Assembly, mentioned
the relations on military between Thailand and
Indonesia that Thai and Indonesia Air Forces have
cooperated in air force training joint exercises
code-named “Elang Thainesia”. The two countries
have alternately hosted the exercises once every
two years since 1981. On Disaster Relief Services,
Thailand assigned C-130 aircrafts to deliver food
and supplies for distributing to victims from
earthquake and tsunami in Padang, Indonesia.
Thailand also appointed army officers to be the
military observers in peace keeping operations in
Aceh. The Minister of the Embassy of the Republic
of Indonesia expressed gratitude and praised the
operations of Royal Thai Armed Forces, as well as
agreed to promote further cooperation of the two
countries in the future. There have been many
exchange visits between armed forces commanders
regularly. Recently, General Ryamizard Ryacudu,
Minister of Defense, Republic of Indonesia paid a
visit to Thailand as guest of Ministry of Defence
of Thailand and paid a courtesy call on the Prime
Minister to discuss the two countries’ relations.

5. Parliamentary Relations

Members of Thai National Assembly and
Indonesian National Assembly meet regularly
in international parliamentary meetings such
as AIPA, GOPAC, and IPU. Recently, Mr. Anusart
Suwanmongkol, President of Thailand-Indonesia
Parliamentarians Friendship Group, met Dr. Fadli
Zon, Vice Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the Republic of Indonesia as the President of
Indonesian IPU in the 135" IPU Assembly, Geneva,
Switzerland. The Minister of the Embassy of
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the Republic of Indonesia added that members
of Indonesian National Assembly placed high
importance on participations in international
parliamentary meetings especially on the topics
of anti-corruptions and sustainable development.

6. Education Relations

Thailand and Indonesia have had long term
cooperation in Education. Thereis an annual meeting
of universities” rectors of the two countries. The
latest meeting was held in Bogor, Indonesia in
2015. Furthermore, there are student exchange
programs, in which most of Thai students studying
in Indonesian universities are from the 3 Southern
Border Provinces of Thailand. Indonesian students
also study in Thai universities in Bangkok,
Chiang Rai and Songkhla.

Mr. Kosol Petchsuwan, Vice President of
Thailand-Indonesia Parliamentarians Friendship
Group, proposed an opinion on educational
cooperation through Network universities to
exchange academic data or choose representatives
of high school students nationwide to join the
project “Thailand-Indonesia Student Science Fair”
in order for students to exchange information and
present their works by using English. Thai students
will_ have more opportunities to practice English
and the project will promote more educational
cooperation in the future.

7. Thailand Political Situation

Mr. Kosol Petchsuwan, Vice President of Thailand -
Indonesia Parliamentarians Friendship Group,
explained that Thailand political situation at the
moment that the country was on the preparation
stage to become the sustainable democratic
country. The Minister praised Thai Government
for determining to resolve the country’s problem
and reforming the country to become absolute
democracy.

Afterwards, the President of Thailand -Indonesia
Parliamentarians Friendship Group, presented the
souvenir to Mr. Toferry Primanda Soetikno, the
Minister of the Republic of Indonesia to the
Kingdom of Thailand, and took a photo together.
The Minister took his leave at 11.30 hrs. m
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