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H.E. Mr. Peerasak Porjit, Second Vice-President of
the National Legislative Assembly, led the delegation

Y of the National Legislative Assembly to attend the 37" : .
General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary |

Assembly (AIPA) during 29 September-3 October 2016
at Nay Pyi Taw, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
The theme of this General Assembly of the AIPA is
“Vibrant AIPA for a Progressive ASEAN Community.” The
important agendas are as follows:

Friday, 30 September 2016

The morning session was the Handling Over Ceremony
of the Office of the President of AIPA which handed
over the post from the Speaker of the Parliament of
Malaysia to the Speaker of the Union Assembly of
Myanmar and the Handling Over Ceremony of the Office
of the Secretary - General of AIPA to Mr. Isra Sunthornvut,
a representative from Thailand who will take office as
the 4™ Secretary-General of AIPA for 3 years during 1
October 2016-30 September 2019.

Executive Committee Meeting

After finishing the Handling Over Ceremony of the
Office of the President of AIPA and the Secretary-General
of AIPA, Executive Committee Meeting was held for
considering the programme of the meeting, topics and
the establishment of committees in various areas. In the
Executive Committee Meeting, H.E. Mr. Peerasak Porjit,
leader of the National Legislative Assembly Delegation
and ACM Charlie Chandruang, deputy leader of the
delegation and Hon. Mr. Witawad Boonyasatid, Member
of the National Legislative Assembly, participated in this
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meeting. The essential contents included the nomination
of persons receiving the AIPA Distinguished Service Award.
Thailand nominated Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol to
receive this reward. However, the meeting resolved to
defer the consideration of the AIPA Distinguished Service
Award to the next General Assembly due to time constraint
in the consideration of nominee’s qualifications.

First Plenary Session

In the First Plenary Session, the meeting agreed to
approve the programme, agenda and the composition
of committees in various areas. In addition, leaders
of the delegations from AIPA member countries also
delivered their statements. H.E. Mr. Peerasak Porjit, leader
of the National Legislative Assembly delegation delivered
the statement that AIPA must intensify its collective
efforts in the harmonization of laws. The amendment
of domestic laws within AIPA member countries in
accordance with the ASEAN Cooperative Framework
should be implemented. He also mentioned the
National Legislative Assembly’s work in the consideration
of laws and the report of Thailand’s current situations.

Meeting of the Committee on Women of ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (WAIPA)

In the meeting of the Committee on Women of
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (WAIPA), three
delegates of the National Legislative Assembly consisting
of Adm. Polawat Sirodom, ACM Chanat Ratana-ubol
and Mrs. Kanchanaratt Leevirojana participated in this
meeting. The meeting considered 3 draft resolutions,
namely 1) Draft Resolution on the Amendments to
the Rules of Procedures of the Women Parliamentarians
of AIPO (WAIPO): Thailand proposed the increase of
the men parliamentarians of AIPA participating and
supporting the working of AIPA, 2) Draft Resolution on
Decent Work for Women in ASEAN by Promoting Social
Protection and Equal Opportunity: Thailand proposed
the amendment of recommendations for completion, 3)
Draft Resolution on Extending the Matemity Benefits of
Working Women in ASEAN: the meeting encouraged AIPA
member countries to enact domestic laws protecting
working women which meet international standards.
The meeting also urged AIPA member countries
to strengthen the cooperation and to control the
implementation of laws in compliance with international
conventions, regional agreements and domestic laws
relating to the enhancement of maternity benefits for
working women.
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Meeting of the Committee on Organizational
Matters

In the afternoon, the meeting of the Committee
on Organizational Matter was held. Delegates of the
National Legislative Assembly participating this meeting
consisted of Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol, Gen. Marut
Patchotasing and Mr. Nipon Narapitakkul. The meeting
considered 13 draft resolutions about the relationship
between AIPA and other organizations such as Deutsche
Gesellschaft fuer Internationale Zussamenarbeit (GIZ),
Freeland Foundation and the Economic Research
Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) including the
consideration of Estimated Budget for Fiscal Year 2017 -
2018 and Financial Report of the AIPA. Furthermore,
the Committee also considered the accreditation of
the Parliament of the Republic of Georgia and the
Parliament of Ukraine as Observers of AIPA. The Committee
resolved to determine the guidelines and rules on the
accreditation of AIPA’s Observers before the discussion
later in order to accredit additional Observers in the next
meeting. The meeting also accredited the appointment
of the 4" Secretary-General, Mr. Isra Sunthornvut.
Before finishing the meeting, the meeting expressed
appreciation on the Completion of the Service of the
President of the AIPA and the AIPA Secretary- General
including the Philippines for confirming the hosting of
the 38" AIPA General Assembly in 2017.

Saturday, 1 October 2016

In the morning, the following meeting of various
committees were held.

Meeting of the Committee on Political Matters

In the meeting of Committee on Political Matters,
delegates of the National Legislative Assembly
participating in the meeting consisted of Adm. Saksith
Cherdboonmuang, Mr. Nipon Narapitakkul and Mr.
Anusart Suwanmongkol. The meeting considered
various draft resolutions, namely 1) Draft Resolution
on Resolving Internal and External Challenges through
Democratic Reform and Achieving Peace and Stability
through Consultation, Consensus, and Negotiation, 2)
Draft Resolution on Strengthening Cooperation to Ensure
Cyber Security in ASEAN and 3) Draft Resolution on
Enhancing Maritime Security Cooperation and Protection
of Marine Resources in ASEAN. In this regard, delegates
of the National Legislative Assembly jointly considered,
discussed and gave recommendations for amending the
aforementioned resolutions to correspond with Thailand’s
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benefits. As a result, the meeting of Committee on
Political Matters agreed with Thailand’s proposal and
unanimously approved the draft resolutions.

Meeting of the Committee on Economic Matters

In the meeting of Committee on Economic Matters in
the General Assembly of the AIPA, the delegation of the
National Legislative Assembly consisting of Mr. Witawad
Boonyasatid, Adm. Yuttana Phagpolngam and Gen.
Marut Patchotasingh discussed with the representatives
of AIPA member countries and agreed with 3 issues
of resolutions, namely 1) Resolution on Creating Job
Opportunities and Decent Working Conditions in the
Process of Enhancing Sustainable Economic Development,
2) Resolution on Strengthening the Growth of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in Entering
and Optimizing the Global Value Chains by Improving
Access to Finance and Technology, and Enhancing
Productivity and Innovation and 3) Resolution on
Parliamentary Support for ASEAN Economic Community
(AEQ) Implementation. The meeting agreed that AECis the
heart of driving the regional economy for elevating the
quality of life and livelihood of people. The acce-leration
of numerous agreements of the Executive and the
Legislature into practices will be the key bringing the
prosperity and well-being to the ASEAN Community in
the near future.

Meeting of the Committee on Social Matters

In the meeting of the Committee on Social Matters,
delegates of the National Legislative Assembly consisting
of Adm. Polawat Sirodom, ACM Chanat Ratana-ubol
and Mrs. Kanchanaratt Leevirojana jointly considered 4
issues of draft resolutions, namely 1) Draft Resolution
on Strengthening Cooperation among AIPA Member
Parliaments on Preparedness and Response to Zika
Virus Infection, 2) Draft Resolution on Strengthening
Cooperation among AIPA Member Parliaments on the
Implementation of Plan of Action to Materialize ASEAN
Declaration on Strengthening Social Protection, 3) Draft
Resolution on Strengthening Cooperation among AlPA
Member Parliaments on the Implementation of Plan of
Action to Materialize ASEAN Declaration on Enhancing
Cooperation in Response to Climate Change and 4)
Draft Resolution on Strengthening Cooperation among
AIPA Member Parliaments on the Implementation of
Plan of Action to Materialize ASEAN Declaration on
Sustainable Tourism. The delegates of the National
Legislative Assembly proposed the guidelines of useful
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implementation in the elimination of carriers of the
disease for preventing the outbreak of Zika Virus, the
support of equal rights to legal labour and the legal
support to environmentally-friendly businesses. The
meeting agreed and attached the proposal of Thailand
in the aforementioned resolutions.

Meeting of the Committee on Joint Communiqué

In the afternoon, the meeting of the Committee on
Joint Communiqué was held. Members of the National
Legislative Assembly participating in this meeting
consisting of ACM Charlie Chandruang, Mrs. Kanchanaratt
Leevirojana and Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol. The
meeting considered draft reports of various committees,
corrected wordings and added the issues for the
completion.

Sunday, 2 October 2016
Second Plenary Session

In the morning, Second Plenary Session was held.
The meeting approved reports of the committees
in various areas. After that is the closing ceremony.
The delegation of the National Legislative Assembly
approved reports and signed the Joint Communiqué.
Overall, the 37" AIPA General Assembly of the AIPA
was successful. Delegates of the National Legislative
Assembly presented opinions which are beneficial to
the AIPA’s implementation to bring these ideas into
practices leading to the progress and security of ASEAN
Community further.

In addition, the delegation of the National Legislative
Assembly also had two bilateral meetings with AIPA
member countries during the 37™ AIPA General
Assembly of the AIPA.

1) The Bilateral Meeting between the Delegation
of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand and
the Delegation of the National Assembly of the Lao
PDR

On Saturday, 1 October 2016 at 18.00-18.30 hrs.
at Royal ACE Hotel, Mr. Witawad Boonyasatid led the
National Legislative Assembly Delegation consisting
of 1) Adm. Yuttana Phagpolngam, 2) Gen. Marut
Patchotasingh, together with Mr. Chainarong
Keratiyutwong, Minister of the Royal Thai Embassy in
Yangon, to discuss with the delegation of the National
Assembly of the Lao PDR consisting of Hon. Mr. Thanta
Kongohaly, Vice-Chairman of Economy, Planning and
Finance Committee and Mr. Phetla Thanthavongsa,
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Director General of Bilateral Parliamentary Department.
The agendas in the discussion concerned with the
economic situation of the Lao PDR, the implementation
of a railway project between Lao Government and the
People’s Republic of China. This project is expected
to be completed within the period of the current Lao
Government. This project has the connection with a
Thailand High-speed Rail Project. Lao PDR s in the process
of promoting the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).
Therefore, delegates of Lao PDR requested Thailand
to support the project by the investment of Thai
investors. Furthermore, they also asked the cooperation
of Thai Parliament in the exchange of learning among
parliamentarians and staffs through the implementation
of projects. The implementation in the cooperative
dimension under Thailand-Lao Parliamentarians
Friendship Group, in particular, will strengthen the
relationship between parliamentarians of both countries.

2) The Bilateral Meeting between the Delegation
of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand and
the Delegation of the Union Assembly of Myanmar

On Sunday, 2 October 2016 at 12.00-12.30 hrs. at
Royal ACE Hotel, ACM Charlie Chandruang acting as
the leader of the National Legislative Assembly led the
delegation consisting of 1) Mrs. Kanchanaratt Leevirojana,
2)Adm. Yuttana Phagpolngam, 3) Mr. Witawad Boonyasatid,
4) Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol, together with Mr.
Chainarong Keratiyutwong, Minister of the Royal Thai
Embassy in Yangon jointly discussed with the delegation
of the Union Assembly of Myanmar consisting of Hon.
U Htun Htun Hein, Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives and Hon. U Aung Kyi Nyunt, Chairman
of the Committee on Politics. Thai delegates explained
the progress of the reform of Thai politics which is in the

“ phase of the Roadmap Action Plan. Moreover, the
Legislature is in the process of enacting related organic
laws. Thailand plans to hold a general election by the
end of 2017 at the earliest.

On this occasion, the delegates of the Union Assembly
of Myanmar expressed the appreciation to Thailand
for continually supporting the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar in the dimensions of politics, economy and
society. The Myanmar Government is also implementing
the creation of harmony within a country due to a lot
of ethnic groups in the country. In addition, parliaments
of both countries also have Thailand-Myanmar
Parliamentarians Friendship Group. Therefore, both
parliaments should support the parliamentary
cooperation and strengthen the relationship between
parliamentarians of both countries. m
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