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Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Standing Committee Meeting on Staff

and Financial Regulations and 1¢ Executive Council Meeting of Asian Parliamentary Assembly

26-27 September 2016 at Phnom Penh, the Kingdom of Cambodia
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The National Legislative Assembly delegation
in Asian Parliamentary Assembly led by Gen. Utis
Sunthorn, Member of the National Legislative
Assembly and Secretary of the Committee on Energy,
attended APA Standing Committee Meeting on Staff
and Financial Regulations and 1% Executive Council
Meeting of Asian Parliamentary Assembly at Sofitel
Phnom Penh Phokeethra Hotel, Phnom Penh, Kingdom
of Cambodia. The National Legislative Assembly
delegation participating in this meeting consisted of
4 members as follows:

1. Gen. Utis Sunthorn Member of the National
Legislative Assembly Secretary, Committee on Energy
The National Legislative Assembly Leader of the
Delegation

2. Mrs. Suwannee Sirivejchapun Member of the
National Legislative Assembly Vice-Chairwoman,
Committee on Social, Children, Youth, Women, the
Elderly, the Disabled and the Underprivileged Affairs
Delegate of the National Legislative Assembly
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3. Miss Krisanee Masrichan Chief of Association of
Parliaments and Association of Secretaries General
of Parliaments Division Bureau of Inter - Parliamentary
Organizations Secretary to the Delegation

4. Miss Kanteera Leelanond Foreign Affairs Officer,
Senior Professional Level

Association of Parliaments and Association of
Secretaries General of Parliaments Division, Bureau of
Inter - Parliamentary Organizations Assistant Secretary
to the Delegation

In this meeting, parliaments from 21 member
countries attended the meeting including the Secretariat
of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA). H.E.
Dr. Nguon Nhel, Vice - President of the National Assembly
of the Kingdom of Cambodia presided over the APA
Standing Committee Meeting on Staff and Financial
Regulations and 1* Executive Council Meeting of
Asian Parliamentary Assembly. He delivered welcome
remarks to participants and invited delegates from
parliaments of member countries to jointly discuss
related issues.

In the APA Standing Committee Meeting on Staff
and Financial Regulations, the Secretariat of the
Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) submitted a Draft
Resolution on Financial Regulations focusing on the
determination of membership fees of various member
countries according to proportion determined by the
Secretariat of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA).
The Secretariat of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA) informed the meeting that such determination
was referred to the principle in calculating the
payment of membership fees in accordance with
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) pattern. The meeting
widely discussed this matter. Then Dr. Masoud Islami,
Acting Secretary-General of Asian Parliamentary
Assembly (APA) requested to have the establishment
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of Consultative Group for implementing this matter
further.

In the 1% Executive Council Meeting of Asian
Parliamentary Assembly, the meeting considered
and approved a total of 19 issues of draft resolutions
comprising 4 political issues, 6 economic and sustainable
development issues and 9 social and cultural issues.

Political issues are as follows:

« Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia Through
Friendship and Cooperation

» Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments
Together for Prosperity in Asia

» Resolution on United Against Terrorism and
Violent Extremism

» Resolution on Significant Political Developments
in Asia
Economic and sustainable development issues

are as follows:

» Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts
for Economic Growth

+ Resolution on The Role of APA Parliaments to
Adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation
of the Sustainable Development Goals

 Resolution on Asian Integrated Energy Market

« Resolution on Environmental Issues

* Resolution on Poverty Eradication

» Resolution on Water and Sanitation in Asia for All
Social and cultural issues are as follows:

« Resolution on Asian Integration through Information
and Communication Technology

» Resolution on Measures to Promote Cultural
Diversity and Protect Cultural Heritage in Asia

« Resolution on Collaboration on Health Equality
in Asia
« Resolution on Protection and Promotion of the

Rights of Migrant Workers in Asia

 Resolution on Asian Parliamentarians against
Corruption

» Resolution on APA Women Parliamentarians

* Resolution on Promoting Inter-Faith Dialogue
and Harmony Among World Religions
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« Resolution on Legal and Legislative Cooperation
in Combating the Smugsling of Cultural ltems in Asia

» Resolution on Effective Cooperation in Combating
IWicit Drug Trafficking in Asia

In the meeting, the National Legislative Assembly
delegation expressed the role of the National
Legislative Assembly at APA meeting. In the Executive
Council Meeting of Asian Parliamentary Assembly
about political draft resolutions, Gen. Utis Sunthorn, a
leader of the National Legislative Assembly delegation
informed the international community about
Thailand’s political situation which is during the reform
process towards the sustainable democracy. A general
election will be held in 2017. APA delegates were
also invited to visit and tour Thailand. In addition, the
National Legislative Assembly delegation agreed with
the principle of friendship and peace for cooperation
and condemned the terrorism and violent extremism.
However, the National Legislative Assembly delegation
did not condemn any individual country as a terrorist
group and supported the adjournment of considering
a Draft Resolution on Supporting the Rights of
Palestinian People to a next meeting including the
support of Pakistan delegation’s proposal about
the establishment of 5 regional groups in Asian
Parliamentary Assembly.

Furthermore, Mrs. Suwannee Sirivejchapun, a
delegate of the National Legislative Assembly delivered
a statement to the meeting about APA staff affairs
and financial regulations. The main issue concerned
with the payment of membership fees. The National
Legislative Assembly delegation viewed that the
Secretariat of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA)
should clearly explain the acquisition, principle and
reasons in the determination of membership fees in
each country and issue regulations whether there
will be a punishment or not when any member
countries do not pay the membership fees. Moreover,
such punishment will cause what effect towards the
participation in the meeting of member countries.
The roles of National Legislative Assembly delegation
in the participation of this meeting received the
acceptance from APA meeting very well. m
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