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The Situation of Migrant Workers towards Thailand’s Image in International View

after Entering the ASEAN Economic Community
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Thailand has formally entered the ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) since 2015. The full implementation
of AEC has extremely promoted the international
trade liberalization and free flow of labour among
ASEAN member countries. The number of both
unskilled and skilled migrant workers legally coming
from ASEAN member countries has increased in
Thai labour market. Although migrant workers play
an important role in the national economic growth,
the excessive number of them can affect Thai

economic system in various aspects.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
of the National Legislative Assembly has realized
the importance of the country development
at present. Thai economic system depends partly
on migrant workers to move forwards. Therefore,
the Sub-committee on Studying the Impact of
the Situation of Migrant Workers on Thailand’s Image

in International View was set up and assigned to study

relevant issues.
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On Monday 11 July 2016, the Sub-committee led by
Gen. Nipat Thonglek, Chairman of the Sub - committee,
together with members of the Sub-committee, paid
a visit to Samut Songkhram Province to study the
said impact. On this occasion, the Sub-committee
gained information concerning the impact of migrant
workers in Samut Songkhram Province, and made
a field visit to observe their livings. In this regard,
the Sub-committee was welcomed by the Governor
of Samut Songkhram Province and heads of relevant

local government agencies.

Samut Songkhram is the smallest province of
Thailand with the total area of 416,707 square kilometres
or 260,442 Rais. Its provincial administration is divided
into 3 districts, namely Muang Samut Songkhram
District, Amphawa District and Bangkhontee District.
The province is located on the coast of the Gulf of
Thailand for 23 kilometres long covering the areas of
15 villages in 4 Sub-districts (including Khlong Khon
Sub-district, Bang Kaew Sub-district, Laem Yai
Sub - district and Bang Cha Kreng Sub - district). The total
population is 189,340. Among this number, 113,115
are in labour force consisting of 112,395 employed
workers, 602 unemployed workers and 118 seasonally
inactive workers. Samut Songkhram Province has been
confronted with the problem of unskilled labour
shortage, particularly in the sectors of marine fisheries,
the fishery related business and construction enterprises.
For this reason, the entrepreneurs of businesses have

to hire migrant workers instead.

At present, there are totally 17,351 migrant workers
in Samut Songkhram Province who already have
work permits. Among this number, 17,211 workers
are Myanmar, Lao and Cambodian and 140 are of
other nationalities. The number of employers is about
1,500 in total.

To implement the Government’s policy on the
migrant labour re-organization, Samut Songkhram
Province established the One Stop Service (OSS)
Center for Registration of Migrant Workers to provide
registration services to migrant workers in the marine

fisheries business and aquatic animal processing
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business with the leniency scheme announced by the
National Council for Peace and Order to facilitate the
Myanmar, Lao and Cambodian workers who registered
during 1 April and 29 July 2016.

Managing education services for migrant workers
and their families in Samut Songkhram Province, the
authorities concerned provide school-based education
to children of migrant workers when they reach
the age of requirements for school entrance at 7 years.
At present, There are 234 migrant students studying
the same curriculum as Thai students. Regarding public
health services for migrant workers and their children,
the relevant authorities require them to apply for the
health care cards to safe costs of medical treatment.
Statistical reports shows that the first common reason
that migrants go to hospitals is for delivering babies.
The second and third most common reasons are for
tuberculosis and diarrhea treatments, respectively.
As for the promotion of birth control, the training
courses are provided to volunteers of migrants to
enable them to encourage other migrant workers to
have birth control as well as provide knowledge of
birth control to them.

From the study visit, the Sub-committee gained

various problems concerning migrant workers as follows:

1) Migrant workers who officially registered to work
in the marine fishery business mostly moved to work
in other areas, causing the problem of labour shortage

continually.

2) Migrant workers do not know and understand
how to work legally in Thailand, causing human-
trafficking problem and illegally requested payment
from employers and workers

3) Fishery entrepreneurs need the extension of
registration period or providing the registration of

migrant workers at the border checkpoints.

Moreover, the condition of migrant workers’ living
places where most of them live together are usually
big residence buildings constructed by employers
to specifically serve their employees and located
near the workplaces. Generally, each family live in
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a single room to save the accommodation costs.
The surrounding conditions of the living places are not
clean. A large amount of garbage is found around the
buildings or under the rooms. Poultry and dogs are
raised in the living places. Other kinds of professions
such as selling grilled/rolled squids and removing
mussels from shells are also done in the areas of

living places.

From this study visit, the Sub-committee on
Studying the Impact of Situation of Migrant Workers
on Thailand’s Image in International View will
collect problems, constraints and demands on
various aspects relating to the problem-solving of
living conditions and livelihood of those migrant
workers and provide recommendations for supporting
the concrete solution leading to the development
and enhancement of the abilities of migrant workers
in Thailand for higher efficient performances and

legally access to hiring system. m
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