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The 7" RSIS-WTO Parliamentarian Workshop 2016 At the Republic of Singapore
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Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep, Member of
the National Legislative Assembly and Advisor of
Standing Committee on Economics, Monetary and
Finance, the National Legislative Assembly and Adm.
Amornthep Na Bangchang, Member of the National
Legislative Assembly and Member of the Standing
Committee on Economics, Monetary and Finance
participated in the 7" RSIS-WTO Parliamentarian
Workshop on International Trade. This event was
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organized by the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Secretariat and Centre for Multilateralism Studies
(CMS), the S. Rajaratnam School of International
Studies. This workshop was sponsored by Temasek
Foundation Centre for Trade & Negotiation (TFCTN)
from 17 to 19 May 2016 at the Republic of Singapore.
A total of 36 participants from 17 countries attended
the workshop. Participants were parliamentarians,
ambassadors, parliamentary staff in Asia and keynote
speakers from various organizations and agencies
such as World Trade Organization (WTO), Temasek
Foundation Centre for Trade & Negotiation (TFCTN)
and the Ministry of Trade and Industry of Singapore.

The main objectives of the RISI-WTO Parliamentarian
Workshop on International Trade were to develop the
potential of parliamentarians in developing countries
in Asia and foster their understanding about WTO and
international trade negotiation in WTO framework.
Roles of parliamentarians are recognized as an
integral part of the international trade promotion
through proceedings and ratification of international
agreements including harmonization of domestic laws
with international agreements and the network building

among parliamentarians from various countries.

In this workshop, Madam Halimah Yacob, Speaker
of the Singapore Parliament delivered the opening
remarks. Experts from a variety of fields were invited
to discuss and lecture on international trades. They
discussed 9 issues: 1) Nairobi Package: Overview,
Remaining Challenges and Ways Forward, 2) the
Workings of WTO, 3) Trade IT: Information Technology
Agreement (ITA) and its Impact on the Region, 4) Entering
Business Community after Post Nairobi Agenda,
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5) Climate Change: Paris Agreement, Green

Technologies, and Green Industrial Policy, 6) The Trade
Facilitation Agreement, 7) Encouraging New Trade
Patterns: Plugging SMEs into Global Value Chains,
8) The TPP Agreement and the RTAs vs. Multilateralism
Debate and 9) Managing Disputes Over Trade. In
addition, the workshop also opened the opportunity
to parliamentarians from various countries to
exchange experiences and discussing the issues

of their interests.

During this workshop, the organizer prepared
activities for participants to visit many places like Asian
Civilisations Museum (ACM) which is the important
learning place of Singapore. This museum displays

the ancient civilisations of Asia through antiques from
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all over the region with modern presentation. A visit
to PSA Port of Singapore was also a part of the event.
Currently, Port of Singapore is one of the world’s larg-
est container terminals and particularly becomes the
world’s largest transshipment hub which connects
Asia and other regions. Moreover, participants had the
opportunity to visit the Parliament of Singapore and

attended a briefing by senior parliamentary officers.

This workshop is considered to be beneficial to
the National Legislative Assembly for learning about
the workings of WTO, overall world’s economy and
other aspects concerning with international trades.
The workshop also provided an opportunity for
parliamentarians from various countries to exchange
experiences so they could adopt the information,
knowledge and experiences to the consideration of

related laws further. m
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